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Project overview 
Bellevue’s Grand Connection program is 1.5 miles of interconnected public and spaces 
focused for people walking and rolling. The program begins at Meydenbauer Bay Park and 
continues east through downtown Bellevue across I-405 to Eastrail. The corridor will 
expand opportunities for those who live, work and play in Bellevue to walk, bike, roll, relax, 
gather, eat and shop.  The signature element of the Grand Connection is the crossing over 
I-405—the Grand Connection Crossing, which will link downtown Bellevue to Eastrail and 
the Wilburton neighborhood for people traveling without a car. 
 
The Grand Connection Crossing will start at the City Hall Plaza and end at Eastrail, 
ultimately tying downtown Bellevue into a 175-mile regional trail network that connects 
more than half a million Eastside residents. 
 

 

Figure 1: Grand Connection Crossing project limits. 

The Grand Connection Crossing will support the transformation of the Wilburton study 

https://bellevuewa.gov/sites/default/files/media/pdf_document/2022/22_0722_WilburtonBoundaries.pdf
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area (located at the east end of the crossing) into Bellevue’s next urban mixed-use 
community, where improved amenities, opportunities for healthy living and economic 
vitality will serve the needs of a diverse and growing population. The city is aligning the 
updates to zoning and land use policies for the Wilburton study area with planning work for 
the Grand Connection Crossing. 
 

 
Figure 2: Representatives of the Wilburton Vision Implementation project and Eastrail Multi-use Corridor 

project staffed a resource table at the open house as projects intersect with the Grand Connection Crossing 
project.  

This crossing will also be compatible with a future lid park over I-405, which is a long-range 
vision included in the city’s Grand Connection Framework Plan. When complete, the 
crossing will enable people of all ages and abilities to access events, jobs, businesses and 
recreational opportunities safely and conveniently beyond the downtown core as well as 
create a vibrant landmark with activated outdoor spaces that celebrate and serve the 
community. 
 

  

https://bellevuewa.gov/sites/default/files/media/pdf_document/2022/22_0722_WilburtonBoundaries.pdf
https://bellevuewa.gov/city-government/departments/community-development/planning-initiatives/wilburton
https://bellevuewa.gov/city-government/departments/transportation/projects/capital-projects/eastside-rail-corridor-trail
https://bellevuewa.gov/city-government/departments/transportation/projects/capital-projects/eastside-rail-corridor-trail
https://bellevuewa.gov/sites/default/files/media/pdf_document/Grand_Connection_Framework_Plan_Sequence_One.pdf
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Open house overview  
The City of Bellevue held an open house on May 2, 2024, at the Bellevue Botanical Garden 
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. The city invited the public to participate through email invitations, 
notices on project webpages, a blurb in the May edition of Neighborhood News newsletter, 
social media invitation posts and in-person outreach. Attendees had the opportunity to 
pre-register for the event using the Eventbrite website or drop by without pre-registering.  
 
About 136 people attended the open house, including people strolling through the Bellevue 
Botanical Garden and those who preregistered for the event (62 people).  
 

 
Figure 3: Attendees visiting displays and chatting with team members. 

The purpose of the open house was to continue to build community awareness of and 
interest and engagement in the Grand Connection program and the crossing, as well as 
expand the diversity of people who participate in the community engagement. Project staff 
engaged open house participants by sharing general information about the Grand 
Connection program and provided a deeper dive into the Grand Connection Crossing 
project, including: the project schedule, alignment alternatives for the crossing and initial 
feedback received by the community from the February online open house. Project staff 
also communicated future opportunities for public input.  
 
Project staff greeted attendees at a welcome table and shared a project overview flyer 
before introducing an interactive, Mab Libs-style activity to gather community input. 
Project display boards were set up around the room and a 3D architectural model and roll 
plots featured the project alignment alternatives. A flyover video clip played on a loop 
throughout the open house to help people envision the location for the crossing. 
Community members could provide their comments directly to project staff, by writing on 
the roll plot and by filling out the Mad Libs-style form. Project partners, including Wilburton 
Vision Implementation, Eastrail Multi-Use Corridor and the Friends of the Grand 
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Connection teams shared information about their projects and initiatives with open house 
attendees.  
 

 
Figure 4: Room layout of the open house. Display boards and the roll plot map can be found in Appendix A: 

Displays – Boards, Roll Plot, Mini Display. 

