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aerial view of BelRed with Downtown Bellevue beyond






rendering of BelRed courtesy of MAKERS









BelRed | Park, Trail and Open Space System
01
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EXISTING CONDITIONS

PLANNING IN PLACE



















BelRed | Park, Trail and Open Space System
THE STAGE 07

PLANNING IN PLACE

This parks system plan is a product of a greater effort to define — N
the future of BelRed. A large body of research, study and i
planning precedes it. This plan builds upon the depth of that
material to describe the collective vision for the new park, trail
and open space system.

BelRed

A wealth of information is readily available to BelRed landowners
and developers including land use and zoning regulations,
density bonus systems, geotechnical surveys and statistics,
hydraulic and hydrology studies, future transportation
infrastructure plans and timeframes, light rail station area
planning, regional stormwater management opportunities

and urban design themes. All serve to kick-start development
and real property investigation in order to quickly build an
understanding of the development potential of any particular site.

More detailed information on any of these studies, reports and
policy documents can be found at the city’s web page or by
calling Bellevue Planning & Community Development at
(425) 452-6800.

http://www.bellevuewa.gov/bel-red_intro.htm
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BelRed PARKS & OPEN SPACE IMPROVEMENTS (from BelRed Subarea Plan)

BelRed Parks and Open Space Project List

N-1: Neighborhood Park — Along West Tributary, adjacent
to NE 16th Street Parkway. Integrates major trail systems and
regional stormwater detention with neighborhood park facilities.
Includes 1-acre remnant transportation acquisition.

Size: 7 acres

N-2: Neighborhood Park — Along West Tributary, adjacent
to Bel-Red Road. Integrates major trail and neighborhood park
facilities. Includes 3-acre neighborhood park / 1-acre riparian.
Size: 4 acres

N-3/CP: Neighborhood Park/Civic Plaza — Along Goff
Creek, north of NE 16th Street between 130th Avenue NE and
132nd Avenue NE. Integrates approximately 1-acre urban plaza
along pedestrian oriented retail street with 3-acre neighborhood
park and trail facilities along 1-acre riparian corridor.

Size: 5 acres

N-4: Neighborhood Park — Along Goff Creek, between
Bel-Red Road and NE 16th Street. Integrates trail system along
riparian corridor with neighborhood park facilities. Includes
3-acre neighborhood park / 1-acre riparian.

Size: 4 acres

G: Gateway Park — Near the intersection of 124th Avenue NE
and Bel-Red Road. Integrates mini park facilities and potential art
component near major road intersection to serve as gateway to
the BelRed Corridor.

Size: 1 acre

T-1: Trail Head — Located adjacent to BNSF at Lake Bellevue.
Integrates a trailhead with mini park facilities at BNSF regional
trail and Lake Bellevue.

Size: 1 acre

T-2: Trail Head — Located at the BNSF regional trail corridor
and the NE 15th/16th Parkway. Integrates a trailhead with mini
park facilities at the crossing of the two major multipurpose
trails.

Size: 1 acre

M-1: Mini Park — Along Sears Creek west of 148th Avenue
NE, between Bel-Red Road and NE 16th Street. Integrates trail
system and riparian corridor with mini park facilities.

Size: 1 acre

M-2: Mini Park — Centrally located between Bel-Red Road,
156th Avenue NE, and NE 20th Street. Incorporates mini park
facilities to serve node.

Size: 1 acre

M-3: Mini Park — Located between 120th Avenue NE and
124 Avenue NE and south of NE 15th/16th Street. Provides
park facilities to serve residential and commercial mixed use
development.

Size: 1 acre

C-1: Community Park — Along West Tributary adjacent to
120th Avenue NE. Incorporates trailhead and trail system along
West Tributary and BNSF with community park facilities. Includes
10-acre acquisition through purchase for community park
facilities and 7-acre open space dedication by adjacent owner.
Size: 17 acres

Major Indoor Recreation Facility — 150,000 square feet;
Components could include sports, health and fitness facilities
and major aquatic center, together with companion outdoor
sports facilities. Location not shown on map.

Size: 10 acres

BelRed Environmental and Trail Project List

West Tributary Riparian Corridor & Neighborhood
Park — Restore 100-foot-wide native plant riparian corridor on
each side of the West Tributary from the BNSF right-of-way to
Bel-Red Road with a paved ped-bike path (10 feet) on one side
of the stream. Improve fish passage and rehabilitate in-stream
habitat.

