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City Explores Possible Ballot Measures for Key Infrastructure Projects

�e City Council is considering two measures 
which would appear on the November 
2016 ballot. �ese measures would fund 
neighborhood safety and connectivity and 
new, remodeled, or improved �re facilities.

Residents will have the opportunity to learn 
more and weigh in at three open houses this 
month. �e council strongly encourages 
residents to attend one of the open houses. 

�e city will also be releasing an online 
survey to receive the comments from those 
who cannot attend the public meetings. 
Residents are encouraged to check 
Bellevue�s o�cial Facebook (Facebook.
com/BellevueWashington) and Twitter (@
BellevueWA) pages for updates. 



Applications Available for Bellevue Essentials 2016 Class

Orientation Meeting
�ursday, June 9, 6pm 
Bellevue City Hall Room 1E-108
Are you interested in learning about 
the structure and inner workings of city 
government? �e City is recruiting members 
for the 2016 class of Bellevue Essentials, a 
program for emerging neighborhood and 
community leaders. 

Class members will build familiarity with 
government process and decision-making, 
while networking with a like-minded group 
of exceptional individuals looking to expand 
their knowledge and skill sets. 

�e nine-week introduction to civic 
engagement in Bellevue begins on September 
21, with eight weekly Wednesday evening 
sessions and a Saturday, October 1, tour day. 
Class size is limited to 35 participants.

Class topics include history, demographics, 
public process, neighborhoods, parks 
and community services, planning, 
development services, budget, 
transportation, environmental stewardship, 
utilities, a�ordable housing, transportation 

and economic development and public 
safety. A variety of learning tools, such as 
speakers, panels, interactive exercises and 
site visits are used.

Classes are open to anyone who lives or 
works in Bellevue, and those committed to 
being engaged in their neighborhoods are 
encouraged to apply. 

Class tuition is $95 per participant and 
�nancial assistance is available. For more 
information, please attend the June 9 
meeting or to request a brochure and a 
simple one-page application, visit http://
www.bellevuewa.gov/bellevue-essentials.htm 
or contact Julie Ellenhorn, Neighborhood 
Outreach, 425-452-5372 or jellenhorn@
bellevuewa.gov

Neighborhoods Conference a Success!
Over 75 residents gathered on Saturday, May 
21st at City Hall for the �rst ever Bellevue 
Neighborhoods conference � Better Together. 

Inspired by keynote speaker, Becky 
Henchman, author of local blog, �Eat , 
Play, �aw� residents began the morning 
re�ecting on expanding their neighborhood 
connections. Sixteen workshops followed 
throughout the day where participants 
gained knowledge on topics ranging from 
neighborhood safety to diversity, con�ict 
resolution to communication. A great time 
was shared by all: ��is was an awesome 
opportunity to be in City Hall, see/meet 
city employees, socialize with neighbors, and 

learn about 
resources. A big 

thank you to all who put this together! I look 
forward to future conferences!� �is is just 
one of the many positive comments from 
conference participants.
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City to Host Feet First Event on Walkability
Tuesday, June 7, 9am-4pm.
4:30pm�WALKshop� tour of the future Grand Connection route.
Feet First, an organization that promotes 
walkable communities, will hold its 2016 
Walkable Washington Symposium & Awards 
at City Hall this month. 

�is year�s program will include a �sneak 
peek� at Bellevue�s ambitious new initiative, 
the Grand Connection, an e�ort to develop 
a landmark pedestrian route through 
downtown, from the Meydenbauer Bay 
waterfront to the Eastside Rail Corridor 
(ERC), east of Interstate 405. �e ERC 
is a planned, north-south pedestrian and 
bicycle trail.

�e program will be 9-4pm on June 7, 
followed at 4:30 by a �WALKshop� tour of 
the future Grand Connection route. More 

information and ticket purchasing options 
are available on the Feet First website.

Other highlights of the event include 
welcome remarks by Mayor John Stokes, 
sessions on design-engineering, advocacy-
encouragement and vision-planning, a poster 
exhibition and awards presentation. �e 
keynote speaker is Dr. Eric Scharnhorst, 
designer of Walk Score, a walkability index.

Feet First promotes the event as a gathering 
of leaders, planners, engineers, educators 
and advocates from across the state. It�s an 
opportunity to share insights on projects 
designed to create public spaces that stimulate 
connectivity and well-being through walking, 
access to transit and a vibrant local economy. 

Affordable Housing Community Education Forum 
�ursday, June 23, 5:30-8pm. | Bellevue City Hall Council Chambers 

Come join the 
A�ordable Housing 
Community Education 
Forum this month at 
city hall. �e event 
will feature a panel of 
representatives from the 
human service provider 

community, the business community, the 
Bellevue School District, and both the non- 
and for-pro�t development communities, 
who will address the need for a�ordable 
housing in Bellevue, challenges to providing 

it, and �eld questions about a�ordable 
housing from the audience. 

Representatives from several human 
service providers will be in the City Hall 
concourse area, both before and after the 
panel presentation, to discuss the resources 
and services they provide. We will also 
have a video booth for attendees to o�er 
their thoughts about, and experiences 
with, a�ordable housing in Bellevue, and a 
station with information about the list of 
potential actions for attendees to o�er their 
ideas and concerns. 