 

Comments and feedback 
Comments and feedback were welcomed at the open house and many of the community 
members chose to directly share them with project staff throughout the evening. Other ways 
community members could share their thoughts with project staff were in writing on the roll 
plot and by filling out the Mad Libs-style form. 
 

Roll Plot 
In this activity, attendees viewed an overview map of the Grand Connection Crossing, 
divided into five points: 
 
1. Gateway (City Hall Plaza): West entry to the crossing at City Hall Plaza. Features could 

include landscape, art/cultural elements, seating, play, vending, welcome kiosk, 
signage and wayfinding, overhead weather protection and special events. 

2. West Node: Provide access points between the crossing structure and 112th Avenue 
Northeast below.  

3. I-405 Crossing: The Grand Connection Crossing section between the west and east 
nodes over I-405. May include viewpoints, overhead weather protection, separated 
circulation for people walking and rolling, seating, signature landscape features and 
details/geometry designed to abate highway noise. 

4. East Node: Provide access points between the crossing structure and 116th Avenue 
Northeast below.  
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5. Gateway (Eastrail connection): East entry to the crossing at Eastrail. Features could 
include landscape, art/cultural elements, seating, play, vending, welcome kiosk, 
signage and wayfinding, overhead weather protection and special events. 

 

Each point included example images of features and amenities that could be included in 
that section. After viewing these, participants answered the question, “What else would 
you like to do or see in this space?” 
 

 
Figure 6: Community member leaving a comment on the roll plot. 

Figure 5: Roll plot display that community members were encouraged to leave their comments on. For a 
high-resolution roll plot image, see Appendix A: Displays – Boards, Roll Plot, Mini Display. 
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Participants shared common themes throughout all sections:  

Taken together, the comments suggest that community members want a crossing that is 
accessible and usable for all people and that it offers a safe and enjoyable experience 
while crossing over the highway. See Appendix B: Roll Plot Comments for all comments 
related to specific sections. 
 
Mad Lib-style interactive activity 
The project team designed a Mad Libs-style activity to encourage community members to 
envision a trip on the Grand Connection and share how they plan to use it. See Appendix C: 
Interactive Activities for completed responses. 
 
 The main themes from this activity:  
 

• Popular verbs for people using the bridge: 
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• Nouns used to describe the Bellevue area:  

 
 

• Overall, positive responses – positive adjectives were used to describe how 
people are feeling when on the bridge, or to describe the city. 
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Figure 7: Attendees working on their Mad Lib - inspired activity. 

Attendees who completed the activity used words that suggested they intended to use the 
Grand Connection for recreation and community gathering as much as commuting. The 
main uses represented in the completed activity forms were exercise, commuter and 
leisure user: 

 
Figure 8: Breakout of how community members planned to use the crossing in answers submitted through 

the Mad Lib-inspired form. 

53%35%

12%

Uses for the Grand Connection Crossing

Leisure Exercise Commuting
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Attendees tended to use positive words to describe how they felt after their Grand 
Connection experience. To describe Bellevue, they used words that evoked ideas such as 
soul, culture and community. 
 

Verbal comments and feedback 
Throughout the evening attendees engaged in conversation with team members. The team 
answered questions and shared information about the project. Overall, many open house 
participants expressed enthusiasm for the crossing and encouraged the city to build the 
crossing as quickly as possible.  
 
The main feedback and questions team members directly received were related to: 
 

• Cost concerns 
• Long project timeline 
• Integration of the crossing with a future lid park  
 

 
Figure 9: Community members chatting with Grand Connection Crossing team members. 

 

Who did we meet? 
Of the 136 attendees 44 people signed up to receive project updates during sign-in at the 
welcome table. Attendees had the option to share if they live, work and/or play in Bellevue 
and of the 44 people who signed in, 40% live, 29% work and 31% play in Bellevue.  
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Figure 10: Breakout of how attendees who signed in define their relationship with Bellevue. 

 

Children’s activity 
Open house participants included families with children. The team provided a drawing 
station to engage children so parents could participate in the open house. Children drew 
pictures of what they thought the Grand Connection Crossing would look like. See 
Appendix C for drawings. 
 

 
Figure 11: Drawing a child made of the crossing. 

40%

29%

31%

I ____  in Bellevue 

Live Work Play
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Notification strategy 
Print and digital outreach   
The City of Bellevue invited community participation in the open house by including 
information in the monthly e-newsletters Neighborhood News. The project team also 
emailed an open house invitation to 5,294 people subscribed to city project mailing lists. 
 
