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Pittman, Reilly

From: John Pallett <john.pallett@saiea.com>

Sent: Saturday, October 21, 2023 5:47 AM

To: Pittman, Reilly

Subject: Energize Eastside Project - a comment

Attachments: Pallett etal 2022 Staggered towers on parallel powerlines.pdf

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

Dear Reilly Pi�man 

I received an alert to your report on the Addendum for the Energize Eastside Project, which sparked my interest in 

bird collisions against transmission lines.   

I have not had time to absorb the report thoroughly so maybe my input is off the mark.  Anyway, I want to draw 

your attention to our finding that, where new lines or parallel lines are to be constructed, staggering of the 

towers can help to reduce bird collision rates.  Our attached paper explains the concept, which is based on our 

observations in southern Africa that vertical structures are avoided by collision-prone birds such as cranes and 

bustards, and most collisions occur in the mid-span area between towers.   

In your case, where you are replacing one line with a new one, an effective mitigation could be to leave the old 

poles standing, and to place the new poles in the mid-span between them.  The poles in the mid-span section of 

the new line would help to prevent collisions in those sections.  We are looking for examples of this concept to 

see whether the practical outcome is as good as the theory predicts.   

I wanted to pass on this message just in case it could reduce further collisions.  Please let me know if this 

suggestion is useful and whether it can be implemented. 

Thanks and regards 

John Pallett 

John Pallett 

Southern African Institute for Environmental Assessment 

Windhoek, Namibia 

Tel:  +264 61 220579 

Cell:  +264 81 2402528 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: Don Marsh <don.m.marsh@hotmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, October 17, 2023 12:43 PM

To: onebellevue@googlegroups.com; Miyake, Brad

Cc: cense-board@googlegroups.com; btccboard@googlegroups.com; Robinson, Lynne; Nieuwenhuis, 

Jared; lauckjr@hotmail.com; pmcgiffert@aol.com; Stead, Elizabeth; Pittman, Reilly; Horner, Rebecca D

Subject: RE: OneBellevue| Energize Eastside North Segment Land Use Code Accountability and Transparency

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

Dear City Manager Miyake, 

Mr. Hansen makes good points in his email below.  I would like to add one more fact that should be considered. 

In May 2019, Washington State passed the Clean Energy Transformation Act, which requires PSE to deliver carbon-

neutral electricity to its customers by 2030.  By 2045, our electricity must be carbon-free.  To achieve these goals, PSE is 

investing in significant amounts of local solar panels and batteries to boost clean energy supplies.  Besides reducing 

climate-changing emissions, these investments will also reduce strain on our transmission system that PSE expected 

would produce a need for Energize Eastside. 

Yesterday (Oct. 16, 2023), PSE held a public webinar to describe its efforts to meet the requirements of the new 

law.  Here is a slide PSE shared to show new targets for energy efficiency, demand response, local solar, and local 

storage (batteries) that PSE will acquire by 2025: 

All these efforts will reduce the amount of electricity that needs to pass through the transformers that PSE says would 

overheat in an emergency scenario.  Working in conjunction with the new 230 kV transformer that is now operating at 
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the Richards Creek substation, these other infrastructure additions might eliminate the possibility that other 

transformers serving the Eastside will overload.  However, PSE has refused to provide a study that shows how these 

elements might work together in an emergency.  These elements were not anticipated when PSE did its initial needs 

assessments or when the EIS was developed. 

Other significant changes have happened since the FEIS was published.  For example, the pandemic caused changes to 

our local economy as many employees started working from home, creating a lot of excess office space.  The passage of 

the federal Inflation Reduction Act provides incentives that make solar panels and batteries more attractive 

economically.  A deadly heat dome in June 2021 gave us a new appreciation for how trees can mitigate dangerous heat 

islands in our cities.  PSE proposes to cut down many trees in some of the least affluent and most diverse Census Blocks 

in Central Bellevue, which also experience the highest temperatures in our city according to King County’s most recent 

heat map. 

To be sure that all citizens are being treated fairly and PSE isn’t requiring us to pay twice for redundant energy 

infrastructure (namely, a transmission line upgrade as well as all the infrastructure listed in the table above), we really 

need to see an updated study that includes the benefits of infrastructure that customers have already paid for or will 

pay for in the years to come.   

Indeed, we think Bellevue’s land use code pertaining to siting of electrical facilities requires PSE to provide such proof 

before its application is approved. 

Sincerely, 

Don Marsh 

Sierra Club Washington State Energy Committee 

long after the Final EIS for Energize Eastside was completed, and several months after the land use hearing in Bellevue 

for the South Segment of the project 

From: 'NORMAN HANSEN' via One Bellevue <onebellevue@googlegroups.com>  

Sent: Tuesday, October 17, 2023 11:20 AM 

To: bmiyake@bellevuewa.gov 

Cc: cense-board@googlegroups.com; btccboard@googlegroups.com; onebellevue@googlegroups.com; 

lrobinson@bellevuewa.gov; jnieuwenhuis@bellevuewa.gov; lauckjr@hotmail.com; pmcgiffert@aol.com; 

estead@bellevuewa.gov; rpittman@bellevuewa.gov; RDHorner@Bellevuewa.gov 

Subject: OneBellevue| Energize Eastside North Segment Land Use Code Accountability and Transparency 

To:Brad Miyake, Bellevue City Manager 

Thank you for your many years of service for the City of Bellevue,  It has been many 
years since we met concerning Energize Eastside (EE).  Now CENSE is reviewing the 
EE North Segment through North Bellevue including BridleTrails. 

We are asking your office to encourage Planning Staff to review the project per  LUC 
20.20.255 to provide transparency and accountability in the public interest. 

Specifically: 
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1/Update the Need Analysis for the North Segment especially in view of the 
 impact of the completion of the South Segment with additional transformers. 
 The public interest needs an independent load flow analysis to be transparent   and 
verifiable by qualified expertise. 

2/Update the analysis for substantially changed impacts concerning other Technology 
Alternatives since the original EIS was completed in  2015 to 2017. Now demand 
response, batteries and solar have become practical and economically competitive. 

For your background and information, following is a brief summary of Energize 
Eastside significant events over the last 10 years: 

In late 2013 EE was announced and followed up with a PSE privately 
selected  Community Advisory Group (CAG) to study the alternatives for replacement 
of their current 115,000 Volt Transmission Line through five Eastside cities. 
This resulted in only current technology overhead routes being studied. A minority 
report was issued claiming the process did not evaluate other technical solutions and 
claimed that the preferred solution had already been predetermined. 

Why did PSE decide not to pursue a permit through the State Energy Facility 
Evaluation Council (EFSEC)?  EFSEC process usually results in a permit decision 
within 12 months.  Also, the State has capability to provide an independent load flow 
analysis to determine need. 

EIS was studied over the next few years and finalized in 2017. 

PSE professed that EE was needed to serve winter loads.  However, they later 
acknowledged that EE was not needed to serve peak winter loads on the 
Eastside.  They also claimed that EE was needed to transfer 1.5 megawatts to 
Canada. They also retracted this need as not required. 
PSE then predicted blackouts in 2017 and 2018 which did not occur and have not 
occurred since. 

PSE was not transparent and did not provide the load analysis data from their 2013 
and 2015 studies to the CENSE Consultant until September 26,2022. Finally, during 
the 2022 Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (WUTC) Rate Hearing , 
PSE provided the  load flow input data to the CENSE Consultant. This analysis 
showed substantial flaws and manipulation of input data and did not support an 
operational need. This data was made available after Land Use Hearings were 
completed in Renton, Newcastle and South Bellevue. 

Over three years ago, PSE finally decided to pursue a North Segment permit with a 
pre-application meeting with Bellevue and then filed for the permit in February 2021. 
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This process was mostly dormant until a recent public information meeting in July of 
2023. 
  
In summary: 
Currently, CENSE and Bridle Trails Community Members are communicating with 
Bellevue Planning Management and are discussing our request for a "Best Practices" 
review per the Bellevue Land Use Code for the following updates.     
  
1/ Update the need analysis for the North Segment especially in view of the 
    impact of the completion of the South Segment with additional transformers. 
    The public interest needs an independent load flow analysis to be 
     transparent and verifiable by qualified  expertise. 
  
2/ Request to update changed impacts with a Supplemental EIS: 
    Technology has substantially changed since the original EIS was 
completed       in  2015 to 2017.   Now demand response, batteries and solar have  
    become practical solutions. 
  
Respectfully, 
Norm Hansen, CENSE President, Coalition of Eastside Neighborhoods for Sensible 
Energy 
  
  
  

  
--  

You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "One Bellevue" group. 

To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to 

onebellevue+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com. 

To view this discussion on the web visit 

https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/onebellevue/1467953087.19675.1697566785511%40mail.yahoo.com. 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: NORMAN HANSEN <hansennp@aol.com>

Sent: Tuesday, October 17, 2023 11:20 AM

To: Miyake, Brad

Cc: cense-board@googlegroups.com; btccboard@googlegroups.com; onebellevue@googlegroups.com; 

Robinson, Lynne; Nieuwenhuis, Jared; lauckjr@hotmail.com; pmcgiffert@aol.com; Stead, Elizabeth; 

Pittman, Reilly; Horner, Rebecca D

Subject: Energize Eastside North Segment Land Use Code Accountability and Transparency

Attachments: Bellevue Code 20.20.255.pdf

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

To:Brad Miyake, Bellevue City Manager 

Thank you for your many years of service for the City of Bellevue,  It has been many 
years since we met concerning Energize Eastside (EE).  Now CENSE is reviewing the 
EE North Segment through North Bellevue including BridleTrails. 

We are asking your office to encourage Planning Staff to review the project per  LUC 
20.20.255 to provide transparency and accountability in the public interest. 

Specifically: 

1/Update the Need Analysis for the North Segment especially in view of the 
 impact of the completion of the South Segment with additional transformers. 
 The public interest needs an independent load flow analysis to be transparent   and 
verifiable by qualified expertise. 

2/Update the analysis for substantially changed impacts concerning other Technology 
Alternatives since the original EIS was completed in  2015 to 2017. Now demand 
response, batteries and solar have become practical and economically competitive. 

For your background and information, following is a brief summary of Energize 
Eastside significant events over the last 10 years: 

In late 2013 EE was announced and followed up with a PSE privately 
selected  Community Advisory Group (CAG) to study the alternatives for replacement 
of their current 115,000 Volt Transmission Line through five Eastside cities. 
This resulted in only current technology overhead routes being studied. A minority 
report was issued claiming the process did not evaluate other technical solutions and 
claimed that the preferred solution had already been predetermined. 
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Why did PSE decide not to pursue a permit through the State Energy Facility 
Evaluation Council (EFSEC)?  EFSEC process usually results in a permit decision 
within 12 months.  Also, the State has capability to provide an independent load flow 
analysis to determine need. 

EIS was studied over the next few years and finalized in 2017. 

PSE professed that EE was needed to serve winter loads.  However, they later 
acknowledged that EE was not needed to serve peak winter loads on the 
Eastside.  They also claimed that EE was needed to transfer 1.5 megawatts to 
Canada. They also retracted this need as not required. 
PSE then predicted blackouts in 2017 and 2018 which did not occur and have not 
occurred since. 

PSE was not transparent and did not provide the load analysis data from their 2013 
and 2015 studies to the CENSE Consultant until September 26,2022. Finally, during 
the 2022 Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (WUTC) Rate Hearing , 
PSE provided the  load flow input data to the CENSE Consultant. This analysis 
showed substantial flaws and manipulation of input data and did not support an 
operational need. This data was made available after Land Use Hearings were 
completed in Renton, Newcastle and South Bellevue. 

Over three years ago, PSE finally decided to pursue a North Segment permit with a 
pre-application meeting with Bellevue and then filed for the permit in February 2021. 
This process was mostly dormant until a recent public information meeting in July of 
2023. 

In summary: 
Currently, CENSE and Bridle Trails Community Members are communicating with 
Bellevue Planning Management and are discussing our request for a "Best Practices" 
review per the Bellevue Land Use Code for the following updates.     

1/ Update the need analysis for the North Segment especially in view of the 
 impact of the completion of the South Segment with additional transformers. 
 The public interest needs an independent load flow analysis to be 
 transparent and verifiable by qualified  expertise. 

2/ Request to update changed impacts with a Supplemental EIS: 
 Technology has substantially changed since the original EIS was 

completed  in  2015 to 2017.   Now demand response, batteries and solar have 
 become practical solutions. 

Respectfully, 
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Norm Hansen, CENSE President, Coalition of Eastside Neighborhoods for Sensible 
Energy 
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From: Jim Dennison <jim.dennison@sierraclub.org> 

Sent: Tuesday, August 01, 2023 12:31 PM 

To: rpittman@bellevuewa.gov 

Cc: Don Marsh <don.m.marsh@hotmail.com> 

Subject: Sierra Club Comments on Energize Eastside 

Good afternoon, 

Please find attached the Sierra Club’s Comments to the City of Bellevue on Puget Sound Energy’s proposed Energize 

Eastside Project, North Segment, and the Sierra Club’s separate comments on the Supplemental Environmental Impact 

Statement for the project.  

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Dennison 

-- 

Jim Dennison  
Associate Attorney
Sierra Club
he/him

435-232-5784 | Mountain Time 
jim.dennison@sierraclub.org
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CONFIDENTIAL LEGAL COMMUNICATION/WORK PRODUCT 

This email may contain privileged and confidential communications and/or confidential attorney work product.  If you receive this email inadvertently, please reply and notify 

the sender and delete all versions from your system. Thank You. 

 
 

ref:_00D6g25rWo._5006gxmE1V:ref 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: Michiel Wories <mwories@hotmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2023 1:49 PM

To: Pittman, Reilly

Subject: RE: Request for formal review of planned tree removal

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

 

Thanks, Reilly, 

 

That doesn’t really address that the trees listed do not meet the requirements, as per PSE submitted paperwork, as I 

initially indicated. How is it possible that PSE removes trees that doesn’t meet the requirements for removal? 

 

Kind regards, 

 

-Michiel 

 

From: Pittman, Reilly <RPittman@bellevuewa.gov>  

Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2023 10:53 AM 

To: Michiel Wories <mwories@hotmail.com> 

Subject: RE: Request for formal review of planned tree removal 

 

Michiel, 

 

Proposed tree removal is shown on the vegetation management plan.  It looks like you have seen the plan as I think the 

images you sent are pulled from the plan.  The plan also includes the replanting templates that list the vegetation that 

can be installed.  PSE will be discussing replanting with each property owner and will be considering any property owner 

needs or requests. 

 

 

Reilly Pittman 

Environmental Planning Manager 

Development Services Department 

425-452-4350 

rpittman@bellevuewa.gov  

Pronouns: He/Him 

 

 

From: Michiel Wories <mwories@hotmail.com>  

Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2023 10:29 AM 

To: Pittman, Reilly <RPittman@bellevuewa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Request for formal review of planned tree removal 

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

 

Thanks, Reilly, 
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How can I find the status of the trees which removal I put in question in the original email (see below). 

 

Kind regards, 

-Michiel 

 

From: Pittman, Reilly <RPittman@bellevuewa.gov>  

Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2023 9:24 AM 

To: Michiel Wories <mwories@hotmail.com> 

Subject: RE: Request for formal review of planned tree removal 

 

Hi Michiel,  

 

The tree removal update in the addendum is global, spread across the extent of the project.  The update is to correct for 

the change in wetland rating system that increased wetland buffers.  The result is that trees which weren’t in the buffer 

are now in the buffer.  Overall, the amount of trees removed is less than was anticipated in the EIS.   

 

The vegetation management plan will show where tree removal is proposed and this and other submitted plans and 

reports can be found on the project website.  Final versions of these documents (if changed) along with the City’s 

decision will also be posted on the website when a decision is issued.  

 

 

Reilly Pittman 

Environmental Planning Manager 

Development Services Department 

425-452-4350 

rpittman@bellevuewa.gov  

Pronouns: He/Him 

 

 

From: Michiel Wories <mwories@hotmail.com>  

Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2023 8:25 AM 

To: Pittman, Reilly <RPittman@bellevuewa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Request for formal review of planned tree removal 

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

 

Good morning, Reilly, 

 

I have read the addendum that was sent out this morning, which included some amendments regarding tree removal.  

 

Would I need to request permit documents again? I tried following the links in the document, but it wasn’t clear to me 

where the updated tree removal list is. 

 

Kind regards,  

 

-Michiel 

 

From: Michiel Wories  

Sent: Monday, November 7, 2022 6:42 PM 
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To: Pittman, Reilly <RPittman@bellevuewa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Request for formal review of planned tree removal 

 

Thanks Reilly, 

 

The row of trees are as below image. These trees are on a popular trail and owned by the Glendale Country Club. The 

GCC was not informed about the removal. 

 

Link to location: Google Earth 

 

The trees are all below 15’ (image which lists tree inventory and height). The tallest tree is 12.5’, and the majority of 

trees are much shorter. As far as I can tell (from historical satellite images), the trees are there at least since 2000, 

probably earlier (the owner of the country club should be able to tell). A Leyland Cypress is mature around 16 years of 

age, so these are not expected to grow further. 
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-Michiel 

 

From: Pittman, Reilly <RPittman@bellevuewa.gov>  

Sent: Monday, November 7, 2022 9:11 AM 

To: Michiel Wories <mwories@hotmail.com> 

Subject: RE: Request for formal review of planned tree removal 

 

Hi Michiel, 

 

Thanks for your comments which I have received but I haven’t had a chance to respond to you.  The review of this 

project is on-going and your comments are timely.  I will add you as a party of record so that you receive future notices 

on the project. 

 

Based on your comments and the attachment you provided, I think you are referring to a specific property that is next to 

a trail which is pictured in the pages you attached.  If so, can you give me the address or location that you are 

identifying?  It would also be helpful if you could also identify the specific trees you are saying are under height and do 

not need to be removed.  
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Reilly Pittman 
Environmental Planning Manager 

Development Services Department 

425-452-4350 

rpittman@bellevuewa.gov  

Pronouns: He/Him/His 

 

*New!* Visit our Virtual Permit Center to schedule a one-on-one virtual appointment with review 

staff for general permitting questions. 
 

From: Michiel Wories <mwories@hotmail.com>  

Sent: Tuesday, October 25, 2022 12:46 PM 

To: Pittman, Reilly <RPittman@bellevuewa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Request for formal review of planned tree removal 

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

 

Hi, clarifying my question – can you review the proposed removal of the trees to see if it meets the requirements for 

removal? Based on maturity and current height, as far as I can tell these should not be removed. 

 

Thanks, 

-Michiel 

 

From: Michiel Wories <mwories@outlook.com>  

Sent: Tuesday, October 25, 2022 9:12 AM 

To: Pittman, Reilly <RPittman@bellevuewa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Request for formal review of planned tree removal 

 

Thank you! Bcc’d in response - will further discuss this with Reilly. 

 

I have reattached the section that is of concern. Let me know if I can provide further information.  

 

Thanks, 

-Michiel 

 

From: LandUseReview <LUZI@bellevuewa.gov>  

Sent: Tuesday, October 25, 2022 8:59 AM 

To: Michiel Wories <mwories@outlook.com>; LandUseReview <LUZI@bellevuewa.gov>; PermitTech 

<Permit@bellevuewa.gov> 

Cc: Pittman, Reilly <RPittman@bellevuewa.gov> 

Subject: RE: Request for formal review of planned tree removal 

 

Hi Michiel, 

 

This permit (21-104989-LO) is being reviewed by Reilly Pittman, who is copied on this email.  I recommend discussing 

this further with him since he is actively reviewing the permit.  Thank you.  
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Laurie Tyler (she/her) 
Senior Land Use Planner  

Development Services Department 

 

 

 

*New!* Visit our Virtual Permit Center to schedule a one-on-one virtual appointment with review staff for 

general permitting questions. 

 

From: Michiel Wories <mwories@outlook.com>  

Sent: Tuesday, October 25, 2022 8:54 AM 

To: LandUseReview <LUZI@bellevuewa.gov>; PermitTech <Permit@bellevuewa.gov> 

Subject: Request for formal review of planned tree removal 

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

 

Hi, I have reviewed the permit application from PSE that asks for removal of a row of trees adjacent to a trail. These do 

not meet requirements for removal. These are mature trees below height requirements for removal, therefore it is 

unnecessary to remove these. I believe this assessment is made in error, not considering that these are mature trees. 

 

I have attached an excerpt of the permit. Note that PSE is supposed to do outreach. The owner of these trees has not 

been informed about removal when I asked them about it. 

 

This affects the quality of our neighborhood. These trees shield the country club work facility from view from the 

neighborhood. An alternative solution (if there are valid concerns about height) is to trim the top the trees, instead of 

removing these trees, maintaining the character and views of the neighborhood. Topping this type of tree is an effective 

solution. 

 

I’d like a formal review of this removal. Can you let me know if this email is enough to start a review.  

 

Respectfully, 

-Michiel 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: Pittman, Reilly

Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2023 11:37 AM

To: Richard Lauckhart

Cc: Stead, Elizabeth

Subject: RE: Need full responses to my several Public Record Act requests before you proceed with a hearing 

on the PSE permit request for building Energize Eastside...

Mr. Lauckhart, 

 

Your submitted records requests are processed by the City Clerk or Records staff. For questions on these requests or for 

additional items, I recommend you follow up directly with the staff who have been assisting you.  I’m not sure which 

group is addressing your requests so if you do not have a direct contact then you can email 

publicrecords@bellevuewa.gov for any questions. 

 

 

 

Reilly Pittman 

Environmental Planning Manager 

Development Services Department 

425-452-4350 

rpittman@bellevuewa.gov  

Pronouns: He/Him 

 

 

From: Richard Lauckhart <lauckjr@hotmail.com>  

Sent: Tuesday, October 10, 2023 10:18 AM 

To: Pittman, Reilly <RPittman@bellevuewa.gov>; Stead, Elizabeth <estead@bellevuewa.gov> 

Cc: Norm Hansen (normpathansen@gmail.com) <normpathansen@gmail.com>; Robinson, Lynne 

<LRobinson@bellevuewa.gov>; Nieuwenhuis, Jared <JNieuwenhuis@bellevuewa.gov>; Barksdale, Jeremy 

<JBarksdale@bellevuewa.gov>; Lee, Conrad <CLee@bellevuewa.gov>; Robertson, Jennifer S. 

<j.robertson@bellevuewa.gov>; Stokes, John <JStokes@bellevuewa.gov>; Zahn, Janice <JZahn@bellevuewa.gov>; 

Donovan, Jackie <JDonovan@bellevuewa.gov>; serviceATG@atg.wa.gov 

Subject: Need full responses to my several Public Record Act requests before you proceed with a hearing on the PSE 

permit request for building Energize Eastside... 

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

 

Mr. Pittman and Ms. Stead- 

 

I have made a number of Public Record Act requests regarding the PSE request for a permit to build Energize 

Eastside. 

 

As of this date, several of these requests have not been fully responded to including the request I made on 

July 19, 2023.  See my email to you dated August 24, 2023. 
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I am now learning that you intend to start the Public Hearing on this matter on Nov 9, 2024...even before 

Bellevue fully responds to my Public Record Act requests. 

Please confirm that I will receive full responses to all my public Record Act Requests prior to the Public 

Hearing on this matter. 

Please place this communication into the Project File for File Numbers 21-104991 LB and 21-104989 LO 

Richard Lauckhart 

Consultant for CENSE and former VP of Power Planning at Puget 

44475 Clubhouse Drive, El Macero, CA  95618 

916-769-6704 

DSD 003021
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Pittman, Reilly

From: Pittman, Reilly

Sent: Friday, October 6, 2023 1:25 PM

To: Don Marsh; Stead, Elizabeth

Cc: Norm Hansen

Subject: RE: Emergency request 

Hi Don, 

 

Thank you for your email, and your other public comments regarding this issue as well. Development Services is s�ll 

reviewing PSE's proposal for the North Segment of the Energize Eastside project, but as far as I am aware, the study you 

have requested from PSE is not included in the Project File. As we discussed at our last in-person mee�ng, we an�cipate 

that the 2023 SEPA Addendum will be issued by the City on October 12th, and Development Services Staff Report 

analyzing PSE's proposal (and responding to public comments, including your comments) will be issued shortly 

therea4er. We also discussed scheduling the pre-decision public hearing on PSE's Condi�onal Use Permit (CUP) 

applica�on before the City's Hearing Examiner for on November 9, 2023, which is now confirmed. Prior to this November 

9th hearing, we will compile and provide the City's Project File to the Hearing Examiner and the public, consistent with 

the Hearing Examiner Rules of Procedure and DSD's standard prac�ce; and I strongly encourage you to par�cipate in the 

public hearing on November 9th and provide your comments to the Hearing Examiner in connec�on with the City's 

project-level review of PSE's proposal. In turn, Development Services will include wri;en responses to your public 

comments in the Staff Report, which is the City's prac�ce for all project-level land use decisions. 

 

Also, please remember that the City Council does not have any role in Process I or Process II project-level land use 

decisions in the City of Bellevue. PSE's Cri�cal Areas Land Use Permit (CALUP) is a Process II land use decision, which is an 

administra�ve decision made by the City’s Land Use Director. On the other hand, a CUP is a Process I land use decision 

that the City processes and issues pursuant to LUC 20.35.100 to 20.35.140. Under Process I, the City’s Land Use Director 

issues a recommenda�on to the Hearing Examiner; and the Hearing Examiner, a4er holding the November 9th public 

hearing, will issue a decision on the applica�on. Per LUC 20.20.255.C, a CUP is required for certain new or expanding 

electrical u�lity facili�es, like PSE's Energize Eastside project. Whether you choose to speak about PSE's project during 

the City Council's oral communica�on period is your decision, but I would again encourage you to provide oral or wri;en 

comments at the November 9, 2023 public hearing before the City's Hearing Examiner if you want for your 

communica�ons to be included in the administra�ve record for this project-level decision. Please remember that 

Development Services and the Hearing Examiner base their respec�ve decisions and recommenda�ons on the City’s 

codes and comments and evidence submi;ed during the Process I and Process II land use process, through the forums 

provided as part of those land use processes. If any aspect of the City's land use process is unclear or if you have any 

addi�onal ques�ons about the an�cipated schedule for the City's review of PSE's project, please let me know. 

 

 

Reilly Pi;man 

Environmental Planning Manager 

Development Services Department 

425-452-4350 

rpi;man@bellevuewa.gov  

Pronouns: He/Him/His 

 

 

-----Original Message----- 

From: Don Marsh <don.m.marsh@hotmail.com>  

Sent: Thursday, October 5, 2023 5:19 AM 
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To: Pi;man, Reilly <RPi;man@bellevuewa.gov>; Stead, Elizabeth <estead@bellevuewa.gov> 

Cc: Norm Hansen <normpathansen@gmail.com> 

Subject: Emergency request  

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL No�ce!] Outside communica�on is important to us. Be cau�ous of phishing a;empts. Do not click or 

open suspicious links or a;achments. 

 

 

Dear Mr. Pi;man and Ms. Stead, 

 

I intend to speak to the city council on Monday evening regarding PSE’s refusal to provide results of a study the company 

claims to have performed recently. The study purportedly shows the new Richards Creek transformer does not meet the 

reliability needs of the Eastside electric grid. 

 

Has PSE submi;ed this study to the City? 

 

If your department has received the study, I will submit a public records request and forgo my presenta�on to the city 

council. However, I need to know this answer by Monday a4ernoon at the latest. 

 

I know you are busy, but if you can confirm or deny your receipt of this report, then I can be assured I’m providing 

accurate informa�on to the city council. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Don Marsh 

Sierra Club Washington State Energy Commi;ee 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: Don Marsh <don.m.marsh@hotmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, October 4, 2023 11:31 AM

To: Council; Miyake, Brad; Stead, Elizabeth; Pittman, Reilly

Cc: Energize Eastside -- mail --; Nedrud, Jens - Transmission; Jim Dennison; Abridged recipients; cense-

board@googlegroups.com; philr@sonic.net; Amanda Leon; 300trees-team@googlegroups.com; 

betsi@betsiforbellevue.com; info@mo4bellevue.com; paul@clarkforbellevue.com; 

dave@davehamilton.vote

Subject: RE: Questions re 2022 Energize Eastside Needs Assessment Update

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

Dear Bellevue City Staff, City Manager, and City Council members/candidates, 

Please see the email below from Puget Sound Energy.  PSE steadfastly refuses to provide a recent study regarding the 

need to build the North Segment of Energize Eastside through North and Central Bellevue.  PSE claims that the recently 

energized transformer at the Richards Creek substa'on will not mi'gate the threat of large-scale blackouts in an 

emergency scenario.  The company also claims that a further extension of the transmission line northward will solve the 

problem, even though that extension will not increase transformer capacity in any emergency scenario an'cipated by 

federal reliability standards. 

Because PSE is not providing this informa'on, the public cannot fully par'cipate in a public land use hearing on this 

ma+er.  We need this informa'on well in advance of the hearing so that we may show that the project is either not 

necessary, or that alterna've technologies that are much less damaging to the environment and vulnerable popula'ons 

are cost effec've in elimina'ng any remaining minor overloads in the Eastside grid.  These ques'ons directly address 

sec'ons of Bellevue’s Land Use Code pertaining to the si'ng of electrical facili'es in our city. 

THEREFORE, we respec!ully request that the City of Bellevue delay any recommenda)on or any hearing on this 

project un)l six weeks a.er PSE has provided the public with the requested updated informa)on accessible through 

its website.  (The most recent study of need available on the Energize Eastside website is from 2015.) 