Length/Size: 6350 If stream / 27-acre riparian corridor

Goff Creek Riparian Corridor — Develop a 50-foot-wide
native plant and social amenity riparian corridor on each side,
integrating natural drainage practices, 8-foot paved/boardwalk
trail, art and place-making features as part of redevelopment
north of NE 16th Street. Realign and daylight Goff Creek

with additional floodplain stormwater capacity. Restore fish
passage.

Length/Size: 4200 If / 1.5 acres

Kelsey Creek Tributary Riparian Corridor — Restore
a b0-foot average width native plant and social amenity riparian
corridor on each side. Integrate natural drainage practices, soft
surface pathway, art and place-making features in corridor.
Restore fish passage.

Length/Size: 2000 If / 12 acres

Valley Creek Riparian Corridor — Restore a 100-foot
average width native plant riparian corridor on each side between
Highland Community Park and State Route 520. Include paved
multi-use trail/boardwalk on one side.

Length/Size: 500 If / 3 acres

Sears Creek Riparian Corridor — Restore a 50-foot
average width native plant riparian corridor along each side
of Sears Creek. Rehabilitate salmon habitat, channel capacity,
restore riparian functions, and provide soft surface pedestrian
pathway. Daylight piped area of stream.

Length/Size: 1300 If / 8.5 acres







HEALTHY OUTCOMES

“What makes this place ultimately successful?”

The story of BelRed's parks, trails and open spaces is about
reimagining the landscape as a place that shapes a healthy
community. This is measured in three key areas:

Healthy people: BelRed’s vibrant, pedestrian-centered
character will foster the active and outdoor Northwest lifestyle
to which so many people are atracted. Linked by a network of
trails, the parks and open spaces will provide a welcome escape
and an interconnecting fabric to encourage healthy activity year-
round in all types of weather.

Healthy environment: A reimagined BelRed is a model
for commercial and residential density, transit and pedestrian-
oriented connections. This new neighborhood will be in the
unique position to reduce the environmental impacts of its
growing population. In addition to reducing impacts of growth,
the restoration of functioning creeksheds and healthy tree
canopies will improve long lost habitat, provide a recreational
amenity for the area’s new residents, and provide natural water
and air quality functions benefiting the city as a whole.

Healthy economy: The unique lifestyle and character of
BelRed, shaped largely by its parks, open spaces and trails, will
be a catalyst for development and growth. This growth triggers
a positive feedback loop, providing resources for additional
investment in parks and public space, which then encourages
added development and growth. Early public and private
financial investment in parks is necessary to start the catalytic
cycle that will lead to development of other public and private
civic infrastructure in BelRed.

These three key areas are linked and can be mutually reinforcing
entities if they are considered and designed into future BelRed
projects. A well planned, cohesive park system is a critical
conduit to allow the energy of each area to positively impact
the others. BelRed parks will provide opportunities for active
recreation, quiet reflection, environmental performance, and
economic development, all of which are necessary ingredients
for a diverse and healthy community.

HEALTHY
PEOPLE

HEALTHY
ENVIRONMENT

HEALTHY
ECONOMY
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aerial view looking northeast
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01 FILL THE VOID

BelRed’s growth into a hub of light industry placed little
emphasis on the development of public amenities. It is the
absence of green space, when compared to the rest of the city, \

which makes BelRed easy to locate on a map. N |
AN |
Subsequently, the site is devoid of the elements that enable ¥ w
healthy and thriving communities (e.g., parks, sidewalks, bike ,
lanes, pedestrian-scaled blocks, and healthy open streams). The ™
TN

success of future growth and development is dependent upon an
infusion of these elements, not the least of which is a great park
system.













02 REVEAL AND RESTORE
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Reveal and Restore is both a literal and thematic place-making
strategy. In BelRed’s past, streams were buried, forests were
cleared and much ecological character and function was lost.
Future development must work to restore the ecological fabric
of the area as a way to engage and attract new residential and
commercial uses.
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03 LAYER USES

Land uses in BelRed currently tend to be highly segregated,
physically separated and perform a single use or purpose. New |

development in BelRed will need to design for the opposite. A: l /\:

This applies to both public and private investment.

For public infrastructure, each component of the park and trail I 1y
system and street and utility network should perform multiple l @

functions (e.g., pedestrian connectivity, storm and surface
water capture and wildlife habitat). Maximizing the uses within
existing or newly created open space enables a rich and layered
pedestrian experience while accommodating a wide range of
development densities.

For private development, layering uses will come in the form
of mixed use structures that accommodate office and retail,
residential and services, and many other combinations. Private
developments must also participate cooperatively with their
neighbors to create elements of public realm which when
connected together create a new neighborhood.
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04 CONNECT THE DOTS
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The design of BelRed’s park, trail and open space system must
be evaluated across a range of scales, from regional to site-
specific analyses. Designing concurrently at multiple scales
generates a rich and layered place-based response that is well
suited to the contingencies of a growing and dynamic BelRed.