The City of Bellevue posted event invitations on social media, including Facebook, 
Instagram, Nextdoor and X, formerly known as Twitter. The Nextdoor and X posts were 
translated from English into eight other languages: Chinese (simplified and traditional), 
Japanese, Russian, Spanish, Vietnamese, Korean and Hindi. See Appendix D: Notification 
Outreach for all social media posts. 
 

The city posted the open house invitation on 
city websites, including the Economic 
Development Department Grand Connection 
program webpage,  and the Transportation 
Department’s Grand Connection Crossing 
project webpage. The city also posted on   
BellevueGrandConnection.com, a website 
dedicated to the Grand Connection program. 
In addition to the city-managed webpages, the 
Friends of the Grand Connection published 
the open house registration link to their 
website friendsofgrandconnection.org. 
 
In-Person outreach   
On April 27, 2024, the team tabled at Sound 
Transit’s 2 Line Opening Ceremony, speaking 
to over 850 community members and sharing 
300 invitations to the open house. See 
Appendix D: Notification Outreach for the tabling 
event summary. 
 

https://bellevuewa.gov/city-government/departments/community-development/economic-development/grand-connection
https://bellevuewa.gov/city-government/departments/transportation/projects/transportation-capital-projects/bellevue-grand-connection-i-405-crossing-downtown-eastrail
https://www.bellevuegrandconnection.com/
https://www.friendsofgrandconnection.org/
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Figure 12: Project team members sharing project information and invitations to the open house at the Sound 

Transit 2-Line opening event. 

 
Community-based organization outreach   
The week leading up to the event, the project team sent an informational email with project 
information and an open house invitation to the following community-based organizations 
identified as priority partners: 
 

• Complete Streets Bellevue 
• Bellevue Youth Link 
• Wilburton Community Association 
• Centro Cultural Mexicano 
• 4Tomorrow 
• Eastside for All 
• Hopelink 

• Indian American Community 
Services  

• Neighborhood Associations  
• Cascade Bicycle Club 
• Downtown Bellevue Residents 

Association 
 

 

Next steps 
The Grand Connection Crossing team will review and consider what community members 
shared at the open house as the team identifies the preferred alternative and the project 
advances to 30% design. The City of Bellevue will continue to update the community on 
project milestones and provide opportunities for the public to share their input with the 
project team. The next open house is currently scheduled for Fall 2024. 
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Appendix A: Displays – Boards, Roll Plot, Mini Display 
 
The images below are the display boards that were positioned throughout the venue. Team 
members were stationed at each one to explain and answer any attendee questions. 
 
Display boards: 
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Blank roll plot: 
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Roll plot with comments: 
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Mini Model: 
 

 
 
 
Drone Footage: 
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Appendix B: Roll Plot Comments 
 
The following table provides the feedback and comments left on the roll plot by 
participants. See Appendix A: Displays – Boards, Roll Plot, Mini Display for Roll Plot design. 
 

Section Comments 
Gateway • Outdoor dances 

• Grocers 
• Bike repair station 
• Bike parking and rentable bike station 
• Playground/interactive display 
• Businesses  

o Kid-friendly businesses (ice cream) 
o Food trucks 
o More vendors available 

• More outdoor events in the summer (free or not)  
• Platforms for live music 
• Night market/open-air market 
• Beer garden 
• Lounge-type seating (reclining) 
• Water fountains 
• Rain canopy 

East and west 
nodes 

• Trees (green) 
o Please 

• Chairs (resting area)  
• Stage for cultural performances  

o With tiered seating  
• Lighting  
• Water dispenser 
• Drinking fountain, water bottle filler  
• Pet drinking fountain 
• Drink coffee 
• Farmer's market and mobile food stands 
• Community garden plots 
• Self-cleaning restrooms  
• Restrooms 
• Rain canopy to enjoy the area around the year  

I-405 Crossing • Photograph/drawing 
• If possible, do more ramps (which everyone can use) and less 
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stairs  
o Ramps = good for strollers, wheelchairs, bikes and mobility 

challenged folks.  
o Stairs = only good for folks who are able.  
o Folks who are able CAN also use ramps, but reverse is not 

true.  
o Make as wide as possible 

• Telescopes 
• Make a piece of artwork cross I-405. Not just a bridge!  
• Noise canceling for more peaceful experience 
• Make the bridge a signature structure that says “Welcome to 

Bellevue” 
o Maybe cable stay bridge? Something similar to ped 

bridges over Bellevue way or Northeast Eighth Street 
• View of Mt. Rainier 
• Rain canopy  