Sincerely, 

Don Marsh 

Sierra Club Washington State Energy Commi+ee 

From: Energize Eastside -- mail -- <energizeeastside@pse.com>  

Sent: Wednesday, October 04, 2023 9:48 AM 

To: Don Marsh <don.m.marsh@hotmail.com> 

Cc: estead@bellevuewa.gov; rpittman@bellevuewa.gov; Jim Dennison <jim.dennison@sierraclub.org> 

Subject: RE: Questions re 2022 Energize Eastside Needs Assessment Update 

Mr. Marsh, 

As consistently stated, the entire 16 miles of transmission lines and Richard’s Creek substation are needed to meet the 

need described and analyzed in the City of Bellevue’s EIS. Operation of only the south transmission lines and the new 

substation does not solve the problem. Until the entire project has been completed, the system is at risk of overloads as 
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has been the case over the past five of six years. For additional information, please see the documents at: 

https://www.utc.wa.gov/casedocket/2022/220066/docsets 

 

The PSE Energize Eastside team’s efforts are entirely focused on preparing for the CUP hearing and will not be 

responding to such inquiries until the hearing.   

 

Kind regards,  

The Energize Eastside Team 

 

From: Don Marsh <don.m.marsh@hotmail.com>  

Sent: Thursday, September 28, 2023 5:09 PM 

To: Energize Eastside -- mail -- <energizeeastside@pse.com> 

Cc: estead@bellevuewa.gov; rpittman@bellevuewa.gov; Jim Dennison <jim.dennison@sierraclub.org> 

Subject: RE: Questions re 2022 Energize Eastside Needs Assessment Update 

 

CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL 

Phishing? Click the PhishAlarm "Report Phish" button. 
I par'cipated in the Annual Bellevue Reliability Workshop today.  During the workshop, PSE representa'ves Jus'n 

McConachie and Ryan Yelle stated that PSE had completed a study including the Richards Creek transformer that shows 

the North Segment of the project is s'll needed to prevent overloads.  Can we see this study? 

Thanks, 

Don Marsh 

 

From: Energize Eastside -- mail -- <energizeeastside@pse.com>  

Sent: Tuesday, September 26, 2023 1:51 PM 

To: Don Marsh <don.m.marsh@hotmail.com> 

Cc: estead@bellevuewa.gov; rpittman@bellevuewa.gov; Jim Dennison <jim.dennison@sierraclub.org> 

Subject: RE: Questions re 2022 Energize Eastside Needs Assessment Update 

 

Mr. Marsh,  

 

Thank you for your emails regarding the Energize Eastside project.  We have noted your comments and circulated them 

with the broader project team.  

 

Kind regards,  

The Energize Eastside Team 

 

Energize Eastside 
PUGET SOUND ENERGY 
1-800-548-2614 

 

 
 

From: Don Marsh <don.m.marsh@hotmail.com>  

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2023 8:01 PM 
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To: Energize Eastside -- mail -- <energizeeastside@pse.com> 

Cc: estead@bellevuewa.gov; rpittman@bellevuewa.gov; Jim Dennison <jim.dennison@sierraclub.org> 

Subject: RE: Questions re 2022 Energize Eastside Needs Assessment Update 

 

CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL 

Phishing? Click the PhishAlarm "Report Phish" button. 
Dear Energize Eastside Project Team, 

This is a reminder that I’m hoping to hear your response to the email below by tomorrow (Friday).  We would like to 

avoid sending le+ers to the Bellevue City Council and the UTC if the omissions we have iden'fied are a simple 

misunderstanding or a shortcoming PSE promises to rec'fy in the near future.  In any case, a defini've yes or no from 

PSE will be helpful in communica'ng with policymakers and leKng the public know what will happen before the land 

use hearing in Bellevue. 

RespecLully, 

Don Marsh 

From: Don Marsh  

Sent: Tuesday, September 19, 2023 4:51 AM 

To: 'energizeeastside@pse.com' <energizeeastside@pse.com> 

Cc: estead@bellevuewa.gov; rpittman@bellevuewa.gov; Jim Dennison <jim.dennison@sierraclub.org> 

Subject: Questions re 2022 Energize Eastside Needs Assessment Update 

Importance: High 

 

Dear Energize Eastside Project Team, 

I hope this le+er finds you well. I am wri'ng in my capacity as a member of the Sierra Club Washington State Energy 

Commi+ee to discuss some concerns and ques'ons we have related to PSE’s 2022 Energize Eastside Needs Assessment 

Update (a+ached). Specifically, our inquiries pertain to PSE's applica'on for a land use permit for the construc'on of the 

North Segment of the transmission line that passes through Central and North Bellevue. 

To begin with, it is surprising that the 2022 Needs Assessment Update is not publicly available on the Energize Eastside’s 

online archive. We obtained a copy through a public records request fulfilled by the City of Bellevue two weeks ago. 

Considering the public hearing expected later this year, it is impera've for stakeholders to have access to the most up-

to-date and comprehensive data. We note that some conclusions in the 2022 update seem to contradict those of a 2020 

study conducted for the City of Newcastle, which is included in the online archive. Transparency is essen'al for a 

significant project that impacts numerous stakeholders, and so we strongly recommend that the latest assessment be 

made publicly accessible. 

Furthermore, our review of the 2022 document revealed what appear to be noteworthy omissions. Figure 0-1 on Page 4 

does not include the "South Segment" 230 kV bulk transmission line of the Energize Eastside project. Although this line 

was s'll under construc'on in 2022, it is nearing comple'on this year and will unques'onably be opera'onal within the 

20-year study period. 

Similarly, the topology changes listed in Table 2.3-1 on Page 8 do not include either the new transmission line or the new 

230 kV transformer at Richards Creek. During last year’s General Rate Case before the Washington U'li'es and 

Transporta'on Commission, PSE emphasized that these infrastructure investments were “used and useful” in order to 

include $100 million in the rate base and charge customers to recover the company’s expenditures. The 2022 Needs 

Assessment suggests the project will not provide any improvement in long-term reliability, and customers should be 

refunded any extra charges they have incurred. 
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The selec've omissions extend to the P6 Results detailed on Page 17, where loading levels for the Richards Creek 

transformer are conspicuously absent. Inclusion of this transformer in PSE’s load flow modeling could poten'ally affect 

the loading levels of the other four 230 kV transformers in various scenarios. These are not trivial ma+ers; they are vital 

for assessing the u'lity and necessity of the proposed North Segment. Bellevue's land use process requires that new 

electrical facili'es demonstrate a clear benefit to the local community. 

We hope these omissions are an honest mistake and that PSE will issue 'mely correc'ons before the City of Bellevue 

issues its recommenda'ons regarding the company’s land use permit applica'on. To clarify the need for the North 

Segment, we formally request that PSE issue a 2023 Needs Assessment Update that includes both the South Segment 

and the Richards Creek transformer in the model. We also insist that this update be publicly available on the Energize 

Eastside website to ensure that all stakeholders can fully understand the need for the project and the magnitude of any 

shorLalls that could be addressed with alterna've technologies to minimize cost and disrup'on to the community, in 

accordance with Bellevue’s land use code and recent legisla'on. 

Thank you for your a+en'on to these ma+ers. Due to Bellevue’s aggressive 'meline for publishing its recommenda'ons 

regarding the North Segment project, we ask for your response no later than Friday, September 22. 

Sincerely,  

Don Marsh 

Sierra Club Washington State Energy Commi+ee 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: whalvrsn1@frontier.com

Sent: Tuesday, September 26, 2023 1:27 PM

To: Stead, Elizabeth; Pittman, Reilly

Cc: Bridle Trails Community Club; Norm Hansen; P. Johnston; Loretta Lopez; <lauckjr@hotmail.com>; 

CENSE Board; Karen Esayian; Jeanne DeMund; Don Marsh; Kelly Bach; SUZANNE HALVERSON

Subject: Energize Eastside - Bellevue North EIS Testimony

Attachments: PSE -  Bellevue North Permit.docx

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

Good Morning, 

Attached please find Warren and Maryanne Halverson's testimony related to Bellevue North Public Hearing and 
Testimony July 18th to date.   

We strongly support your complete development of a supplemental EIS for the North, as required by Bellevue's Land Use 
Codes and noted herein including the EIS chapters concerning Need; Alternatives; Public Safety and Environment.  I 
know we can all agree that a lot has changed in the past ten years -- several key examples are provided. 

My wife and I also want to share with you how strongly we believe in Bellevue; our faith in the staff; and the importance of 
open two way communication. 

Once again, Thank you!. 

Warren & Maryanne Halverson 
13701 NE 32nd Place 
Bellevue, Washington 98005 
425-883-0568; 206-605-0568 
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“Energize Eastside Bellevue North Segment” Warren Halverson Public Testimony – July 18, 

2023  Bellevue City Hall submitted in writing September 25th 

 

Good Evening.  My name is Warren Halverson; 13701 NE 32nd Pl in Bridle Trails.  My wife and I 

have lived here; worked here; raised our family and been involved in the community for over 

40 years.  We chose Bridle Trails because it is uniquely rural with an abundance of large lots; 

trees and trails.  I am testifying on behalf of my wife, myself and many neighbors. 

In referencing Bellevue North, we embrace Bellevue’s Land Use Codes, noted below*. 

After ten years one would think that the City and Puget Sound Energy would have resolved 

major issues with current factual information.  Unfortunately that is not the case.   So thank 

you for this opportunity. 

The EIS 

 What has changed over these many years?   The EIS contains hundreds of pages;  11 chapters 

and 13 appendicies.  Yet, two cornerstone Chapters – Chapter 1:  NEED & Chapter 2: 

ALTERNATIVES are outdated and do not reflect current and critical data and information.  For 

years and within this EIS EE has been based upon aged studies, but only one actual load flow 

study and forecast.  This was “The Eastside Customer Demand Forecast” for the years  2014-

2024 conducted by Gentile in 2015 (It is important to note these dates and the analysis 

because load flow studies are the basis commonly used in the industry to measure demand.)  

This study concluded that “PSE’s  projected growth would be 2.4%  growth.  There would be  

peak load deficiencies and rolling blackouts in 2017/2018.”  None of this happened.  The City 

does not know the demand for the Eastside or Bellevue North.  Another noteable factor 

impacting demand and facilities in Bellevue is completion of Bellevue South.  Bellvue South, 

which includes the business district, provides electrical flow over 250KV lines and a new 

transformer.  What impact does this have on the NEED for Bellevue North?  If you do not 

know the need, you cannot really decide between alternative solutions.  This EIS did not 

adequately review  technological alternatives or  combinations thereof.  These alternatives 

are vastly improved, less costly and available over the last ten plus years. 

 Other major EIS impacts requiring review are: “The Clean Energy Act”;  “The Washington 

Canadian Columbia River Treaty” two Bellevue Comp plans;  Bridle Trails sub area plan and 

unique tree ordinances;  Safety issues – including a “Crime Crisis” ; Homeless;  Light rail issues 

– to name a few.  So, what has changed over ten+ years that impacts Bellevue and  Bellevue 

North in this proceeding?  EVERYTHING!!!! 
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1. Our first and and the most obvious recommendation is to review the current EIS; to do 

analysis, studies and to provide written updates --  where appropriate --  for public 

comment  in a Supplemental EIS.  A current load flow study is a mandatory 

requirement to  justify Bellevue North.  The City staff does not have to rewrite a whole 

new EIS but Bellevue’s LUCs necessitate current information – a supplement.     

 *Reference Bellvue LUC’s :  LUC 20.20.255 (D)1- Alternative Sites:  2© - Customer 

 Need;  (D)3 – Technology Considered; (E) 3 – Operational Need; 4 – Reliability.  

In addition, a supplemental EIS is even more important to insure transparency, open two way 

communication and an understanding by the public concerning Energize Eastside and its 

impacts upon Bellevue North.  In our Canter Greens neighborhood roughly 60% of the 

residents have moved here within the last five years and have little knowledge of this issue.   

For them and even me the public announcement mailer was totally confusing.  As a result 

only 10+/-  were in attendance.  No formal record was kept of the testimony. I think it safe to 

say neither the presentations or questions and answers satisfied either the staff or the 

attendees on July 18th   

2. When the supplemental EIS is finalized, a draft be publicized and provided to the 

public for final comment   Because it has been several years since the first public 

meeting with the EBCC, that final report should also be provided.       

Public Safety 

The EIS STATES that the construction period will be “15 days on a lot and up to two months” 

on the line.  Somerset residents tell us that construction took “a few days on each lot but the 

setup roadwork and total encumbrance on their property was 8 months.  Impacted Bellevue 

North  property owners need to know this because this creates significant  safety issues.     

Can the City of Bellevue and PSE ensure our safety as contractors  build access roads;  use 

heavy equipment in placing 95’ poles and stringing heavy lines – through backyards to our 

backdooes --  all adjacent to two 40 year old hazardous liquid pipelines? 

 Recently, a burglar walked down the trails along these pole lines on a Sunday; climbed up a 

ladder into a bedroom of a house and and terrified a single mother who was downstairs on a 

Sunday.  We are VERY CONCERNED about the public safety risks of further opening corridor 

access to our neighborhoods and,  literally,  to the back doors of our homes for months.   

This risk – which is amplified by the recent introduction of light rail; increased homeless and 

insufficient protections --  should not and cannot be borne by homeowners.  

DSD 003030



Page 3.  Energize Eastside North Segment Testimony – Warren & Maryanne Halverson            

3.  With our rural environment and extensive trail systems, what safeguards will the City 

of Bellevue and Puget Sound Energy provide?  This issue is VERY IMPORTANT and    

should be dialogued and reviewed amongst stakeholders – including PSE, city staff, 

police and local residents and finally provided as part of the supplemental EIS.     

 *Ref LUC 20.20.255 F (3&4) – Safety/Design Standards; Note City Council Meetings 

Environment - Trees  

Bellevue is known as a “City in the Park”.  Bridle Trails is known for it’s significant forested 

area.  Many years ago, the Bridle Trails community along with the city developed and 

implemented a historic tree ordinance protecting this forest.  Today it is a prototype for the 

city, in fact, many other cities.   PSE is proposing cutting down 600+ trees nearly 200 of which 

are significant (Final EIS March 2018 page 4.4-10).  If we are serious about the climate; about 

achieving a 40% tree canopy we must get serious about the value of trees, including 

significantly limiting the cutting of significant trees (monitoring this) and paying fair market 

value for each tree i.e include market value,  stormwater/erosion expenses, temperature, 

change – ECO SYSTEM impacts.  This needs to be studied and determined.  Furthermore,   “2 

bushes for a tree  doesn’t cut it anymore”.  If this task hasn’t been done and updated, NOW is 

the time to take serious steps to achieve OUR 40% tree canopy objective .  In the budget 

process, I believe two additional headcounts were added to the environmental group,  So,  

the timing couldn’t be better to do this in the EIS supplemental review process.   

4.   Maybe, we do not have to cut down all the trees envisioned 10+ years ago?  Maybe, 

it is time to find out?  Please calculate and provide the difference in your review! 

 *Ref Bellevue LUC ‘s:  20.20.255E5(b) – Residential Character/Safety;  LUC  20.30B140 

 Neighborhood Character; LUC 20.30P140  

We want to thank you for this opportunity to provide these comments 

5.  I WOULD SIMPLY ASK THAT YOU LISTEN CAREFULLY; HOLD JUDGMENT AND 

DOGGEDLY PURSUE CURRENT INFORMATION…. THANK YOU 

 

Warren & Maryanne Halverson                                                                                                          

13701 NE 32nd Place                                                                                                                                          

Bellevue Washington 98005 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: Don Marsh <don.m.marsh@hotmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, September 20, 2023 4:11 PM

To: Pittman, Reilly; Stead, Elizabeth

Cc: hansennp@aol.com

Subject: Comment for Energize Eastside North Segment permit application

Categories: SEPA

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

 

Please include this comment in the public record for PSE’s Energize Eastside permit application. 

 

We recently discovered that the South Segment transmission line and new transformer at Richards Creek are now fully 

energized.  This is timely and important information since it has happened BEFORE the City publishes its 

recommendation regarding the land use permit for the North Segment of the line.   

 

To our knowledge, PSE has not conducted a study that shows to what extent the new transformer will relieve 

overloading of the four original 230 kV transformers that serve Bellevue and the Eastside.  An updated study is likely to 

show that the overloads are eliminated or reduced to a moderate level such that relatively minor investments in solar 

panels and batteries (which are needed anyway to meet the requirements of the Clean Energy Transformation Act) 

might suffice.  The reduced cost and impact of such alternatives would be better for ratepayers, residents, and the 

environment (preserving hundreds of valuable urban trees). 

 

We have asked the City of Bellevue to publish a Supplemental EIS to clarify the level of need and how inexpensive 

alternatives might be sufficient to eliminate any remaining overloads.  Both of these questions must be answered to be 

compliant with Bellevue’s land use code regarding the siting and operation of electrical facilities.  If there are other ways 

to answer these questions, then a Supplemental EIS might not be necessary.  Please let us know if PSE or ESA will be 

conducting the necessary power flow modeling to provide definitive technical answers.  If a public hearing is conducted 

without clear answers to these relevant questions, the public interest would not be properly served. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Don Marsh 

Sierra Club Washington State Energy Committee 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: Don Marsh <don.m.marsh@hotmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 19, 2023 4:51 AM

To: energizeeastside@pse.com

Cc: Stead, Elizabeth; Pittman, Reilly; Jim Dennison

Subject: Questions re 2022 Energize Eastside Needs Assessment Update

Attachments: Needs Assessment update_11-28-2022 2.53.04 PM.pdf

Importance: High

Categories: Need

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

Dear Energize Eastside Project Team, 

I hope this le�er finds you well. I am wri#ng in my capacity as a member of the Sierra Club Washington State Energy 

Commi�ee to discuss some concerns and ques#ons we have related to PSE’s 2022 Energize Eastside Needs Assessment 

Update (a�ached). Specifically, our inquiries pertain to PSE's applica#on for a land use permit for the construc#on of the 

North Segment of the transmission line that passes through Central and North Bellevue. 

To begin with, it is surprising that the 2022 Needs Assessment Update is not publicly available on the Energize Eastside’s 

online archive. We obtained a copy through a public records request fulfilled by the City of Bellevue two weeks ago. 

Considering the public hearing expected later this year, it is impera#ve for stakeholders to have access to the most up-

to-date and comprehensive data. We note that some conclusions in the 2022 update seem to contradict those of a 2020 

study conducted for the City of Newcastle, which is included in the online archive. Transparency is essen#al for a 

significant project that impacts numerous stakeholders, and so we strongly recommend that the latest assessment be 

made publicly accessible. 

Furthermore, our review of the 2022 document revealed what appear to be noteworthy omissions. Figure 0-1 on Page 4 

does not include the "South Segment" 230 kV bulk transmission line of the Energize Eastside project. Although this line 

was s#ll under construc#on in 2022, it is nearing comple#on this year and will unques#onably be opera#onal within the 

20-year study period. 

Similarly, the topology changes listed in Table 2.3-1 on Page 8 do not include either the new transmission line or the new 

230 kV transformer at Richards Creek. During last year’s General Rate Case before the Washington U#li#es and 

Transporta#on Commission, PSE emphasized that these infrastructure investments were “used and useful” in order to 

include $100 million in the rate base and charge customers to recover the company’s expenditures. The 2022 Needs 

Assessment suggests the project will not provide any improvement in long-term reliability, and customers should be 

refunded any extra charges they have incurred. 

The selec#ve omissions extend to the P6 Results detailed on Page 17, where loading levels for the Richards Creek 

transformer are conspicuously absent. Inclusion of this transformer in PSE’s load flow modeling could poten#ally affect 

the loading levels of the other four 230 kV transformers in various scenarios. These are not trivial ma�ers; they are vital 

for assessing the u#lity and necessity of the proposed North Segment. Bellevue's land use process requires that new 

electrical facili#es demonstrate a clear benefit to the local community. 

We hope these omissions are an honest mistake and that PSE will issue #mely correc#ons before the City of Bellevue 

issues its recommenda#ons regarding the company’s land use permit applica#on. To clarify the need for the North 
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Segment, we formally request that PSE issue a 2023 Needs Assessment Update that includes both the South Segment 

and the Richards Creek transformer in the model. We also insist that this update be publicly available on the Energize 

Eastside website to ensure that all stakeholders can fully understand the need for the project and the magnitude of any 

shorFalls that could be addressed with alterna#ve technologies to minimize cost and disrup#on to the community, in 

accordance with Bellevue’s land use code and recent legisla#on. 

Thank you for your a�en#on to these ma�ers. Due to Bellevue’s aggressive #meline for publishing its recommenda#ons 

regarding the North Segment project, we ask for your response no later than Friday, September 22. 

Sincerely,  

Don Marsh 

Sierra Club Washington State Energy Commi�ee 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: Richard Lauckhart <lauckjr@hotmail.com>

Sent: Friday, September 8, 2023 5:11 AM

To: Pittman, Reilly; Stead, Elizabeth

Cc: Norm Hansen; Robinson, Lynne; Nieuwenhuis, Jared; Barksdale, Jeremy; Lee, Conrad; Robertson, 

Jennifer S.; Stokes, John; Zahn, Janice; bradley.strauch@pse.com; Donovan, Jackie

Subject: PSE July 11, 2023 letter to Reilly Pittman providing an update to the August 2022 Project Need is not 

legitimate

Categories: Need

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

 

Mr. Pittman and Ms. Stead- 

 

On July 11, 2023 PSE sent a letter to Reilly Pittman providing an update to the August 2022 Project Need.  That 

letter has numerous problems.  Note: 

 

1)  The letter provides information on FERC Orders, Orders in other cities, consultant reports for other 

proceedings, WUTC Orders, etc.  But none of those Orders and other documents relate to what PSE is required 

to do in order to get a permit from the City of Bellevue to allow them to build Energize Eastside in North 

Bellevue.  The City of Bellevue must comply with their own code requirements.  As stated in my July 18, 2023 

email (and its attachment) to Mr. Pittman and Ms. Stead, PSE is not able to meet the City of Bellevue 

requirements for permitting Energize Eastside in North Bellevue. 

 

2)  The letter also mischaracterizes what the WUTC has said about Energize Eastside.  The WUTC Order in that 

proceeding simply adopted a Settlement Agreement proposal floated by PSE in that proceeding.   That 

Settlement Proposal asked the WUTC to allow them to put $100 million that they had spent (up to that time) 

into rates, with the understanding that the WUTC had not ruled that Energize Eastside was a prudent 

investment.  The Settlement Agreement stated that PSE expected to spend another $200 million to actually 

build Energize Eastside over the next several years.  The Settlement Agreement stated that a Full Prudency 

Review would be conducted when the project was completed, and if it was determined at the time that the 

project was not prudent based on the WUTC 4 criteria for determining prudency, then PSE would need to 

refund all money the $100 million that was put in rates.  The WUTC Order in that agreement acknowledged 

that I had provided evidence that PSE had not met any of these 4 criteria, but the WUTC adopted the 

Settlement Agreement proposal that the matter would be properly examined in a hearing when the project 

was complete and operating. 

 

3)  The letter also mischaracterizes that FERC has said about Energize Eastside.  FERC has stated that they have 

never examined the need for Energize Eastside and never stated that Energize Eastside was needed. 

 

4)  The letter mischaracterizes that MaxETA/Synapse stated in their report for the City of Newcastle.  That 

report found no winter problem that needed to be fixed by building Energize Eastside.  That report stated that 

PSE had determined that there was a summer Bulk System reliability problem that needed to be fixed by 

building Energize Eastside.  MaxETA/Synapse itself did not find that problem.  Such a Bulk System reliability 
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problem would need to be addressed by PSE, Seattle City Light, Bonneville Power, Tacoma City Light, 

Snohomish PUD and others.  None of these other utilities had ever heard of such a problem and there is no 

evidence that building Energize Eastside would solve such a problem ever if it exists. 

Conclusion:  The City of Bellevue needs to determine if Energize Eastside meets its own code 

requirements.  As I have previously pointed out (see 1 above). PSE is not able to meet the 

City of Bellevue requirements for permitting Energize Eastside in North Bellevue. 

Richard Lauckhart 

Consultant for CENSE and past VP of Power Planning for Puget 

44475 Clubhouse Drive, El Macero, CA  95618 

916-769-6704 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: Richard Lauckhart <lauckjr@hotmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, September 6, 2023 10:34 AM

To: Pittman, Reilly; Stead, Elizabeth

Cc: Norm Hansen; Robinson, Lynne; Nieuwenhuis, Jared; Barksdale, Jeremy; Lee, Conrad; Robertson, 

Jennifer S.; Stokes, John; Zahn, Janice; bradley.strauch@pse.com; Donovan, Jackie

Subject: The City of Bellevue needs to require PSE to  provide load flow modeling input and output data files 

for its updated Energize Eastside Needs Assessment...

Categories: Need

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

 

Mr. Pittman and Ms. Stead 

 

In August 2022 PSE provided a 2022 Energize Eastside Needs Assessment Update.  Apparently, the load flow 

models were updated. 

 

The City of Bellevue needs to require PSE to provide the following files for these updated 

load flow model runs: 

 

1. areatie.lst 

2. buslist.lst 

3. flow.lst 

4. owner.lst 

5. summary.lst 

Without these files for these load flow model runs, there is no way to tell if the runs were properly performed. 

 

i have received these files for the PSE original Needs Assessments done in 013 and 2015.  When I examined 

those files I found shocking problems with those input files.  I provided those findings to you in this proceeding 

in my July 18, 2023 email to Mr. Pittman and Ms. Stead.  

 

Please require PSE to provide me these files from their updated load flow model runs before Staff makes 

their recommendation to the Hearing Officer. 

 

 

Richard Lauckhart 

Consultant for CENSE and past VP of Puget 

44475 Clubhouse Drive 

El Macero, CA  95618 

916-769-6704 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: Barbara Hughes <barbara_hughes@hotmail.com>

Sent: Friday, August 25, 2023 9:43 AM

To: Pittman, Reilly

Cc: Hansennp@aol.com; Warren Halvorsen; pamjjo@msn.com; ljlopezmsl@gmail.com; 

pindabazley@hotmail.com; williambarnesconsulting@gmail.com; r_g_hughes@hotmail.com; Don 

Marsh

Subject: PSE Energize Eastside North Segment (Bridle Trails)

Categories: SEPA

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

 

Mr. Pi�man, 

 

I am wri�ng to request that the EIS for this project be fully updated given the many years since it was produced. I remain 

concerned that PSE should look further into modern alterna�ves to the proposed new overground powerlines – 

undergrounding, ba�ery, solar, wind, hydro and other alterna�ves.  

 

I am a 21 year resident of Bridle Trails. It is where I raised my family. Bridle Trails is a unique natural area and I object to 

the impact of this project on trees, the forest understory and the many animals that live there. Bridle Trails should be 

preserved for future genera�ons. 

 

I was out of town for your recent public mee�ng, as are many folks in summer. Frankly, I considered that this project 

must be on hold or dead as there has been no movement for so long. In fact, I only know that you held a public mee�ng 

as I heard it from another resident, retrospec�vely. I haven’t seen my past mail yet, and I do wonder if many of my 

Bridle Trails neighbors have been busy traveling this summer and so unawares… 

 

Please add my objec�on and request to your project file/record and keep me updated on this project. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Barbara Hughes 

13709 NE 48th Pl 

Bellevue 98005 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: Kristi Weir <khweir@hotmail.com>

Sent: Monday, August 21, 2023 7:10 AM

To: Pittman, Reilly

Subject: Fwd: Puget Sound Project North Segment

Attachments: ECAM comments on PSE North Segment.docx; Sierra Club Comments on Energize Eastside North 

Segment.pdf; Sierra Club Comments on EIS Energize Eastside Supplemental EIS.pdf

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

 

Mr. Pittman, 

 

Attached are the comments by the Earth and Climate Action Ministry (ECAM) of East Shore Unitarian Church located  in 

Bellevue regarding PSE’s Energize Eastside Project--North Segment.  

 

 

Kristi Weir 

Earth and Climate Action Ministry 

East Shore Unitarian Church 

 

khweir@hotmail.com 

 

Below are Sierra Club comments already submitted which ECAM supports. 
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August 21, 2023 

Reilly Pittman 

Environmental Planning Manager  

Development Services Department 

450 100th Ave NE 

Bellevue, WA 98004 

 rpittman@bellevuewa.gov  

RE: Puget Sound Energy’s Energize East Side Project North Segment 

The Earth and Climate Action Ministry (ECAM) of East Shore Unitarian Church located in 

Bellevue opposes the approval of the proposed North Segment of Energize Eastside Project. It is 

not good stewardship of the earth’s resources in addressing environmental issues and it unfairly 

impacts some of the areas of the city with less tree canopy already 

Poor stewardship of resources: 

1. PSE has not shown the project is still needed. With the completion of the South Segment 

and the new 230kV transformer, the grid has sufficient capacity for the next decade.  

2. These resources could better used to make more significant gains in energy efficiency 

and resiliency with other technologies and approaches. PSE has been too focused on 

meeting its dubious scenario of increased demand instead of finding ways to increase 

efficiency which would  reduce or slow growth in demand.  

