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What is Vision Zero?

Traffic deaths in New York City (the earliest U.S. adopter of Vision Zero) are 
down 22% since 2013, just before the city launched Vision Zero. Pedestrian 
deaths dropped to a record low in New York City in 2015.

A multi-national traffic safety strategy to 
eliminate all traffic fatalities and severe 
injuries, while increasing safe, healthy, 
equitable mobility for all.

▪ Recognizes traffic fatality and injuries are 
the results of crashes and are preventable

▪ Sets timeline to aggressively eliminate 
both

▪ Focused on strategic and measurable 
goals, and driven by data

▪ Takes a multidisciplinary approach
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Why do we need a Vision Zero Action Plan?
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Bellevue: Collision Related Fatalities & Serious Injuries
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There were 1,495 police reported collisions in the City of Bellevue in 2017, which resulted in 467 injuries. Every 17 
days, someone is killed or seriously injured on Bellevue’s streets.



Bellevue Data
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Who/Vulnerable Populations:
• 43.3% of fatalities and serious injuries involve people walking or bicycling.
• People walking are involved in 2.7% of all collisions in Bellevue but they account for 28.2% of all fatalities and 

serious injuries.
• People riding bicycles are involved in 1.8% of all collisions in Bellevue but they account for 15.1% of all 

fatalities and serious injuries.

How:
• Top behaviors contributing to fatal and serious injury collisions: 39% were due to drivers not granting right-of-

way, 15% were due to impairment, 11% were due to inattention, 8% were due to speed, and 8% were due to 
improper movement. 19% were due to other factors.

• One in 14 pedestrians killed or seriously injured is hit by a driver under the influence of alcohol or drugs.

When/Where:
• 91.7% of fatal and serious injury collisions in Bellevue occur on arterials, which account for only 33.1% of the 

City’s streets.
• City streets with a posted speed of 35 MPH or more see 40.5% of fatalities and serious injuries but account 

for only 12.5% of streets in Bellevue.



Traffic Fatalities in Crashes Involving Speed
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Collisions Involving Teenagers
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Bellevue Collisions Involving Teenagers



Distracted Driving
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http://www.rmiia.org/auto/teens/Teen_Driving_Statistics.asp


Key Pad Polling
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Please indicate your grade.

A. 6th Grade

B. 7th Grade

C. 8th Grade

D. 9th Grade

E. 10th Grade

F. 11th Grade

G. 12th Grade
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A. 0

B. 1

C. 2-4

D. 5+

How many people do you know personally who have been involved 
in a traffic collision in the City of Bellevue?
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During the past 30 days, on how many days did you ride in a car or 
other vehicle driven by someone who was texting or emailing?

A. 0 days

B. 1 or 2 days

C. 3 to 5 days

D. 6 to 9 days

E. 10 to 19 days

F. 20 to 29 days

G. All 30 days
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King County Results – Riding with a Texting Driver
Source: Washington State Healthy Youth Survey
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During the past 30 days, how many days did you text or email while 
driving a car or other vehicle?

A. I did not drive a car or other 
vehicle during the past 30 days.

B. 0 days

C. 1 or 2 days

D. 3 to 5 days

E. 6 to 9 days

F. 10 to 19 days

G. 20 to 29 days

H. All 30 days
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King County Results – Texting While Driving
Source: Washington State Healthy Youth Survey
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A. Distracted driving (e.g., using a phone)

B. Unsafe driving speeds

C. People ignoring traffic laws and traffic 
signals

D. Impaired driving (e.g., alcohol)

E. Not enough biking facilities (e.g., bike 
lanes)

F. Not enough walking facilities (e.g., 
sidewalks, crosswalks)

G. Inadequate street lighting

What do you think are the top three (3) challenges to moving safely 
around the City of Bellevue?
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Please select as many of the following Vision Zero strategies that you 
support.

A. Using automated cameras to ticket drivers who 
run red lights

B. Using automated cameras to ticket speeding 
drivers

C. Enforcement strategies (e.g., additional officers)

D. Policy changes (e.g., reduced speed limits, 
increased penalties against drivers who speed)

E. Traffic calming design changes (e.g., speed humps 
and other treatments that slow down traffic)

F. Investments in safe walking and biking space 
(e.g., new bike lanes and sidewalks) 

G. Traffic safety education programs
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Kate, Bellevue Resident

“Pedestrian crossings 
are for pedestrians!
(please stop before 
them, not on them –
message for drivers)”
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Personalized Vision Zero Pledge



Magali Boussu, Kirkland Resident

“One second of 
inattention could 
change everything!”
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Personalized Vision Zero Pledge



Na, Bellevue Resident

“Stop before crossing. 
Don’t ring up phone 
when driving. Life is 
beyond everything.”
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Personalized Vision Zero Pledge



Vision Zero Pledge Activity
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Which one (1) of the following statements in support of safe streets 
resonates for you as a Vision Zero Pledge?

A. Recognize that collisions are 
avoidable and my choices matter to 
the lives of others

B. Eyes on the road/sidewalk and not 
on my phone

C. Slow down and look around, 
especially at intersections and 
driveways

D. Only drive while sober, alert, and 
free of distractions

E. Travel at safe speeds and follow the 
speed limit 

F. Obey all traffic laws – pedestrian, 
biking, and driving
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For More Information

Franz Loewenherz
Principal Transportation Planner
floewenherz@bellevuewa.gov
425-452-4077

mailto:floewenherz@bellevuewa.gov