Trail section • Accessible ramps (strollers, ADA) 
• Kayak/tubing river course over I-405  
• Giant waterfall “white noise”  
• Rain cover (weather protection) 
• Bathroom access at strategic spots 
• No bathrooms on trail segments, save those for I-405 

crossing/lid park  
• Access to 120th Avenue Northeast for Wilburton residents  

o Yes 
• Minimize big concrete sound wall if possible. More open 

spaces/views would be nice 
• Make throw barriers attractive. E.g. by growing ivy or other 

plants  
• Dance  
• Trees and landscaping → areas with shading 
• Trees 
• Rain canopy for sitting under 
• Make the barriers attractive e.g. by growing Ivy or other plants 
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Appendix C: Interactive Activities  
 
Mad Lib-Style Activity 
One activity was to complete a Mad Libs-style activity. They received the blank form at the 
entrance and took it with them to fill out as they learned more about the project from each 
display. At the end, the results were collected in a box.  
 
Completed Mad Lib Forms 
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Children’s Activity 
Children accompanied their parents to the open house and could choose to draw what 
they thought the Grand Connection Crossing would look like.  
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Drawing 
instructions 
 

 

 
 

 
Drawings 
made by 
Attendees 
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Appendix D: Notification Outreach  
Newsletter Outreach 

Newsletters  

City of Bellevue - Neighborhood News Monthly Newsletter 

 
 

https://bellevuewa.gov/sites/default/files/media/document/dept-community-development/neighborhood-news/CDD-24-13828-NNEWS-May-WEB.pdf
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Social Media Posts 
Social Media Post 

Bellevue Transportation Department: X 
(formally known as Twitter) 
 
 

City of Bellevue, Washington - Government; 
Facebook 
Number of comments: one 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://x.com/BvueTrans/status/1785796060084081142


Grand Connection Crossing 

May 2, 2024 Open House  

Engagement Summary Report 

 

  

36  

City of Bellevue, Washington - Government; 
Instagram 

Number of comments: one 

 

City of Bellevue, Washington – Government; 
Nextdoor 
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In-person outreach 

April 27, 2024: East Link Opening Ceremony Tabling Event – Grand Connection Crossing 

Audience:   
People who live, work and play in Bellevue; users 
of the Sound Transit 2 Line 

Date and time:  
Saturday, April 27, 2024 
8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. 

Location: Bellevue City Hall Plaza 
 450 110th Ave NE, Bellevue, WA 98004 

 
Number of engagements: ~ 850 people 

Attendance:   
Jun Suk An (COB) 
Anthony Gill (COB) 
Jesse Canedo (COB) 
Jacob Melaragno (COB) 
Aditi Mukherji (COB) 
Brooke Brod (COB) 
Eldon Luo (COB) 
Conny Garcia Gaitan (PRR) 
Emma Browning (PRR) 
Sabrina Lopez (PRR) 
Kate Shannon (PRR) 
Lorelei Williams (WSP 
Jeanne Acutanza (WSP) 

Purpose:  
Engage and communicate with community 
members about the Grand Connection project, 
specifically the Grand Connection Crossing. 
Inform and invite people to the Open House on 
Thursday, May 2.  
 

Display materials:   
LMN project model, drawing activity, Vision to 
Implementation poster board, May 2 open house 
invitation poster board, project alignment flyover 
video (displayed by the Friends of the Grand 
Connection). 

Handouts:   
A project overview/FAQ flyer, an invitational to the 
Open House, additional ORCA cards supplied by 
the Friends of the Grand Connection. 

Summary 
Sound Transit hosted the East Link Light Rail Opening Ceremony on Saturday, April 27, 2024. 
Attendees joined to celebrate this expansion and were encouraged to visit resource tables set up 
along each station. The Grand Connection Crossing project was invited to table at this event. The 
Bellevue Grand Connection project staffed a booth in the City Hall Plaza to inform people about this 
project and invite them to the open house. The project team handed out flyers, jotted questions down, 
led kids through the drawing activity and presented the project model. The project team interacted 
and spoke with over 850 community members who attended the opening event.  These attendees 
included people of all ages, children under the age of 18 and council members. 
 
Notes 
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15 people were identified with limited English proficiency, all were Spanish speaking.  
Negative comments were minimal and focused primarily on the project timeline being too long and 
the unknown funding. 
 
Questions/Comments from Community Members: 

• What are the pros and cons of each alignment?  
• Is the project funded?  
• When will it be complete?  

 