Examples of alternative technologies would be use of batteries and solar, demand 

response 

3. The North Segment project would be committing vast resources to a long-term capital 

project of traditional technology thereby reducing PSE’s ability to respond to changing 

technology, markets, and legislation. For example, the recent passage of Inflation 

Reduction Act provides funding for clean energy projects—like solar and storage. 

However, the North Segment would not qualify.  

Environmental Justice: 
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1. There is a planned removal of 70% of the mature trees in the corridor--a corridor that already 

has some of the lowest  tree canopy in Bellevue, increasing the heat island even further.  

2. The corridor also has some of the lower income census blocks for Bellevue. This project will 

unfairly impact those already dealing with higher temperatures with the concomitant impact 

on their health, with the disruption during construction, and with the loss of being near trees. 

3. The increase in electricity rates due to the North Segment Project will be a relatively bigger 

burden for lower income families and is not justified when there are more efficient ways to 

meet our energy needs.  

We feel that PSE’s North Segment Project is an inefficient way to meet our environmental 

challenges and unfairly impacts a vulnerable community. We agree with Sierra Club’s five 

reservations about the project. We also support the Sierra Club’s recommended areas to be 

examined in the Supplemental EIS. 

 

Kristi Weir,  

Earth and Climate Action Ministry 

East Shore Unitarian Church 

Bellevue WA 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: Steve Funk <xfunk@comcast.net>

Sent: Saturday, August 12, 2023 2:28 PM

To: Pittman, Reilly; donmmarsh@hotmail.com

Subject: Energize Eastside

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

I am J.Stephen Funk, roughly fifty years ago a member for years and then Chairman of the Bellevue 
Planning Comission. It was an educational experience observing business powers push through profit 
oriented projects ignoring the concerns and well being of local home owners.   
The Bellevue Comprehensive Plan required that "Single Family Residental Areas shall be preserved 
and protected."  

But that requirement sometimes was lost in the search for profit, and the City Council at times was led 
astray despite the Planning Commission analysis. I can see our city still sometimes can be dragged 
out of its path and its duty to citizens.  

If I were involved in deciding the  city's course regarding the current Puget Power plan I'd be reluctant 
and cautious. The citizens are designated victims with a certainty of loss and expense and no proven 
likelihood of gain. Puget Power cannot be the decider.  

J. Stepen Funk 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: Phil Ritter <philr@sonic.net>

Sent: Wednesday, August 9, 2023 2:32 PM

To: Pittman, Reilly

Subject: Energize Eastside - North Segment

Attachments: Letter to City of Bellevue 8-9-23.pdf; Sierra Club Comments on Energize Eastside North Segment.pdf; 

Sierra Club Comments on Energize Eastside Supplemental EIS.pdf

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

 

See attached 

 

Please confirm receipt. 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: jankeller3@gmail.com

Sent: Monday, August 7, 2023 2:40 PM

To: Pittman, Reilly

Subject: Energize Eastside permits, #21-104991-LB (CUP) and #21-104989-LO (CALUP)

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

 

Dear Reilly Pi[man and other reviewers of the Energize Eastside permits, 

I am wri\ng because I am concerned about elements that are insufficient or absent from the Energize Eastside “North 

Segment” permit applica\ons: 

• Condi\onal Use Permit File # 21-104991-LB (CUP) 

• Cri\cal Areas Land Use Permit File # 21-104989-LO (CALUP) 

I am concerned because the above permit applica\ons have elements that are significantly outdated, which means the 

applica\ons lack important informa4on that would be included if those elements were actually up-to-date. For one 

thing, the background studies and EIS do not include up-to-date discussions of current impacts or current alterna\ves 

(which must be included in such an applica\on). In addi\on, the applica\ons do not meet criteria for si\ng electrical 

facili\es in the city, specifically the requirements that "an opera\onal need exists" (based on today's data, not outdated 

projec\ons from the past) and that "the proposed electrical u\lity facility improves reliability" as cer\fied by the 

applicant's engineer. (Codes sec\on 20.20.255.E, parts 3 and 4 ). 

These permit applica\ons are important, because they are for a significant project that, if allowed, would seriously 

damage the city’s tree canopy—destroying mature trees—at a \me when we desperately need the canopy to be 

protected. The project would also be very expensive, and is out-of-step with the current reali\es of climate change. 

Those current reali\es include frightening weather events around the world, plus significant State and Federal legisla\on 

aimed at protec\ng trees and increasing clean energy technologies such as solar, ba[ery storage, and demand response 

technologies. The Energize Eastside project runs counter to the reali\es, and counter to the aim of all this legisla\on.  

More detail is provided below. 

OUTDATED OR MISSING ELEMENTS IN THE PERMIT APPLICATION OR EIS 

For proposed Federal transmission projects, the studies used for suppor\ng evidence are supposed to be no older than 

five years, unless no significant changes have happened within that \me. The Federal standard seems very appropriate 

in this case. But PSE's latest publicly available studies are eight years old, da\ng back to 2015. Large, significant changes 

have happened since then. Here are some examples of what is missing from the Energize Eastside permit applica\on 

and/or EIS because they are so old: 

• Evalua4on of climate change impacts in terms of the need to preserve mature trees and prevent heat-island 

effects across Bellevue, but especially in vulnerable communi4es in areas near where the mature trees would 

be destroyed. Climate change impacts were only incorporated into PSE’s modeling in 2022, so these impacts are 

clearly missing from the permit applica\ons. 

Specifically, the EIS does not quan\fy or even men\on the cooling poten\al of the trees PSE proposes to 

remove.  King County produced a heat map in 2022 that shows high levels of heat in areas where Energize 

Eastside, if allowed, would destroy many mature trees. The EIS should determine whether these impacts are 
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significant. PSE proposes plan\ng small trees, but the EIS should state how much those small trees would 

actually mi\gate the heat island issue. 

• Evalua4on of power needs for the North Segment, now that the South Segment provides a fi6h 230 kV 

transformer. The permit applica\on should state under what condi\ons the North Segment would actually 

avoid power outages (the stated reason for building Energize Eastside in the first place), given that the South 

Segment now provides a fi`h 230 kV transformer. This informa\on is completely missing. 

• Evalua4on of climate change impacts in terms of warmer winters and reduced peak loads in winter. The 

permit applica\on and/or EIS should evaluate whether the North Segment is s\ll needed to serve winter peaks. 

Old data does not reflect what has been happening with peak loads in winter, which have been decreasing. The 

jus\fica\on for Energize Eastside must be reviewed in terms of current data. 

Note that if PSE makes a claim that the North Segment is needed only for summer peaks, the EIS must evaluate 

how solar panels and ba[eries might feasibly meet the need. The original EIS completely lacks such evalua\on, 

but for summer peaks, solar panels are extremely likely to be less costly and less destruc\ve than a transmission 

upgrade. 

• An updated evalua4on of alterna4ves such as solar panels and ba:eries, given the decreased costs and 

increased available subsidies. One of the purposes of studies that provide suppor\ng evidence for a project like 

this is to compare the proposed project to alterna\ves. PSE's old studies have become completely outdated in 

this respect. They lack any useful, up-to-date comparison with alterna\ves such as solar panels and ba[eries. 

These alterna\ves are much less expensive than in 2015, and subsidies are available from the federal Infla\on 

Reduc\on Act. The original cost comparisons in PSE's studies are simply not useful for evalua\ng this project any 

more. 

On top of this, PSE is now acquiring these important technologies (ba[eries, solar panels, and also demand 

response, such as Time Varying Rates for electricity) to meet the demands of Washington’s Clean Energy 

Transforma\on Act. This makes the original cost comparisons even less useful for evalua\ng this project. Is this 

transmission project necessary, given that legisla\on is pushing and suppor\ng the community and PSE to move 

toward alterna\ves, that is, the clean energy technologies that we need? We cannot tell from the old studies. 

• An evalua4on of the actual need (not the original supposed need) for transfers of electricity to Canada and 

California. Significant changes have happened in this respect. Canada no longer relies on electricity from the U.S. 

to keep their lights on in the winter. Also, big transfers to California in the summer are less needed, because 

California has so much solar now that its price for electricity o`en goes nega\ve. A thorough update and re-

assessment of these transmission needs is necessary for the EIS and the permit applica\on. Otherwise, they 

must be considered incomplete. 

There are other problems with the old, outdated informa\on in the permit applica\on/EIS, but the ones I list above 

stand out. I urge you to deny the Energize Eastside “North Segment” permit applica\on as it stands, and require these 

problems to be addressed. PSE must be required to provide up-to-date informa\on in areas where there has clearly 

been significant, relevant change since the data for the applica\on and/or EIS was compiled. 

Thank you. 

Jennifer Keller 

115 - 146th Ave SE, Bellevue, 98007 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: Jim Dennison <jim.dennison@sierraclub.org>

Sent: Tuesday, August 1, 2023 12:31 PM

To: Pittman, Reilly

Cc: Don Marsh

Subject: Sierra Club Comments on Energize Eastside

Attachments: Cover Letter - Sierra Club Energize Eastside Comments 7-26-23.pdf; Sierra Club Comments on 

Energize Eastside North Segment.pdf; Sierra Club Comments on Energize Eastside Supplemental 

EIS.pdf

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

Good afternoon, 

Please find attached the Sierra Club’s Comments to the City of Bellevue on Puget Sound Energy’s proposed Energize 

Eastside Project, North Segment, and the Sierra Club’s separate comments on the Supplemental Environmental Impact 

Statement for the project.  

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Dennison 

-- 

To help protect you r priv acy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the  
In ternet.
photo Jim Dennison  

Associate Attorney
Sierra Club
he/him

435-232-5784 | Mountain Time 
jim.dennison@sierraclub.org 

CONFIDENTIAL LEGAL COMMUNICATION/WORK PRODUCT 

This email may contain privileged and confidential communications and/or confidential attorney work product.  If you receive this email inadvertently, please reply and notify 

the sender and delete all versions from your system. Thank You.
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Pittman, Reilly

From: Richard Lauckhart <lauckjr@hotmail.com>

Sent: Friday, July 28, 2023 10:30 AM

To: Pittman, Reilly; Stead, Elizabeth

Cc: Norm Hansen; Robinson, Lynne; Nieuwenhuis, Jared; Barksdale, Jeremy; Lee, Conrad; Robertson, 

Jennifer S.; Stokes, John; Zahn, Janice; bradley.strauch@pse.com; Donovan, Jackie

Subject: Re: PSE permit application for Energize Eastside ... further comments by Richard Lauckhart

Attachments: Demonstration of the need to operate all PSE gas fired generation in a heavy winter load 

situation.pdf

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

 

Mr. Pittman and Ms. Stead- 

 

 

These are further comments on the PSE Application for a permit for Energize Eastside. 

 

 

The PSE studies done that allegedly demonstrate a need for Energize Eastside are flawed in several ways.  This 

comment addresses the PSE assumption that 1,500 MW of PSE's owned/controlled gas fired generation was 

turned off in the PSE/Quanta studies during a heavy winter peak.  That makes no sense.   

 

 

I am attaching a graphic from the PSE Integrated Resource Plan filed with the WUTC.  See attachment.   

 

 

This graphic demonstrates that PSE could not meet its power supply needs in a heavy load winter situation if it 

does not have all of its 1,500 MW of gas fired generation operating.  Yet in its load flow studies for Energize 

Eastside, PSE shuts down all of these gas fired generators.   That makes no sense. 

 

 

The MaxETA/Synapse report dated June 2020 for the City of Newcastle states as follows:   "While we found 

that PSE’s own winter load forecast is above the load threshold for concern in King County, we cannot conclude 

based on the data we analyzed whether there is any clear need created by the winter peak load for 

transmission capacity expansion in the future. PSE’s past winter peak load forecasts have been over-predicting 

winter peak loads." 

 

 

 

That is fully consistent with the Lauckhart/Schiffman report.   

 

 

Public comments to the City of Bellevue on this matter have pointed out that the PSE studies showing the 

need for Energize Eastside are 10 years old and they need to be redone with more current data. 
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The City of Bellevue should demand that PSE re-run its load flow studies with all 1,500 MW of gas fired 

generation in NW Washington operating.  Alternatively, the City of Bellevue should deny the application and 

let EFSEC rerun the PSE studies.  EFSEC will necessarily have updated information and will recognize that PSE 

needs to operate all of its 1,500 MW of NW Washington gas fired generation just to meets it load.  Which 

means the EFSEC updated load flow studies for Energize Eastside will necessarily need to be running all 1,500 

MW of NW Washinton gas fired generation during the Heavy Winter load conditions.  That alone will negate 

the need for Energize Eastside. 

 

 

Please add these comments to your records on this matter. 

 

Richard Lauckhart 

Consultant for CENSE and past VP of Power Planning at Puget 

44475 Clubhouse Drive 

El Macero, CA 95618 

lauckjr@hotmail.com 

916-769-6704 

 

 

From: Richard Lauckhart <lauckjr@hotmail.com> 

Sent: Tuesday, July 18, 2023 7:38 PM 

To: RPittman@bellevuewa.gov <RPittman@bellevuewa.gov>; estead@bellevuewa.gov <estead@bellevuewa.gov> 

Cc: Norm Hansen <hansennp@aol.com>; lrobinson@bellevuewa.gov <lrobinson@bellevuewa.gov>; 

jnieuwenhuis@bellevuewa.gov <jnieuwenhuis@bellevuewa.gov>; jbarksdale@bellevuewa.gov 

<jbarksdale@bellevuewa.gov>; clee@bellevuewa.gov <clee@bellevuewa.gov>; j.robertson@bellevuewa.gov 

<j.robertson@bellevuewa.gov>; jstokes@bellevuewa.gov <jstokes@bellevuewa.gov>; jzahn@bellevuewa.gov 

<jzahn@bellevuewa.gov>; bradley.strauch@pse.com <bradley.strauch@pse.com>; jdonovan@bellevuewa.gov 

<jdonovan@bellevuewa.gov> 

Subject: PSE permit application for Energize Eastside ... comments by Richard Lauckhart  

  

Mr. Pittman and Ms. Stead- 

 

I spoke and otherwise participated via internet in the Public Meeting tonight regarding the PSE permit 

application for Energize Eastside. 

 

I heard nearly every public commenter pointing out that the PSE studies to justify the need for Energize 

Eastside are 10 years old and very much in need of restudy.   Commenters believe that if the studies are 

redone, then it will be found that Energize Eastside is not needed. 

 

The comments I sent to Mr. Pittman and others below include a PDF Document explaining that the studies 

need to be redone to reflect much new information.  My suggestion to date has been for the City to deny the 

permit so the matter of need can be studied by EFSEC.   Clearly, EFSEC would use updated information. 

 

If the City of Bellevue does not want to turn this over to EFSEC, then the City of Bellevue needs to somehow 

have the studies redone by some independent party who will take into account the many matters that others 

and I have already provided on what needs to be fixed in the studies. 
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 It also would be very helpful if the City of Bellevue posted all the comments on this matter on a city 

website.  That is what was done in the South Bellevue proceeding and in Newcastle.  Why not do that 

here?  Using the Public Record Act request process is really not an acceptable process. 

 

Please add these comments to your records on this matter. 

 

Richard Lauckhart 

Consultant for CENSE and past VP of Power Planning at Puget 

44475 Clubhouse Drive 

El Macero, CA 95618 

lauckjr@hotmail.com 

916-769-6704 

 

From: Richard Lauckhart 

Sent: Wednesday, July 5, 2023 1:29 PM 

To: RPittman@bellevuewa.gov <RPittman@bellevuewa.gov> 

Cc: Norm Hansen <hansennp@aol.com>; lrobinson@bellevuewa.gov <lrobinson@bellevuewa.gov>; 

jnieuwenhuis@bellevuewa.gov <jnieuwenhuis@bellevuewa.gov>; jbarksdale@bellevuewa.gov 

<jbarksdale@bellevuewa.gov>; clee@bellevuewa.gov <clee@bellevuewa.gov>; j.robertson@bellevuewa.gov 

<j.robertson@bellevuewa.gov>; jstokes@bellevuewa.gov <jstokes@bellevuewa.gov>; jzahn@bellevuewa.gov 

<jzahn@bellevuewa.gov>; bradley.strauch@pse.com <bradley.strauch@pse.com>; jdonovan@bellevuewa.gov 

<jdonovan@bellevuewa.gov> 

Subject: Preliminary comments on PSE permit application for Energize Eastside made on behalf of CENSE by Richard 

Lauckhart  

  

Dear Mr. Pittman- 

 

Attached are preliminary comments I am making on behalf of CENSE on PSE's application for a permit for 

Energize Eastside.  The File Numbers are:  21-104991 LB and 21-104989 LO  

 

Richard Lauckhart 

Consultant for CENSE and past VP of Puget 

44475 Clubhouse Drive 

El Macero, CA  95618 

916-769-6704 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: KCWTD Other Agency Planning <KCWTD_otheragencyplanning@kingcounty.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, July 19, 2023 11:30 AM

To: Pittman, Reilly

Cc: KCWTD Other Agency Planning; LPA TEAM; Hartman, Rachael; Fischer, Katherine

Subject: KCWTD Question re Energize Eastside project

Attachments: EnergizeEastsidePhase2.pdf

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

 

 

 

Zanna Satterwhite (she/her) 

Water Quality Planner/Project Manager 

King County Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD) 

Environmental and Community Services Section 

zsatterwhite@kingcounty.gov 

(206) 263-1998  

 

From: KCWTD Other Agency Planning <KCWTD_otheragencyplanning@kingcounty.gov>  

Sent: Friday, July 14, 2023 8:56 AM 

To: Fischer, Katherine <Katherine.Fischer@kingcounty.gov> 

Cc: KCWTD Other Agency Planning <KCWTD_otheragencyplanning@kingcounty.gov>; Satterwhite, Zanna 

<zsatterwhite@kingcounty.gov> 

Subject: RE: Bellevue Energize Eastside - submit another comment letter? 

 

Hello Reilly, 

 

PSE’s Energize Eastside project overlaps with many of King County Wastewater Treatment Division’s subsurface 

conveyance lines.  On June 20, 2017, King County DNRP submitted a comment letter in response to PSE’s Phase 2 Draft 

EIS for the Energize Eastside project (see attached; doesn’t include original enclosures). We saw the recent  “re-Notice of 

Application and Notice of public meeting” for the Energize Eastside Bellevue North Segment.   We would like to get 

some clarification on what, if anything, has actually changed on the project. Is King County WTD still a party of record, or 

do we need to comment again? Were our original comments considered in the design?  If not, we would want to 

comment.  

 

Thank you, 

 
Zanna Satterwhite (she/her) 

Environmental Planner 

King County Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD) 

(206) 263-1998  

 

King County Other Agency Planning (OAP) / Local Public Agency Program  

https://kingcounty.gov/services/environment/wastewater/local-public-agency.aspx  

 

From: City of Bellevue <bellevuewa@public.govdelivery.com>  

Sent: Thursday, June 29, 2023 3:51 PM 
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To: KCWTD Other Agency Planning <KCWTD_otheragencyplanning@kingcounty.gov> 

Subject: City of Bellevue Weekly Permit Bulletin 6-29-23 

 

[EXTERNAL Email Notice! ] External communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments.  

To help protect you r priv acy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
header 

 

You are subscribed to the Weekly Permit Bulletin for the City of Bellevue. A new bulletin has recently been published 

and is now available. View the Weekly Permit Bulletin. 

Update your subscriptions, modify your password or e-mail address, or stop subscriptions at any time on your Subscriber 

Preferences Page. You will need to use your email address to log in. If you have questions or problems with the 

subscription service, please visit subscriberhelp.govdelivery.com. 

This service is provided to you at no charge by the City of Bellevue. 

This email was sent to KCWTD_otheragencyplanning@kingcounty.gov using GovDelivery Communications Cloud on 

behalf of: City of Bellevue WA · 450 110th Ave NE · Bellevue, WA 98009 · 425-452-6800 
To help protect you r priv acy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
GovDelivery logo
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King County
Department of
Natural Resources and Parks
Director's Office
King Street Center

201 S Jackson St, Suite 700

Seattle, WA 98104-3855

June 20, 2017

Heidi Bedwell
Environmental Planning Manager
CityofBellevue
Development Services Department
P.O. Box 90012

Bellevue,WA 98009-9012

Dear Ms. Bedwell:

I am writing to provide comments from the King County Department of Natural Resources and

Parks (DNRP) in response to Puget Sound Energy's (PSE) Phase 2 Draft Environmental
Impact Statement (DEIS) for its Energize Eastside Project. The alternatives and related
potential infrastructure development clearly encompass multiple places where existing and

planned KC DNRP facilities could be impacted, and we appreciate the opportunity to provide
information about these impacts to inform further consideration of these alternatives.

These comments pertain most directly to facilities, projects, and programs owned, operated,
and/or implemented by, respectively, the Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD) and the Parks

and Recreation Division (Parks) within DNRP. WTD owns and operates numerous and far-

reaching facilities throughout western King County, including significant public facilities
within and/or across several sections of the alternatives under consideration. The effective

implementation, operation, and maintenance of these critical wastewater facilities are and will

continue to be important points of consideration for PSE as the Energize Eastside project

moves forward.

Parks owns property interests in the Eastside Rail Corridor (ERC) supporting the development
ofamuch-anticipated regional trail within the ERC. King County has established, pursuant to

the Reciprocal Coordination and Cooperation Covenant Agreement with PSE, a Planned Trail
Area for the regional trail alignment throughout our ERC ownership area. King County also

has an approved ERC Trail Master Plan that establishes a preferred trail alignment and has

completed a planning level EIS related to the alignment proposal within the Eastside Rail
Corridor. The two "bypass" routes under consideration call for the use of a segment of the

ERC, over which King County holds property interests supporting trail and utility uses, for
facilities that could be part of the implemented Energize Eastside project. While the ERC
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Heidi Bedwell
June 20, 2017
Page 2

vision, developed by King County and the other owners of the ERC, supports the use of the
ERC for transit, trails, and utilities, installation and operation of such facilities in this segment

would affect the planning, design, implementation, and operation of a regional trail facility.

Staff from WTD and Parks have prepared more detailed comments on the substance of the
DEIS. They are provided below. Please note that this letter includes an enclosed figure

depicting specific locations where the alternatives under consideration intersect with existing

or planned WTD facilities, and a figure that depicts the planned alignment of the regional trail
in the bypass segments.

Detailed comments from WTD:

The alternatives intersect with WTD facilities in the following places, listed from north to

south:

• All action alternatives would cross the Lake Hills Interceptor in the Bellevue Central

Segment

• The Bellevue Central Bypass options 1 and 2 would:
o Cross and parallel the Lake Hills Interceptor

o Parallel the Eastside Interceptor (ESI) sections 11 and 12
o Cross the Bellevue Force Mains
o Cross and parallel the Factoria Trunk

• The Oak 1 and Oak 2 alternatives in the Bellevue South Segment would cross and then

parallel the Factoria Trunk

• All alternatives would cross the Coal Creek Trunk in the Bellevue South Segment

• The Oak 1, Oak 2, and Willow 2 alternatives in the Bellevue South Segment would also

closely parallel the Coal Creek Trunk
• All alternatives would cross the Cedar River Interceptor in the Renton Segment

The approximate locations of these crossings and parallels are shown on the attached map. In

addition, WTD may have permanent easements or similar property rights for these conveyance
facilities.

WTD also has a capital project currently in design that parallels the Bellevue South Willow 1
and 2 alignments. This project, the Coal Creek Siphon and Trunk Parallel is currently in

alternatives analysis with predesign scheduled to begin in the third quarter of 2017 and
construction expected in go from late 2021 through 2024.

WTD is requesting that PSE and the City ofBellevue consider the potential impacts of the
proposed project on these and other wastewater facilities when identifying and analyzing the

impacts of project alternatives. WTD would need to be assured the right to maintain and repair

our facilities, and, in the event that a sewer line must be relocated, new permanent easements

will need to be provided. Impact analysis for the DEIS should be more specific regarding
potential impacts to wastewater facilities.
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Heidi Bedwell
June 20, 2017
Page 3

WTD is also requesting that PSE and the City ofBellevue submit design drawings and other
project information for review as design development continues so that King County staff can

more directly assess the project's impacts.

WTD has Record Drawings available for all of our facilities in the Energize Eastside route

options. Requests for WTD Record Drawings, further design information of the Coal Creek

Siphon and Trunk Parallel, or further PSE Energize Eastside design level development
information should be sent to:

Mark Lampard, P.E.,

Local Public Agency Coordinator
King County Wastewater Treatment Division
201 South Jackson Street, KSC-NR-0503

Seattle, WA 98104-3855
(206) 477-5414
mark. lampard(%kingcounty. gov

Detailed comments from Parks:

The Energize Eastside Bypass Option 1 and 2 within the Bellevue Central Segment intersect
with the ERC between approximately the Lake Hills Connector and NE 1st Street. Depending

on the pole alignment, there could be impacts to the planned alignment of the trail and related

stmctures and features inherent in the fully constructed profile such as retaining walls,

footings, drainage, soft surface shoulders, fencing, lighting, connector pathways, landscaping
and other trail furnishings.

The full profile width for the developed trail will typically be between 20-24 feet at the surface.
The ERC Master Plan and EIS established a trail planning envelope through the section
indicated for Bypass Options 1 and 2 that is 30 feet wide, predominantly centered on the
existing railbed centerline. The 30 foot width for planning allows necessary flexibility for the
exact lateral alignment of the trail to be determined during the design phase based on physical
constraints or the need to minimize impacts or costs. Subsurface improvements such as

drainage, other utilities and structural footings may extend beyond the width of the surface

profile.

The ERC right-of-way width is constrained to approximately 75 feet at the southern portion of

PSE's identified bypass route near the Lake Hills Connector. The ERC widens to 100 feet of
available right-of-way north of that point, however the corridor is on steeply sloping and

heavily vegetated topography through the entire section with significant underground utilities
on the outer edges such as WTD's Eastside Interceptor, fiber optic and other utilities. These
and other physical structures in the corridor including WTD's Medina Force Main Odor
Control facility on the north side of SE 1st Street contributed to the selection of the preferred

trail alignment to avoid these features and constraints.
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June 20, 2017
Page 4

Parks would also like to make PSE aware of potential constraints to pole placement where the

identified bypass routes continue through the SE 1 Street crossing before heading east out of
the ERC. Where the planned trail alignment is approaching the crossing of SE 1st Street from

the south, it must curve out toward the eastern property boundary in order to approach the

skewed roadway crossing at a ninety-degree angle. On the north side of the crossing the trail

curves toward the western property boundary before coming back into alignment on the
centerline. Sheet 64 of the attached Master Plan Volume 2 plan set shows this layout, which

would preclude pole placement on the outer edges of the corridor where the trail is aligned for

this crossing. Pole placement must also avoid blocking sight lines at this or other roadway

crossings.

Parks has initiated the design phase for the Wilburton Segment of the ERC Trail, which
includes the area identified for PSE's Bypass Options 1 and 2. The design of the trail in this
area will take place between now and early 2019. This area will be included in the first section

of the ERC Trail scheduled for construction from mid-2019 through 2020. This highly
anticipated first segment of the trail includes opening the portion of the trail across the nearby

Wilburton Trestle to the public by the end of 2020. This segment of the trail is expected to host
a high volume of trail users for recreation and nonmotorized transportation, with an estimated

average peak volume of 3,000-4,000 bicycle trips per day. Parks is considering a policy change
that could make trails such as the ERC open 24 hours per day. IfPSE were to select the

alignment within the ERC as identified in its bypass route options, an operational agreement

with Parks would be necessary to stipulate the terms of access, maintenance, protection of trail,
and protocols for any operational activities that could impact trail users.

Parks is requesting that PSE and the City ofBellevue consider the potential impacts of the

proposed project on the ERC Trail in terms of physical alignment, potential conflicts, aesthetic
impacts, operational impacts, and impacts to the natural environment within the ERC when

identifying and analyzing the impacts of project alternatives. Parks is also requesting that PSE
and the City ofBellevue submit design drawings and other project information for review as

design development continues so that King County staff can assess the project's impacts.

Parks has AutoCAD drawings of the planned trail alignment, corridor topography, surveyed

property boundaries and centerline, as well as electronic GIS data layers featuring numerous
features of the natural and built environment in and around the ERC. These files are available

for use by PSE in evaluating the Energize Eastside route options. Parks also completed

numerous planning level studies of the corridor including studies of the ecosystems, historic

and cultural resources, geologic conditions, roadway crossings, and corridor right-of-way
constraints. Requests for these files, design information for the ERC Trail Wllburton Segment,

or further PSE Energize Eastside design level development information that impacts the ERC
should be sent to:

DSD 003090



Heidi Bedwell
June 20, 2017
Page 5

Erica Jacobs

Project Manager, Eastside Rail Corridor Regional Trail
King County Parks and Recreation Division
201 South Jackson Street, KSC-NR-0700

Seattle, WA 98104-3855
(206) 477-5539
erica.i acobs(S),kingcounty. gov

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments regarding this project. Please feel free to

contact David St. John, Department of Natural Resources and Parks, Environmental Affairs
Officer, at (206) 477-4517 or david.st.iohn(%kingcounty.gov, or Mark Lampard and Erica

Jacobs as noted above, if you have any questions about the information provided in this letter

or related matters.

