Action Plan for Implementation
First move: 2018

Short term: 2018 — 2020
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COMPASS PLAZA & GARDEN HILL CLIMB
ART OPPORTUNITIES

Janet Echelman, Skies Painted with Unnumbered Sparks, Vancouver, Canada, 2014

Vision Objectives
Art and cultural programs at Compass Plaza and the e Construct and maintain 3 new cultural plinths for
Garden Hill Climb are designed to bring the community temporary, event-based art and cultural presentations.

together and linger awhile. As the heart of Bellevue’s most
urban neighborhood, a variety of day and nighttime activi-
ties turn Compass Plaza from a cultural hub into a cultural
and entertainment destination that compliments the “enter-
tainment street” designation of 106th Avenue. New cultural e  Expand partnerships with private property owners
plinths for ongoing temporary small-scale projects and to enhance and activate the pedestrian corridor with
performances make it easy to invite community interaction visual art, color, and activities.

and build connections.

e Create a year-round, 18 hour a day cultural destination
by supplementing current daytime activities with
nighttime artworks and activities.

The Garden Hill Climb, currently the most fully realized
section of the pedestrian corridor, is an urban laboratory
for emerging artists to explore how to enhance the exist-
ing infrastructure and built environment with bold visual
artworks and installations. Largescale murals and display
cases turn the pedestrian corridor into a open air gallery at
all times of the day.
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Opportunities

Major Art Opportunity O

1. The Lights at Compass Plaza

As Compass Plaza redevelops, a new signature sculpture
will anchor this public space as a year round, 18 hour a
day cultural destination. An artwork that incorporates light
and innovative materiality will add to its urban character
and could be integrated into the surrounding buildings
on the plaza edge or within the public space. If Compass
Plaza expands, it will be important to consider an artwork
that matches the new scale of the public space.

Integrated Artwork @

2. Art Crosswalk at 106th Avenue

An artist-designed paving or design for the new raised
intersection at 106th Avenue adjacent to Compass Plaza
will create a safe, slow-speed crossing and public space
while enhancing the pedestrian environment. A colorful
artwork incorporated into this new raised intersection will
add to the “outdoor gallery” feel established in the Garden
Hill Climb. This also provides a visual, colorful impact
when looking down onto the city streets from the office
towers above.

Cultural Plinths &

3. Eastside Kitchen

Turn Compass Plaza into a center for food culture by
establishing a year-round farmers and food market.
Partnerships with existing kitchens such as the
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Homegrown Sustainable Sandwiches and the former
Rock Bottom Brewery could host guest chefs and cooking
demonstrations. A permanent place for food trucks with
electrical outlet access and artists-designed seating could
extend food options well into the evening hours cultivate a
vibrant café culture.

4. Garden Hill Murals

A number of large walls that currently face the Pedestrian
Corridor and could host large-scale murals including a
semi-permanent installation on the south-facing wall of
DOXA Church and a rotating art wall on the north-facing
wall of All American Eyeglass Repair building for young
and emerging artists. These murals could include a range
of mediums from paintings to night-time digital projections.

4 = i *“- \“*i\

The parking lot and large blank beige wall of DOXA Church adjacent to
Compass Plaza and the Pedestrian Corridor. There is a small planting
strip and low fence separating the current pedestrian space from the
church parking lot.



The expected life span of these artworks should be 3-5 years and use appropriately durable materials such as MMA (Methyl Methacrylate) that
lasts approximately 7-10 years. Paint is not recommended. This gives an opportunity for a number of artists and artworks over time and supports
the programmable, flexible, and curate-able vision of the Grand Connection.

Megan Elliott, UICS Intersection, Philadelphia, PA, 2010 Robin Haines Merril, Painted Intersections Project, Fort Lauderdale, FL

5. Art Row

As one of the few sites where the Grand Connection is
completely separated from car traffic, the Garden Hill
Climb provides a unique opportunity for an intimate
public art experience. Empty storefronts at the Bellevue
Connection can be activated with artists’ studios,
performance, and event spaces. Installations and
presentation of visual artworks can be displayed in
windows, on top of the existing awnings, and in the
planting strip. Outdoor display cases could provide
emerging artists with a venue to exhibit artwork in rotating
exhibitions.

