
 
2026 Grant Allocations 

Allocations Committee Review Panel 
• Sandra Martínez, Bellevue Arts Commission 
• Charles McIntyre, Bellevue Arts Commission 
• Era Pogosova 

 
Grant Allocation Process 
Award recommendations are developed through an in-depth application process administered by the 
Arts Program and evaluated by an Allocations Committee appointed by the Arts Commission. The 
Committee considers the quality of creative engagement, the public benefits generated for Bellevue 
residents and visitors, and the organizational capacity and sustainability of the applicants. 

 
2026 Funding Recommendations 
This year, the City of Bellevue received a total request of $464,000 (including the BelRed bonus) from 67 
applicants. At its meeting on November 3, 2025, the Allocations Committee recommended that $200,000 
be allocated to 31 individuals and nonprofit organizations. 

• $187,000 allocated to 31 individuals and organizations in Project grants 
• $13,000 to 13 organizations in BelRed bonus grants 

 

 
A list of each recommended allocation is attached at the end of this action item. 



2026 Project Allocations 

 
Program Goals 
Project grants provide funding for arts, cultural and heritage projects that serve residents and visitors in 
Bellevue, Washington. We encourage innovative projects by artists, individuals, and communities that fill 
cultural gaps and inspire new forms of creative participation. Applicants can request three levels of 
funding, $3,000, $5,000 and $7,000. Projects must take place in 2026. 

 
Process and criteria for evaluation 
Panelists separately reviewed and scored the applications based on how well they demonstrated the 
stated criteria, using a scale of 1-10. The scale consists of six qualities in ascending order from no 
achievement to most achievement: not competitive (1); fair (2-3); good (4-5); great (6-7); excellent (8-9); 
exceptional (10). Panelists provided scores for the following criteria: 

 
Artistic Innovation 

• Quality and promise of the proposed arts, cultural, and heritage project to meet the cultural 
needs of an audience and constituent group. 

• Innovative approach to foster creative and civic participation by Bellevue’s diverse residents 
and visitors, particularly underserved people and communities. 

• Fills a gap in art, cultural, or heritage offerings and opportunities not regularly available to 
Bellevue residents and visitors. 

 
Public Access and Benefit 

• Quality and extent of public benefits offered to Bellevue residents and visitors. 
• One or more compelling, feasible public events in Bellevue are clearly described. 

 
Project Feasibility 

• Demonstrated experience of project leaders to accomplish the scope and scale of the project. 
• Evidence of thoughtful planning, including clearly articulated goals and processes for 

evaluation. 
• Realistic budget and timeline. 

 
For Project grants, applicants were either fully funded at their requested amount or not funded at all. 



Recommended 2026 Project Allocations ($3,000, $5,000 or $7,000 awards) 

Artist or 
Organization 

Project Overview Request 
2026 

Grant 
Allocation 

Abbie Richert 
*↑ 

I propose hosting four pinhole workshops over two days. Workshops 
will be offered to middle and high-school-aged students from 
underserved communities. Students will learn the basics of pinhole 
photography and sustainable darkroom techniques, then shoot and 
develop their own portraits on the spot. We will use direct positive 
paper and the coffee-based developer known as caffenol. Following 
these workshops, I will host a group show with all images created 
during the workshops on display, open for public viewing. 

 
 
 

$7,000 

 
 
 

$7,000 

Anita Yan 
Wong ↑ 

I would like to create a fish wall art with the help of the public. Seventy 
pieces of (unglazed, ready to hang) pottery fish art featuring our local 
fish (such as Salmon, rainbow trout, etc.) will be provided at a pottery 
glazing event, where all visitors will be invited to paint/glaze their own 
fish. The 100 glazed fish will be fired and installed in a public space, 
accompanied by a water movement light show.  This interactive art 
project raises awareness about local pottery art, the preservation of 
nature, and our local stream. 

$3,000 $3,000 

Anu Samrat *↑ 

Present kolams!  A kolam is a creation traditionally made with rice flour 
on the floor. It is a daily morning ritual in many homes in South India. I 
will create & present some kolams on the floor and some on other 
media (for example: trifold, wooden boards, fabric).  I will present four 
in-person, independent sessions of 90-120 minutes teaching this art 
form. I will create videos with step-by-step instructions on how to 
create kolam patterns. 