Sincerely,

Director

Enclosures

ec: Mark Isaacson, Division Director, Wastewater Treatment Division, Department of
Natural Resources & Parks (DNRP)

Kevin Brown, Division Director, Parks and Recreation Division, DNRP

DSD 003091



29

Pittman, Reilly

From: Chung, Lawrence <lachung@kingcounty.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, July 18, 2023 5:03 PM

To: Pittman, Reilly

Cc: Greene, John

Subject: KC Comment re: Bellevue - Energize Eastside Bellevue North Segment - 21-104991 LB and 

21-104989 LO

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

 

Hello Reilly, 

 

King County Metro Transit (Metro) has received the re-notice of application and notice of public meeting for “Project 

Energize Eastside Bellevue North Segment - 21-104991 LB and 21-104989 LO.” Please see Metro’s comment below and 

let me know if you have any questions. Thank you. 

 

Comment #1: 

Please have PSE reach out to Metro’s System Impact Construction Information Coordinators before blocking any Right of 

Way that will impact Metro Bus service. Below is a copy of our web page: 

Transit System Impacts - About Metro - King County Metro - King County 

 

Best Regards, 

 

Lawrence Chung 

Environmental Planner II 

Transit Real Estate & Environmental (TREE) 

Metro Transit Department, Capital Division 

 

201 South Jackson St., MS KSC-TR-0431 

Seattle, WA  98104-3856 

(206) 263-5504 

lachung@kingcounty.gov 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: Richard Lauckhart <lauckjr@hotmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 18, 2023 7:38 PM

To: Pittman, Reilly; Stead, Elizabeth

Cc: Norm Hansen; Robinson, Lynne; Nieuwenhuis, Jared; Barksdale, Jeremy; Lee, Conrad; Robertson, 

Jennifer S.; Stokes, John; Zahn, Janice; bradley.strauch@pse.com; Donovan, Jackie

Subject: PSE permit application for Energize Eastside ... comments by Richard Lauckhart

Attachments: Lauckhart preliminary comments V4.pdf

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

 

Mr. Pittman and Ms. Stead- 

 

I spoke and otherwise participated via internet in the Public Meeting tonight regarding the PSE permit 

application for Energize Eastside. 

 

I heard nearly every public commenter pointing out that the PSE studies to justify the need for Energize 

Eastside are 10 years old and very much in need of restudy.   Commenters believe that if the studies are 

redone, then it will be found that Energize Eastside is not needed. 

 

The comments I sent to Mr. Pittman and others below include a PDF Document explaining that the studies 

need to be redone to reflect much new information.  My suggestion to date has been for the City to deny the 

permit so the matter of need can be studied by EFSEC.   Clearly, EFSEC would use updated information. 

 

If the City of Bellevue does not want to turn this over to EFSEC, then the City of Bellevue needs to somehow 

have the studies redone by some independent party who will take into account the many matters that others 

and I have already provided on what needs to be fixed in the studies. 

 

 It also would be very helpful if the City of Bellevue posted all the comments on this matter on a city 

website.  That is what was done in the South Bellevue proceeding and in Newcastle.  Why not do that 

here?  Using the Public Record Act request process is really not an acceptable process. 

 

Please add these comments to your records on this matter. 

 

Richard Lauckhart 

Consultant for CENSE and past VP of Power Planning at Puget 

44475 Clubhouse Drive 

El Macero, CA 95618 

lauckjr@hotmail.com 

916-769-6704 

 

From: Richard Lauckhart 

Sent: Wednesday, July 5, 2023 1:29 PM 

To: RPittman@bellevuewa.gov <RPittman@bellevuewa.gov> 
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Cc: Norm Hansen <hansennp@aol.com>; lrobinson@bellevuewa.gov <lrobinson@bellevuewa.gov>; 

jnieuwenhuis@bellevuewa.gov <jnieuwenhuis@bellevuewa.gov>; jbarksdale@bellevuewa.gov 

<jbarksdale@bellevuewa.gov>; clee@bellevuewa.gov <clee@bellevuewa.gov>; j.robertson@bellevuewa.gov 

<j.robertson@bellevuewa.gov>; jstokes@bellevuewa.gov <jstokes@bellevuewa.gov>; jzahn@bellevuewa.gov 

<jzahn@bellevuewa.gov>; bradley.strauch@pse.com <bradley.strauch@pse.com>; jdonovan@bellevuewa.gov 

<jdonovan@bellevuewa.gov> 

Subject: Preliminary comments on PSE permit application for Energize Eastside made on behalf of CENSE by Richard 

Lauckhart  

Dear Mr. Pittman- 

Attached are preliminary comments I am making on behalf of CENSE on PSE's application for a permit for 

Energize Eastside.  The File Numbers are:  21-104991 LB and 21-104989 LO  

Richard Lauckhart 

Consultant for CENSE and past VP of Puget 

44475 Clubhouse Drive 

El Macero, CA  95618 

916-769-6704 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: Loretta Lopez <ljlopezmsl@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, July 17, 2023 2:36 PM

To: Stead, Elizabeth

Cc: Pittman, Reilly; Pat McGiffert; Linda Treece; Barbara Hughes; William Barnes; NORMAN HANSEN; 

Pam Johnston; whalvrsn1@frontier.com

Subject: City/Public Meeting/PSE July 18

Attachments: ~WRD0000.jpg

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

Elizabeth, 

I couldn't see all of your emails  on my phone. Norm said you had responded so I checked my lap top. 

Thank you. 

Loretta 

On Mon, Jul 17, 2023, 1:59 PM Stead, Elizabeth <estead@bellevuewa.gov> wrote: 

Loretta, there was no attachment.  All answers were embedded in with your email below as noted in my first 

communication.  My responses are in blue.  Thank you, Liz 

From: Loretta Lopez <ljlopezmsl@gmail.com>  

Sent: Friday, July 14, 2023 2:42 PM 

To: Stead, Elizabeth <estead@bellevuewa.gov> 

Cc: Pittman, Reilly <RPittman@bellevuewa.gov>; Pat McGiffert <pmcgiffert@aol.com>; Linda Treece 

<LJTreece@comcast.net>; Barbara Hughes <barbara_hughes@hotmail.com>; William Barnes 

<williambarnesconsulting@gmail.com>; NORMAN HANSEN <hansennp@aol.com>; Pam Johnston <pamjjo@msn.com>; 

whalvrsn1@frontier.com 

Subject: City/Public Meeting/PSE July 18 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

Elizabeth, 

Did you intend to send an attachment with responses? I don't see an attachment. 
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What is the purpose of the meeting on July 18? The notice does not set forth the purpose of the meeting. 

Loretta 

Loretta 

On Fri, Jul 14, 2023, 10:14 AM Stead, Elizabeth <estead@bellevuewa.gov> wrote: 

Loretta, 

Please see responses below, and please note that it is the Department’s position that the City has complied with the 

procedural requirements in chapter 20.35 LUC and LUC 20.20.255 in connection with PSE’s permit applications for the 

North Segment of the Energize Eastside project. Consistent with our standard practice, any further responses and 

analysis regarding the adequacy of the public meeting or noticing for said meeting will be provided in the Staff Report 

and in connection with the Department’s recommendation to the Hearing Examiner. If, after reviewing the Staff 

Report, you still have complaints regarding the City’s land use process, then I would encourage you to provide your 

testimony to the Hearing Examiner during the public hearing on PSE’s application.     

Thank-you, 

Liz Stead, LEED AP (she/her) 

Land Use Director  

Development Services Department  

City of Bellevue  

425.452.2725, estead@bellevuewa.gov 

How are we doing? 

*New!* Visit our Virtual Permit Center to schedule a one-on-one virtual appointment with 

review staff for general permitting questions. 
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From: Loretta Lopez <ljlopezmsl@gmail.com>  

Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2023 10:16 AM 

To: Stead, Elizabeth <estead@bellevuewa.gov> 

Cc: Pittman, Reilly <RPittman@bellevuewa.gov>; Pat McGiffert <pmcgiffert@aol.com>; Linda Treece 

<LJTreece@comcast.net>; Barbara Hughes <barbara_hughes@hotmail.com>; William Barnes 

<williambarnesconsulting@gmail.com>; NORMAN HANSEN <hansennp@aol.com>; Pam Johnston 

<pamjjo@msn.com>; whalvrsn1@frontier.com 

Subject: Re: City/Public Meeting/PSE July 18 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

Elizabeth, 

Have you responded to my questions? I don't see a response but perhaps you sent a response. 

Would you please acknowledge that you received my message. 

If you cannot answer my questions, then let me know to whom to send my questions. The meeting is next Tuesday so 

we need a response.  

Loretta 

Loretta 
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On Fri, Jul 7, 2023 at 1:04 PM Loretta Lopez <ljlopezmsl@gmail.com> wrote: 

Elizabeth, 

  

I received the notice of the public meeting on July 18 at 6:00 pm at City Hall.  The notice is confusing.  

  

The statement on the notice refers to Reasons for Re-notice and refers to eliminating the quasi-judicial process and 

the EBCC. Then there is basic reference to Land Use Process I and II. There is also a statement about the Critical Areas 

Land Use Permit as a Process II decision.  

  

As explained in the published notice, PSE’s CUP is a Process I land use decision, and the critical areas land use permit 

is a Process II land use decision. I do not believe the notice is either ambiguous or confusing.  

  

Is the purpose of the meeting for residents to comment on the replacement of 115Kv lines with 230 Kv lines? If so, 

the notice is not sufficient. 

  

The notice states that this is  a re-notice and that the July 18 meeting is the second public meeting. There is no 

reference to the first public meeting, the date and the purpose of the first public meeting.Since the EBCC no longer 

exists and the quasi judicial appeal to the City Council no longer exists, then the July 18 meeting is not the 2nd 

meeting but the first meeting. What is the basis for the City's position that the July 18 meeting is the second public 

meeting? 

  

The July 18, 2023 meeting is the 2nd meeting on PSE’s CUP application. I believe you attended the first meeting, which 

was held on June 1, 2021. Consistent with the requirements in the Land Use Code, the City scheduled the first public 

meeting as early in the land use process as possible and published notice of the meeting in the May 13, 2021 Notice 

of Application. Consistent with the Land Use Code, the City is holding this second public meeting prior to the public 

hearing required by LUC 20.35.127.   

  

1.       The City should re-schedule the meeting for the Fall when more residents will be available to attend.  I have 

reminded the City on more than one occasion to not schedule the meeting in the middle of the summer holiday.  I 

have previously responded to this concern, see email dated 6/30. 

  

DSD 003102



28

2. If the purpose of the July 18 public meeting is to gather comments about PSE's proposal to replace the 115Kv lines

on wooden poles with 230Kv line on ___ foot metal poles then the City should correct the notice and make the 

purpose of the meeting clear. The current notice does not communicate the purpose of the meeting.  Please see the 

“Description” section of the notice.  The project is adequately described in the description and clearly defines the 

context for the project.  The meeting itself is noticed as a “Public Meeting”.  This is consistent with the Land Use Code 

requirement at LUC 20.20.250.C.1.b to “Hold an informational public meeting prior to the public hearing required by 

LUC 20.35.137……”.  The notice in no way deviates from that code requirement.  We take public comment during 

these types of meetings, and we provide information about the project and the process.  All of those things will take 

place during the meeting. As you already know (or should already know, given the content of the published notice 

and your past participation in the land use process), the informational public meetings required by LUC 20.35.127 

and LUC 20.20.250.C.1.b are not public hearings.   

Loretta 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: Pittman, Reilly

Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2023 11:24 AM

To: Arash Nasibi

Cc: Nanneh Chehras

Subject: RE: Energize Eastside Notice

Hi Arash, 

Thank your for sending me your questions which are probably best answered by PSE since this is an issue specific to the 

project plan.  I will forward your email to the PSE contacts for follow up.   

In addition, there will be representatives from PSE at the public meeting at City Hall next week on 7/18 at 6pm.  They 

will have some project level information and may be able to assist you at this meeting. 

Please let me know if you need anything further or have any questions about the review process. 

Reilly Pittman 
Environmental Planning Manager 

Development Services Department 

425-452-4350 

rpittman@bellevuewa.gov  

Pronouns: He/Him/His 

*New!* Visit our Virtual Permit Center to schedule a one-on-one virtual appointment with review 

staff for general permitting questions. 

From: Arash Nasibi <arash.nasibi@gmail.com>  

Sent: Sunday, July 2, 2023 3:40 PM 

To: Pittman, Reilly <RPittman@bellevuewa.gov> 

Cc: Nanneh Chehras <nannehchehras@gmail.com> 

Subject: Energize Eastside Notice 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

Hello Reilly, 

My wife (Nanneh, cc'd) and I are residents on 138th AVE SE in Bellevue. I recently received the attached notice about a 

public meeting regarding the Energize Eastside project. Our backyard has power lines running above it that are part of 

this project. 

We are not opposed to the project as I know many homeowners are; however, there is one specific tree in our backyard 

that has been marked for elimination (amongst many) that we would like to contest. Based on the positioning of the 

new power poles and lines, we don't believe that this tree would ever cause any issues with respect to the power lines. 

On the other hand, it adds significant character to our backyard and the neighborhood. All the other trees that have 

been marked for elimination in our yard we can understand why they need to go based on their proximity to the new 

lines.  
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Who would be the best person to discuss this matter with? Is this an issue to take up with the City, PSE, or both?  

 

Thanks in advance for your time and assistance. 

 

Regards, 

 

Arash Nasibi 

 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 

From: Arash Nasibi <arash.nasibi@gmail.com> 

Date: Sun, Jul 2, 2023 at 3:30 PM 

Subject: bellevue 

To: Arash Nasibi <arash.nasibi@gmail.com> 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: Stead, Elizabeth

Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2023 8:42 AM

To: NORMAN HANSEN

Cc: cense-board@googlegroups.com; Bridle Trails Community Club Board and Advisors; Council; 

Pittman, Reilly; williambarnesconsulting@gmail.com; pmcgiffert@aol.com

Subject: RE: ENERGIZE EASTSIDE, City of Bellevue Re-Notice of Application and Notice of Public Meeting 

6-29-23

Norm, please see responses embedded in your email below. Hope this helps, Liz 

 

From: NORMAN HANSEN <hansennp@aol.com>  

Sent: Monday, July 10, 2023 2:21 PM 

To: Stead, Elizabeth <estead@bellevuewa.gov> 

Cc: cense-board@googlegroups.com; Bridle Trails Community Club Board and Advisors 

<btccadvisors@googlegroups.com>; Council <Council@bellevuewa.gov>; Pittman, Reilly <RPittman@bellevuewa.gov>; 

williambarnesconsulting@gmail.com; pmcgiffert@aol.com 

Subject: ENERGIZE EASTSIDE, City of Bellevue Re-Notice of Application and Notice of Public Meeting 6-29-23 

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

 

To: Elizabeth Stead, Land Use Director,  

 

We have several questions regarding the public meeting: 

 

1/ What is the purpose of the meeting? Bellevue Land Use Code, 20.20.255.C.1.b requires the city hold two 

informational meetings for applications for electrical utility facilities.  One is required for the Conditional Use Permit 

application type, and one additional per the electrical utilities facilities code requirements.  As the notice indicates this is 

the second required public meeting.  

2/ Are verbal comments from the public recorded in the permit file? Notes are taken by the planners and verbal 

comments will be noted in aggregate and responded to in the city’s recommendation to the Hearing Examiner.  Making 

a verbal comment does not give any member of the public standing as a Party of Record, only substantive written 

comments confer that standing.   

3/ What can be addressed in the addendum to th EIS and what is the expected timing? We can provide some further 

comment at the public meeting.  

4/How do we request an update due to technical advances and and other alternatives that are now feasible? Any 

requests for further review should be made in writing to the land use planner for the project Reilly Pittman.   

 

Thank you for your timely response, 

Norm Hansen, CENSE (Coalition of Eastside Neighborhoods for Sensible Energy), President 

Sent from the all new AOL app for Android 

 

On Thu, Jun 29, 2023 at 1:15 PM, noreply_WPB 
<noreply_WPB@bellevuewa.gov> wrote: 
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You are a party of record to a notice published in the Weekly Permit Bulletin on June 29, 2023. Following is that 

notice. If you have any questions, please contact Jackie Donovan. 

RE-NOTICE OF APPLICATION AND NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 

Project Name:  Energize Eastside Bellevue North Segment 

Location:  Within PSE’s existing transmission line corridor north of the Lakeside Substation (13615 SE 26th 
St) to the northern city limits (5755 140th Ave NE). 

Neighborhood Area:  Richards Valley, Southeast Bellevue, Wilburton/NE 8th St., Bel-Red and Bridle Trails 

File Number:  21-104991 LB and 21-104989 LO 

Reason for Re-notice:  On August 1, 2022, the Bellevue City Council adopted Ordinance 6673, which 
eliminated quasi-judicial appeals to the City Council from Hearing Examiner decisions and recommendations in 
Process I and Process III land use matters. As a result of Ordinance 6673 and corresponding changes to state 
law that ended the existence of the East Bellevue Community Council (EBCC), this Conditional Use Permit 
application (LB) is now a Process I land use decision that no longer requires City Council or EBCC review and 
approval. This Process I review requires a recommendation from the Director of Development Services to the 
City’s Hearing Examiner who will hold a public hearing on the application prior to issuing the City land use 
decision. The Critical Areas Land Use Permit remains a Process II decision, which is issued by the Director of 
Development Services and appealable to the City’s Hearing Examiner. 

Description:  Conditional Use and Critical Areas permits for the North Bellevue Segment of the Energize 
Eastside project.  Puget Sound Energy, Inc. (PSE) project includes a new substation in Bellevue (“Richards 
Creek substation”) and the upgrade of 18 miles of two existing 115 kV transmission lines with 230 kV lines 
(collectively referred to as the “Energize Eastside”) from Renton to Redmond. In Bellevue, PSE is proposing to 
apply for permits to construct the project in two phases. The first phase (“South Bellevue Segment”) included 
upgrading 3.3 miles (Bellevue Portion) of existing 115 kV lines with 230 kV lines between the Lakeside 
substation and the southern city limits of Bellevue and land use permits have been approved. The subject 
proposal for the North Bellevue Segment includes the replacement and upgrading of approximately 5.2 miles 
of existing 115 kV transmission lines with 230 kV lines north of the Lakeside substation to the northern city 
limits of Bellevue. This upgrade includes replacing existing wooden H-frame poles with steel monopoles in the 
existing transmission line corridor. Critical Areas (Steep Slopes, Wetlands, Streams and Habitat of Species of 
Local Importance) are located within the transmission line corridor. 

Approvals Required:  Conditional Use Permit approval, Critical Areas Land Use Permit approval and ancillary 
permits and approvals 

SEPA:  A Final Environmental Impact Statement (Final EIS) for the Project was prepared and released in 
March 2018 (File # 15-139122 LE). For more information about the Final EIS, 
see:  http://www.energizeeastsideeis.org. An addendum to the EIS is to be prepared, pursuant to WAC 197-11-
706, to reflect changes to the Wetland Rating System for Western Washington that revised wetland buffer and 
to capture other changes that have occurred since the EIS was issued in 2018. 

Minimum Comment Period Ends:  Public comments are accepted until the City issues a decision and 
recommendation on the land use applications. 

Public Meeting:  The second required public meeting will be held at Bellevue City Hall on July 18, 2023 at 
6pm in room 1E-112. The meeting can also be attended virtually via Microsoft Teams per below. 

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device:  Click here to join the meeting 
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Meeting ID:  235 513 156 917  Passcode:  NsmpoR 

Dial In (audio only):  206-452-7011  Phone ID:  873 551 094# 

Date of Application:  March 11, 2021 

Completeness Date:  April 8, 2021 

Notice of Application Date:  May 13, 2021 

Applicant Contact:  Bradley Strauch, Puget Sound Energy, bradley.strauch@pse.com 

City Planner Contact:  Reilly Pittman, 425-452-4350, RPittman@bellevuewa.gov 

Charolett Henderson 

Administrative Assistant 

Development Services, City of Bellevue 

chenderson@BellevueWa.Gov| 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: EBCC

Sent: Thursday, August 26, 2021 2:20 PM

To: Hummer, Betsi; Kasner, Steve; Gooding, Ross; Dhananjaya, Hassan; Epstein, Ron

Cc: Pittman, Reilly

Subject: FW: Response to heat dome power outages

Attachments: PSE 2021 Heat Wave Fact Sheet.pdf

Chair Hummer and EBCC members, 

 

I am forwarding written communication from David Hoffman regarding PSE’s Energize Eastside project. As this is a quasi-

judicial matter that will come before the EBCC, this email has also been forwarded to Reilly Pittman for inclusion in the 

project file as a public comment. It is important that you do not respond to Mr. Hoffman or have any communication 

with either PSE or project opponents while this matter is pending in order to avoid violating the appearance of fairness 

doctrine. Please contact Chad Barnes if you have any questions. 

 

Karin 

 

Karin Roberts, CMC | Deputy City Clerk 

City of Bellevue | www.bellevuewa.gov | P: 425.452.6806 

 

From: Hoffman, David <David.Hoffman@pse.com>  

Sent: Wednesday, August 25, 2021 4:12 PM 

To: EBCC <EBCC@bellevuewa.gov> 

Subject: FW: Response to heat dome power outages 

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

 

FYI. 

David Hoffman 

Local Government Affairs & Public Policy Manager 
PUGET SOUND ENERGY 
Office 425.456.2522 
Cell 206.605.3836 
http://pse.com  

 
Learn about our commitment to clean energy at pse.com/TOGETHER 

 

 

From: Hoffman, David  

Sent: Wednesday, August 25, 2021 4:11 PM 

To: 'Don Marsh' <don.m.marsh@hotmail.com> 

Subject: RE: Response to heat dome power outages 
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Mr. Marsh, 

Please find the attached document that explains the impacts of the late-June 2021 heat dome event on PSE’s system.  

Sincerely, 

David Hoffman 

Local Government Affairs & Public Policy Manager 
PUGET SOUND ENERGY 
Office 425.456.2522 
Cell 206.605.3836 
http://pse.com  

 
Learn about our commitment to clean energy at pse.com/TOGETHER 

 

 

From: Don Marsh <don.m.marsh@hotmail.com>  

Sent: Monday, August 09, 2021 12:15 PM 

To: Hoffman, David <David.Hoffman@pse.com>; Swayne, Andy <andy.swayne@pse.com> 

Cc: 'council@bellevuewa.gov' <council@bellevuewa.gov>; 'citycouncil@newcastlewa.gov' 

<citycouncil@newcastlewa.gov>; EBCC <EBCC@bellevuewa.gov>; washington-clean-energy-coalition-pse-

efforts@googlegroups.com 

Subject: RE: Response to heat dome power outages 

 

CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL 

Phishing? Click the PhishAlarm "Report Phish" button. 

For mobile - forward to abuse@pse.com 

Dear Mr. Hoffman, 

We understand that PSE has a lot on its plate. Not only is the company required to switch approximately 2/3 of its 

electric generation away from fossil fuels to clean renewable sources on a relatively short timeline, but Washington’s 

Clean Energy Transformation Act requires the company to do so in a way that equitably shares the costs and benefits 

among all income groups and communities. 

At the same time, PSE must improve the reliability of our electricity, especially during extreme temperature events like 

the Pacific Northwest “heat dome” and Texas deep freeze, both of which caused hundreds of deaths. Loss of electricity 

during extreme weather isn’t just an inconvenience for many people. It could be a direct contributor to their demise. 

On July 31, we asked PSE to provide an accounting of equipment failure types that caused widespread outages for more 

than 10,000 customers during the heat dome event on June 26-28 (see email below). You replied that PSE is preparing 

“information on system-wide operations during the heat dome.”  

We ask: 

• By what date will this information be published? 

• Will it include an accounting of failure types that we asked for on July 31? 

I am the Eastside’s representative on Sierra Club’s Washington State Energy Committee (representing approximately 

50,000 Sierra Club members within PSE’s service territory). I also lead the Washington Clean Energy Coalition, comprised 
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of many environmental organizations that participate in PSE’s Integrated Resource Plans and PSE’s 2022 Clean Energy 

Implementation Plan. These organizations need the requested information to adequately serve the interests of our 

various constituents as we participate in the development of the Clean Energy Implementation Plan. I have copied local 

city councils so that they may also be informed and represent their constituents. 

I am in regular contact with the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission as well as state legislators. Your 

answers to these questions may be of interest to these bodies as well. Please consider your response with this wider 

audience in mind. 

Respectfully, 

Don Marsh 

Eastside rep, Sierra Club Washington State Energy Committee 

Lead, Washington Clean Energy Coalition 

Stakeholder, PSE 2017 Integrated Resource Plan Advisory Group 

Advisor, PSE 2019 Integrated Resource Plan Technical Advisory Group 

Primary Stakeholder, PSE 2021 Integrated Resource Plan Advisory Group 

Stakeholder, PSE 2022 Clean Energy Implementation Plan 

Representative, PSE 2022 General Rate Case 

President and Co-founder, Coalition of Eastside Neighborhoods for Sensible Energy 

From: Don Marsh  

Sent: Saturday, July 31, 2021 7:36 AM 

To: Hoffman, David <David.Hoffman@pse.com>; 'andy.swayne@pse.com' <andy.swayne@pse.com> 

Cc: 'council@bellevuewa.gov' <council@bellevuewa.gov>; 'citycouncil@newcastlewa.gov' 

<citycouncil@newcastlewa.gov>; washington-clean-energy-coalition-pse-efforts@googlegroups.com 

Subject: Response to heat dome power outages 

To: David Hoffman, PSE Local Government Affairs and Public Policy Manager 

Andy Swayne, PSE Senior Municipal Liaison Manager 

Re: Response to heat dome power outages 

Dear Mr. Hoffman and Mr. Swayne, 

The “heat dome” event that hit the Pacific Northwest on June 26-28 caused hundreds of power outages that impacted 

thousands of PSE customers. As you know, loss of electric service when temperatures exceed 100 degrees can be 

uncomfortable and costly for our citizens. In some cases, it can be life threatening. 
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As we collectively strive to electrify our buildings, transportation, and commerce to reduce our reliance on climate-

changing fossil fuels, the reliability of our electric service will become ever more important for the safety of our citizens 

and the health of our economy. 

It is important for the public and our elected leaders to understand what PSE is doing to harden our electric grid against 

the growing probability of future heat waves and other extreme weather events. Please share PSE’s high-level vision of 

what the company plans to do during the next five years to prepare our communities for future weather emergencies. 

It is helpful for us to understand the existing vulnerabilities of our electric grid. The following table lists possible causes 

of outages that occurred during the June 26-28 period in Bellevue, Newcastle, and throughout PSE’s service territory. 

Please supply the numbers of incidents for each type of failure and send it back to the CC’d recipients, including the 

Bellevue and Newcastle city councils. 

 

Failure type 
Incidents in 

Bellevue 

Incidents in 

Newcastle 

Total 

incidents 
Neighborhood 

transformer 
- - - 
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Substation 

transformer 
- - - 

Regional 

transformer 
- - - 

Distribution line 

(tree-related) 
- - - 

Distribution line 

(not tree-related) 
- - - 

Distribution line 

(underground) 
- - - 

Transmission line 
- - - 

Other substation 

component 
- - - 

Other equipment 

on customer’s 

property 

- - - 

Other failures 
- - - 

 

If our information request cannot be fulfilled before August 6, please provide an estimated date for when this 

information can be shared. 

Thank you for helping us understand PSE’s role in preparing for changing climate conditions in our region. 

Sincerely, 

Don Marsh 

Sierra Club Washington State Energy Committee 

Lead, Washington Clean Energy Coalition 

Stakeholder, PSE IRP and CEIP Advisory Groups 

CC: 

Bellevue City Council 

Newcastle City Council 

Washington Clean Energy Coalition 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: Arash Nasibi <arash.nasibi@gmail.com>

Sent: Sunday, July 2, 2023 3:40 PM

To: Pittman, Reilly

Cc: Nanneh Chehras

Subject: Energize Eastside Notice

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

 

Hello Reilly,  

 

My wife (Nanneh, cc'd) and I are residents on 138th AVE SE in Bellevue. I recently received the attached notice about a 

public meeting regarding the Energize Eastside project. Our backyard has power lines running above it that are part of 

this project. 

 

We are not opposed to the project as I know many homeowners are; however, there is one specific tree in our backyard 

that has been marked for elimination (amongst many) that we would like to contest. Based on the positioning of the 

new power poles and lines, we don't believe that this tree would ever cause any issues with respect to the power lines. 

On the other hand, it adds significant character to our backyard and the neighborhood. All the other trees that have 

been marked for elimination in our yard we can understand why they need to go based on their proximity to the new 

lines.  

 

Who would be the best person to discuss this matter with? Is this an issue to take up with the City, PSE, or both?  

 

Thanks in advance for your time and assistance. 

 

Regards, 

 

Arash Nasibi 

 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 

From: Arash Nasibi <arash.nasibi@gmail.com> 

Date: Sun, Jul 2, 2023 at 3:30 PM 

Subject: bellevue 

To: Arash Nasibi <arash.nasibi@gmail.com> 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: Pittman, Reilly

Sent: Friday, August 13, 2021 9:55 AM

To: Loretta Lopez

Cc: Stead, Elizabeth; Warren Halvorsen; hansennp@aol.com; Karen Esayian

Subject: RE: Staff report/Meeting/Hearing/PSE project

Hi Loretta, 

The project is still under review and there is no date set for when a staff report might be issued. There is also no hearing 

date set and a hearing will not be occurring in October or November. The 2nd public meeting will also occur before any 

staff report is issued. The meeting and the eventual staff report will both be noticed in the City’s permit bulletin and on 

the website for the Energize Eastside project. Notice of the hearing will also be mailed to all parties of record. 