Minor Points of Interest

6. Art Screen

Install temporary art installations and performance spaces
that visually delineate the parking lot at DOXA Church from
the pedestrian space.

Wayfinding

7. Provide unique and cohesive wayfinding that identifies
this location on the Grand Connection route, the immediate
cultural amenities, and identifies the adjoining hubs.
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Action Plan for Implementation
First move: 2018
e |Integrate an artist into design team to develop the Art

Crosswalk at 106th Avenue. Colorful artistic treatments

will enhance Bellevue’s identity as a fun, dynamic
pedestrian friendly destination.

Short term: 2018 — 2020

e Establish the Eastside Kitchen with a year-round
farmers and food market. Create the infrastructure to
expand food truck programming in conjunction with
the raised intersection project.

e Develop partnerships with property owners to install
and program the Garden Hill Murals as part of the
Bellwether Program.

e Develop partnerships with property owners to install
and program Art Row as part of the Bellwether.
Program and implement the Emerging Artist Program

e Program temporary projects and performances at
Compass Plaza for early evening audiences that
encourage workers and area residents to stay
downtown longer.

Long term: 2021 — Ongoing

e Develop artist-designed wayfinding.

e Commission the Lights at Compass Plaza as the
property redevelops.

e Move or de-accession Bellgate and City Within A
City to make room for the installation of the Lights at
Compass Plaza.

e |dentify opportunities for artist designed canopies in
future developments at compass plaza.
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Artists Janet Echelman and Aaron Koblin collaborated to create
Unnumbered Sparks, a monumental interactive sculpture in the
Sky. The artwork was co-presented by the Burrard Arts Foundation
and the City of Vancouver for the 30th Anniversary of the TED
Conference. Choreographed by visitors in real time through their
mobile devices, at night the sculpture became a crowd-controlled
visual artwork on a giant, floating canvas.

The sculpture spanned 745 feet between the 24-story Fairmont
Waterfront and the Vancouver Convention Center in downtown
Vancouver, Canada. At night, it came alive with illumination. Visitors
with smartphones and tablets were able to paint vibrant beams of
light across the sculpture at a remarkable scale: small movements
on their phones became hundred foot long trails evolving and
combining with fellow participants.

Janet Echelman is an artist who creates experimental sculpture

at the scale of buildings that transforms with wind and light. Her
innovative netting materials were first developed as a sculpture form
in India where she spend time as a Fulbright Fellow. She creates her
sculpture nets at a factory in Washington State. Aaron Koblin is the
Creative Director of the Data Arts Team in Google’s Creative Lab.

Compass Plaza is an example of effective public/private partnerships
to create a major public open space for the community’s enjoyment.
The partnership between private development and the City should
serve as a model for ongoing efforts to expand the civic experience
and create a destination cultural gathering place in the middle of the
city.

Resources:
http://www.unnumberedsparks.com/

Janet Echelman, Skies Painted with Unnumbered Sparks, Vancouver, Canada, 2014



STREET AS PLAZA
ART OPPORTUNITIES

David Mesguich, Lucie, Poznan, Poland, 2016

Vision Objectives
The block on NE 6th Street between Bellevue Way and e Create a dynamic, engaging center of the city where
106th Ave NE is the most active street in Bellevue. Itis people want to be.

the center of Downtown Bellevue'’s cultural life and people
come to see and be seen. Itis flanked at either end by
regional cultural and retail destinations that attract people
18 hours a day with high quality, signature art and cultural
events. The Grand Connection is activated by a constant
stream of people drawn westward by a new monumental
sculpture at the entrance to Bellevue Square Mall while the
energy from Compass Plaza and the Transit Center just
beyond pulls people to the east.