 

 
$7,000 

 

 
$7,000 

Art Commons 
*↑ 

Art Commons will host a Bellevue Creative Summit in fall 2026, as part 
of our ongoing Creative Summit programming around East King 
County. Creative Summits are targeted gatherings for the arts 
community where people come together to get to know each other, 
share their art, and participate in an educational program – either a 
group art workshop or a roundtable panel discussion. The goal is to 
weave together personal connections, artistic and collaborative 
opportunities, and creative inspiration in the local community. 

$5,000 $5,000 

Bellevue 
Symphony * 

BelSym’s Fall 2026 concert at the Meydenbauer Center Theatre will 
feature 50+ professional musicians performing works by Ravel, Grieg, 
Chopin, and Brahms. Three winners of BelSym’s French International 
Music Competition will perform. Visual art from the 2025 Bellevue Arts 
Fair will be projected behind the orchestra during the concert. Two of 
the four featured artists will participate in our Community Connect 
event. They will display their artwork in the Meydenbauer lobby before 
the concert, during intermission, and after the concert. Six additional 
participants of the Connect are local nonprofits who will set up tables 
in the lobby to connect with concertgoers. 

 
 
 

 
$7,000 

 
 
 

 
$7,000 

BelRed Arts 
District 

Community 
Alliance *↑ 

We propose stronger arts and cultural access at the BelRed Arts Studio 
by subsidizing our 96 sq ft rotating artist studio at $2.50/sq ft (below 
the $4–$5 market rate) to ensure affordability and offer a series of free 
arts educational classes. This initiative aligns with our mission to 
provide accessible opportunities for historically marginalized artists 
and bring lasting cultural value to the BelRed Arts District and Eastside.  

 
 

 
$7,000 

 
 

 
$7,000 



Brenda 
Loukes ↑ 

'Call and Response' is a live, 2-hour interactive public event, where 
audience members are invited to participate in a short, spontaneous 
drawing activity, and then join artists Brenda Loukes and XinXin in 
making a community painting in response to the music of a live 
musician (TBC). The aim is to give people the opportunity to 
experience joy and connection through creativity and collaboration.  In 
the past, people left these events feeling inspired and uplifted. 

 
 
 

$3,000 

 
 
 

$3,000 

Cafecito 
Mexican 

Bakery *↑ 

Participate in an immersive Dia De Los Muertos experience featuring 
local vendors and live performances. The event invites attendees to 
contribute by bringing a photo or offering to be placed on the 
community “Offrenda.” Youth will have the opportunity to decorate 
sugar skulls and create papel picado, gaining insights into the cultural 
significance and historical background of each tradition. The 
community will also engage in Loteria (Mexican Bingo), accompanied 
by Catrinas and Catrines available for commemorative photographs. 
Shop from vendors selling Dia de los Muertos items and traditional 
foods. 

 
 
 

 
$7,000 

 
 
 

 
$7,000 

Center for 
Global Muslim 

Life *↑ 

The Pacific Northwest Prayer Rug Project: Bellevue Ramadan Arts & 
Iftar Festival brings this important gathering to Bellevue for the first 
time, building on two years of community Ramadan events at Seattle 
City Hall. Co-created with Muslim and Indigenous artists, the 
exhibition will feature prayer rug designs rooted in Pacific Northwest 
heritage, alongside live performances and a public Iftar. This free, 
inclusive event celebrates the contributions of Muslim communities in 
Bellevue and the Eastside, fostering creativity, belonging, and cross-
cultural understanding. 

 
 

 
$7,000 

 
 

 
$7,000 

Emerald 
Ballet 

Academy *↑ 

The Bellevue Public Printmaking Workshop: "Skate & Create" provides 
a free, hands-on art experience for all ages at the City of Bellevue 
indoor skatepark. Participants will design and print bold one-color 
stickers using relief or screen printmaking, exploring personal identity 
and symbolic imagery. Led by expert instructors, this workshop 
bridges visual arts and skate culture, fostering creativity and inclusion. 
Grant funds will cover materials, artist fees, venue, and marketing to 
ensure public participation and accessibility. 