Reilly Pittman 
Acting Environmental Planning Manager 

Development Services Department 

425-452-4350 

rpittman@bellevuewa.gov  

Pronouns: He/Him/His 

*New!* Visit our Virtual Permit Center to schedule a one-on-one virtual appointment with review 

staff for general permitting questions. 

From: Loretta Lopez <llopez@mstarlabs.com>  

Sent: Thursday, August 12, 2021 8:17 AM 

To: Pittman, Reilly <RPittman@bellevuewa.gov> 

Cc: Stead, Elizabeth <estead@bellevuewa.gov>; Warren Halvorsen <whalvrsn1@frontier.com>; hansennp@aol.com; 

Karen Esayian <kesayian@aol.com> 

Subject: Staff report/Meeting/Hearing/PSE project 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

Hi Reilly, 

I am checking on the timeline on the PSE transmission line project. 

Does the City have an estimated completion date for the staff report? 

Liz said that the City would organize a meeting on the North Segment. What is the estimated date of the meeting? 

Many of are planning our fall schedules and trips. We want to plan around the hearing. Does the City plan to have the 

hearing on the project in October or November? Or will the hearing be in 2022? 

Thank you. 

Loretta 
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Bridle Trails 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: EBCC

Sent: Tuesday, August 10, 2021 8:52 AM

To: Hummer, Betsi; Kasner, Steve; Gooding, Ross; Dhananjaya, Hassan; Epstein, Ron

Cc: Pittman, Reilly

Subject: FW: Response to heat dome power outages

Chair Hummer and EBCC members, 

I am forwarding written communication from Don Marsh regarding PSE’s Energize Eastside project. As this is a quasi-

judicial matter that will come before the EBCC, this email has also been forwarded to Reilly Pittman for inclusion in the 

project file as a public comment. It is important that you do not respond to Mr. Marsh or have any communication with 

either PSE or project opponents while this matter is pending in order to avoid violating the appearance of fairness 

doctrine. Please contact Chad Barnes if you have any questions. 

Karin 

Karin Roberts, CMC | Deputy City Clerk 

City of Bellevue | www.bellevuewa.gov | P: 425.452.6806 

From: Don Marsh <don.m.marsh@hotmail.com>  

Sent: Friday, August 06, 2021 4:57 PM 

To: Hoffman, David <David.Hoffman@pse.com> 

Cc: Council <Council@bellevuewa.gov>; EBCC <EBCC@bellevuewa.gov>; citycouncil@newcastlewa.gov; 

robw@newcastlewa.gov 

Subject: RE: Response to heat dome power outages 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

Mr. Hoffman, 

Thank you for your timely response to my inquiry. However, it is important to correct several misstatements: 

1. Your email repeats PSE’s earlier claim that I am “an adverse litigant in an active proceeding on this project.”

Although CENSE has been a litigant in the past, there is no such litigation occurring at this time. There are at

least two land use proceedings in Newcastle and Bellevue that are currently in a public comment phase. In

order to make informed comments, we are seeking data regarding the most stressful peak demand events that

PSE has experienced in recent years. Whether or not these requests are relevant to the case for Energize

Eastside, PSE’s categorical refusal to answer any questions based on who is inquiring is concerning and possibly

of questionable legality.

2. We look forward to hearing more about the “operational challenges that occurred during the 2021 heat event.”

Please include in your descriptions any undue stress that was placed on the transmission lines and transformers

that you propose to upgrade through Energize Eastside.

3. The earlier email claims that you have produced “hundreds of responses to [my] requests for information.” My

email records show 15 responses to my two email addresses (don.m.marsh@hotmail.com and
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donmarsh@cense.org) since 2014. There were some additional responses that were automated replies. Your 

claim of “hundreds of responses” is not accurate. 

 

We are curious to know if PSE will refuse any more information requests from citizens who have a stake in the outcome 

of this project. Please clarify. 

 

Don Marsh 

 

 

From: Hoffman, David <David.Hoffman@pse.com>  

Sent: Friday, August 06, 2021 4:13 PM 

To: Don Marsh <don.m.marsh@hotmail.com> 

Subject: re: Response to heat dome power outages 

 

Mr. Marsh,  

This response follows an earlier reply from PSE this week to the information request you submitted as the President of 

CENSE, an active litigant opposing PSE’s Energize Eastside transmission line project. The Energize Eastside project is 

designed to bring PSE’s transmission system into compliance with mandatory federal transmission planning criteria and 

requires permits from eastside jurisdictions including the cities of Bellevue and Newcastle, which are the specific targets 

of your July 31 request. You have filed motions and/or appeals in both jurisdictions, but no relief has been granted 

against PSE.  

In your July 31 email you specifically inquire about outages only in Bellevue and Newcastle as part of your involvement 

in the Sierra Club, Washington Clean Energy Coalition and IRP stakeholder. It is important to note that specific 

jurisdictional boundaries are irrelevant to the transmission system; due to the integrated nature of the grid, outages in 

one area impact other areas of the system.  

The Energize Eastside corridor is an existing gap in the transmission grid that needs to be addressed to remedy current 

vulnerabilities. This was evident with the operational challenges that arose during the 2021 heat event. These challenges 

confirmed the vulnerabilities that Energize Eastside planning studies have identified.  

We recognize that many PSE customers and stakeholders may be interested in general data on the recent extreme heat 

event and related outages. Therefore, we are preparing information on system-wide operations during the heat dome, 

including PSE’s regular and future efforts to prepare for weather events that stress our system well beyond what is 

contemplated in our planning standards. That analysis will be circulated to you and others when completed.  

While we appreciate your interest in PSE matters, our extensive experience (as documented in hundreds of PSE 

responses to your requests for information on electricity data in Bellevue and Newcastle) leaves us with significant 

concerns that additional responses may be misused to confuse the general public and stakeholders as you have done in 

the past.  

Regards,  

David Hoffman 

Local Government Affairs & Public Policy Manager 
PUGET SOUND ENERGY 
Office 425.456.2522 
Cell 206.605.3836 
http://pse.com  

 
Learn about our commitment to clean energy at pse.com/TOGETHER 
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Cc: 

Sierra Club 

Newcastle City Council 

Bellevue City Council  

Washington Clean Energy Coalition 

DSD 003123



5

Pittman, Reilly

From: EBCC

Sent: Tuesday, August 10, 2021 8:53 AM

To: Hummer, Betsi; Kasner, Steve; Gooding, Ross; Dhananjaya, Hassan; Epstein, Ron

Cc: Pittman, Reilly

Subject: FW: Response to heat dome power outages

Chair Hummer and EBCC members, 

I am forwarding written communication from Norm Hansen regarding PSE’s Energize Eastside project. As this is a quasi-

judicial matter that will come before the EBCC, this email has also been forwarded to Reilly Pittman for inclusion in the 

project file as a public comment. It is important that you do not respond to Mr. Hansen or have any communication with 

either PSE or project opponents while this matter is pending in order to avoid violating the appearance of fairness 

doctrine. Please contact Chad Barnes if you have any questions. 

Karin 

Karin Roberts, CMC | Deputy City Clerk 

City of Bellevue | www.bellevuewa.gov | P: 425.452.6806 

From: NORMAN HANSEN <hansennp@aol.com>  

Sent: Friday, August 06, 2021 7:04 PM 

To: don.m.marsh@hotmail.com; cense-board@googlegroups.com 

Cc: Council <Council@bellevuewa.gov>; EBCC <EBCC@bellevuewa.gov>; citycouncil@newcastlewa.gov; 

robw@newcastlewa.gov 

Subject: RE: Response to heat dome power outages 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

More of the same from the PSE employees who do not make the decisions. Palm Desert has consistent temps over 110 

degrees with mostly underground power. PSE has not entered the modern age and we are the recipients. We should ask 

the PSE management that that make the decisions 

PSE has a record of being in the 3rd and 4th quartile for reliability when compared with their peers.  

They are not putting the customer first. Norm  

On Friday, August 6, 2021 Don Marsh <don.m.marsh@hotmail.com> wrote: 

Mr. Hoffman, 

Thank you for your timely response to my inquiry. However, it is important to correct several misstatements: 
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Your email repeats PSE’s earlier claim that I am “an adverse litigant in an active proceeding on this project.” Although 

CENSE has been a litigant in the past, there is no such litigation occurring at this time. There are at least two land use 

proceedings in Newcastle and Bellevue that are currently in a public comment phase. In order to make informed 

comments, we are seeking data regarding the most stressful peak demand events that PSE has experienced in recent 

years. Whether or not these requests are relevant to the case for Energize Eastside, PSE’s categorical refusal to answer 

any questions based on who is inquiring is concerning and possibly of questionable legality. 

We look forward to hearing more about the “operational challenges that occurred during the 2021 heat event.” Please 

include in your descriptions any undue stress that was placed on the transmission lines and transformers that you 

propose to upgrade through Energize Eastside. 

The earlier email claims that you have produced “hundreds of responses to [my] requests for information.” My email 

records show 15 responses to my two email addresses (don.m.marsh@hotmail.com and donmarsh@cense.org) since 

2014. There were some additional responses that were automated replies. Your claim of “hundreds of responses” is not 

accurate. 

We are curious to know if PSE will refuse any more information requests from citizens who have a stake in the outcome 

of this project. Please clarify. 

Don Marsh 

From: Hoffman, David <David.Hoffman@pse.com> 

Sent: Friday, August 06, 2021 4:13 PM 

To: Don Marsh <don.m.marsh@hotmail.com> 

Subject: re: Response to heat dome power outages 

Mr. Marsh, 

This response follows an earlier reply from PSE this week to the information request you submitted as the President of 

CENSE, an active litigant opposing PSE’s Energize Eastside transmission line project. The Energize Eastside project is 

designed to bring PSE’s transmission system into compliance with mandatory federal transmission planning criteria and 

requires permits from eastside jurisdictions including the cities of Bellevue and Newcastle, which are the specific targets 

of your July 31 request. You have filed motions and/or appeals in both jurisdictions, but no relief has been granted 

against PSE.  

In your July 31 email you specifically inquire about outages only in Bellevue and Newcastle as part of your involvement 

in the Sierra Club, Washington Clean Energy Coalition and IRP stakeholder. It is important to note that specific 

jurisdictional boundaries are irrelevant to the transmission system; due to the integrated nature of the grid, outages in 

one area impact other areas of the system.  
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The Energize Eastside corridor is an existing gap in the transmission grid that needs to be addressed to remedy current 

vulnerabilities. This was evident with the operational challenges that arose during the 2021 heat event. These challenges 

confirmed the vulnerabilities that Energize Eastside planning studies have identified.  

We recognize that many PSE customers and stakeholders may be interested in general data on the recent extreme heat 

event and related outages. Therefore, we are preparing information on system-wide operations during the heat dome, 

including PSE’s regular and future efforts to prepare for weather events that stress our system well beyond what is 

contemplated in our planning standards. That analysis will be circulated to you and others when completed.  

While we appreciate your interest in PSE matters, our extensive experience (as documented in hundreds of PSE 

responses to your requests for information on electricity data in Bellevue and Newcastle) leaves us with significant 

concerns that additional responses may be misused to confuse the general public and stakeholders as you have done in 

the past.  

Regards,  

David Hoffman 

Local Government Affairs & Public Policy Manager 

PUGET SOUND ENERGY 

Office 425.456.2522 

Cell 206.605.3836 

http://pse.com 

Learn about our commitment to clean energy at pse.com/TOGETHER 

 

 

Cc: 

Sierra Club 

Newcastle City Council 

Bellevue City Council 

Washington Clean Energy Coalition 

 

-- 

You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "CENSE Board" group. 

To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to cense-

board+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com. 

To view this discussion on the web visit https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/cense-

board/CO6PR14MB51706038DC972FCBAB79F1E9A2F39%40CO6PR14MB5170.namprd14.prod.outlook.com. 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: EBCC

Sent: Tuesday, August 10, 2021 8:54 AM

To: Hummer, Betsi; Kasner, Steve; Gooding, Ross; Dhananjaya, Hassan; Epstein, Ron

Cc: Pittman, Reilly

Subject: FW: Response to heat dome power outages

Chair Hummer and EBCC members, 

 

I am forwarding written communication from Don Marsh regarding PSE’s Energize Eastside project. As this is a quasi-

judicial matter that will come before the EBCC, this email has also been forwarded to Reilly Pittman for inclusion in the 

project file as a public comment. It is important that you do not respond to Mr. Marsh or have any communication with 

either PSE or project opponents while this matter is pending in order to avoid violating the appearance of fairness 

doctrine. Please contact Chad Barnes if you have any questions. 

 

Karin 

 

Karin Roberts, CMC | Deputy City Clerk 

City of Bellevue | www.bellevuewa.gov | P: 425.452.6806 

 

From: Don Marsh <don.m.marsh@hotmail.com>  

Sent: Monday, August 09, 2021 12:15 PM 

To: Hoffman, David <David.Hoffman@pse.com>; andy.swayne <andy.swayne@pse.com> 

Cc: Council <Council@bellevuewa.gov>; 'citycouncil@newcastlewa.gov' <citycouncil@newcastlewa.gov>; EBCC 

<EBCC@bellevuewa.gov>; washington-clean-energy-coalition-pse-efforts@googlegroups.com 

Subject: RE: Response to heat dome power outages 

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

 

Dear Mr. Hoffman, 

We understand that PSE has a lot on its plate. Not only is the company required to switch approximately 2/3 of its 

electric generation away from fossil fuels to clean renewable sources on a relatively short timeline, but Washington’s 

Clean Energy Transformation Act requires the company to do so in a way that equitably shares the costs and benefits 

among all income groups and communities. 

At the same time, PSE must improve the reliability of our electricity, especially during extreme temperature events like 

the Pacific Northwest “heat dome” and Texas deep freeze, both of which caused hundreds of deaths. Loss of electricity 

during extreme weather isn’t just an inconvenience for many people. It could be a direct contributor to their demise. 

On July 31, we asked PSE to provide an accounting of equipment failure types that caused widespread outages for more 

than 10,000 customers during the heat dome event on June 26-28 (see email below). You replied that PSE is preparing 

“information on system-wide operations during the heat dome.”  

We ask: 

• By what date will this information be published? 

• Will it include an accounting of failure types that we asked for on July 31? 
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I am the Eastside’s representative on Sierra Club’s Washington State Energy Committee (representing approximately 

50,000 Sierra Club members within PSE’s service territory). I also lead the Washington Clean Energy Coalition, comprised 

of many environmental organizations that participate in PSE’s Integrated Resource Plans and PSE’s 2022 Clean Energy 

Implementation Plan. These organizations need the requested information to adequately serve the interests of our 

various constituents as we participate in the development of the Clean Energy Implementation Plan. I have copied local 

city councils so that they may also be informed and represent their constituents. 

I am in regular contact with the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission as well as state legislators. Your 

answers to these questions may be of interest to these bodies as well. Please consider your response with this wider 

audience in mind. 

Respectfully, 

Don Marsh 

Eastside rep, Sierra Club Washington State Energy Committee 

Lead, Washington Clean Energy Coalition 

Stakeholder, PSE 2017 Integrated Resource Plan Advisory Group 

Advisor, PSE 2019 Integrated Resource Plan Technical Advisory Group 

Primary Stakeholder, PSE 2021 Integrated Resource Plan Advisory Group 

Stakeholder, PSE 2022 Clean Energy Implementation Plan 

Representative, PSE 2022 General Rate Case 

President and Co-founder, Coalition of Eastside Neighborhoods for Sensible Energy 

From: Don Marsh  

Sent: Saturday, July 31, 2021 7:36 AM 

To: Hoffman, David <David.Hoffman@pse.com>; 'andy.swayne@pse.com' <andy.swayne@pse.com> 

Cc: 'council@bellevuewa.gov' <council@bellevuewa.gov>; 'citycouncil@newcastlewa.gov' 

<citycouncil@newcastlewa.gov>; washington-clean-energy-coalition-pse-efforts@googlegroups.com 

Subject: Response to heat dome power outages 

To: David Hoffman, PSE Local Government Affairs and Public Policy Manager 

Andy Swayne, PSE Senior Municipal Liaison Manager 

Re: Response to heat dome power outages 

Dear Mr. Hoffman and Mr. Swayne, 

The “heat dome” event that hit the Pacific Northwest on June 26-28 caused hundreds of power outages that impacted 

thousands of PSE customers. As you know, loss of electric service when temperatures exceed 100 degrees can be 

uncomfortable and costly for our citizens. In some cases, it can be life threatening. 
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As we collectively strive to electrify our buildings, transportation, and commerce to reduce our reliance on climate-

changing fossil fuels, the reliability of our electric service will become ever more important for the safety of our citizens 

and the health of our economy. 

It is important for the public and our elected leaders to understand what PSE is doing to harden our electric grid against 

the growing probability of future heat waves and other extreme weather events. Please share PSE’s high-level vision of 

what the company plans to do during the next five years to prepare our communities for future weather emergencies. 

It is helpful for us to understand the existing vulnerabilities of our electric grid. The following table lists possible causes 

of outages that occurred during the June 26-28 period in Bellevue, Newcastle, and throughout PSE’s service territory. 

Please supply the numbers of incidents for each type of failure and send it back to the CC’d recipients, including the 

Bellevue and Newcastle city councils. 

Failure type 
Incidents in 

Bellevue 

Incidents in 

Newcastle 

Total 

incidents 
Neighborhood 

transformer 
- - - 
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Substation 

transformer 
- - - 

Regional 

transformer 
- - - 

Distribution line 

(tree-related) 
- - - 

Distribution line 

(not tree-related) 
- - - 

Distribution line 

(underground) 
- - - 

Transmission line 
- - - 

Other substation 

component 
- - - 

Other equipment 

on customer’s 

property 

- - - 

Other failures 
- - - 

 

If our information request cannot be fulfilled before August 6, please provide an estimated date for when this 

information can be shared. 

Thank you for helping us understand PSE’s role in preparing for changing climate conditions in our region. 

Sincerely, 

Don Marsh 

Sierra Club Washington State Energy Committee 

Lead, Washington Clean Energy Coalition 

Stakeholder, PSE IRP and CEIP Advisory Groups 

CC: 

Bellevue City Council 

Newcastle City Council 

Washington Clean Energy Coalition 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: Pittman, Reilly

Sent: Friday, October 8, 2021 12:37 PM

To: barbara_hughes@hotmail.com

Cc: Stead, Elizabeth

Subject: RE: Questions to Heidi Bedwell about PSE project in BT

Hi Barbara, 

 

The public no�ce and comment requirements related to land use applica�ons in Land Use Code 20.35 state the City may 

respond to public comments.  Comments are accepted and reviewed as part of any proposal but a direct response to 

every comment submi$ed is not mandatory or possible.  We try to respond to comments but when there is such a large 

volume of comments for a specific project the comments are addressed and responded to as part of the City's decision 

process.  Comments received are added to the public record and make the commentor a party of record which allows 

inclusion and involvement in future ac�ons on a project. 

 

The land use code, current project files, and the prior EIS record contain informa�on that address your ques�ons about 

process, no�ce, and the proposal itself.  Your comments regarding a$ending the EBCC virtual mee�ng are noted but this 

mee�ng was held by the EBCC and we have no input into how the mee�ng is run or the agenda items for the mee�ng.  

As this proposal is in the ini�al stages of review some of the informa�on you are asking may be subject to change.  The 

best way to keep updated on a project is to review the submi$al and updates that will be posted to the project website 

at the link I provided previously. 

 

Reilly Pi$man 

Ac�ng Environmental Planning Manager 

Development Services Department 

425-452-4350 

rpi$man@bellevuewa.gov  

Pronouns: He/Him/His 

 

*New!* Visit our Virtual Permit Center to schedule a one-on-one virtual appointment with review staff for general 

permi>ng ques�ons. 

 

-----Original Message----- 

From: Barbara Hughes <barbara_hughes@hotmail.com>  

Sent: Thursday, September 30, 2021 8:18 PM 

To: Barbara Hughes <barbara_hughes@hotmail.com>; Pi$man, Reilly <RPi$man@bellevuewa.gov> 

Cc: Stead, Elizabeth <estead@bellevuewa.gov>; donmarsh@cense.org; Lore$a Lopez <llopez@mstarlabs.com>; William 

Barnes <williambarnesconsul�ng@gmail.com> 

Subject: RE: Ques�ons to Heidi Bedwell about PSE project in BT 

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL No�ce!] Outside communica�on is important to us. Be cau�ous of phishing a$empts. Do not click or 

open suspicious links or a$achments. 

 

 

Hello again Reilly, 

 

Thank you again for your response to me on 9/23/21. 

 

DSD 003131



2

I note your reply confirming that the EBCC has nothing to do with Bridle Trails, and only concerns the EBCC area within 

their jurisdic�on. I am s�ll unclear as to why Bridle Trails homeowners were invited to that mee�ng. 

Moving on, your reply to me didn't answer any of my other ques�ons! I actually would like specific answers to my 

individual ques�ons. I took a long �me to compose my email and write to you with my concerns. I am a 19+ years 

Bellevue homeowner and taxpayer, and this is the very first �me I have wri$en to the planning department with 

ques�ons.  I do expect you to answer my ques�ons. 

I look forward to your reply to my original le$er, item by item. I have enclosed another copy of it for you. Many thanks, 

Barbara Hughes 

13709 NE 48th Place, Bellevue, WA 98005 

-----Original Message----- 

From: Barbara Hughes <barbara_hughes@hotmail.com> 

Sent: Thursday, September 23, 2021 1:53 PM 

To: Pi$man, Reilly <RPi$man@bellevuewa.gov> 

Cc: Stead, Elizabeth <estead@bellevuewa.gov>; donmarsh@cense.org; Lore$a Lopez <llopez@mstarlabs.com>; William 

Barnes <williambarnesconsul�ng@gmail.com> 

Subject: Re: Ques�ons to Heidi Bedwell about PSE project in BT 

Looping in the others on my email so they can also see Reilly’s response. 

Barbara 

> On Sep 23, 2021, at 8:48 AM, Pi$man, Reilly <RPi$man@bellevuewa.gov> wrote: 

> 

> Hi Barbara, 

> 

> Thank you for providing comments on PSE’s applica�on to construct a transmission line in the City of Bellevue. All 

comments submi$ed are part of the city’s record and will be considered as the city processes PSE’s applica�on. Because 

you provided comments to the city regarding this applica�on, you will be no�fied of the public hearing when it is 

scheduled including no�fica�on of the Director’s decision and recommenda�on on the subject permits. 

> 

> Your comments included ques�ons about the East Bellevue Community Council (EBCC) which is a community council 

that exists within the City of Bellevue per state law and has a defined jurisdic�on area in east Bellevue.  The Energize 

Eastside project crosses through the EBCC area.  The city's Land Use Code requires the public mee�ng for a project to be 

held at a session of the EBCC when a project is within their jurisdic�on.  No�ce of any addi�onal public mee�ngs and 

public hearing will be issued consistent with the requirements in the Land Use Code.  Review of this project is underway 

and there are no mee�ngs or further no�ces an�cipated in 2021. 

> 

> You can subscribe to alerts and find more informa�on about the permit and process on the City's webpage for the 

Energize Eastside Project: h$ps://gcc02.safelinks.protec�on.outlook.com/?url=h$ps%3A%2F%2Fbellevuewa.gov%2Fcity-

government%2Fdepartments%2Fdevelopment%2Fzoning-and-land-use%2Fpublic-no�ces-and-par�cipa�on-

2&amp;data=04%7C01%7CRPi$man%40bellevuewa.gov%7C77f5ddae318b4a47b3b808d9848a1c94%7C222d2edd82554

5bd859752141b82f713%7C0%7C0%7C637686551140903428%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAi

LCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&amp;sdata=1JMLYTUXSIA2MKrBXZGqo1SkQsZVvJDJ5EqD

o2S5yOc%3D&amp;reserved=0. 

> 

> Again, thank you for taking the �me to provide comments and concerns regarding this project. 

> 
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> Reilly Pi$man 

> Ac�ng Environmental Planning Manager 

> Development Services Department 

> 425-452-4350 

> rpi$man@bellevuewa.gov 

> Pronouns: He/Him/His 

> 

> 

> -----Original Message----- 

> From: Barbara Hughes <barbara_hughes@hotmail.com> 

> Sent: Tuesday, September 21, 2021 6:59 PM 

> To: Stead, Elizabeth <estead@bellevuewa.gov> 

> Cc: Pi$man, Reilly <RPi$man@bellevuewa.gov>; Lore$a Lopez <llopez@mstarlabs.com>; donmarsh@cense.org; 

William Barnes <williambarnesconsul�ng@gmail.com> 

> Subject: RE: Ques�ons to Heidi Bedwell about PSE project in BT 

> 

> [EXTERNAL EMAIL No�ce!] Outside communica�on is important to us. Be cau�ous of phishing a$empts. Do not click or 

open suspicious links or a$achments. 

> 

> 

> Hello Elizabeth and Reilly, 

> 

> I am wri�ng to remind you that it is now almost four months since I wrote my original emailed le$er to you, and two 

months since I resent it to Reilly as requested. I'm therefore reques�ng your response to my le$er, 

> 

> Best, 

> 

> Barbara Hughes 

> 13709 NE 48th Pl, 98005 

> 

> -----Original Message----- 

> From: Barbara Hughes 

> Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2021 3:26 PM 

> To: Stead, Elizabeth <estead@bellevuewa.gov> 

> Cc: Pi$man, Reilly <RPi$man@bellevuewa.gov>; Lore$a Lopez <llopez@mstarlabs.com>; donmarsh@cense.org; 

William Barnes <williambarnesconsul�ng@gmail.com> 

> Subject: RE: Ques�ons to Heidi Bedwell about PSE project in BT 

> 

> Here you go - please let me know if you can't open it ok. 

> 

> I have copied Lore$a Lopez (Bridle Trails Community Club), Don Marsh (CENSE) and William Barnes (President, 

Brentwood Lane HOA - the HOA for NE 48th Pl.) also, so they remain up to date. 

> 

> Many thanks for ge>ng on top of this Liz, and welcome to Reilly, 

> 

> Barbara Hughes 

> 13709 NE 48th Pl 

> 

> 425-443 9257 

> 

> -----Original Message----- 

> From: Stead, Elizabeth <estead@bellevuewa.gov> 
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> Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2021 10:16 AM 

> To: Barbara Hughes <barbara_hughes@hotmail.com> 

> Cc: Pi$man, Reilly <RPi$man@bellevuewa.gov> 

> Subject: RE: Ques�ons to Heidi Bedwell about PSE project in BT 

> 

> Ms. Hughes, 

> 

> Would you be able to re-send your communica�on so I can make sure it gets to the top of the list?  We may not be able 

to answer all of your ques�ons at this �me, but I would like to confirm our receipt and make sure the le$er is added to 

the file.  Mr. Reilly Pi$man is the planner that has taken over for Ms. Bedwell. I have cc'd him on this email, please 

respond all to this email with your le$er. 

> 

> Thank-you, 

> 

> 

> Liz Stead, LEED AP 

> Land Use Director 

> Development Services Department 

> City of Bellevue 

> 425.452.2725, estead@bellevuewa.gov 

> 

> How are we doing? 

> 

> *New!* Visit our Virtual Permit Center to schedule a one-on-one virtual appointment with review staff for general 

permi>ng ques�ons. 

> 

> 

> 

> 

> -----Original Message----- 

> From: Barbara Hughes <barbara_hughes@hotmail.com> 

> Sent: Monday, July 19, 2021 8:10 AM 

> To: Lore$a Lopez <llopez@mstarlabs.com> 

> Cc: Stead, Elizabeth <estead@bellevuewa.gov> 

> Subject: Re: Ques�ons to Heidi Bedwell about PSE project in BT 

> 

> [EXTERNAL EMAIL No�ce!] Outside communica�on is important to us. Be cau�ous of phishing a$empts. Do not click or 

open suspicious links or a$achments. 

> 

> 

> Thank you for le>ng me know this, Lore$a. 

> 

> No, I did not get a reply to my emailed le$er dated 6/2/21. 

> 

> Liz - I hope you can pick up on this and get me a reply to my ques�ons, thank you! 

> 

> Barbara Hughes 

> 13709 NE 48th Pl 

> 98005 

> 

>> On Jul 19, 2021, at 8:01 AM, Lore$a Lopez <llopez@mstarlabs.com> wrote: 

>> 
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>>  

>> Hi Barbara, 

>> 

>> You sent a message to Heidi Bedwell with a list of ques�ons about the PSE transmission line in Bridle Trails. 

>> 

>> FYI- 

>> Heidi is no longer working for the City of Bellevue. I don't know if Heidi answered your ques�ons before she le\ the 

City. 

>> 

>> I have included Liz Stead in this email since Liz is supervising the project. 

>> 

>> Lore$a 

>> M 425 443 9012 

>> 

>> 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: EBCC

Sent: Thursday, July 15, 2021 8:34 AM

To: Hummer, Betsi; Kasner, Steve; Gooding, Ross; Dhananjaya, Hassan; Epstein, Ron

Cc: Pittman, Reilly

Subject: FW: POWER LINES OR SOLAR PANELS

Chair Hummer and EBCC members, 

I am forwarding wriDen communicaEon from Gerald Hughes regarding PSE’s Energize Eastside project. As this is a quasi-

judicial maDer that will come before the EBCC, this email has also been forwarded to Reilly PiDman for inclusion in the 

project file as a public comment. It is important that you do not respond to Mr. Hughes or have any communicaEon with 

either PSE or project opponents while this maDer is pending in order to avoid violaEng the appearance of fairness 

doctrine. Please contact Chad Barnes if you have any quesEons. 