e Activate existing infrastructure and plaza with diverse
cultural programming.
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Opportunities

Major Art Opportunity ()

1. Bellevue Way Beacon

Bellevue's signature art institution — the Bellevue Arts
Museum — and event — Snowflake Lane — are located at the
corner of Bellevue Way and NE 6th Street. A new signature
sculpture at the entrance to Bellevue Square Mall will
reinforce the cultural importance of this location. The scale
of the artwork should be considerable so it can serve

a cross-town beacon, easily viewed from the Bellevue
Transit Station and the Eastside Rail Corridor.

2. The NE 6th Street Canopy

As a vital link between the Bellevue Connection and
Compass Plaza to the east and Bellevue Arts Museum

and Bellevue Square Mall to the West, an artist-designed
canopy will turn the current “pass-through” into a signature
promenade. This opportunity will need a close partnership
with private development as the properties redevelop in
the future.

Integrated Artwork @

2. Art Crosswalk at Bellevue Way & NE 6th Street

An artist-designed paving or design for the new raised
intersection at NE 6th and Bellevue Way will create a safe,
slow-speed crossing and public space while enhancing
the pedestrian environment. An artwork that responds

to the signature events that occur at this location such

as Snowflake Lane will generate anticipation long before
these special events and extend the impact and memories
long after they’re gone.
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ole Covers, Japan

3. Street Furniture

Turn NE 6th Street into a regional center for design with
artist-designed street furniture. In conjunction with the NE
6th Street Canopy, new and unique lighting and sculptural
seating will turn NE 6th Street into a showroom for design.
New partnerships between the City of Bellevue, private
land owners and the design community could support
ongoing digital art projections on building facades.

Cultural Plinths

4. 6th Street Market

NE 6th Street itself becomes the cultural plinth with “plug
and play” infrastructure to support a diverse range of
events and community groups including the Bellevue
Arts Museum ARTSFair and the Bellevue Downtown
Association Live at Lunch concert series. As surrounding
property redevelops, dedicating storefront and lobby
spaces to cultural uses such as art galleries, performance
space, murals, and public art will make this the cultural
heart of Downtown Bellevue.



Minor Points of Interest

5. Street Subtleties

While the Street as Plaza will be marked by big art moves
that advance the exceptional identity of this area as the
center of Downtown Bellevue’s cultural life, a series of
small scale, discoverable sculptures and artist treatments
in the paving and sidewalk provide the fine grain artist
touch that make the space feel “lived in” and diverse.

Wayfinding

6. Provide unique and cohesive wayfinding that identifies
this location on the Grand Connection route, the immediate
cultural amenities, and identifies the adjoining hubs.

Agueda, Portugal

Liam Gillick, Clayton, MO
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Action Plan for Implementation

First move: 2018

e Pilot the 6th Street Market concept as a cultural plinth
by hosting the Bellevue Arts Museum ARTS Fair on
Bellevue Way and NE 6th Street.

Short term: 2019 — 2020

e Commission artist-designed paving treatments and
design for new raised intersection at Bellevue Way
and 6th. Colorful artistic treatments will enhance
Bellevue’s identity as a fun, dynamic pedestrian friendly
destination.

e De-accession broken glass artworks (blue tiles) along
NE 6th and commission new Street Subtleties to serve
as minor points of interest along this section of the
route.

e Pursue mural opportunities in collaboration with
Bellevue Arts Museum as a part of the Mural Program
Develop artist-designed wayfinding.

Claim the cultural corridor and turn NE 6th Street
into the 6th Street Market. Build upon the successful
Snowflake Lane event held annually in December by
relocating the Bellevue Arts Museum ARTSFair held
annually in July to Bellevue Way.