$5,000 $5,000 

Evolution 
Studios ↑ 

Evolution Studios will produce and promote a free, youth-focused live 
music event with the energy and excitement found at Seattle venues, 
only we’ll bring it to the Highland Outdoor Skate Plaza (14224 NE Bel-
Red Rd) in summer 2026. The skateboarding and music communities 
share a deep cultural connection, much like the once-iconic Warped 
Tour. While that event faded due to high ticket prices and declining 
attendance, ours is free, accessible by public transportation, and 
welcomes everyone! We’ll feature local musicians who will perform 
and share their stories. Main expenses include artist compensation 
and a professional sound system. 

$7,000 $7,000 

Expressions 
Arts *↑ 

The Pacific Northwest Youth Entrepreneur Expo is a one-day, free-to-
the-public community event featuring the viewing and sale of juried 
creations by 85 youth entrepreneurs (ages 5-25), along with quality 
live entertainment, food, and children’s activities. This event offers a 
varied cultural experience, providing children with an opportunity to 
serve and support the community, unify its members, and raise funds 
for local charities. In 2024 and 2025, it served 500 community 
participants.  

$7,000 $7,000 



Gage 
Academy of 

Art *↑ 

This grant will support our Teen Art Studio (TAS) in Bellevue, a free, 
weekly, year-round drop-in art program designed for teens ages 13-18. 
Students learn from rotating professional teaching artists in a variety 
of subjects and media. A Facilitator also attends weekly to create 
consistency across the program and develop trusted relationships. 
Participants, many of whom identify as BIPOC, LGBTQ+, and low-
income, create a community of belonging and support. Art supplies 
and a meal are provided.   

$7,000 $7,000 

Ghislaine 
Robert *↑ 

Theatre33 will present Diagnostique Réservé (Critical but Stable) by 
acclaimed French playwright Jean-Pierre Martinez, known for his witty, 
philosophical comedies. Performed by eight local actors, the 
production will run for seven performances at Theatre33 in Bellevue 
in May 2026. Rehearsed over four months, the play explores human 
absurdity and resilience through laughter. Presented in French with 
English subtitles, it fosters cultural exchange and bilingual 
engagement within Bellevue’s growing arts community. 

$5,000 $5,000 

Global Artists 
Collective ↑ 

Get Live with Global Heat… An Interactive Experience!  We will present: 
1) an interactive live Concert, 2) a Rhymes & Beats Workshop, and 3) 
an Artist Meet & Greet.  Global Heat band will perform spontaneous 
compositions inspired by audience prompts (e.g., three random 
words, a feeling, or a scene), as well as an arranged repertoire.  The 
ensemble will deliver energetic, uplifting performances blending 
original Soul, Funk, Jazz, and Hip Hop in original songs, and choice 
covers of songs by popular artists. 

$7,000 $7,000 

Jamil Suleman 
*↑ 

“Voices of Bellevue: The Desi Diaspora” is a short-form documentary 
video series spotlighting South Asian businesses, stories, and cultural 
spaces across Bellevue. Hosted by Zain Suleman and 
directed/produced by filmmaker Jamil Suleman, the series features 
interviews, community history, and a music video finale. By sharing 
the voices behind Bellevue’s Desi community, the project promotes 
cultural pride, visibility, and connection. It is released online and 
through local screenings to celebrate and uplift Bellevue’s rich 
multicultural identity. 

$7,000 $7,000 

Larine Chung 
*↑ 

Spring and Summer Festivals: Art x Music Fusion Celebration is a 
vibrant, interactive celebration blending visual art and music, inviting 
guests to sketch to rhythm, improvise with color, and discover the joy 
of creative play. No art experience needed, just curiosity and heart. It's 
an empowering invitation to step into the creative process and 
discover that everyone can be an artist.   Local artist Larine Chung will 
be leading the events together with Seattle Chinese Music Ensemble. 
Designed to make creative expression accessible to all, this hands-on 
session encouraged participants to explore the emotional and 
sensory connections between visual art and sound. 

$5,000 $5,000 

Maíz 
Education 

Collaborative 
- Fiesta del 

Maíz * 

Fiesta del Maíz celebrates Mesoamerican Indigenous Cultures and the 
sacred, ancestral history of maíz, uniting community through 
education and celebration. While the festival has successfully run for 
two years, our current volunteer model has limited the crucial areas of 
communication and marketing. This grant addresses this gap to 
ensure the festival's sustainability and community access. Funds will 
establish a strong digital identity—including a website, professional 
logo, and digital content—and secure a dedicated communications 
manager. This targeted investment will allow us to communicate in 
real-time, effectively message a welcoming environment for 
immigrant communities, and build the infrastructure needed for 
festival growth. 

