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Neighborhood Block Parties
Plan a Preparedness Party
Let’s face it, thinking about the possibility of preparing for an emergency where a family or community may 
need to shelter in place for 7 days or more is a very daunting.  Living in the Pacific Northwest, we’ve been 
told not if, but when, to prepare for a very large scale earthquake. Emergency Preparedness also means being 
prepared for the possibility of a wind or snow storm that knocks out power for days at a time.  

The summer is a great time as you plan your get-togethers with neighbors for education and preparation. 
Neighbor Link in collaboration with our Fire Partner, Office of Emergency Management, encourages those who 
live or work in Bellevue to start with the basics and build an emergency kit, for your home, office and/or car. It’s 
also a great time to meet the individuals who are trained in your neighborhood. You will be each other’s first 
responder and providers in the case of an emergency.

Not interested in a Preparedness Party but like the idea of sharing this emergency information with your 
neighbors?  An idea would be to incorporate an information table/or swap table into your planning, create an 
example of a kit, and create a sign-up list for neighbors that might be interested in this topic at a later date. 

Party Ideas
•	 Every great party has good food – organize your event to include a potluck

•	 Include a firetruck visit – plan ahead by using the Firetruck availability calendar

•	 Have your neighbors bring a creative edible appetizer and award best recipe, made from foods that might 
be included in an emergency kit (examples are Beef Jerky Appetizers, Vienna Sausage creations, canned 
fruits/vegetables, peanut butter, etc…); Learn what are some of the best non-perishable foods to have on 
hand in case of an emergency. (https://www.realsimple.com/food-recipes/shopping-storing/emergency-
foods)

•	 Set up a swap table. How many pocket knives, flashlights, can openers, etc. might you have in your junk 
drawer? Exchange for something you might need or share with neighbors who might appreciate the item.

•	 Have a table display with fun or special items that would keep you busy for 7 days. It could be the book 
you’ve never read, a special game, cards or a favorite toy

•	 Have an emergency kit on display as an example or have your neighbors take pictures of the kits they’ve 
prepared and post to OEM facebook or twitter account 

https://www.realsimple.com/food-recipes/shopping-storing/emergency-foods


Neighborhood Block Parties

FLYER
Customize for your event

A-Board Emergency Kit stickers

1 gal / person / day
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Resources for your Party

•	 Meet an Emergency Management educator, who will demo how to use a fire extinguisher (need an 
electrical connection to plug in ), turn off utilities, bring a demo sample emergency kit 
http://www.bellevuewa.gov/fire-tour-forms.htm

•	 Pictograms in different languages (15) are available: Amharic, Arabic, Chinese, English, Farsi, Hindi, 
Japanese, Khmer, Korean, Punjabi, Russian, Somali, Spanish, Urdu, Vietnamese

•	 Coloring books for children

1 gal / person / day

JOIN US FOR A POTLUCK WITH 
YOUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS

Learn how to use a �re extinguisher, how to turn o� your utilities 
and how to build an emergency kit

Meet your Neighborhood Emergency Management Educator 
  

What to bring:
blanket and chair, A side dish, something to drink, a creative 

appetizer/snack made from a non-perishable food item 
A game to play you might include in your kit 

Extra household emergency items for a swap table

RSVP yourneighbor@xmail.com

Your Neighborhood 
Preparedness Party

DATE
xx/xx/xx

TIME
xx:xx -xx:xx

LOCATION
xxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxx

msi2331A.ai

Some of the icons were modeled after OCHA Humanitarian icons.
For more information: http://www.bellevuewa.gov/emergency_preparedness.htm
Contact us: oempubliced@bellevuewa.gov| (425) 452-6935 Follow us: www.facebook.com/BvueOEM | www.twitter.com/BvueOEM

Some of the icons were modeled after OCHA Humanitarian icons.
For more information: http://www.bellevuewa.gov/emergency_preparedness.htm
Contact us: oempubliced@bellevuewa.gov| (425) 452-6935 Follow us: www.facebook.com/BvueOEM | www.twitter.com/BvueOEM

1 gal / person / day

Example of Chinese pictograms



Neighborhood Block Parties

Emergency Preparedness Tips – Resource List
•	 Disaster Preparedness Calendar 

•	 Home Safety Checklist

•	 Build a Kit on a Shoestring Budget video link - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tSRNP8moKx0

•	 Office of Emergency Management (OEM) Newsletter link:  Subscribe to Newsletter    
http://www.ci.bellevue.wa.us/emergency-preparedness.htm

•	 Follow OEM on Facebook | Twitter

•	 Pictograms available for download in each respective language at the following link:
 http://www.ci.bellevue.wa.us/preparedness_educational_materials.htm

•	 City of Bellevue Contact: Sophia L. Lopez, MPS

Emergency Management Coordinator

Public Education | Vulnerable Populations 

Office of Emergency Management

450 110th Ave. NE, Bellevue, WA 98009 

Direct 425-452-4161| slopez@bellevuewa.gov  

•	 Alert King County – emergency notification alerts sign up link -
 http://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/emergency-management/alert-king-county.aspx

file://///ci.bellevue.wa.us/data/PCD_Shared/PCD%20-%20Planning/OUTREACH/Neighbor%20Link%202017/Neighbor%20Link%20and%20Emergency%20Kits/mc1763A-Disaster%20preparedness%20calendar.pdf
file://///ci.bellevue.wa.us/data/PCD_Shared/PCD%20-%20Planning/OUTREACH/Neighbor%20Link%202017/Neighbor%20Link%20and%20Emergency%20Kits/Home%20Safety%20Check-List.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tSRNP8moKx0
http://bellevue.us7.list-manage2.com/subscribe?u=366a09cde46285cc9c973a13f&id=2eb8d7effc
http://www.ci.bellevue.wa.us/emergency-preparedness.htm
https://www.facebook.com/BellevueWAFireDepartment
https://twitter.com/BvueFD
http://www.ci.bellevue.wa.us/preparedness_educational_materials.htm
http://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/emergency-management/alert-king-county.aspx 