Mid term: 2021 — Ongoing

e Partner with the Bellevue Collection to commission the
Bellevue Way Beacon in front of Bellevue Square Mall.
Relocate existing Steve Jensen sculpture Bellevue
Portholes to planting strip across from the Bellevue Arts
Museum or general vicinity.

e Partner with private development to commission the NE
6th Street Canopy as property redevelops.

e Develop and commission new Street Furniture for the
6th Street Market.
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Chicago Mayor Richard M. Daley declared the day of the sculpture’s
dedication, May 15, 2006, to be “Cloud Gate Day”. Kapoor attended
the celebration, while local jazz trumpeter and band leader Orbert
Davis and the Chicago Jazz Philharmonic played “Fanfare for Cloud
Gate”, which Davis composed. The public took an instant liking to
the sculpture, affectionately referring to it as “The Bean”. Cloud
Gate has become a popular piece of public art and is now a fixture
on many souvenirs such as postcards, sweatshirts, and posters. The
sculpture has attracted a large number of locals, tourists, and art
aficionados from around the world. The sculpture is now the piece by
which Kapoor is most identified in the United States.

Time describes the piece as an essential photo opportunity, and
more of a destination than a work of art. The New York Times writes
that it is both a “tourist magnet” and an “extraordinary art object’,
while USA Today refers to the sculpture as a monumental abstract
work. Chicago art critic Edward Lifson considers Cloud Gate to be
among the greatest pieces of public art in the world. The American
Welding Society recognized Cloud Gate, MTH Industries and

PSI with the group’s Extraordinary Welding Award. Time named
Millennium Park one of the ten best architectural achievements of
2004, citing Cloud Gate as one of the park’s major attractions.

“What | wanted to do in Millennium Park is make something that
would engage the Chicago skyline ... so that one will see the clouds
kind of floating in, with those very tall buildings reflected in the work.
And then, since it is in the form of a gate, the participant, the viewer,
will be able to enter into this very deep chamber that does, in a way,
the same thing to one’s reflection as the exterior of the piece is doing
to the reflection of the city around.”

—Anish Kapoor

Resources:
https.//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cloud_Gate

AnishrKapoor, Cloud Gate, Chicago, IL



DOWNTOWN PARK
ART OPPORTUNITIES

¥

Vision

Art and culture have a designated place in Bellevue’s larg-
est urban park. A public art gateway welcomes the world
to Bellevue Downtown Park, imprinting the importance of
art, culture and design on the thousands of annual visitors
that walk through its gates. Diverse neighbors connect
with each other at cultural events and art programs at the
park’s NE entrance throughout the year. Each year, visitors
anticipate the temporary artist-designed summer pavilion
that provide interactive opportunities to be inspired and
build a creative community.

Objectives

Create a clear and well-marked entrance to Downtown
Park at the corner of NE 4th & Bellevue Way NE with a
public artwork in the form of a tower or gateway, as an
alternative way of marking the entrance to Downtown
Park.

Activate civic space with temporary art exhibitions,
performances, music, and other events in the entrance
plaza.

44



Opportunities

Major Art Opportunity O

1. Downtown Park Gateway

Design, fabricate, and install a permanent sculptural
tower or gateway to Downtown Park to create a significant
entrance to the park at the intersection of NE 4th and
Bellevue Way. The gateway should serve as a welcoming
beacon to the park as well as a recognizable landmark.
The artwork should be highly visible from the street and
respond to the design Downtown Park and its surrounding
area.

Integrated Artwork @

2. Art Crosswalk at NE 4th Street & Bellevue Way

An artist-designed paving or design for new raised
intersection at NE 4th Street and Bellevue Way will create
a safe, slow-speed crossing and public space while
enhancing the pedestrian environment. An artwork that
responds to and designed with the new NE 4th Street
entrance and proposed gateway in mind will extend the
welcoming effect of the park.

Cultural Plinths

3. Gateway Plaza

A public gathering space near to the gateway can provide
that neighborhood-park feel by supporting community
events and other year-round programming including
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Bellwether activities. This can be activated with little or

no impact on other park activities. Regularly scheduled
events can include movies in the park, a night market, light
projections, and illuminated artworks in the winter, music,
dance, and theatrical performances. Artist-designed
features such as sculptural seating and lighting will
reinforce the artist feel of the plaza.