$5,000 $5,000 

 



  

Malia Peoples 
* 

KAPA is a series of free pop-up artmaking events in Bellevue that help 
revitalize the nearly lost Native Hawaiian art of barkcloth (Kapa) and 
share the authentic history of Hawaii. Led by a Native Hawaiian artist, 
KAPA transforms underused public spaces into welcoming sites for 
creativity, cultural learning, and community connection. Participants 
engage in hands-on art making with sustainable materials, fostering 
conversation, belonging, and cultural awareness. This activity turns 
Bellevue’s parks and libraries into inclusive spaces of learning and 
public benefit.  

$3,000 $3,000 

Nahui Ollin 
Tezcatlipoca -- 

YES Latino 
H.E.A.T. ↑ 

The Danza Azteca in the Park will feature Bellevue's very own Aztec 
Danza group, welcoming Washington, Oregon, and California Danza 
groups in an Aztec Dance Circle. This traditional ceremony is a form of 
community respect, an art form that expresses nature in movement, 
and teaches respect for all ages, races, and walks of life. Attendees can 
learn about the instruments and drumming, and there will be art and 
food vendors. 

$7,000 $7,000 

North 
America Art 

Photographer
s Association 

The 2026 exhibition theme is Light & Coexistence. This theme explores 
the coexistence and interactions between humans and nature, urban 
environments, and interpersonal relationships. Works will include 
urban street photography, cultural documentation, natural landscapes, 
and community life. Our association will encourage members to 
engage with Bellevue community events, while also inviting 
contributions from across Washington State. For example, NAAPA 
members have participated in the Methow Valley Rodeo in Winthrop, 
producing a series of powerful works that connect art with community 
experiences.  

$7,000 $7,000 

Oni Arts 
Foundations 

*↑ 

CroXss Ethnic Exchange, produced by the Oni Arts Foundation under 
the direction of Nailah Oni Bulley, is a three-day cultural arts residency 
and community showcase engaging youth and adults across King 
County. Through African Diaspora dance, drumming, costuming, and 
storytelling, participants explore identity, collaboration, and creative 
healing. The program culminates in a public performance celebrating 
unity and shared heritage, providing accessible, inclusive arts 
education that uplifts the community and honors the cultural 
traditions that connect us all. 

$7,000 $7,000 

Radio 
Enthusiasts of 
Puget Sound 

* 

Radio Enthusiasts of Puget Sound (REPS) have produced live audio 
theater since 1993.  The actors read either from new or classic radio 
show scripts from the 1930s, 1940s, and 1950s.  They are supported 
with live keyboard music.  Live sound effects are created by artists, 
including doors opening and closing, walking sounds, and doorbell 
ringing.  REPS casts include well-known stars of classic TV and radio 
shows from the Golden Days of Hollywood. 

$7,000 $7,000 

Rohini Mathur 
*↑ 

“Pollinator Hubs: Bees & Butterflies in Bloom” is an outdoor 
community art installation featuring two themed “free library” hubs- 
one for bees and another for butterflies; each accompanied by a sitting 
bench. Each hub will offer educational and artistic resources such as 
pollinator guides, coloring sheets, seed packets, and rotating 
community artworks. Community painting days will invite residents to 
help decorate the hubs, creating a vibrant, interactive space that 
educates, inspires, and celebrates Bellevue’s biodiversity. 

$5,000 $5,000 



Santhanalaksh
mi 

Ramanathan 
*↑ 

The Language of the Soul: Decoding Bharatanatyam for everyone. This 
workshop offers a beautiful and accessible pathway into 
Bharatanatyam by focusing on Bharatanatyam- The art form's origin 
and evolution in storytelling. The theme, "Language of the Soul," uses 
universal emotion to connect with the varied diaspora. Participants will 
learn the ancient Navarasas (nine emotions) and basic Mudras (hand 
gestures). Activities challenge attendees to use this classical vocabulary 
to share personal, simple narratives, providing a meaningful and 
tangible way to embody and celebrate their cultural heritage. 

