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City of 

Bellevue                 Post Office Box 90012 � Bellevue, Washington � 98009 9012 

 

Development Services Department  �  (425) 452-6800  �  Fax (425) 452-5225  �  TDD (425) 452-4636 
Lobby floor of City Hall, 450 110th Ave NE 

November 9, 2015 
 
Subject:    Downtown Bellevue Tunnel 
    15-122817 LY 
 
Reference Permit:  14-136642 GD 
 
Location:   1118 SE 1st Place 
 

EXPANDED EXEMPT WORK HOURS 
 
Request: Sound Transit requests 52 months of expanded work hours to complete 
the Downtown Bellevue Tunnel associated with the East Link extension.  This 
request identifies the following activities that must happen on a continuous 24 
hour cycle to accommodate tunnel construction; the use of horizontal excavation 
equipment, SEM initial support systems/toolbox items, shotcrete operation 
(including concrete batch plant equipment), fresh air circulation fans and 
dewatering pumps. 
 
Any future requests that are outside of the scope identified in this approval will be 
reviewed and evaluated under separate permit applications. 
 
The following conditions are intended to mitigate for expected noise created by 
construction activities 
 

1. Sound Transit or its agent shall construct an insulated 20 foot tall temporary 
construction sound wall at the earliest time technically feasible around the south 
portal site where staging and tunneling activities will occur. 

 
2. Sound Transit or its agent shall establish a 24 hour construction hotline to 

provide a single point of contact for construction inquiries and complaints per the 
terms included in your permit submittal.  However, complaints received by Code 
Compliance during work hours and City of Bellevue Police during evening hours 
will be directed back to the 24 hour hotline.  The City of Bellevue and Sound 
Transit will maintain logs of complaint activity and that information will be shared 
between agencies. Sound Transit or its agent shall address these noise 
complaints and implement appropriate measures to resolve these complaints, 
which may include indoor mitigation measures. 
 

3. A plan for public outreach shall be undertaken by Sound Transit public outreach 
staff.  Once the permit is issued, Sound Transit will be responsible for 
implementing the plan and a pro-active program of notification and 
communication identified in the permit application including, but not limited to, an 
"informational" public meeting attended by both agencies and construction 
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contractor a minimum of 30 days prior to the start of any heavy civil construction 
covered by this permit, early written notice of construction activities, hosting 
public meetings, and communicating with businesses in the vicinity. Sound 
Transit’s contractor will be required to participate in public outreach activities and 
meetings as appropriate during construction. 
 

4. A minimum of 14 calendar days prior to the commencement of the construction 
activity related to this request, Sound Transit or its agent shall provide public 
notice to the City of Bellevue and properties within 1,000 feet of the south portal 
and mid-tunnel access point sites.  The form of the communication shall be 
developed by consensus between the two agencies. 
 

5. A copy of the public notice described in condition number 4 shall be provided to 
the Development Services Department at least 14 calendar days in advance of 
proposed construction outside the normal exempt construction noise hours. 
 

6. Sound Transit or its agent shall be responsible to establish a Noise and Vibration 
Control Plan per the terms listed in Section 1.06 of the Contract Specifications 
submitted as part of this extended work hour request.  The Noise and Vibration 
Control Plan shall be submitted to the City of Bellevue Development Services 
Department for review and approval prior to initiating nighttime construction noise 
activities. 
 

7. Sound Transit or its agent shall be responsible for establishing a Noise and 
Vibration Mitigation Plan per the terms listed in Section 1.07 of the Contract 
Specifications submitted as part of this extended work hour request. The Noise 
and Vibration Mitigation Plan shall be submitted to the City of Bellevue 
Development Services Department for review and approval prior to initiating 
nighttime construction noise activities. 
 

8. Sound Transit or its agent shall be responsible for implementing the Construction 
Methods for Operations and Construction Methods for Noise Abatement 
Measures identified in Sections 3.04 and 3.05 of the Contract Specifications 
submitted as part of this extended work hour request. 
 

9. Sound Transit or its agent shall be responsible to implement the Noise and 
Vibration Measurement Procedures identified in Section 3.06 of the Contract 
Specifications submitted as part of this extended work hour request. 
 

10. To mitigate for predicted nighttime construction noise levels exceeding 60 dBA 
Leq (1-hour) in the immediate vicinity of the south portal site and the 52 month 
duration of nighttime construction noise, Sound Transit or its agents shall be 
responsible to offer sound mitigation packages to the eleven properties identified 
in Exhibit A attached to this report.  These parcels are also identified as R4, R5, 
R8, R9, R10, R11, R14, R15, R19, R20 and R21 in the report prepared by 
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Stephen Wolf, ATS Consultant in Figure 1-1 submitted with this application.  
These packages should consider temporary and permanent sound mitigation 
such as windows, doors, chimney baffles, and air conditioning.  Sound Transit or 
its agent shall provide evidence to the City of Bellevue Development Services 
Department that offers have been made and whether or not they have been 
accepted. If monitoring of actual nighttime construction noise reveals that 
additional single family residential properties are receiving noise greater than 60 
dBA Leq (1-hour), additional sound insulation package offers may be warranted. 
 

11. Nighttime project sound levels shall not exceed the proposed limit of 72 dBA Leq 
(1-hour) as identified in the permit application.  This number is based on 
predicted nighttime noise levels all mitigation deployed. 
 

12. Sound Transit or its agent shall be required to obtain approval from the City of 
Bellevue Right of Way Use (ROW) Division for nighttime construction activities 
that impact the ROW outside the scope of this approval such as haul routes and 
staging activities which have been identified in your ROW Use Permit. 
 

13. This approval of extended work hours shall expire 52 months from the 
commencement of nighttime construction. 
 

14. If an exceedance of the 72 dBA Leq (1-hour) noise limit were to occur, Sound 
Transit will require the contractor to cease the specific activity immediately. The 
exceedance may result in a review or modification of the conditions imposed by 
this approval. 
 

15. The City of Bellevue or its agent shall conduct a one year review of noise levels 
and mitigation and may modify the terms and conditions of this approval as 
needed if it is determined that the current approval and current conditions are not 
adequately protecting the public health and safety or reasonably controlling or 
mitigation the construction noise, or that there are more reasonable methods of 
doing so based on best management practices. 
 

16. A copy of this authorization shall be kept available at the job site. 
 

The conditions established by this permit approval are based on the nature and merits 
of the request, staff review, and third party peer review.  Any change of scope of work or 
environmental conditions may require review or modification of the conditions contained 
herein. 
  
Section 1.06 of the Contract Specifications 
Section 1.07 of the Contract Specifications 
Section 3.04 of the Contract Specifications 
Section 3.05 of the Contract Specifications 
Section 3.06 of the Contract Specifications 
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Exhibit A - Properties Exceeding 60dBA

Locator    Map

The City of Bellevue does not guarantee that the information on this 
map is accurate or complete. This data is provided on an "as is" basis 
and disclaims all warranties.
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