4. The Setts

The setts that mark the old school administration building
present a unique opportunity to celebrate design and the
history of the site as former school. The raised concrete
foundation within the circle promenade could serve as a
cultural plinth for temporary installations that focus on the
intersection of art and architecture such as a temporary
summer pavilion where community events and programs
are held in conjunction with the Bellwether exhibition.

AL s

2013 Serpentine Gallery Pavilion



Minor Points of Interest
5. Small scale, discoverable sculptures, including paving
and sidewalk treatments.

Wayfinding ¢

6. Provide unique and cohesive wayfinding that identifies
this location on the Grand Connection route, the
immediate cultural amenities, and identifies the adjoining
hubs. With the upcoming Sound Transit Light Rail addition
this will be a unique opportunity to get people to explore
the Grand Connection.

Roxy Paine, Conjoined, Madison Square Park, New York
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Bicycle Arch, Memphis, TN, 2014



Action Plan for Implementation
First Move: 2018

Integrate artists into design team of NE 4th Street entry
plaza project for the Downtown Park Gateway and
raised-intersection at NE 4th Street and Bellevue Way.
Commission a temporary summer pavilion at the “Setts”
for Bellwether 2018.

Short term: 2018 — 2020

Fabricate and install gateway sculpture

Utilize The Setts for a summer pavilion for the Bellwether
Program and activate with community programs.
Commission artist-designed paving treatments and
design the Art Crosswalk at NE 4th Street & Bellevue
Way.

Develop framework for programing at the Gateway
Plaza including community event guidelines and a
schedule.

Develop artist-designed wayfinding.

Complete a site analysis for any additional “minor points
of interest” if needed.

Long term: 2021 — Ongoing
Evaluate and expand upon programing at Gateway
Plaza.
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TAAT, Khor I, Temporary Theater, Serpentine Gallery, London, U.K.

KIST Meditation Pavilion, Seoul, Korea, 2016

Since 2000, the Serpentine Gallery in London’s Kensington Gardens
has called on some of the world’s top architects to design summer
pavilions — temporary structures that are erected next to the Gallery
itself for a three-month period. The Serpentine, which was built in 1934
as a tea pavilion, opened in 1970 as a showplace for exhibitions of
modern and contemporary artists ranging from Matthew Barney to Dan
Flavin, Ellsworth Kelley, Louise Bourgeois or Rachel Whiteread.

The pavilions in the Program that was conceived in 2000 by the
Serpentine Director Julia Peyton-Jones, are the work of international
architects or design teams who at the time of the Serpentine’s
invitation have not completed a building in England. A maximum of six
months from invitation to completion is allotted. The only architecture
program of its type in the world, the Serpentine Gallery Pavilions
attract up to 250,000 visitors each summer. The Serpentine Pavilion
is reqularly ranked in the top 5 most attended architecture and design
exhibitions worldwide in The Art Newspaper’s annual survey of
museums and galleries visitor figures. The architect Richard Rogers
has stated, “The pavilions, erected for relatively little money, are
unbelievably good. | couldn’t single one out that | have liked more than
the others — they have all been masterpieces.

Resources:
http://www.serpentinegalleries.org

selgascano, Serpentine Pavilion, Serpentine Gallery, London, U.K. 2015



MAIN STREET PLAZA & MEYDENBAUER BAY PARK

ART OPPORTUNITIES

Vision

The artist’s hand is most apparent in Old Bellevue. With its
small size and scale buildings and streets, artist designed
signs, parklets for busking and temporary artworks in side
streets and alleyways give the impression that “creatives
were here.” Bigger moves, such as an integrated sculpture
or fountain at the west end of Main Street, suggest there is
more to the neighborhood than meets the eye.