$3,000 $3,000 

Seattle 
Chamber 

Music Society 
* 

In summer 2026, SCMS will bring The Concert Truck mobile concert 
venue to Bellevue for a series of 3 chamber music performances 
located in public spaces such as Bellevue Botanical Gardens and 
Ashwood Playfield. Each concert is free, family-friendly, and focused on 
building connection through music. SCMS recently acquired The 
Concert Truck (which we had rented in previous years), allowing us to 
expand this concert series and respond to demand for an increased 
presence in Bellevue. 

$7,000 $7,000 

Seattle Indies 
*↑ 

Seattle Indies requests funding to host a specialized 48-hour Game Jam 
dedicated to mental health innovation in Bellevue, WA. This event will 
convene 150+ regional developers, designers, and clinicians to rapidly 
prototype interactive tools and games focused on promoting wellness, 
reducing stigma, and providing supportive coping mechanisms.  Our 
goal is to leverage the Puget Sound’s immense tech talent to create 
open-source, accessible, and engaging mental health resources. Grant 
funds will cover venue costs, expert mentorship (both clinical and 
industry), and operational support, ensuring an inclusive environment 
that drives.  

$7,000 $7,000 

Seattle Young 
Philharmonic 

“Tales Through Melody” is a chamber concert series combining 
storytelling, music appreciation, and live performance. In 2026, five 
free public concerts at community centers will introduce audiences—
especially youth and families—to classical works bridging Eastern and 
Western cultures, such as The Butterfly Lovers, Carmen Overture, 
Turandot, and Madama Butterfly. Through narration and guided 
listening, the series invites the community to discover how music 
expresses emotion, culture, and shared human stories beyond words.  

$7,000 $7,000 

Sharbani 
Datta * 

This project, Nritya Setu (Dance as a Bridge), will present performances 
and community events showcasing Odissi, a 2,000-year-old classical 
dance from India. Through public presentations and collaborations, the 
project will make Odissi accessible to Bellevue’s diverse communities. 
By highlighting themes of respect, teamwork, and cultural connection, 
it will engage audiences of all ages. The initiative seeks to preserve 
tradition while fostering cross-cultural understanding, artistic 
appreciation, and community bonding. Audiences will also be invited to 
try Odissi steps. 

$5,000 $5,000 

Sustain Music 
Project ↑ 

This project will present a six-concert classical music series that 
combines high artistic quality with meaningful community 
engagement. Three indoor performances will offer immersive 
experiences through storytelling, lighting, and world music fusion, 
introducing audiences to new and engaging ways of experiencing 
classical music. Three outdoor concerts in local parks will integrate live 
music with yoga and painting, encouraging creative participation. A 
highlight of the series will be a collaborative concert with Sophia’s 
Place, our longtime partner, using music to share their story and 
deepen community understanding through the arts. 

$7,000 $7,000 



The Spring 
District 

Common 
Authority LLC 

*↑ 

We would like to create a sense of placemaking and vibrancy within 
The Spring District by adding murals to 3 of the outdoor elevator and 
HVAC shafts that sit within the common park space of the District. 
These murals would be painted by local artists in partnership with the 
BelRed Arts District in an inclusive call for artists process. The design 
would include historical components of the District's past as well as 
current and future elements, showing urbanism, growth, and the 
power of community. The murals displayed would be enjoyed by 
residents, employees, and visitors, creating photographable moments 
of joy.  

$7,000 $7,000 

*New 
Applicant 
↑ BelRed 

Bonus 
 

Project Total: s  $415,000 
$187,000 
Awarded 

 
 



2026 BelRed Bonus Allocations 

 
This opportunity aims to incentivize the activation of and work to bring the BelRed Arts District to life. 
This add-on grant is a set $1,000 award given to compelling applicants whose projects will take place in 
the BelRed Neighborhood and who address additional questions in their application process. This grant 
can be applied for in future years, even if the applicant was awarded the opportunity in previous years. If 
the applicant brings a successful project that helps raise awareness of the BelRed Arts District or 
activates a space in the district, the Allocations Committee that reviews projects may want to fund the 
project again. 