Karin 

Karin Roberts, CMC | Deputy City Clerk 

City of Bellevue | www.bellevuewa.gov | P: 425.452.6806 

-----Original Message----- 

From: Gerald Hughes <ghughes@isomedia.com>  

Sent: Monday, July 12, 2021 11:45 AM 

To: EBCC <EBCC@bellevuewa.gov>; Janice Zahn <janicezahn8@gmail.com>; Jared Nieuwenhuis 

<jnieuwenhuis@comcast.net>; Lynne Robinson <LynneRpt@live.com>; Jeremy Barksdale 

<jeremybarksdale@gmail.com>; Don Marsh <don.m.marsh@hotmail.com> 

Subject: POWER LINES OR SOLAR PANELS 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL NoEce!] Outside communicaEon is important to us. Be cauEous of phishing aDempts. Do not click or 

open suspicious links or aDachments. 

It might be worth listening to CENSE and Don Marsh. 

hDps://replica.seaDleEmes.com/popovers/dynamic_arEcle_popover.aspx?artguid=45da1a9e-7b30-4f1f-aba4-

25e0f525a19a 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: EBCC

Sent: Thursday, July 15, 2021 8:35 AM

To: Hummer, Betsi; Kasner, Steve; Gooding, Ross; Dhananjaya, Hassan; Epstein, Ron

Cc: Pittman, Reilly

Subject: FW: POWER LINES OR SOLAR PANELS

Chair Hummer and EBCC members,   

 

I am forwarding wriDen communicaEon from Don Marsh regarding PSE’s Energize Eastside project. As this is a quasi-

judicial maDer that will come before the EBCC, this email has also been forwarded to Reilly PiDman for inclusion in the 

project file as a public comment. It is important that you do not respond to Mr. Marsh or have any communicaEon with 

either PSE or project opponents while this maDer is pending in order to avoid violaEng the appearance of fairness 

doctrine. Please contact Chad Barnes if you have any quesEons. 

 

Karin 

 

Karin Roberts, CMC | Deputy City Clerk 

City of Bellevue | www.bellevuewa.gov | P: 425.452.6806 

 

-----Original Message----- 

From: Don Marsh <don.m.marsh@hotmail.com>  

Sent: Monday, July 12, 2021 1:31 PM 

To: Gerald Hughes <ghughes@isomedia.com> 

Cc: EBCC <EBCC@bellevuewa.gov>; Janice Zahn <janicezahn8@gmail.com>; Jared Nieuwenhuis 

<jnieuwenhuis@comcast.net>; Lynne Robinson <lynnerpt@live.com>; Jeremy Barksdale <jeremybarksdale@gmail.com> 

Subject: Re: POWER LINES OR SOLAR PANELS 

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL NoEce!] Outside communicaEon is important to us. Be cauEous of phishing aDempts. Do not click or 

open suspicious links or aDachments. 

 

 

Gerry, 

 

There is one big difference between the transmission lines menEoned in this arEcle and the project proposed in our 

area. The power lines endorsed by the president would connect ciEes to big solar and wind farms. However, our power 

lines would not provide greater access to renewable energy sources. 

 

Our power line project would address a reliability scenario that has never happened and is unlikely to occur in the future.  

Not one of the tens of thousands of customers who lost power during the recent heat emergency would have kept their 

power if the project had been built. 

 

On the other hand, solar panels and baDeries could address many reliability issues, reducing outages and providing 

environmental benefits for less total cost to customers. 

 

If there is a naEonal debate between these technologies, it is a no-brainer for Bellevue and the Eastside. 

 

Don 
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On Jul 12, 2021, at 2:45 PM, Gerald Hughes <ghughes@isomedia.com> wrote: 

 

 

It might be worth listening to CENSE and Don Marsh. 

 

 

hDps://na01.safelinks.protecEon.outlook.com/?url=hDps%3A%2F%2Freplica.seaDleEmes.com%2Fpopovers%2Fdynamic

_arEcle_popover.aspx%3Fartguid%3D45da1a9e-7b30-4f1f-aba4-

25e0f525a19a&amp;data=04%7C01%7C%7C801efc3be5914d33ec6608d9456533ed%7C84df9e7fe9f640aU435aaaaaaaa

aaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637617123231141542%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiL

CJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=pO4E0HnMcPCmLCZXpM%2BwjdO73tACY6ZwzbPfdOzJYdM%3

D&amp;reserved=0 

 

DSD 003138



1

Pittman, Reilly

From: EBCC

Sent: Thursday, July 15, 2021 8:36 AM

To: Hummer, Betsi; Kasner, Steve; Gooding, Ross; Dhananjaya, Hassan; Epstein, Ron

Cc: Pittman, Reilly

Subject: FW: Oh the irony...

Chair Hummer and EBCC members, 

I am forwarding written communication from Gerald Hughes regarding PSE’s Energize Eastside project. As this is a quasi-

judicial matter that will come before the EBCC, this email has also been forwarded to Reilly Pittman for inclusion in the 

project file as a public comment. It is important that you do not respond to Mr. Hughes or have any communication with 

either PSE or project opponents while this matter is pending in order to avoid violating the appearance of fairness 

doctrine. Please contact Chad Barnes if you have any questions. 

Karin 

Karin Roberts, CMC | Deputy City Clerk 

City of Bellevue | www.bellevuewa.gov | P: 425.452.6806 

From: Gerald Hughes <ghughes@isomedia.com>  

Sent: Wednesday, July 14, 2021 10:55 AM 

To: EBCC <EBCC@bellevuewa.gov>; Janice Zahn <janicezahn8@gmail.com>; Jared Nieuwenhuis 

<jnieuwenhuis@comcast.net> 

Subject: Oh the irony... 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

Subject: Oh the irony... 

Bellevue just received an award for using data to drive policy. 

https://bellevuewa.gov/city-news/what-works-certification 

In 2019, the City rejected CENSE’s request to remand the Energize Eastside decision back to the Hearing 

Examiner to ask PSE for data documenting demand for electricity on the Eastside and Bellevue during 

the past decade. 

Unfortunately, data was not relevant for a project that would cost ratepayers over $200 million. 

Is data only important for smaller decisions then? 

Don 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: EBCC

Sent: Monday, July 12, 2021 11:50 AM

To: Hummer, Betsi; Kasner, Steve; Gooding, Ross; Dhananjaya, Hassan; Epstein, Ron

Cc: Pittman, Reilly

Subject: FW: Incorrect application of quasi-judicial restrictions

Chair Hummer and EBCC members,  

 

I am forwarding written communication from Don Marsh regarding PSE’s Energize Eastside project. As this is a quasi-

judicial matter that will come before the EBCC, this email has also been forwarded to Reilly Pittman for inclusion in the 

project file as a public comment. It is important that you do not respond to Mr. Marsh or have any communication with 

either PSE or project opponents while this matter is pending in order to avoid violating the appearance of fairness 

doctrine. Please contact Chad Barnes if you have any questions. 

 

Karin 

 

Karin Roberts, CMC | Deputy City Clerk 

City of Bellevue | www.bellevuewa.gov | P: 425.452.6806 

 

From: donmarsh@cense.org <donmarsh@cense.org>  

Sent: Thursday, July 08, 2021 11:16 PM 

To: EBCC <EBCC@bellevuewa.gov> 

Subject: Incorrect application of quasi-judicial restrictions 

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

 

Dear council members, 

 

During the East Bellevue Community Council meeting of July 6, 2021, I was prevented from making a public comment 

regarding PSE’s “Energize Eastside” project. I was told that any such comment would violate “quasi-judicial” restrictions 

pertaining to such communications. (For your information, the comment is included at the end of this email.) 

 

I believe this restriction violates the highlighted section of RCW 42.36.060: 

 

RCW 42.36.060 

Quasi-judicial proceedings—Ex parte communications prohibited, exceptions. 

During the pendency of any quasi-judicial proceeding, no member of a decision- making body may engage in ex 

parte communications with opponents or proponents with respect to the proposal which is the subject of the 

proceeding unless that person: 

(1) Places on the record the substance of any written or oral ex parte communications concerning the decision of 

action; and 

(2) Provides that a public announcement of the content of the communication and of the parties' rights to rebut 

the substance of the communication shall be made at each hearing where action is considered or taken on the 

subject to which the communication related. This prohibition does not preclude a member of a decision-making 

body from seeking in a public hearing specific information or data from such parties relative to the decision if 

both the request and the results are a part of the record. Nor does such prohibition preclude correspondence 
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between a citizen and his or her elected official if any such correspondence is made a part of the record when it 

pertains to the subject matter of a quasi-judicial proceeding. 

 

I believe that “correspondence” in this statute encompasses emails to council members and oral comments presented 

during the open communication portion of a community council meeting. I expected my comment to be included in the 

public record. As an executive of a nonprofit organization that represents many Lake Hills residents, I believe it is 

appropriate for me to speak on their behalf. 

 

Because all members of the EBCC are on the ballot this year, they can publicly discuss and express opinions about 

Energize Eastside (or any other quasi-judicial matter): 

 

RCW 42.36.040 

Public discussion by candidate for public office. 

Prior to declaring as a candidate for public office or while campaigning for public office as defined by RCW 

42.17A.005 no public discussion or expression of an opinion by a person subsequently elected to a public office, 

on any pending or proposed quasi-judicial actions, shall be a violation of the appearance of fairness doctrine. 

It is common sense that a candidate who engages in “public discussion” is allowed to hear the public’s side of the 

discussion. According to this statute, the public must be allowed to provide information and ask questions of the 

candidates. Any other interpretation would lead to ridiculous conclusions. 

 

At future meetings, members of the public must be allowed to ask questions and receive answers from EBCC members 

regarding Energize Eastside. To partially remedy the mistake that was made earlier this week, I ask council members to 

read the comment below that I should have been allowed to communicate during Tuesday’s meeting. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Don Marsh 

President, CENSE.org 

 

Comment for EBCC meeting, July 6, 2021 

My name is Don Marsh, speaking on behalf of CENSE, the Coalition of Eastside Neighborhoods for Sensible Energy. 

Since the last EBCC meeting, our city endured temperatures well over 100 degrees for three days in a row, thought to be 

a once-in-a-thousand-year scenario. This was an extreme test of the reliability of our electric grid. So how did we do? 

On one hand, even though peak demand for electricity hit unprecedented levels, PSE did not need to implement rolling 

blackouts to protect the integrity of the Eastside grid. Rolling blackouts have not been necessary at any time since 2017, 

when PSE predicted such blackouts might be needed. Some might conclude that the existing grid is adequate to serve 

our needs. 

On the other hand, there are many opportunities for improvement. During those three days, there were hundreds of 

unplanned outages throughout PSE’s service territory, impacting tens of thousands of customers. Most of these outages 

could have been prevented if PSE had been investing in a modernized grid. 

A modernized grid would incorporate solar panels, batteries, energy efficiency, and coordination of these resources 

using smart technology known as a Virtual Power Plant. Cities like Portland are already running large pilot programs to 

refine this approach. By redirecting Energize Eastside funds to create a Virtual Power Plant, all PSE customers would 

benefit. 

But PSE’s Energize Eastside team isn’t likely to mention the many benefits of an Eastside Virtual Power Plant. First, it 

would provide better year-round reliability than Energize Eastside, which would only serve our community in a 

theoretical scenario that may never happen. Second, a Virtual Power Plant would offer improved resiliency and faster 
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recovery from a big natural disaster like an earthquake or a powerful windstorm. Third, a Virtual Power Plant would 

result in lower electric bills for all PSE ratepayers. And finally, it would reduce greenhouse gas emissions by preserving 

thousands of trees and reducing the amount of fossil fuels burned to generate electricity. 

PSE filed its application to build the North Segment of Energize Eastside in 2021, but the company did not evaluate the 

feasibility of a Virtual Power Plant as a less expensive, more effective alternative. PSE previously studied the feasibility of 

batteries, just one part of a Virtual Power Plant, but that analysis is now obsolete and inaccurate. Bellevue’s land use 

code requires a fair evaluation of alternatives. If PSE doesn’t provide a thorough and transparent assessment of a Virtual 

Power Plant as an alternative solution, EBCC would be well justified in rejecting PSE’s permit to build Energize Eastside. 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: Roberts, Karin
Sent: Wednesday, July 7, 2021 9:25 AM
To: Pittman, Reilly; Stead, Elizabeth
Subject: June 1 EBCC Minutes
Attachments: 0601 2021_EBCC mins.pdf

Hi Reilly & Liz, 
 
I have attached the minutes from the June 1 EBCC meeting. Please add these to the record for the Energize Eastside 
north segment. Please let me know if you need anything else. Thanks so much for everything last night. 
 
Karin 
 
Karin Roberts, CMC | Deputy City Clerk 
City of Bellevue | www.bellevuewa.gov | P: 425.452.6806 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: EBCC

Sent: Friday, July 2, 2021 9:16 AM

To: Hummer, Betsi; Kasner, Steve; Gooding, Ross; Dhananjaya, Hassan; Epstein, Ron

Cc: Betsi Hummer; kasner4council; Ross Gooding; Hassan Dhananjaya; RON EPSTEIN; Bedwell, Heidi

Subject: FW: PSE's proposed EE North Segment

Attachments: 20210701 to EBCC2.pdf; 20210701 Letter2 to EBCC Att.B.pdf; 20210701 Letter2 to EBCC Att.A.pdf

Chair Hummer and EBCC members, 

I am forwarding written communication from Rick Aramburu regarding PSE’s Energize Eastside project. As this is a quasi-

judicial matter that will come before the EBCC, this email has also been forwarded to Heidi Bedwell for inclusion in the 

project file as a public comment. It is important that you do not respond to Mr. Aramburu or have any communication 

with either PSE or project opponents while this matter is pending in order to avoid violating the appearance of fairness 

doctrine. Please contact Chad Barnes if you have any questions. 

Karin 

Karin Roberts, CMC | Deputy City Clerk 

City of Bellevue | www.bellevuewa.gov | P: 425.452.6806 

From: Carol Cohoe <Carol@aramburu-eustis.com>  

Sent: Thursday, July 01, 2021 4:49 PM 

To: EBCC <EBCC@bellevuewa.gov> 

Cc: Rick Aramburu <Rick@aramburu-eustis.com>; Hummer, Betsi <BHummer@bellevuewa.gov>; Dhananjaya, Hassan 

<HDhananjaya@bellevuewa.gov>; swalter@bellevuewa.gov; Gooding, Ross <RGooding@bellevuewa.gov>; Kasner, Steve 

<SKasner@bellevuewa.gov> 

Subject: PSE's proposed EE North Segment 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

Please review and make part of the record this comment letter from Mr. Aramburu, filed on behalf of the CENSE 

organization, including its two attachments. 

Carol Cohoe, Legal Assistant 
Law Offices of J. Richard Aramburu, PLLC 
Please “REPLY ALL” to ensure that Mr. Aramburu also receives your response. 

We are located in the Hoge Building at 
705 Second Avenue, Suite 1300 
Seattle, WA 98104-1797 
Telephone (206) 625-9515 | Facsimile (206) 682-1376 
This message may be protected by the attorney-client and/or work product privilege. If you received this message in error 
please notify us and destroy the message. Thank you. 
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 LAW OFFICES OF J. RICHARD ARAMBURU PLLC

705 Second Avenue, Suite 1300 www.aramburulaw.com

Seattle, WA 98104-1797 www.aramburu-eustis.com

Telephone    206.625.9515

Facsimile      206.682.1376

July 1, 2021

East Bellevue Community Council
c/o Karin Roberts, Deputy City Clerk
450 - 110th Ave NE
Bellevue, WA  98004
By Email to:  EBCC@bellevuewa.gov 

By Email to EBCC Members
Betsi Hummer, bhummer@bellevuewa.gov
Hassan Dhananjaya, hdhananjay@bellevuewa.gov
Ron Epstein, swalter@bellevuewa.gov
Ross Gooding, rgooding@bellevuewa.gov
Steve Kasner, skasner@bellevuewa.gov 

Re: Puget Sound Energy’s “Energize Eastside” proposal, North Segment
Bellevue Application File No. 20-112645

Dear Community Council Members:

On May 27, 2021, this office provided comments on Puget Sound Energy’s Energize
Eastside (“EE”) transmission proposal on behalf of the Coalition of Eastside Neighbors
for Sensible Energy (CENSE), a Washington nonprofit corporation.  For the past seven
years, CENSE has been intensively involved in the permitting process for the EE
project, an eighteen-mile electric transmission proposal through Bellevue and other
Eastside communities proposed by Puget Sound Energy (PSE).

CENSE previously filed comments on the PSE application for the “North Segment” of its
transmission project, an approximately 5.2 mile portion of the overall Energize Eastside
project.  The “North Segment” begins at the north side of the Lakeside substation and
ends at Bellevue’s northern city limit.  A portion of this transmission proposal goes
through the jurisdictional area of EBCC.

At the close of the meeting on June 1, 2021, the courtesy hearing was extended to the
next EBCC meeting, scheduled for July 6, 2021.  This comment addresses issues
raised during the first courtesy hearing.
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At the June 1, 2021 meeting, Heidi Bedwell of the City of Bellevue addressed permitting
issues for the North Segment, including the segment of transmission line within EBCC’s
jurisdiction.  She described the permitting process to be followed during permit review. 
Ms. Bedwell did not address whether EBCC had jurisdiction over the proposal. 

Indeed, jurisdictional issues arose in a prior review of a PSE transmission line proposal. 
This was a 2.89 mile, 115 kV transmission line connecting two substations: the line
would run partially through EBCC’s jurisdictional area.  Because it ran along 148th

Avenue N.E., we refer to this line as the “148th line.”

PSE there, as here, applied for a conditional use permit for the transmission, which was
eventually approved by the Bellevue City Council.  When the matter came before this
Council, it conducted its own hearings and disapproved that portion of the line within its
jurisdiction.  

PSE appealed the EBCC denial to court.  The trial court affirmed this Council’s decision
and PSE appealed to the Court of Appeals, which concluded that the trial court
improperly upheld the EBCC disapproval of the ordinance.  PSE v. EBCC, No. 74464-0 
(Unpublished)(January 30, 2017). 

In addition to arguing that the content of the EBCC decision was in error, PSE claimed
that EBCC exceeded its authority and thus its decision denying the conditional use
permit for the 148th line was outside its jurisdiction.  Slip Opinion at 19-22 (a copy of this
portion of the Court’s opinion is Attachment A hereto).  As the Court said: 

PSE argues, for the first time in its reply brief, that the EBCC "asserts the right to
unilaterally affect the reliability of power to Bellevue homeowners outside its
territory."

Because PSE had raised this issue for the first time in its reply brief, the court declined
to consider it. See Attachment A. However, the Court went on to note that the City had
raised a similiar issue in its respondent’s brief:

It argues that the EBCC's decision, if left standing, would have an extraterritorial
affect because it will affect citizens outside the EBCC's area.

The City’s actual brief filed with the court is attached to this letter as Attachment B.  In
its brief, the City claimed that “EBCC’s disapproval of this project reaches beyond its
jurisdiction, affecting over 12,400 citizens served by the substations at issue.”  Page 3. 
The City’s brief indicated EBCC’s decision did not “address the project as a whole and
focus[ed] only on the EBCC’s narrow concerns regarding the aesthetics of 148th

Avenue.”  Id.  The City resorted to perjorative characterization of EBCC motives: 
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Here, by mischaracterizing the nature of 148th Avenue, the EBCC attempts to
support its not-in-my-backyard concerns at the expense of the project and the
City as a whole.

Brief at 4. 

Ultimately, the Court of Appeals declined to rule on the City/PSE claims that the
EBCC decision should be reversed on NIMBY grounds: 

RCW 35.14.040 provides that the EBCC's disapproval "shall not affect the
application of any ordinance or resolution affecting areas outside the community
municipal corporation." Because we hold that PSE has met its burden to show
that the EBCC's resolution is improper, we need not also decide whether the
resolution violates the geographical limitations of this statute. Accordingly, that is
an issue left for decision another day. 

Slip Opinion at 21 (Emphasis supplied). 

As the Council is aware, the current PSE proposal for Energize Eastside also
involves a transmission line proposal that will impact areas outside EBCC’s jurisdiction. 
Given the prior position taken by the Bellevue City Attorney’s office, the City/PSE will
argue again that this Council lacks jurisdiction and hope that the Court will rule on the
“issue left for decision another day” in the 148th case on EBCC’s decision on Energize
Eastside. 

The failure of the City to be forthright and admit to its objective in representations
to this Council is particularly disappointing.   Moreover, the City Attorney’s office has
appointed Chad Barnes as EBCC’s lawyer, when Mr. Barnes was the author of the brief
claiming a lack of jurisdiction and claiming EBCC acted on NIMBY motivations.  This
poses a clear conflict of interest.   EBCC should insist on unbiased legal representation
and outside counsel.1   

1 We anticipate that the City will claim it has the right to appoint attorneys to represent EBCC
without its consent, citing Sammamish Comm. Mun. Corp. v City of Bellevue, 107 Wn. App. 686 (2001). 
However, that case dealt with representation as a general matter; here, the brief drafted by Mr. Barnes
presented an actual, material conflict with the interests of EBCC. As described by the Court:

Here, East Bellevue and Sammamish have produced no evidence to indicate the existence of an
actual conflict of interest in the City's representation of the community councils in reviewing City
zoning ordinances. Instead, the record indicates that the City has provided the community
councils with independent representation whenever an actual conflict has appeared imminent.3

3 Over the past ten years, at least five conflicts between the City and the community
councils have been litigated. In each instance the City has provided the community
councils with outside legal counsel.

(continued...)
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No. 74464-0-I 

COURT OF APPEALS 
OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON 

DIVISION I 

PUGET SOUND ENERGY, INC., 

Appellant/Cross-Respondent, 

vs. 

EAST BELLEVUE COMMUNITY COUNCIL, 

Respondent/Cross-Appellant, and 

CITY OF BELLEVUE, 

Respondents. 

BRIEF OF RESPONDENT CITY OF BELLEVUE 

CITY OF BELLEVUE 
OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY 

Chad R. Barnes, WSBA No. 30480 
Assistant City Attorney 

Attorney for City of Bellevue 
450 - 110th A venue NE 

Bellevue, WA 98004 
( 425) 452-6829 

-; 
: j 
•. / ,. \. i. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

This matter involves Puget Sound Energy's (PSE) proposal to link 

the Lake Hills and Phantom Lake electrical substations with an additional 

115kV transmission line in order to increase reliability and meet future 

demands. The project underwent over four years of regulatory permit 

analysis before being approved by the City of Bellevue (City). 1 However, 

without consideration of the project as a whole, the East Bellevue 

Community Council (EBCC) disapproved PSE's conditional use permit 

focusing exclusively on the EBCC's own parochial concerns. The City 

requests that the trial court's Order dismissing PSE's LUP A petition be 

reversed and Resolution No. 550 be vacated. 

II. ASSIGMENTS OF ERROR 

The City joins in the assignments of error and legal arguments put 

forth in Puget Sound Energy Inc's Opening Brief. 

III. (PSE) STATEMENT OF THE CASE 

The City incorporates PSE's statement of the case. 

IV. SUMMARY OF ARGUMENT 

The City provides the following brief argument and recitation of 

the facts from the record to assist the Court in understanding the 

PSE originally applied for the project in December, 2011. Prior to its application 
PSE engaged the City for several years regarding siting for the project. Linking the 
Phantom Lake and Lake Hills substations has been part of PSE's Electrical Facilities Plan 
since 1993. AR 76, 81. 
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arguments asserted by PSE and to point out factual errors made by the 

EBCC. 

V. ARGUMENT 

148™ Avenue is not an "Urban Boulevard". 

The City's Comprehensive Plan outlines aspirational goals 

balancing the needs of residential neighborhoods with utilities and a 

coordinated design esthetic. In this matter, the EBCC' s findings in support 

of Resolution No. 550 mischaracterize the nature of 148th A venue under 

the City's Comprehensive Plan. The EBCC's finding No. 9 asserts that 

1481h A venue is an "Urban Boulevard"2 and thus siting electrical facilities 

along the route is incompatible with the Comprehensive Plan. AR 3016-

3020. Simply put, nothing in the City's Comprehensive Plan prevents 

electrical facilities from being sited along 1481h A venue. Instead, the 

City's Comprehensive Plan provides, in part, that the City will: 

Work with Puget Sound Energy to implement the electrical 
service system servicing Bellevue in such a manner that 
new and expanded transmission and substation facilities are 
compatible and consistent with the land use pattern 
established in the Comprehensive Plan. 

UT-72; AR 240. 

2 Notably, the City's Comprehensive Plan does not use the term "urban 
boulevard" nor does it designate 148th Avenue as an "urban boulevard." Instead, the City 
has an urban boulevard's initiative, which is a program that explores ways to improve 
neighborhood livability and character as well as the environment through increased tree 
canopy, natural drainage practices and enhanced streetscapes. I 48th A venue is not part of 
the urban boulevard initiative. 

2 
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Additionally, the City's Comprehensive Plan states: 

Design, construct, and maintain facilities to minimize their 
impact on surround neighborhoods. 

UT-5; AR 237. 

Here, the City undertook a Comprehensive Plan Policy Analysis 

weighing the competing goals, aspirations and policies within the plan. 

The City found that the proposed route along 14gth A venue with over 

$856,740.003 pledged by PSE toward environmental mitigation and 

restoration work was compatible with the Comprehensive Plan. By 

running the proposed transmission lines down a major arterial (148th 

Avenue) the proposal avoids established single family neighborhoods in 

favor or more commercial corridors. See Comprehensive Plan - Policy 

Analysis, AR 236-245. In contrast, the EBCC's findings underlying 

Resolution 550 and disapproving the project do not address the project as 

a whole and focus only on the EBCC's narrow concerns regarding the 

aesthetics of 14gth Avenue. The EBCC's disapproval of this project 

reaches beyond its jurisdiction, affecting over 12,400 citizens served by 

the substations at issue. Many of these customers reside outside the 

EBCC's jurisdiction and thus will not benefit by increase electrical 

reliability due to the EBCC's disapproval. See Staff Report Addressing 

Project Need and Service Area, AR 120-122. 

3 See AR 133. 

3 
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In short, to the extent that the EBCC characterized 14gth A venue as 

an '"urban boulevard" thus suggesting that the street is entitled to special 

protection or consideration under the Comprehensive Plan the EBCC is 

both factual and legally mistaken. Here, by mischaracterizing the nature of 

14gth Avenue, the EBCC attempts to support its not-in-my-backyard 

concerns at the expense of the project and the City as a whole. 

VI. CONCLUSION 

The City joins in positions put for in PSE's Opening Brief and 

requests that the trial court's Order dismissing PSE's LUP A petition be 

reversed and Resolution No. 550 be vacated. 

Dated this 23rd day of May, 2016. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CITY OF BELLEVUE 
OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY 
Lori M. Riordan, City Attorney 

ca~ 
Chad R. Barnes, 30480 
Assistant City Attorney 
Attorney for City of Bellevue 
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DECLARATION OF SERVICE 

I, Kelly M. Thibodeau, declare under penalty of perjury under the 

laws of the State of Washington that on May 23, 2016, I caused BRIEF 

OF RESPONDENT CITY OF BELLEVUE to be served on the persons 

listed below: 

Erin L Anderson 
Rita V. Latsinova 
Sara A. Leverette 
Stoel Rives, LLP 
600 University Street, Suite 3600 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Email: erin.anderson@stoel.com 
Email: rita.latsinova@stoel.com 
Email: sara.leverette@stoel.com 

Dawn Findlay Reitan 
Inslee Best Doezie & Ryder 
P.O. Box 90016 
Bellevue, WA 98009 
Email: dreitan@insleebest.com 

Byway of: 

Kathleen J. Haggard, 
Andrea L. Bradford 
Porter Foster Rorick, LLP 
601 Union Street, Suite 800 
Seattle, WA 98101 
Email: kathleen@pfrwa.com 
Email: andrea@pfrwa.com 

Email and regular U.S. Mail on May 23, 2016. 

DATED at Bellevue, Washington on this 23rd day of May, 2016. 
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No. 74464-0-I
COURT OF APPEALS OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON DIVISION ONE

Puget Sound Energy, Inc. v. E. Bellevue Cmty. Council
Decided Jan 30, 2017

No. 74464-0-I c/w No. 74465-8-I

01-30-2017

PUGET SOUND ENERGY, INC., Appellant/Cross Respondent, v. EAST BELLEVUE COMMUNITY
COUNCIL, a community municipal corporation, Respondent/Cross Appellant, CITY OF BELLEVUE, a first
class city organized pursuant to Washington law, Respondent.

COX, J.

UNPUBLISHED

— The primary issue in this Land Use Petition Act (LUPA) appeal is whether Puget Sound Energy Inc. (PSE)
meets its burden to show that the EBCC's disapproval within its area of the city of Bellevue's approval of a
conditional use permit was improper. Another issue is whether the EBCC lacks authority to review the
shoreline conditional use permit approved by the city of Bellevue. *22

We hold that RCW 35.14.040(3) does not give the EBCC authority to review shoreline conditional use permits
approved by Bellevue. We affirm the trial court decision in this respect.