Anish Kapoor, Descension, Brooklyn, NY

Objectives

Support events and temporary works of art that will
unify the street, lending it a focus.

Increase awareness of close proximity to the
Meydenbauer Bay and create a clear and well defined
route between Meydenbauer Bay Park and Downtown
Park.
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Opportunities

Major Art Opportunity () 4. Main Street Parklets

1. Main Street Fountain Create temporary parklets that could support both

Phase Il of Meydenbauer Bay Park will develop 100th Ave  restaurants and.small street-side public performance and
NE beginning at Main Street. A large sculpture or artist- artistic interventions. These could include parking spaces,

designed fountain integrated into the streetscape or park ~ storefronts, and intersections.
at the intersection of Main Street and 100th Ave NE will
provide the visual cue to pedestrians and visitors that there
is water and more to see around the corner. An artwork
should respond to the historic importance of the site where
industry, manufacturing, and business retailing began in
Bellevue. This site is also on the Lake-to-Lake Trail.

Integrated Artwork @

2. Incorporate small artworks into existing infrastructure,
such as light poles, street signs, paving, and seating.
Pedestrian can also provide visual interest.

Cultural Plinths ¥

3. Main Street Pruyiam

Create partnership between the City of Bellevue,

area merchants and private landowners to develop
programming and art opportunities that coincide with
existing events and infrastructure and activate the area
culturally. Music venues, literary and poetry reading in
restaurants and cafes, emerging artists displayed in
windows and on the walls will all add to the rich fabric of
the neighborhood.

PARK(ing) Day
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" ATreasure Hunt
H is a Horse, High ona wall
E is the Earth, ne Edge on this ball
acking Away
R is a Rubber duck, Ready to play

T is for Torex, not Te be found

E is the Epee, a sword with no Edge

L. is for Log cabin, Lost in a hedge

E is for Elephant, hiz Ears in the rain
M is a Mouse, Munching some grain
E is for EIf, mischievous 1o the End

N is 2 Newt, Nearby is her friend

T is the T; 2, Tickling your toe
o, in sum all Aglow

n, smashing Raw dough
Y is the Yeti, Yes, he's on the go

8 is for Starfish, Swimming in green
C ia a Claw, Clenching and mean

H ig For Helmer, with Horns rather tall
0 is an Owl, watching Over you all
0 is for Octopus, Out of the water

L is a Lollipop, Licked by a daughter

by Pote Beeman, 2016

Nt

Treasure Hunt
A collection of 22 objects, one for each letter in HEARST ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, scattered around the school campus, affixed to the building

and grounds. A central poem suggests each object, so students can seek out all of the objects in a permanent treasure hunt. Commissioned
by the DGS for Hearst Elementary School in Washington DC.

Pete Beeman, Treasure Hunt, Washington D.C., 2016

Minor Points of Interest

5. Main Street Subtleties

Develop a list of potential sites and small spaces for
placemaking interventions and 2D artworks. Alleyway
walls, utility boxes and traffic poles, and planting strips
should all be considered for small but interesting artworks.

Wayfinding 5

6. Provide unique and cohesive wayfinding that identifies
this location on the Grand Connection route, the immediate
cultural amenities, and identifies the adjoining hubs.
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Parklet, London, U .K.
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Action Plan for Implementation
First move: 2018

Develop the Main Street Program with performances
and evening art walks in collaboration with merchants
and property owners to activate the neighborhood for
the Bellwether Program.

Short term: 2019 — 2020

Pursue opportunities for Main Street Subtleties that can

be incorporated into existing and planned infrastructure.

Create Main Street Parklets for performance and artistic
interventions to coordinate with exiting events.

Make artist-designed wayfinding improvements specific
to the Grand Connection.

Mid term: 2021 — Ongoing

Integrate and artist into the design team of the
Meydenbauer Park Phase Il project.

Commission artist for the Main Street Foundation to
bring awareness to the proximity of the new park.