 
The thirteen BelRed Bonus grants were chosen based on the strength of the applications and their 
alignment with the grant's purpose and goals. 



Recommended 2026 Allocations for BelRed Bonus ($1,000 awards) 
Artist or 

Organization Grant impact on furthering the goals of the BelRed Arts District 2026 Grant 
Allocation 

Anita Yan Wong 

To make 70 pieces of pottery fish require a lot of labor and glazing/ art material. 
This additional bonus Grant will help me provide all the free glazing and art 
materials to the public. I know 70 pottery fish is a lot and will take a long time in the 
firing process but I think it is important to have 70 pottery fish instead of less 
numbers of fish to give a visual impact as wall art. This will allow more people from 
our community to get involved in the creation process. This will also allows me to 
provide food and other interactive elements like bubble and light show at the final 
fish wall art opening event. I would also love to provide light refreshment, some 
bubble and light show for kids if possible at the art opening. I will most likely not be 
able to create add these fun elements as 100 percent of the funding will be spend 
on art creation. The additional grant will allow me to provide a nice and welcoming 
art opening for the public review of the final pottery fish wall. 

$1,000 

Art Commons 

In our first season of Creative Summits, running from November 2025 through June 
2026, we are partnered with BelRed Arts District already. This includes help with 
scheduling our spring summit in Bellevue to be complementary with the local arts 
calendar of events. They can help with tables and chairs, and have been making 
introductions to venues. Beyond logistical help, it is encouraging to get to know their 
mission and feel mutual support. The more that arts organizations can support each 
other, the more we can all accomplish.  Co-locating a Creative Summit in Bellevue 
strengthens the Creative Summit program because we can bring our audiences 
together in familiar and welcoming places. Our shared values include strong focus 
on community building. Because other Creative Summits happen in more rural 
towns, like Issaquah and North Bend, bringing our audience into the heart of 
BelRed’s growing arts scene will benefit folks who aren’t aware of what’s going on in 
the Bellevue arts community. The more that artists in disparate areas of East King 
County can discover what their neighbors are up to, the more they will generate new 
opportunities to make art, show art, and collaborate on projects that ultimately 
benefit artists and the arts community all over the Eastside. 

$1,000 

BelRed Arts 
District 

Community 
Alliance 

 

As an organization, we’re committed to eliminating the “starving artist” archetype by 
creating pathways for artists to thrive. This additional grant will help us expand paid 
opportunities and provide free work studios, allowing artists to create and help us 
grow the roster of local artists in the area. It will also support more frequent and 
diverse arts classes, workshops, and cultural programs that engage the public and 
bring people together in Bellevue, Eastside and Greater Seattle Area.        With these 
resources, we can strengthen outreach and engagement efforts, ensuring broader 
participation from underrepresented communities and local residents. Ultimately, 
this grant will deepen our impact—fostering creativity, connection, and cultural 
vitality while laying the foundation for the development of the future arts and 
cultural hub with Su Development and Bridge Housing that benefits artists, 
residents, and the greater Bellevue community. Arts belongs in Bellevue, and this 
project will prove the importance of affordable creative spaces.  

$1,000 



Cafecito Mexican 
Bakery 

 

The BelRed Art District Bonus Grant of $1,000 will allow us to secure a venue within 
the BelRed Arts District. Based on our research and discussions, we have received 
an estimated quote of approximately $1,000 for the rental of the space. This 
allocation will enable us to dedicate additional resources to community 
engagement through Dia de Los Muertos shirts and Loteria prizes. Cafecito 
Mexican Bakery is committed to supporting the local community; as such, providing 
meals to our artists, performers, and volunteers is a priority, recognizing that their 
contributions are essential to the success of this event. Furthermore, we anticipate 
that our vendor fees may be reduced or entirely waived which in turn would bring 
in more vendors to apply. This grant will strengthen not just strengthen our event, 
but also the Hispanic community in the area who may feel underrepresented. 