We also hold that PSE meets its burden under RCW 36.70C.130 to show that the EBCC's disapproval within its
area of Bellevue's approval of PSE's conditional use permit was improper. Accordingly, we reverse the trial
court's decision in this respect.

PSE seeks to improve electrical service reliability in Bellevue by looping an overhead transmission line in its
Lake Hills substation with its Phantom Lake substation. PSE applied to Bellevue for a conditional use permit
and a shoreline conditional use permit to construct a 2.89 mile, 115kV transmission line connecting these two
substations. The proposed line is to run along N.E. 8th Street, 148th Avenue N.E. and S.E., S.E. 16th Street,
and 156th Avenue S.E. This is partially within the EBCC's area.

The EBCC is a community council, established in 1969 when Bellevue annexed the EBCC area. The northern
boundary of this area is N.E. 8th Street. This area also includes 148th Avenue S.E. The service areas for the
two respective substations to be linked by the project are only partially within the EBCC's area.

By virtue of Bellevue's annexation of the EBCC area, RCW 35.14.040 provides the EBCC authority to affect
whether land use ordinances approved by Bellevue become effective within the EBCC area. We discuss this
statute and its application more fully later in this opinion. *33

In October 2014, Bellevue's Development Services Department recommended approval, subject to conditions,
of PSE's application for a conditional use permit and a shoreline conditional use permit. This followed review
of the applications under Washington's State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) and the issuance of a Mitigated

1
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substantial to support his conclusion. Again, without this explanation, we must assume there is no sound basis
for the EBCC's conclusion. Accordingly, substantial evidence does not support paragraph 13 of the EBCC's
resolution.

Paragraph No. 16
PSE argues that this paragraph is not supported by substantial evidence. We agree.

This paragraph of the EBCC's findings and conclusions states:

The project fails to achieve the desired benefit of redundancy because the "loop" cannot be completed
as originally proposed. (Hearing Examiner Report at pp. iv and 36). PSE does not intend to construct
the segment of the project along SE 16  until an unspecified date in the future. (Hearing Examiner
Report at p. 54).   

th

30

30 Administrative Record at 3020-21; Clerk's Papers at 24.

Although not explicitly mentioned in this paragraph, it apparently refers to LUC 20.20.255(E)(4). This
provision requires that the applicant "demonstrate *18  that the proposed electrical utility facility improves
reliability to the customers served and reliability of the system as a whole . . . ."

18
31

31 LUC 20.20.255(E)(4), http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/Bellevue/ (last visited January 17, 2017).

The record shows that Bellevue proposed that PSE "defer[]" construction of the S.E. 16th portion of the line
due to a different city project affecting that area. In the meantime, PSE will install three switches on certain
poles so the power to the Phantom Lake substation "can be switched from north or from the south."

PSE determined that the reliability impact of these switches "won't be as great as the completed project." But
"further reliability improvement for [the] Phantom Lake substation will occur in the future when a second
transmission line segment is added along Southeast 16  to provide a loop feed to the Phantom Lake
substation."

th

32

32 Record of Proceeding (November 20, 2014) at 37.

Ultimately, the hearing examiner recommended that PSE "not be allowed to run a separate new transmission
line down the south side of SE 16  Street." The hearing examiner also concluded that the project satisfied LUC
20.20.255(E)(4). As support for his conclusion, the hearing examiner cited testimony and a letter from PSE's
engineer and a reliability study, which recommended an additional transmission line to the existing substations.

th

Although the current project does not fully achieve the improved reliability result that PSE originally
anticipated, that does not mean that the project fails to *19  "improve[] reliability to the customers served and
reliability of the system as a whole."  The record shows that the project still improves reliability, but not as
much as it would have as originally proposed. The EBCC acknowledges this fact in its brief. Thus, we
conclude there is no substantial evidence to support paragraph 16 of the EBCC's resolution.

19
33

33 LUC 20.20.255(E)(4), http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/Bellevue/ (last visited January 17, 2017).

Decision Outside the EBCC's Authority
PSE argues that the EBCC exceeded its authority by passing Resolution 500. We disagree.

9
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*21

Under RCW 36.70C.130(1)(e), we may grant PSE relief if it establishes that the EBCC's decision "is outside
[EBCC's] authority or jurisdiction." This is a question of law that we review de novo.34

34 See Phoenix Dev., Inc. v. City of Woodinville, 171 Wn.2d 820, 828, 256 P.3d 1150 (2011).

Under RCW 35.14.040(3), the EBCC has the authority to approve or disapprove conditional use permits
approved by Bellevue to the extent of property within the EBCC's area.  But this statute also provides that the
community council's disapproval "shall not affect the application of any ordinance or resolution affecting areas
outside the community municipal corporation."  *20

35

3620

35 See RCW 35.14.040.

36 Id.

Here, the EBCC exercised its authority under RCW 35.14.040(3) to disapprove Bellevue's Ordinance 6226.
The trial court properly concluded that the EBCC's decision was not outside its authority or jurisdiction to the
extent of its area. Thus, the trial court concluded that PSE failed to satisfy its burden under RCW
36.70C.130(1)(e).

PSE makes several arguments in an attempt to show that the EBCC exceeded its authority. We do not address
all of them because it is unnecessary to do so in view of our disposition of this appeal.

This is not the first dispute between these litigants over the application of RCW 35.14.040 to land use issues. In
City of Bellevue v. East Bellevue Community Council, this statute was at issue in connection with the EBCC's
disapproval of certain Bellevue actions.  In that case, the supreme court stated:37

37 138 Wn.2d 937, 939, 983 P.2d 602 (1999).

The obvious purpose of the statute is to place final decision-making power in the community council
where land use regulations affecting property within its jurisdiction are concerned. RCW 35.14.040
provides a community council with authority to independently determine whether to approve or
disapprove land use legislation affecting territory within its jurisdiction , in keeping with the
Legislature's intent to allow local level decision making. Therefore, where there is room for exercise of
discretion as to whether particular land use regulations should be applied to property within the
municipal corporation , the community council must be allowed to exercise that discretion to carry out
the legislative intent underlying RCW 35.14.040.   38

21

38 Id. at 945 (emphasis added).

Here, the EBCC exercised its authority to disapprove within its jurisdiction the conditional use permit
authorized by Bellevue. Thus, the primary question is whether there was room for the EBCC to exercise its
discretion in doing so.

PSE argues, for the first time in its reply brief, that the EBCC "asserts the right to unilaterally affect the
reliability of power to Bellevue homeowners outside its territory." Because PSE makes this argument for the
first time in its reply brief, it is too late for us to consider.  We decline to do so.39

39 See Cowiche Canyon Conservancy v. Bosley, 118 Wn.2d 801, 809, 828 P.2d 549 (1992); RAP 10.3(c).
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However, Bellevue makes a similar argument as a respondent. It argues that the EBCC's decision, if left
standing, would have an extraterritorial affect because it will affect citizens outside the EBCC's area.

As we discussed earlier in this opinion, the area over which EBCC has jurisdiction is bounded on the north by
NE 8th Street. The area includes 148th Avenue S.E., and the service area for the two substations to be linked by
the project are only partially within the EBCC's area.

RCW 35.14.040 provides that the EBCC's disapproval "shall not affect the application of any ordinance or
resolution affecting areas outside the community municipal corporation." Because we hold that PSE has met its
burden to show that the EBCC's resolution is improper, we need not also decide whether the resolution violates
the geographical limitations of this statute. Accordingly, that is an issue left for decision another day. *2222

Clearly Erroneous Application of the Law to the Facts
PSE argues that the EBCC erroneously applied the law to the facts by failing to accord substantial weight to the
hearing examiner's recommendation. In making this argument, PSE focuses on paragraphs 4, 6, 13, and 14 of
the EBCC's findings and conclusions. Because, for the reasons previously stated in this opinion, we focus on
other paragraphs of the resolution, we need not address these arguments.

Erroneous Interpretation of the Law
PSE argues in its opening brief that the EBCC erroneously interpreted the law. PSE fails to state which law the
EBCC erroneously interpreted. Accordingly, we need not address this argument.40

40 See Darkenwald v. Emp't Sec. Dep't, 183 Wn.2d 237, 246, 350 P.3d 647 (2015); RAP 10.3(a)(6).

The parties also argue other issues regarding the conditional use permit in their briefing. Because of our
disposition of this case, we need not address those other arguments.

JURISDICTION TO REVIEW
SHORELINE CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS
On cross appeal, the EBCC argues that the trial court improperly concluded that the EBCC lacks jurisdiction to
approve or disapprove the shoreline conditional use permit granted by Bellevue in this case. We hold that the
plain words of RCW 35.14.040(3) do not give the EBCC jurisdiction to approve or disapprove shoreline
conditional use permits granted by Bellevue. *2323

We interpret statutes to determine and apply the legislature's intent.  The legislature's intent is solely derived
"from the statute's plain language, considering the text of the provision at issue . . . ."

41

42

41 Segura v. Cabrera, 184 Wn.2d 587, 591, 362 P.3d 1278 (2015).

42 Id.

"Where a statute specifically designates the things or classes of things upon which it operates, an inference
arises in law that all things or classes of things omitted from it were intentionally omitted by the legislature
under the maxim expressio unius est exclusio alterius—specific inclusions exclude implication."43

43 Wash. Nat. Gas Co. v. Pub. Util. Dist. No. 1 of Snohomish County, 77 Wn.2d 94, 98, 459 P.2d 633 (1969).

We review de novo questions of statutory interpretation.44

44 Western Plaza, LLC v. Tison, 184 Wn.2d 702, 707, 364 P.3d 76 (2015).
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Pittman, Reilly

From: EBCC

Sent: Thursday, June 24, 2021 9:18 AM

To: Hummer, Betsi; Kasner, Steve; Gooding, Ross; Dhananjaya, Hassan; Epstein, Ron

Cc: Betsi Hummer; kasner4council; Ross Gooding; Hassan Dhananjaya; RON EPSTEIN; Bedwell, Heidi

Subject: FW: Energize Eastside petition signature map

Chair Hummer and EBCC members,  

 

I am forwarding written communication from CENSE regarding PSE’s Energize Eastside project. As this is a quasi-judicial 

matter that will come before the EBCC, this email has also been forwarded to Heidi Bedwell for inclusion in the project 

file as a public comment. It is important that you do not respond to CENSE or have any communication with either PSE 

or project opponents while this matter is pending in order to avoid violating the appearance of fairness doctrine. Please 

contact Chad Barnes if you have any questions. 

 

Karin 

 

Karin Roberts, CMC | Deputy City Clerk 

City of Bellevue | www.bellevuewa.gov | P: 425.452.6806 

 

From: donmarsh@cense.org <donmarsh@cense.org>  

Sent: Wednesday, June 23, 2021 10:40 AM 

To: EBCC <EBCC@bellevuewa.gov> 

Subject: Energize Eastside petition signature map 

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

 

Dear council members, 

 

CENSE submits the following map for inclusion in the public record of EBCC’s courtesy hearing on PSE’s Energize Eastside 

project. 
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Each blue pin shows the location of a Bellevue resident who signed the CENSE petition opposing Energize Eastside. The 

signatures were gathered in person and online during the week before the initial hearing. The online instructions asked 

for signatures only from people living in Lake Hills, but some of the online registrations came from outside EBCC’s 

jurisdiction. If desired, we can filter only addresses within the EBCC boundary, but the raw data demonstrates concern 

from people throughout Bellevue and neighboring cities. 

 

There are 142 locations plotted on this map. However, at this scale, some of the pins are obscured by overlapping pins. 

EBCC’s boundary is shown as a blue line in the map. 

 

If you would like to see a live map, try this URL: 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=1tDjTmZeOxM8XoiSO36c0Yg_7S8wALP75&ll=47.60295322789062%2C-

122.14548207187501&z=14 

 

If you zoom in, you can see more pins in EBCC’s area. If you zoom out, you can see signers who live farther away. While 

opposition to the project is somewhat correlated to proximity from the utility corridor, it’s clear the project isn’t only 

DSD 003179



6

opposed by nearby neighbors with aesthetic or safety concerns. Every PSE electric customer will pay for this project 

through higher bills that will persist for decades. Over the life of the project, these costs could exceed $1,000 per 

customer. 

 

Thank you for your careful consideration of this project on behalf of your constituents. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Don Marsh 

President, CENSE.org 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: EBCC

Sent: Friday, June 4, 2021 8:49 AM

To: Hummer, Betsi; Kasner, Steve; Dhananjaya, Hassan; Gooding, Ross; Epstein, Ron

Cc: Betsi Hummer; kasner4council; Ross Gooding; Hassan Dhananjaya; RON EPSTEIN; Bedwell, Heidi

Subject: FW: Thank You for Energize Eastside Courtesy Hearing

Chair Hummer and EBCC members,  

 

I am forwarding written communication from Curtis Allred regarding PSE’s Energize Eastside project. As this is a quasi-

judicial matter that will come before the EBCC, this email has also been forwarded to Heidi Bedwell for inclusion in the 

project file as a public comment. It is important that you do not respond to Mr. Allred or have any communication with 

either PSE or project opponents while this matter is pending in order to avoid violating the appearance of fairness 

doctrine. Please contact Chad Barnes if you have any questions. 

 

Karin 

 

Karin Roberts, CMC | Deputy City Clerk 

City of Bellevue | www.bellevuewa.gov | P: 425.452.6806 

 

From: CA <curtallred@live.com>  

Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2021 5:11 PM 

To: Hummer, Betsi <BHummer@bellevuewa.gov>; Dhananjaya, Hassan <HDhananjaya@bellevuewa.gov>; Epstein, Ron 

<REpstein@bellevuewa.gov>; Gooding, Ross <RGooding@bellevuewa.gov>; Kasner, Steve <SKasner@bellevuewa.gov>; 

EBCC <EBCC@bellevuewa.gov> 

Subject: Thank You for Energize Eastside Courtesy Hearing 

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

 

Dear EBCC Members, 

Thank you for hosting an excellent Energize Eastside courtesy hearing last Tuesday night, and your willingness to stay 

late to give everyone a chance to speak on this important issue. It is much appreciated. I especially appreciate Chair 

Hummer's and Councilmember Kasner's committment to ensuring citizen input is heard and considered. 

 

Looking forward to more public forums on Energize Eastside. 

 

Sincerely, 

Curtis Allred 
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To Heidi Bedwell, Environmental Planning Mngr, City of Bellevue hbedwell@bellevuewa.gov  6/2/21 

Flyer dated around 5/22/21 ‘Notice of application and public meeting Energize Eastside - North 

Bellevue Segment’ 

My family has lived 2 houses away from your proposed pylon work at NE 48th Place for 19 years. I 

received your flyer and attended the Zoom meeting on 6/2/21.  

1. Why so little notice for such an important meeting immediately after a holiday weekend? I had 

no time to read up on it. The last time I heard much about this project was years ago. 

2. Accessing the Zoom was confused. Why did you not post the meeting link/password in the flyer?  

3. What is the EBCC and what does that have to do with the homeowners living in Bridle Trails? Do 

our elected council members no longer represent our interests here in Bridle Trails?  

4. Having finally accessed the Zoom meeting at 6.30pm, the meeting was immediately adjourned 

until 7.30pm for EBCC to discuss a legal issue. Why not handle this at a later date, so the people 

who were attending from Bridle Trails at such short notice could meet at your announced time?  

5. The meeting continued for 4 hours until 10.30pm, after discussions around whether to delay/go 

ahead, but by that time some folks had to leave to deal with family and other matters. Could 

you please reconsider holding your meeting in a more resident friendly and efficient manner? 

6. The meeting ended with EBCC deciding to hold their discussion around the project at their next 

scheduled meeting on July 6th at 6.30pm. Why are the homeowners in Bridle Trails being held to 

a scheduled meeting for EBCC, which has nothing to do with the Bridle Trails neighborhood? 

This is the first day at work after the holiday weekend and some folks may still be out of town.  

7. Why are you not arranging a separate meeting specifically for Bridle Trails? We are a unique 

neighborhood with our own concerns and should be given the time to be heard. 

8. Please confirm that the current pylons/power line poles are currently 54’-79’high and that PSE 

proposes to replace them with pylons/poles that are 77’-121’ high. Are these heights correct 

and what height specifically is proposed for the trail that runs behind Trails End and Brentwood 

Lane (NE 48th Pl) neighborhoods?  How much deeper will PSE have to dig to install the new 

pylons/poles compared with the current depth? 

9. What is the exact number of trees that PSE will remove next to the trail that runs behind Trails 

End and Brentwood Lane (NE 48th Pl) neighborhoods? Will other vegetation be removed either 

in private yards, or on the trails? Will you be replacing such vegetation with similar? What 

height and type of trees will PSE be planting to replace the trees removed?  

10. Someone mentioned that the pylons/poles will be steel and 4-6’ in diameter – is this correct? 

Again, specifically what diameter are PSE using for the trail that runs behind Trails End and 

Brentwood Lane? Steel of such height and diameter seems more suited to pylons/poles along a 

major road or industrial area rather than our old neighborhoods adjoining ancient woodland. 

11. Will PSE, if the project goes ahead, be carrying out any work nearer to the Olympic Pipeline than 

the current wooden pylons/poles? What safety measures are being put in place to protect the 

Pipeline. It carries gasoline, diesel and large amounts of jet fuel and the nearest fire engine 

equipped to deal with any leak/fire is at SeaTac airport. Will PSE be required to pay for a fire 

engine with jet fuel trained staff, to be based on the eastside to reach any leak/fire quicker? 

12. NE 48th Place is a private road where the Brentwood Lane Property Owners Association owns 

an easement on the trail that is on top of the Olympic Powerline, and under the electricity 

cables at the very west of NE 48th Place. The powerlines that PSE now proposes to replace from 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: EBCC

Sent: Thursday, June 3, 2021 4:49 PM

To: Hummer, Betsi; Kasner, Steve; Gooding, Ross; Dhananjaya, Hassan; Epstein, Ron

Cc: Betsi Hummer; kasner4council; Ross Gooding; Hassan Dhananjaya; RON EPSTEIN; Bedwell, Heidi

Subject: FW: Pushback in East Bellevue

Chair Hummer and EBCC members,  

 

I am forwarding written communication from Gerald Hughes regarding PSE’s Energize Eastside project. As this is a quasi-

judicial matter that will come before the EBCC, this email has also been forwarded to Heidi Bedwell for inclusion in the 

project file as a public comment. It is important that you do not respond to Mr. Hughes or have any communication with 

either PSE or project opponents while this matter is pending in order to avoid violating the appearance of fairness 

doctrine. Please contact Chad Barnes if you have any questions. 

 

Karin 

 

Karin Roberts, CMC | Deputy City Clerk 

City of Bellevue | www.bellevuewa.gov | P: 425.452.6806 

 

From: Gerald Hughes <ghughes@isomedia.com>  

Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2021 12:42 PM 

To: CENSE <mail@cense.org>; EBCC <EBCC@bellevuewa.gov>; Jared Nieuwenhuis <jared@jaredforbellevue.com>; 

Janice Zahn <janicezahn8@gmail.com>; Lynne Robinson <lynnerpt@live.com>; Mindy Garner 

<mindy@eldermove.com>; Warren Halverson <whalvrsn1@frontier.com>; Don Marsh <don.m.marsh@hotmail.com> 

Subject: Re: Pushback in East Bellevue 

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

 

Unfortunately, the BEllevue City Council will continue to support Energise Eastside. The city has always been in bed with 

PSE starting with Puget Power. Even if it makes no sense, and it doesn’t, there will be a reason they have to approve 

it..... usually a legal issue so they don’t have to take responsibility. And of course, even if the EBCC rejected it and then 

won in the courts, PSE will just change the route to avoid EBCC. In the meantime, they will hold some more public 

meeting but public input will be ignored. And so it goes... 

 

On Jun 3, 2021, at 10:00 AM, CENSE <mail@cense.org> wrote:  

  

CENSE Coalition of Eastside Neighborhoods 

for Sensible Energy  

CENSE.org  
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On Tuesday evening, PSE updated members of the East Bellevue Community 

Council on the company’s plans to build Energize Eastside. PSE simply 

recycled the same arguments we’ve heard for the past seven years:  

1. “Look at these old photos! Isn’t it amazing how much the Eastside has 

grown?” 

2. “There will be more trees, not fewer.” 

3. “We’ve been operating next to the pipelines for 50 years – no accidents!” 

PSE didn’t show any graph to demonstrate increasing demand for electricity. Or 

whether the project is needed in winter or summer. Or if new technologies like 

solar panels and batteries might provide a better future for the Eastside.  
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PSE’s sole argument for Energize Eastside: “Look how we’ve grown!” 

Following PSE’s presentation, 23 speakers testified 

in opposition to the project. Energize Eastside is 

old technology based on inaccurate and out-of-

date forecasts. It would cost customers over ONE 

BILLION dollars during its lifetime. 

PSE’s presentation ignored all these concerns. 

As time grew late, council members voted to 

Follow Us 
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postpone the rest of the hearing until the council 

meets on July 6. At that time, councilors will 

discuss the project and ask questions. Another 

informational meeting is planned for the North 

Bellevue Segment next fall, and the land use 

hearing will be held after that. Stay tuned!  

Help Us 

Donate 

Volunteer 

View this email in your browser 

Copyright © 2021 CENSE, All rights reserved. 

You are receiving this email because you signed up for newsletter updates at our website. 

Our mailing address is: 

CENSE  

12819 SE 38th St. #294 

Bellevue, Wa 98006 

Add us to your address book 
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unsubscribe from this list update subscription preferences  
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Pittman, Reilly

From: Barbara Hughes <barbara_hughes@hotmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, June 2, 2021 7:54 PM

To: Bedwell, Heidi

Cc: William Barnes; Linda Treece; debbieatbcds@gmail.com; info@cense.org; llopez@mstarlabs.com

Subject: Energize Eastside, Bridle Trails, meeting 6/1/21

Attachments: Letter by email to COB re Power lines.docx

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 
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To Heidi Bedwell, Environmental Planning Mngr, City of Bellevue hbedwell@bellevuewa.gov  6/2/21 

Flyer dated around 5/22/21 ‘Notice of application and public meeting Energize Eastside - North 

Bellevue Segment’ 

My family has lived 2 houses away from your proposed pylon work at NE 48th Place for 19 years. I 

received your flyer and attended the Zoom meeting on 6/2/21.  

1. Why so little notice for such an important meeting immediately after a holiday weekend? I had

no time to read up on it. The last time I heard much about this project was years ago.

2. Accessing the Zoom was confused. Why did you not post the meeting link/password in the flyer?

3. What is the EBCC and what does that have to do with the homeowners living in Bridle Trails? Do

our elected council members no longer represent our interests here in Bridle Trails?

4. Having finally accessed the Zoom meeting at 6.30pm, the meeting was immediately adjourned

until 7.30pm for EBCC to discuss a legal issue. Why not handle this at a later date, so the people

who were attending from Bridle Trails at such short notice could meet at your announced time?

5. The meeting continued for 4 hours until 10.30pm, after discussions around whether to delay/go

ahead, but by that time some folks had to leave to deal with family and other matters. Could

you please reconsider holding your meeting in a more resident friendly and efficient manner?

6. The meeting ended with EBCC deciding to hold their discussion around the project at their next

scheduled meeting on July 6th at 6.30pm. Why are the homeowners in Bridle Trails being held to

a scheduled meeting for EBCC, which has nothing to do with the Bridle Trails neighborhood?

This is the first day at work after the holiday weekend and some folks may still be out of town.

7. Why are you not arranging a separate meeting specifically for Bridle Trails? We are a unique

neighborhood with our own concerns and should be given the time to be heard.

8. Please confirm that the current pylons/power line poles are currently 54’-79’high and that PSE

proposes to replace them with pylons/poles that are 77’-121’ high. Are these heights correct

and what height specifically is proposed for the trail that runs behind Trails End and Brentwood

Lane (NE 48th Pl) neighborhoods?  How much deeper will PSE have to dig to install the new

pylons/poles compared with the current depth?

9. What is the exact number of trees that PSE will remove next to the trail that runs behind Trails

End and Brentwood Lane (NE 48th Pl) neighborhoods? Will other vegetation be removed either

in private yards, or on the trails? Will you be replacing such vegetation with similar? What

height and type of trees will PSE be planting to replace the trees removed?

10. Someone mentioned that the pylons/poles will be steel and 4-6’ in diameter – is this correct?

Again, specifically what diameter are PSE using for the trail that runs behind Trails End and

Brentwood Lane? Steel of such height and diameter seems more suited to pylons/poles along a

major road or industrial area rather than our old neighborhoods adjoining ancient woodland.

11. Will PSE, if the project goes ahead, be carrying out any work nearer to the Olympic Pipeline than

the current wooden pylons/poles? What safety measures are being put in place to protect the

Pipeline. It carries gasoline, diesel and large amounts of jet fuel and the nearest fire engine

equipped to deal with any leak/fire is at SeaTac airport. Will PSE be required to pay for a fire

engine with jet fuel trained staff, to be based on the eastside to reach any leak/fire quicker?

12. NE 48th Place is a private road where the Brentwood Lane Property Owners Association owns

an easement on the trail that is on top of the Olympic Powerline, and under the electricity

cables at the very west of NE 48th Place. The powerlines that PSE now proposes to replace from

DSD 003189
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115kV to 230kV. This trail is in regular use by the homeowners in Brentwood Lane, and the 

surrounding neighbors. In beautiful Bridle Trails neighbors enjoy the trees and nature for 

exercise, to ride in the State Park, to walk their dogs and to chat with everyone they meet. The 

trails are heavily used and enjoyed. For us, this is an important part of why we moved here.  

13. Where can I find more information regarding the many comments from speakers alleging that 

PSE’s future projections for peak capacity are out of date and that there is no need for this 

upgrade? This is the first I have heard of this. Has the CoB produced any literature or 

calculations itself around this? It seems to be a fundamental difference of opinion.  

14. Finally, what thought has been given to instead promoting solar panels, battery storage and the 

like rather than bigger power lines/pylons/poles?   

Sincerely, 

 

Barbara (and Richard) Hughes 

13709 NE 48th Pl, Bellevue WA98005       barbara_hughes@hotmail.com 

 

CC Brentwood Lane Property Owners Association (HOA for Ne 48th Pl.) President – William Barnes   

williambarnesconsulting@gmail.com 

BLPOA Secretary – Linda Treece   ljtreece@comcast.net 

Trails End Neighborhood HOA   Deborah Hayes, Governor   debbieatbcds@gmail.com 

CENSE (Cense.org  Coalition for Eastside Neighborhoods for Sensible Energy)   info@cense.org 

Bridle Trails Community Club   llopez@mstarlabs.com 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: EBCC

Sent: Wednesday, June 2, 2021 4:27 PM

To: Hummer, Betsi; Kasner, Steve; Gooding, Ross; Dhananjaya, Hassan; Epstein, Ron

Cc: Betsi Hummer; kasner4council; Ross Gooding; Hassan Dhananjaya; RON EPSTEIN; Bedwell, Heidi

Subject: FW: EBCC Courtesy Hearing Information

Chair Hummer and EBCC members, 

I am forwarding written communication from John Ellis regarding PSE’s Energize Eastside project. As this is a quasi-

judicial matter that will come before the EBCC, this email has also been forwarded to Heidi Bedwell for inclusion in the 

project file as a public comment. It is important that you do not respond to Mr. Ellis or have any communication with 

either PSE or project opponents while this matter is pending in order to avoid violating the appearance of fairness 

doctrine. Please contact Chad Barnes if you have any questions. 

Karin 

Karin Roberts, CMC | Deputy City Clerk 

City of Bellevue | www.bellevuewa.gov | P: 425.452.6806 

From: John Ellis <LOWTONEONE@msn.com>  

Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2021 10:17 PM 

To: EBCC <EBCC@bellevuewa.gov> 

Subject: Re: EBCC Courtesy Hearing Information 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

Thank you for your dedication and for extending the meeting! 

I hope EBCC has some influence with the City of Bellevue, but I fear the project will get built regardless of what we want. 

Thank you again, 

John Ellis 

Sent from my iPad 

On 1 Jun 2021, at 16:49, EBCC <EBCC@bellevuewa.gov> wrote: 

Hi John, 

The East Bellevue Community Council values community input and looks forward to hearing from you 

during its virtual courtesy hearing on June 1.  

The meeting will be conducted via Zoom. I have included the webinar ID and password below, as well as 

a direct link. FYI - You will likely still need the password even if you use the link.  

At the appropriate time, I will call your name and then unmute you. Once we have confirmed that we 

can hear you, your time will begin. You will be allowed 3 minutes to make your statement. You will see a 
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timer on the screen (assuming you connect with a computer) counting down. When you reach 0:00 you 

will have reached the end of your time. If you will be connecting to the meeting via a phone, please let 

me know and I will provide you the phone number to call in. 