VIVA Vancouver is a program that transforms road spaces into vibrant
pedestrian spaces.

In collaboration with community groups, local businesses, and
regional partners, VIVA facilitates short- and long-term street closures
throughout the year, creating public spaces for walking, lounging, and
lunching.

Each summer Vancouver works to create vibrant pedestrian spaces
to help people make the best of the good weather and sunshine.

The VIVA Vancouver program supports parklets, hosts concerts and
events and also closes down the entire 800-block Robson Street for
a pedestrian-only plaza. Each year in this ped-zone is a new custom
installation to engage passersby. This year, Urban Reef won the
design competition, which included 78 entries from around the world.
Local designers, Kaz Bemner, Jeremiah Deutscher, Michael Siy and
Kenneth Navarra, are behind the prefab and modular Urban Reef
installation.

These spaces enhance the city’s sense of community, encourage
walking and cycling, and benefit local businesses.

The modular bench seating is built from computer-designed and
CNC-cut wooden segments that gradually morph to create a variety
of engaging shapes. Sit on the bench segments, lounge on flatter
areas or stand next to taller segments to eat street food from nearby
vendors. The three benches curve around informal performance
spaces and encourage socializing and engagement. The segments
were efficiently prefabricated off site to minimize waste, and off-cuts
of the locally-sourced wood were donated to a local art school.

Once on site, the segments were put together quickly and reduced
overall construction time. Once summer is over and Robson Street
is returned to the cars, Urban Reef can be moved to another park for
permanent installation.

Resources:

http://www.inhabitat.com
http://www.vancouver.ca/streets-transportation

Kaz Bemner, Jeremiah Deutscher, Michael Siy and Kenneth Navarra, Urban Reef, Vancouver, B.C., 2014



ACTION PLAN FOR IMPLEMENTATION

Developing a vibrant cultural corridor will need a
combination of major and minor investments in people,
programs, public art, and publicity. Big Moves are major
opportunities that will set the architecture of the cultural
corridor and are priorities in the short and long term. First
Moves are designed as tactical interventions to quickly
express the possibilities of the cultural corridor without
significant resources. For detailed information about short
term and mid-term actions, please see the opportunities
for events and programs and public art sections.

BIG MOVES

Adopt This Plan

This plan represents a bold vision for how art and culture
can be integrated into the future of the Grand Connection
and integral to its success.

Grand Connection Arts Program

A new standalone arts program will create the framework
for partners to collaborate to foster a lively, year-round
arts scene. This comprehensive yet flexible program

will coordinate partnerships, new programs and joint
marketing for arts and events along the route.

City View Gateway & Plaza

Create a unique entrance to the Grand Connection with

a large sculptural work and plaza marking the starting
point of cultural corridor. This area also provides great
opportunities for dramatic views of the downtown Bellevue
skyline.

Incubator and Cultural Arts Facility

The purpose of this facility is to create a home for
Bellevue’s arts and innovation community and provide
space for inexpensive offices, a flat-floor public assembly
space for 100 to 250 people, independent retail, and a
public outdoor area that energizes Wilburton. This space
can house artists, multicultural performances, non-profits,
pop-up retail, and entrepreneur meetups, among many
civic uses.

Transit Center Roof

The roofline of the Bellevue Transit Center is a defining
feature of the civic center. Artists could illuminate both the
interior and exterior of the Transit Center with color and
lighting elements that change and respond to the season
and important community events in the civic plaza.

The Lights at Compass Plaza

As Compass Plaza redevelops, a new signature sculpture
will anchor this public space as a year round, 18 hour a
day cultural destination. An artwork that incorporates light
and innovative materiality will add to its urban character
and could be integrated into the surrounding buildings on
the plaza edge or within the public space.

Bellevue Way Beacon

Bellevue’s signature art institution — the Bellevue Arts
Museum — and event — Snowflake Lane — are located at the
corner of Bellevue Way and NE 6th Street. A new signature
sculpture at the entrance to Bellevue Square Mall will
reinforce the cultural importance of this location.