$1,000 

Evolution 
Studios 

 

The BelRed Bonus Grant would make sure that all musicians are paid fairly and allow 
us to improve the sound and production quality. With additional funding, this will 
make it possible to rent a generator and provide a reliable power source to support 
professional sound and staging equipment. Hosting these events can bring huge 
benefits to the neighborhood. Many musicians already spend time here rehearsing, 
purchasing instruments, and visiting local cafes and restaurants, but when it comes 
time to perform, they leave Bellevue. This means the community misses out! With 
the extra funding from this grant, it would help strengthen the local arts community, 
attract new visitors, and let people know that the BelRed Arts District is not only a 
neighborhood where music is written and rehearsed, but also send a clear message 
to both audiences and musicians that it’s an exciting destination to see bands and 
performances come alive. 

$1,000 

Gage Academy 
of Art 

 

Funding from the BelRed Bonus Grant will directly strengthen the Bellevue Teen Art 
Studio by expanding the range and quality of materials available to participants. A 
broader toolkit will enable instructors to teach across multiple mediums and give 
teens meaningful choice in how they choose to express themselves. The grant will 
also support competitive wages for our professional teaching artists and classroom 
mentors, improving recruitment and retention, fostering culturally responsive 
instruction, and ensuring consistent, high-quality arts education. In addition, this 
funding will expand TAS marketing, to better reach communities with limited access 
to art education and youth seeking a supportive environment with peers and 
mentors. Finally, if other grant requests are delayed or come in below target, the 
BelRed Bonus Grant funds will provide a stabilizing bridge so that we minimize the 
need to draw on unrestricted operating revenue to sustain the program. 

$1,000 

Ghislaine Robert 
 

Receiving this grant will significantly strengthen our project by providing the 
resources to focus on the art and its cultural impact rather than on the challenges of 
financing and administration. With this support, I can devote more energy to staging 
high-quality French theatre in Bellevue, mentoring actors, and building the 
foundation for a new francophone theatre company on the Eastside. Funding will 
allow us to keep ticket prices low, designate “pay-what-you-can” performances, and 
offer student and senior discounts, ensuring that theatre remains accessible to 
families and individuals of all income levels. It will also support translation, allowing 
non-French speakers to engage with the productions, and thus expand the reach of 
French and European theatre culture in our community. Equally important, this grant 
will give emerging and volunteer artists the opportunity to work on professional-
quality productions while learning from experienced mentors. By investing in this 
project, the city helps us preserve and share a rich cultural tradition, while fostering 
dialogue, equity, and cross-generational connections among Bellevue residents and 
visitors. 

$1,000 



Global Artists 
Collective 

 

The BelRed bonus grant will strengthen our project by expanding our cultural arts 
presence into BelRed District and enhancing our Rhymes & Beats Interactive 
Workshop.  The bonus grant will support our project in the following ways:   1)  We 
will be able to rent venues for our Rhymes & Beats Interactive Workshop and our 
main Concert in BelRed District (see response to the Venue question below).  The 
Concert ensemble will be 9-10 members and the performance deserves a venue 
with capacity of ~100 or more.  Although we have venues outside the District 
available for the Concert, we want to take this opportunity to present our main 
event in BelRed District.  Initial discussions with Pacific NW Ballet staff about Studio 
C at their BelRed Facility were promising.   2)  We will enhance our Interactive 
Workshop “Rhymes & Beats: Playing with Words When Rhythm Counts” to support 
more participating musicians and vocalists; and additional promotions.  3)  We will 
add an Artist Meet and Greet to the workshop. 

$1,000 

Nahui Ollin 
Tezcatlipoca -- 

YES Latino 
H.E.A.T. 

Currently, the Nahui Ollin Tezcatlipoca Danza Azteca group uses Crossroads Park in 
Bellevue as their home base of engaging in their ceremonies and sharing with the 
public in an open, inviting space that has become literally the ‘crossroads’ of many 
cultures and demographics.  The Danza group wishes to extend out from 
Crossroads and perform its rituals of hope and healing to other parts of the 
community, which is why we are also applying for the BelRed Bonus Grant 
Application. The BelRed Arts District is fast becoming a hub of community, and as 
such the Danza group is eager to connect and share its messages, dance, and music 
in this new vibrant area of Bellevue.  The Danza group's goal is to do the overall 
project in Crossroads Park, which will be able to accommodate the more than 100 
Aztec dancers who will be performing. With the Bel-Red bonus grant, the group 
would then do a smaller ritual and ceremony in the Spring District Park.   