While BelRed is currently identified as a single place, it will
ultimately comprise a series of different yet complementary
neighborhoods. Parks and open spaces will provide both the
separation and connection that give these future communities
their character.










Ballard Garage: then/now Food Giant: then/now Rainier Brewery: then/now



05 PRESERVE LOCAL CHARACTER
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People are attracted to authentic spaces and places. An authentic
sense of place can only be achieved if the underlying conditions
of the site and character of the neighborhood are understood and
incorporated into the design of new development.

BelRed has long been starved of this attention. Past clearing,
grading and stream manipulation have erased or obscured

much of the natural geography of the area. Despite the sterile
physical setting, BelRed has cultivated a unique culture in its
patchwork of small businesses and services focused on arts

and culture, indoor recreation, automotive services and interior
design and furnishing. These could be victims of redevelopment,
erased as easily as the physical geography was erased in past
development phases, if care is not taken to preserve and protect
BelRed’s existing service and business culture.

“How to preserve local character?”

Avoid a “clean slate” mentality when considering the
development potential and tenant mix of the site. What local
businesses are operating on the site or nearby? Would they
add value and attract future residents or workers to the new
development?

Research, understand and design to the existing and future
development of private and public infrastructure within 2 mile
of the site.

Recruit existing or new local businesses as tenants near plazas
and parks before signing a national chain or franchise.

Design to accommodate unique commercial uses rather than
generic storefront space.

Support local food production and urban agriculture. A
common thread in BelRed'’s past is food production, from large
farms to industrial preparation. Keep this character trait alive by
designing to allow small or larger scale gardening on the ground
or rooftop. Seek out new or existing micro-breweries, creameries
or bakeries for commercial tenants. Design space for a local
farmers market.







THE PARKS OF BelRed

WEST TRIBUTARY PARK

EASTSIDE RAIL CORRIDOR TRAIL

SPRING DISTRICT

GOFF CREEK CIVIC PLAZA AND PARK
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EASTSIDE RAIL CORRIDOR TRAIL
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Park Type
Regional Trail Corridor - with sections owned by King County/

Port of Seattle and Sound Transit

Approximate Size
1 mile through BelRed, 7 miles in Bellevue, and 42 miles total
from Renton to Snohomish

Description

Because of its route and uninterrupted length, this corridor
provides a backbone for the transportation and regional trail
system in East King County. The corridor provides opportunities
for accommodating local light rail, regional commuter rail or
freight rail, a major regional trail facility as well as a corridor for
utility services such as Cascade Water Alliance and Puget Sound
Energy. The goal is to preserve the Eastside Rail Corridor for
public dual use, including a dramatic expansion of the regional
trails network and a valuable corridor for future motorized
transportation uses.

Connections

This regional trail will create a fast pedestrian or bicycle
connection to Downtown Bellevue and serve as an unparalleled
recreational and commuter link to Kirkland, Newcastle and
Renton.




images courtesy of Wright Runstad



SPRING DISTRICT

Park Type
A public mini-park - owned, developed and maintained by a
private developer

Approximate Size
1 acre with other adjacent private plazas and open space

Description

The Spring District is a 36-acre mixed-use urban neighborhood
planned around a future light rail station on the west side of
BelRed. The emerging urban neighborhood will have over

4 million square feet of office space with supporting retail
amenities and up to 1,000 multifamily residences.

A network of open spaces will flow through the development,
creating a pedestrian friendly environment and will connect all
the commercial and residential buildings, as well as the light rail
station to existing trail and bike networks in Bellevue. The parks
and open spaces will offer quiet corners where new neighbors
and office workers can meet, active water fountains for children,
and open areas perfect for playing a game of Bocci ball with
friends. The Spring District open spaces are an integral part of
the sustainable design as they serve to capture rainwater run-off
from the new buildings that surround them.

Connections

The Spring District public and private park spaces will benefit
from an extraordinary number of new pedestrian, vehicle and
light rail connections that will bring park users to and through
these parks. Parks and plazas will be adjacent to a light rail
station providing easy all-day access to the Spring District from
Downtown Bellevue and Redmond’s Overlake neighborhood.
The parks are also connected to the 15th/16th Street
multipurpose pathway, which provides easy connections to
major features of the BelRed park system including the regional
Eastside Rail Corridor Trail to the west and the West Tributary
Park and Trail to the east.
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