The NE 6th Street Canopy

As a vital link between the Bellevue Connection and
Compass Plaza to the east and Bellevue Arts Museum

and Bellevue Square Mall to the West, an artist-designed
canopy will turn the current “pass-through” into a signature
promenade.

Downtown Park Gateway

Design, fabricate, and install a permanent sculptural
tower or gateway to Downtown Park to create a significant
entrance to the park at the intersection of NE 4th and
Bellevue Way. The gateway should serve as a welcoming
beacon to the park as well as a recognizable landmark.

Main Street Fountain

Phase Il of Meydenbauer Bay Park will develop 100th Ave
NE beginning at Main Street. A large sculpture or artist-
designed fountain integrated into the streetscape or park
at the intersection of Main Street and 100th Ave NE will
provide the visual cue to pedestrians and visitors that there
is water and more to see around the corner.

FIRST MOVES

Bellwether 2018

Re-imagine Bellwether as an annual 10-day curated
multi-disciplinary exhibition and festival that explores the
theme of connection as laid out in the Grand Connection
Vision Plan. Use the program to lay the foundations of

a new Grand Connection Arts Program including new
cultural plinths at Downtown Park, partnerships for a new
mural program along the Garden Hill Climb, and joint
programming with the Bellevue Arts Museum ARTSFair at
NE 6th Street.

Eastside Rail Corridor Connection

Claim the cultural corridor with Big Top Grand Stand
by SuttonBeresCuller installed at future plaza site for
inspiration and testing. Temporarily activate this space
with a large, colorful, highly visible work viewable from
civic center area. Host small events targeted to area
businesses, residents, and workers with the aim of
community building and collaboration.

Civic Center

Collaborate with Meydenbauer Center to develop

The Stoop and programming specific to the Grand
Connection within the lobby. Expand Storefronts program
at Meydenbauer Center to utilize all of the windows and
doors from the parking garage to the corner of NE 6th and
112th NE.
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Compass Plaza & Garden Hill Climb

Integrate an artist into design team to develop the Art
Crosswalk at 106th Avenue. Colorful artistic treatments will
enhance Bellevue’s identity as a fun, dynamic pedestrian
friendly destination.

Street As Plaza

Pilot the 6th Street Market concept as a cultural plinth by
hosting the Bellevue Arts Museum ARTS Fair on Bellevue
Way and NE 6th Street.

Downtown Park

Integrate artists into design team of NE 4th Street entry
plaza project for the Downtown Park Gateway and
raised-intersection at NE 4th Street and Bellevue Way.
Commission a temporary summer pavilion at the “Setts” for
Bellwether 2018.

Main Street Plaza & Meydenbauer Bay Park

Develop the Main Street Program with performances and
evening art walks in collaboration with merchants and
property owners to activate the neighborhood for the
Bellwether Program.

SHORT TERM: 2018 — 2020

Explore program partnerships with the King County Library
Regional Library’s new maker-space for an Emerging Artist
Program and with merchants and property owners along
the route for evening art walks. Make upgrades to NE 6th
between Bellevue Way and 106th Ave NE to be activated
as a festival street including replacing the sidewalk

art installation, adding light pole installations and new
wayfinding. Develop and support an artist community in
Wilburton by opening an arts incubator at Lincoln Center.

MID-TERM: 2021 — Ongoing

Refresh Compass Plaza as it redevelops by replacing
Bellgate and City Within A City artworks with a major

new signature light-based artwork and temporary artist-
designed canopies. Partner with Bellevue Square to
commission a new major sculpture to act as beacon at the
Bellevue Way and NE 6th Street entrance. Commission
artistic treatments west of 1-405 including along the
columns and guideway of future light rail crossing, a
cultural plinth and community hub at the redeveloped
Lincoln Center Property for events and performances, and
a signature gateway artwork at ERC connection to act as
entryway to the Grand Connection.
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