$1,000 

Santhanalakshmi 
Ramanathan 

 

This additional grant will significantly strengthen my project by enhancing its reach, 
quality, and community impact. With the added funding, I will be able to expand 
outreach efforts, ensuring broader participation and accessibility—particularly 
among youth and underrepresented communities in Bellevue and neighboring 
areas. It will allow me to collaborate with more artists, invest in better production 
elements such as costumes, music, and visual aids, and create an immersive 
experience that deepens understanding of Bharatanatyam’s cultural and historical 
significance.  Additionally, the grant will support educational components such as 
interactive demonstrations, artist talks, and post-performance discussions that 
foster dialogue between artists and audiences. This not only enriches cultural 
appreciation but also nurtures cross-cultural understanding and inclusion.  Overall, 
the additional funding will help sustain the project’s long-term vision—to make 
classical art forms like Bharatnatyam more accessible, engaging, and relevant to 
contemporary audiences, while inspiring future generations to embrace and 
preserve these timeless traditions.  Specifically, we anticipate a 40% increase in 
youth participation from target communities and will use post-event surveys to 
track a minimum 20% rise in cross-cultural knowledge among adult attendees.  This 
investment is critical to developing a sustainable financial model, including the 
creation of an accredited training syllabus that ensures the project's artistic and 
educational legacy for years to come. 

$1,000 



Seattle Indies 
 

An additional $1,000 would be strategically allocated to enhance the participant 
experience and bolster the viability of the projects, directly strengthening the 
hackathon’s mental health focus. Approximately half of the funds ($500) could be 
used to significantly upgrade food and beverage offerings, moving beyond typical 
budget snacks to provide healthier, higher-quality meals and dedicated coffee 
stations. This investment directly supports participant well-being, combating fatigue 
and helping maintain focus, which is paramount in an intensive, mental health-
themed event. The remaining $500 would be split: $300 could fund small honoraria 
or cover travel for two to three specialized mental health professionals (like 
therapists or clinical researchers) to serve as dedicated mentors. Their expertise 
ensures the solutions developed are clinically sound and ethically responsible. The 
final $200 could be used as micro-grants or non-cash prizes, such as premium 
software licenses or one-on-one follow-up mentorship sessions, to incentivize the 
winning teams to continue developing and implementing their mental health 
prototypes after the event, maximizing the hackathon's long-term impact. 

$1,000 

Sustain 
Music Project 

This additional grant is essential to the success of our project, allowing us to fairly 
compensate all participating artists, recognizing their skill, dedication, and 
contribution to a high-quality performance. It will also support critical logistical 
needs, including venue rental, technical support, and targeted marketing, ensuring 
the concert is both accessible and professionally presented.  With this funding, we 
can expand our outreach by partnering with local cultural organizations, connecting 
with diverse audiences, and engaging residents who may be unfamiliar with the 
BelRed Arts District. By actively promoting the concert, we aim to create an event 
that resonates with the district’s unique demographics while fostering meaningful 
cultural exchange.  The grant will enhance production quality, enabling us to craft 
an immersive concert experience that integrates music, storytelling, and visual arts, 
captivating and engaging attendees. Ultimately, this funding strengthens our ability 
to unite individuals from varied backgrounds, celebrate cultural diversity, and 
contribute to social cohesion. Beyond the concert itself, this support will help 
advance the BelRed Arts District as a vibrant, inclusive, and innovative creative hub. 

$1,000 

The Spring 
District 

Common 
Authority LLC 

This additional grant would create further opportunities to add art within The 
Spring District. If the Art Grant doesn't cover the cost of the murals, this additional 
grant would bridge that gap. Any remaining funds would be used to create 
additional pieces of art in the open park space (i.e., a Kaleidoscope, sidewalk 
treatment on pergola area, tree ornamentation, etc).  We are consistently aiming to 
amplify the voices of the community, and using art to do so is a powerful tool. As 
the governing body for the condo association of The Spring District, it is our goal to 
create an inclusive, vibrant, and welcoming space for the residents, employees, and 
visitors to enjoy the open spaces within our neighborhood. Adding additional art 
will only enhance that mission. Working with the BelRed Arts District will further 
create a sense of unity throughout Bellevue and specifically between our 
neighboring Districts.  

$1,000 

BelRed Bonus Total: $49,000 
Requested 

$13,000 
Awarded 

 