 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

 

Webinar ID: 910 8566 2473 

Passcode: 397373 

https://cityofbellevue.zoom.us/j/91085662473 

 

 

Karin Roberts, CMC | Deputy City Clerk 

City of Bellevue | www.bellevuewa.gov | P: 425.452.6806 

 

From: itdwebteam@bellevuewa.gov <itdwebteam@bellevuewa.gov>  

Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2021 3:43 PM 

To: EBCC <EBCC@bellevuewa.gov> 

Subject: Webform submission from: EBCC Public Hearing 

 

Submitted on Tue, 06/01/2021 - 15:42 

Submitted by: Anonymous 

Submitted values are: 

Meeting Selection 

Courtesy Hearing B 

 

Name 

John Ellis 

 

Preferred method of contact for this meeting 

Phone 

 

Preferred method of contact for notice of future hearings on this topic 

Email 

 

Email 

lowtoneone@msn.com 

 

Phone 

206-947-0106 

 

Address 

2230 135th PL SE 

Bellevue, Washington. 98005 

 

 

{Empty} 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: EBCC

Sent: Wednesday, June 2, 2021 4:25 PM

To: Hummer, Betsi; Kasner, Steve; Gooding, Ross; Dhananjaya, Hassan; Epstein, Ron

Cc: Betsi Hummer; kasner4council; Ross Gooding; Hassan Dhananjaya; RON EPSTEIN; Bedwell, Heidi

Subject: FW: Speaking at tonight’s meeting and need Zoom link

Chair Hummer and EBCC members,  

 

I am forwarding written communication from Anne Newcomb regarding PSE’s Energize Eastside project. As this is a 

quasi-judicial matter that will come before the EBCC, this email has also been forwarded to Heidi Bedwell for inclusion in 

the project file as a public comment. It is important that you do not respond to Ms. Newcomb or have any 

communication with either PSE or project opponents while this matter is pending in order to avoid violating the 

appearance of fairness doctrine. Please contact Chad Barnes if you have any questions. 

 

Karin 

 

Karin Roberts, CMC | Deputy City Clerk 

City of Bellevue | www.bellevuewa.gov | P: 425.452.6806 

 

From: Anne Newcomb <anne@annenewcomb.net>  

Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2021 10:06 PM 

To: EBCC <EBCC@bellevuewa.gov> 

Subject: Re: Speaking at tonight’s meeting and need Zoom link 

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

 

Thanks for extending your meeting to hear our comments! Sending my comment just in case you need it. 
Anne 

 

Hello, my name is Anne Newcomb and I am co lead of the WA clean energy coalition and a member of the WA 
State Sierra Club energy committee. 
 

Thank you for taking time to hear our concerns on this very important issue. Energize Eastside will adversely 
affect many Eastside residents and pose a danger to the neighborhoods as well as waste ratepayer money all 
for an unlikely situation that has not yet happened. 
 

I have attended most of PSE’s 2021 Integrated Resource Plan meetings and have been happy to see PSE”s 
focus on efficiency and am impressed with the huge reduction in demand with these efforts over the next 10 
years including peak demands. 
 

Investing in distributed clean energy like local solar and battery storage can also help meet peak demands 
without the need to build new local transmission lines. 
It also has the added benefit of helping PSE reach the Clean Energy Transformation Act requirements and will 
help locally With Bellevue’s K4C emissions reduction goals. Solar energy has reduced in price by nearly 70% 
since 2013 and battery storage has dropped in price nearly 80% and is still dropping. PSE has not factored 
price and efficiency improvements of solar and batteries into their analysis and the last study completed by 
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PSE for Energize Eastside was in 2015. Local Solar and Batteries combined can help meet both summer and 
winter peak demand which is a much better solution than Energize Eastside. 
 

Please use your power to reject this unnecessary, dangerous wasteful project and move us into a safer, 
brighter, and cleaner future. 
 

 

On Jun 1, 2021, at 5:16 PM, EBCC <EBCC@bellevuewa.gov> wrote: 

 

Hi Anne, 

 

I just sent you the connection details for the meeting. Please let me know if you did not receive the 

email. 

 

Karin 

 

Karin Roberts, CMC | Deputy City Clerk 

City of Bellevue | www.bellevuewa.gov | P: 425.452.6806 

 

-----Original Message----- 

From: Anne Newcomb <anne@annenewcomb.net>  

Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2021 5:08 PM 

To: EBCC <EBCC@bellevuewa.gov> 

Subject: Speaking at tonight’s meeting and need Zoom link 

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. 

Do not click or open suspicious links or attachments. 

 

 

Hi, 

 

I signed up to speak at tonight’s hearing the other day in regards to Energize Eastside and did not see an 

email with the meeting details so I just signed up again. 

 

How shall I go about getting meeting details like the Link? 

 

Thanks for your help and looking forward t seeing you tonight! 

 

Anne Newcomb 

 

Sent from my iPad 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: EBCC

Sent: Wednesday, June 2, 2021 4:24 PM

To: Hummer, Betsi; Kasner, Steve; Gooding, Ross; Dhananjaya, Hassan; Epstein, Ron

Cc: Betsi Hummer; kasner4council; Ross Gooding; Hassan Dhananjaya; RON EPSTEIN; Bedwell, Heidi

Subject: FW: Energize Eastside North Segment comments for June 1, 2021 Courtesy Meeting

Chair Hummer and EBCC members,  

 

I am forwarding written communication from Curtis Allred regarding PSE’s Energize Eastside project. As this is a quasi-

judicial matter that will come before the EBCC, this email has also been forwarded to Heidi Bedwell for inclusion in the 

project file as a public comment. It is important that you do not respond to Mr. Allred or have any communication with 

either PSE or project opponents while this matter is pending in order to avoid violating the appearance of fairness 

doctrine. Please contact Chad Barnes if you have any questions. 

 

Karin 

 

Karin Roberts, CMC | Deputy City Clerk 

City of Bellevue | www.bellevuewa.gov | P: 425.452.6806 

 

From: CA <curtallred@live.com>  

Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2021 9:54 PM 

To: EBCC <EBCC@bellevuewa.gov> 

Subject: Energize Eastside North Segment comments for June 1, 2021 Courtesy Meeting 

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

 

(This is a written version of comments delivered verbally during the Courtesy Meeting tonight) 

 

Dear East Bellevue Community Council, 

I have been a Bellevue resident for 15 years, and have been following Energize Eastside for about half of that... since 

2014 when I participated in the original Community Advisory Group meetings. I also participated in the EIS process, 

which involved dozens of public meetings. For the past 2 years I have attended all the permit application hearing 

meetings in Bellevue and Renton, and anticipating an upcoming hearing in Newcastle. 

 

Over the years I have become convinced that this project is not needed, based on critical data revealed by CENSE and 

other third-party sources, and based on PSE's evasive posture and conflicting marketing material. I believe PSE is pursing 

the project purely for financial gains for their shareholders. 

 

Other speakers have provided details on these points as well as explaining how dangerous and destructive the project is, 

and rather than repeating those points, I will keep it short by simply concurring with their statements. 

 

It's shameful that this project is still on the table, after years of falling power demand, and the introduction of new grid 

and power generation technologies. We should be investing in these modern technologies to improve the reliability and 

de-carbonize our energy supply, rather building massive, outdated infrastructure projects. 

 

Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 
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Curtis Allred 

13609 SE 43rd Pl, Bellevue 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: EBCC

Sent: Tuesday, June 1, 2021 4:48 PM

To: Hummer, Betsi; Kasner, Steve; Gooding, Ross; Dhananjaya, Hassan; Epstein, Ron

Cc: Betsi Hummer; kasner4council; Ross Gooding; Hassan Dhananjaya; RON EPSTEIN; Bedwell, Heidi

Subject: FW: Energize Eastside North Segment June 1/2021 Publiclic Meeting File 21-104991 LB and 

21-104989 LO

Chair Hummer and EBCC members,  

 

I am forwarding written communication from Norm Hansen regarding PSE’s Energize Eastside project. As this is a quasi-

judicial matter that will come before the EBCC, this email has also been forwarded to Heidi Bedwell for inclusion in the 

project file as a public comment. It is important that you do not respond to Mr. Hansen or have any communication with 

either PSE or project opponents while this matter is pending in order to avoid violating the appearance of fairness 

doctrine. Please contact Chad Barnes if you have any questions. 

 

Karin 

 

Karin Roberts, CMC | Deputy City Clerk 

City of Bellevue | www.bellevuewa.gov | P: 425.452.6806 

 

From: NORMAN HANSEN <hansennp@aol.com>  

Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2021 3:18 PM 

To: EBCC <EBCC@bellevuewa.gov> 

Cc: BTCCBoard@googlegroups.com 

Subject: Energize Eastside North Segment June 1/2021 Publiclic Meeting File 21-104991 LB and 21-104989 LO 

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

 

 

Subject: Reason Why the EBCC Should Deny the North Segment Permit 

 

Point 1/ Land Use Code:The described Electrical Facility does not meet 
Bellevue's Land Use code 20.20.255. "Where feasible, the preferred site 
alternative identified in subsection D.2.d of this section is located within 
the land use district requiring additional service and residential land use 
districts are avoided when the proposed new or expanded electrical 

utility facility serves a nonresidential land use district" 

PSE has not provided data to show the need in residential land use 
districts such as Lake Hills and Bridle Trails. 
 

Point 2/ EQUITY: Bridle Bridle Trails Subarea of residential housing 
already has six(6) High Voltage Transmission Lines including two(2) sub 
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stations with a third sub station planned. In addition, a switching station 
in Bridle Trails is planned if EE North segment is built. 
Compare this with the downtown core with no overhead transmissions 
lines and no substations. 
PSE has already used this route for about 100 years when it was initially 
open country. Now this facility is outdated and does not meet the future 
vision of a modern city. Enough is Enough. It is time to consider other 
modern alternatives. 
My name is Norman Hansen 3851 136th Ave.NE, Bellevue,98005: 
Integrated Resource Plan Technical Member; PSE Citizens Advisory 

group(2013) and Bellevue Annual Electrical Reliability Workshop. BSEE 
Michigan State University 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: EBCC

Sent: Tuesday, June 1, 2021 2:28 PM

To: Hummer, Betsi; Kasner, Steve; Gooding, Ross; Dhananjaya, Hassan; Epstein, Ron

Cc: Betsi Hummer; kasner4council; Ross Gooding; Hassan Dhananjaya; RON EPSTEIN; Bedwell, Heidi

Subject: FW: Written Comments - EBCC Energize Eastside Hearing, June 1, 2021

Attachments: EBCC - Braun Energize Eastside Comments June 1 2021s.pdf

Chair Hummer and EBCC members,  

 

I am forwarding written communication from Barbara Braun regarding PSE’s Energize Eastside project. As this is a quasi-

judicial matter that will come before the EBCC, this email has also been forwarded to Heidi Bedwell for inclusion in the 

project file as a public comment. It is important that you do not respond to Ms. Braun or have any communication with 

either PSE or project opponents while this matter is pending in order to avoid violating the appearance of fairness 

doctrine. Please contact Chad Barnes if you have any questions. 

 

Karin 

 

Karin Roberts, CMC | Deputy City Clerk 

City of Bellevue | www.bellevuewa.gov | P: 425.452.6806 

 

From: b braun <bbraun@live.com>  

Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2021 1:59 PM 

To: EBCC <EBCC@bellevuewa.gov> 

Cc: b braun <bbraun@live.com> 

Subject: Written Comments - EBCC Energize Eastside Hearing, June 1, 2021 

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

 

Attached are the comments I will present this evening - East Bellevue Community Council Courtesy Hearing, Energize 

Eastside - North Bellevue Segment Public Commen 

 

 

Barbara Braun 

13609 SE 43rd Place 

206-280-7308 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: EBCC

Sent: Tuesday, June 1, 2021 10:58 AM

To: Hummer, Betsi; Kasner, Steve; Gooding, Ross; Dhananjaya, Hassan; Epstein, Ron

Cc: Betsi Hummer; kasner4council; Ross Gooding; Hassan Dhananjaya; RON EPSTEIN; Bedwell, Heidi

Subject: FW: Comments regarding PSE's Energize Eastside project

Chair Hummer and EBCC members,   

 

I am forwarding written communication from Tess McMillan regarding PSE’s Energize Eastside project. As this is a quasi-

judicial matter that will come before the EBCC, this email has also been forwarded to Heidi Bedwell for inclusion in the 

project file as a public comment. It is important that you do not respond to Ms. McMillan or have any communication 

with either PSE or project opponents while this matter is pending in order to avoid violating the appearance of fairness 

doctrine. Please contact Chad Barnes if you have any questions. 

 

Karin 

 

Karin Roberts, CMC | Deputy City Clerk 

City of Bellevue | www.bellevuewa.gov | P: 425.452.6806 

 

-----Original Message----- 

From: Tess McMillan <tessmcm@gmail.com>  

Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2021 10:38 AM 

To: EBCC <EBCC@bellevuewa.gov> 

Subject: Comments regarding PSE's Energize Eastside project 

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or 

open suspicious links or attachments. 

 

 

Dear EBCC: 

 

As a homeowner in Bellevue (Sherwood Forest neighborhood), I am completely against PSE's Energize Eastside project. I 

understand you will be meeting tonight to discuss the project. 

 

I don't even know where to begin to describe what I think is wrong with this project, there are so many wrong issues. I 

would like to list my comments against the project ahead of your meeting tonight. 

 

I'll list my issues as bullet points: 

 

Destroys the environment and tree canopy. The tree canopy cannot be recovered. 

Utilizes invasive, dangerous, as well as outdated/outmoded technology. 

Uses technology that has been linked to cancer. 

Is not a sustainable solution. 

Is ugly. A complete blight on our neighborhoods. 

Is putting the solution to a region's needs (and we haven't all agreed there is a need) in the backyard of only some of us. 

Is fostered by a for-profit corporation headquartered outside the Pacific NW (headquartered outside the U.S., even!) 

that is not under the control of the public. 

Takes away our choice and control. 
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I do not agree that we need this project and I don't think it is just. 

If you are voting about the project tonight I urge you to deny the project/permitting of the project. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Tess McMillan 

Bellevue, WA 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: EBCC

Sent: Monday, May 31, 2021 7:14 PM

To: Hummer, Betsi; Kasner, Steve; Gooding, Ross; Dhananjaya, Hassan; Epstein, Ron

Cc: Hummer, Betsi; kasner4council; Ross Gooding; Hassan Dhananjaya; RON EPSTEIN; Bedwell, Heidi

Subject: FW: SUPPORT the PSE's Energize Eastside transmission upgrade

Chair Hummer and EBCC members,  

 

I am forwarding written communication from Dr. Y Kravchenko regarding PSE’s Energize Eastside project. As this is a 

quasi-judicial matter that will come before the EBCC, this email has also been forwarded to Heidi Bedwell for inclusion in 

the project file as a public comment. It is important that you do not respond to Dr. Y Kravchenko or have any 

communication with either PSE or project opponents while this matter is pending in order to avoid violating the 

appearance of fairness doctrine. Please contact Chad Barnes if you have any questions. 

 

Karin 

 

Karin Roberts, CMC | Deputy City Clerk 

City of Bellevue | www.bellevuewa.gov | P: 425.452.6806 

 

From: Raev 111 <raev111@outlook.com>  

Sent: Monday, May 31, 2021 2:25 PM 

To: EBCC <EBCC@bellevuewa.gov>; Roberts, Karin <KRoberts@bellevuewa.gov> 

Cc: Hummer, Betsi <BHummer@bellevuewa.gov>; Dhananjaya, Hassan <HDhananjaya@bellevuewa.gov>; Epstein, Ron 

<REpstein@bellevuewa.gov>; Gooding, Ross <RGooding@bellevuewa.gov>; Kasner, Steve <SKasner@bellevuewa.gov> 

Subject: SUPPORT the PSE's Energize Eastside transmission upgrade 

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

 

Dear East Bellevue Community Council (EBCC),  
 

 

I am a property owner (2107 138th Ave SE, Bellevue, WA) who currently has two sets of power lines in my 
backyard and therefore am directly affected by the Energize Eastside project.  
I believe that opinion of the residents, who are affected the most by the project due to having power 
lines on their property, should carry more weight and have more impact than the opinion of residents 
who are not directly affected by the project. 
 

I SUPPORT the PSE's Energize Eastside transmission upgrade because I believe that it will greatly 
improve safety of residents who have electrical wires on their properties and close to their homes. I 
kindly ask EBCC to ALLOW the permits for PSE's Energize Eastside project.  
 

A group of people called CENSE, who are indirectly or not at all affected by the project, have been 
encouraging everyone (including people who do not live in the area) to sign a petition against the project while 
providing insufficient or limited information to support their stand. 
 

CENSE claims that the project will destroy significant trees in Lake Hills and install poles 20-30 feet taller than 
existing poles - all of these actions are justified since human life and safety are more important! 
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CENSE claims that the project will raise electricity bills for many decades - this is a justifiable cost since safety 
of residents who had given easements for power lines, making it possible for other residents to even have 
electricity, will be greatly improved. For many years the quality and safety of life of residents who have power 
lines on their property has been diminished with no compensation. 
 

CENSE claims that the project won't preserve or protect the quality of life in Lake Hills - this is completely false 
since this project will improve the quality of life of residents who have electrical wires on their property, whose 
life is much more affected by the project than the lives of all other residents. 
 

In conclusion, I believe that CENSE does not take into consideration the safety of residents who have power 
lines on their property and who's safety will be greatly improved by this project. Therefore I kindly request 
EBCC not to take CENSE petition into consideration. 
 

Thank you, 
Dr. Y Kravchenko 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: EBCC

Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2021 10:55 PM

To: Hummer, Betsi; Kasner, Steve; Gooding, Ross; Dhananjaya, Hassan; Epstein, Ron

Cc: Betsi Hummer; kasner4council; Ross Gooding; Hassan Dhananjaya; RON EPSTEIN; Bedwell, Heidi

Subject: FW: Lake Hills resident shares reasons to oppose new PSE transmission lines

Attachments: 21-05-27, msg to East Blv. Council on PSE transmission line.pdf

Chair Hummer and EBCC members,  

 

I am forwarding written communication from Court Olson regarding PSE’s Energize Eastside project. As this is a quasi-

judicial matter that will come before the EBCC, this email has also been forwarded to Heidi Bedwell for inclusion in the 

project file as a public comment. It is important that you do not respond to Mr. Olson or have any communication with 

either PSE or project opponents while this matter is pending in order to avoid violating the appearance of fairness 

doctrine. Please contact Chad Barnes if you have any questions. 

 

Karin 

 

Karin Roberts, CMC | Deputy City Clerk 

City of Bellevue | www.bellevuewa.gov | P: 425.452.6806 

 

From: Court Olson <court.olson@yahoo.com>  

Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2021 8:18 PM 

To: Hummer, Betsi <BHummer@bellevuewa.gov>; Dhananjaya, Hassan <HDhananjaya@bellevuewa.gov>; Epstein, Ron 

<REpstein@bellevuewa.gov>; Gooding, Ross <RGooding@bellevuewa.gov>; Kasner, Steve <SKasner@bellevuewa.gov> 

Cc: EBCC <EBCC@bellevuewa.gov> 

Subject: Lake Hills resident shares reasons to oppose new PSE transmission lines 

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

 

Hello East Bellevue Community Council Members. 
 
As one of your constituents, I'm writing to share my rather unique background and perspective on the 
transmission line project PSE proposes to put through our community. I urge you to vote against 
permitting it. 
 
I'll appreciate you taking the time to read my attached letter on that subject. 
 
Thank you.  
 
Court Olson  
425-652-2777 (cell) 
 
My 2021 PS: If we don't act decisively today to curb GHG emissions, we will seriously affect the 
happiness and health of our kids' grandchildren. Their climate future is in your hands!  
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Pittman, Reilly

From: EBCC

Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2021 10:53 PM

To: Betsi Hummer; kasner4council; Ross Gooding; Hassan Dhananjaya; RON EPSTEIN

Cc: Bedwell, Heidi

Subject: FW: Citizen Petition to EBCC regarding Energize Eastside

Attachments: ebcc-petition-2021-05-27.pdf

Chair Hummer and EBCC members,  

 

I am forwarding written communication from CENSE regarding PSE’s Energize Eastside project. As this is a quasi-judicial 

matter that will come before the EBCC, this email has also been forwarded to Heidi Bedwell for inclusion in the project 

file as a public comment. It is important that you do not respond to CENSE or have any communication with either PSE 

or project opponents while this matter is pending in order to avoid violating the appearance of fairness doctrine. Please 

contact Chad Barnes if you have any questions. 

 

Karin 

 

Karin Roberts, CMC | Deputy City Clerk 

City of Bellevue | www.bellevuewa.gov | P: 425.452.6806 

 

From: outreach@cense.org <outreach@cense.org>  

Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2021 4:51 PM 

To: Hummer, Betsi <BHummer@bellevuewa.gov>; Dhananjaya, Hassan <HDhananjaya@bellevuewa.gov>; Epstein, Ron 

<REpstein@bellevuewa.gov>; Gooding, Ross <RGooding@bellevuewa.gov>; Kasner, Steve <SKasner@bellevuewa.gov>; 

EBCC <EBCC@bellevuewa.gov> 

Cc: Rick Aramburu <Rick@aramburu-eustis.com> 

Subject: Citizen Petition to EBCC regarding Energize Eastside 

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

 

Dear East Bellevue Community Council members, 
 

Attached is a compilation of Lake Hills residents who have signed a petition stating they are opposed to 
Energize Eastside in Lake Hills, and requesting the EBCC work to deny its permitting. We believe this to be 

a small sampling of the many residents who stand opposed. Your constituents are grateful you are being 
called upon to evaluate and assess the justifications and claims for this project and to represent the 

residents in this permitting matter. 

 
Thank you, 

CENSE Board 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: EBCC

Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2021 10:51 PM

To: Hummer, Betsi; Kasner, Steve; Gooding, Ross; Dhananjaya, Hassan; Epstein, Ron

Cc: Betsi Hummer; kasner4council; Ross Gooding; Hassan Dhananjaya; RON EPSTEIN; Bedwell, Heidi

Subject: FW: Energize Eastside Eastside Bellevue public comment 

Attachments: Energize Eastside Land Use Public Comment.docx

Chair Hummer and EBCC members,  

 

I am forwarding written communication from Lara Prior regarding PSE’s Energize Eastside project. As this is a quasi-

judicial matter that will come before the EBCC, this email has also been forwarded to Heidi Bedwell for inclusion in the 

project file as a public comment. It is important that you do not respond to Ms. Prior or have any communication with 

either PSE or project opponents while this matter is pending in order to avoid violating the appearance of fairness 

doctrine. Please contact Chad Barnes if you have any questions. 

 

Karin 

 

 

Karin Roberts, CMC | Deputy City Clerk 

City of Bellevue | www.bellevuewa.gov | P: 425.452.6806 

 

From: Lara Prior <lara.prior@outlook.com>  

Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2021 4:51 PM 

To: EBCC <EBCC@bellevuewa.gov> 

Subject: Energize Eastside Eastside Bellevue public comment  

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

 

13606 SE 3rd PL 

Bellevue, WA 98005 

May 27, 2021 

 

Dear East Bellevue City Council, 

 

I am writing you ask that you reject the requested permits by PSE in Bellevue for the Energize Eastside project. 

 

I believe this project will be unsafe due to the proximity to fuel pipelines, have a detrimental impact on the 

environment, trees and wildlife. I believe this project will increase exposure to harmful radiation and put citizen’s health 

at risk. 

 

The current voltage is considered medium this project would increase to a very high transmission, one that could be 

considered harmful to human health. 

Based on years of careful research by volunteers of CENSE and industry experts, I believe Energize Eastside:  

WILL  

- destroy over 2,000 significant trees in Lake Hills and install poles 20-30 feet taller than existing poles.  

DSD 003219
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- construct dangerous high voltage lines near aging Olympic fuel pipelines.  

- raise our electricity bills for many decades. 

WON'T  

- preserve and protect the beauty or quality of life in Lake Hills.  

- improve reliability of electricity for Lake Hills residents.  

- increase availability of safe, clean energy for any PSE customer. 

I urge the East Bellevue City Council to protect the homeowners in this community we call home.  

 

Sincerely, 

Lara Prior 

Homeowner in Bellevue for 10 years in Glendale. 

 

DSD 003220



           13606 SE 3rd PL 
           Bellevue, WA 98005 
           May 27, 2021 
 
Dear East Bellevue City Council, 

 
I am writing you to ask that you reject the requested permits by PSE in Bellevue for the Energize Eastside project. 
 
I believe this project will be unsafe due to the proximity to fuel pipelines, have a detrimental impact on the 
environment, trees and wildlife. I believe this project will increase exposure to harmful radiation and put citizen’s health 
at risk. 
 
The current voltage is considered medium this project would increase to a very high transmission, one that is considered 
harmful to human health. 

Based on years of careful research by volunteers of CENSE and industry experts, I believe Energize Eastside:  

WILL  
- destroy over 2,000 significant trees in Lake Hills and install poles 20-30 feet taller than existing poles.  
- construct dangerous high voltage lines near aging Olympic fuel pipelines.  
- raise our electricity bills for many decades. 

WON'T  
- preserve and protect the beauty or quality of life in Lake Hills.  
- improve reliability of electricity for Lake Hills residents.  
- increase availability of safe, clean energy for any PSE customer. 

I urge the city of Bellevue to protect the homeowners in this community we call home. 
 
Sincerely, 
Lara Prior 
Homeowner in Bellevue for 10 years in Glendale. 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: EBCC

Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2021 10:49 PM

To: Hummer, Betsi; Kasner, Steve; Gooding, Ross; Dhananjaya, Hassan; Epstein, Ron

Cc: Betsi Hummer; kasner4council; Ross Gooding; Hassan Dhananjaya; RON EPSTEIN; Bedwell, Heidi

Subject: FW: CENSE comment for June 1 Energize Eastside meeting

Attachments: Energize Eastside in East Bellevue.pdf

Chair Hummer and EBCC council members,  

 

I am forwarding written communication from Don Marsh/CENSE regarding PSE’s Energize Eastside project. As this is a 

quasi-judicial matter that will come before the EBCC, this email has also been forwarded to Heidi Bedwell for inclusion in 

the project file as a public comment. It is important that you do not respond to Mr. Marsh/CENSE or have any 

communication with either PSE or project opponents while this matter is pending in order to avoid violating the 

appearance of fairness doctrine. Please contact Chad Barnes if you have any questions. 

 

Karin 

 

Karin Roberts, CMC | Deputy City Clerk 

City of Bellevue | www.bellevuewa.gov | P: 425.452.6806 

 

From: donmarsh@cense.org <donmarsh@cense.org>  

Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2021 4:18 PM 

To: EBCC <EBCC@bellevuewa.gov> 

Subject: CENSE comment for June 1 Energize Eastside meeting 

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

 

Dear East Bellevue Community Council members, 

 

Attached is a written comment from the non-profit citizen organization CENSE regarding PSE’s Energize Eastside project. 

We have spent many years studying PSE’s proposal, and we hope our findings will help inform you about critical issues 

as you prepare for the CUP process. 

 

We are sorry that PSE’s choices have required you and the public to dive into the gritty details of this complex regional 

energy project. We would have preferred these questions to be considered by a state agency whose professional 

planners and engineers would have considered the merits of the proposal, applying their knowledge of energy 

infrastructure and siting criteria. 

 

However, this is the situation we are in, and we are grateful that you will be representing the needs, concerns, and 

aspirations of your constituents in this matter. 

 

Best regards, 

 

Don Marsh 

President, CENSE.org 

 

DSD 003222



DSD 003223



DSD 003224



DSD 003225



DSD 003226



DSD 003227



DSD 003228



DSD 003229



DSD 003230



DSD 003231



DSD 003232



DSD 003233



DSD 003234



DSD 003235



DSD 003236



DSD 003237



DSD 003238



DSD 003239



DSD 003240



DSD 003241



DSD 003242



DSD 003243



DSD 003244



DSD 003245



9

Pittman, Reilly

From: EBCC

Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2021 10:44 PM

To: Hummer, Betsi; Kasner, Steve; Gooding, Ross; Dhananjaya, Hassan; Epstein, Ron

Cc: Betsi Hummer; kasner4council; Ross Gooding; Hassan Dhananjaya; RON EPSTEIN; Bedwell, Heidi

Subject: FW: Written comments for June 1, 2021 meeting of East Bellevue Community Council

Chair Hummer and EBCC council members,  

 

I am forwarding written communication from Jennifer Keller regarding PSE’s Energize Eastside project. As this is a quasi-

judicial matter that will come before the EBCC, this email has also been forwarded to Heidi Bedwell for inclusion in the 

project file as a public comment. It is important that you do not respond to Ms. Keller or have any communication with 

either PSE or project opponents while this matter is pending in order to avoid violating the appearance of fairness 

doctrine. Please contact Chad Barnes if you have any questions. 

 

Karin 

 

Karin Roberts, CMC | Deputy City Clerk 

City of Bellevue | www.bellevuewa.gov | P: 425.452.6806 

 

From: Jan Keller <jankeller3@gmail.com>  

Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2021 2:42 PM 

To: EBCC <EBCC@bellevuewa.gov> 

Subject: Written comments for June 1, 2021 meeting of East Bellevue Community Council 

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

 

Hello East Bellevue Community Council, 

Thank you for taking the time to learn more about Puget Sound Energy's “Energize Eastside” project, and thank you for 

the opportunity to submit comments. 

I'm a resident of Lake Hills. My address is 115 – 146th Ave SE, Bellevue, WA, 98007. I've lived in Bellevue for the last 

eighteen years, and also spent much of the 1990's living in Bellevue. 

I'm writing today for multiple reasons. One is simply because I care about the beauty of places like the forest in Kelsey 

Creek Park, where I frequently walk. Another is to encourage Bellevue (including East Bellevue) and other nearby cities 

to turn toward the future, and embrace clean energy, energy efficiency, and storage technologies. And a third is to 

highlight concerns about PSE's claims and presentations that come not just from residents but from agencies like the 

Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (UTC). 

I'm very concerned about the claims that PSE tries to make about Energize Eastside, and their weak, patchy, and/or 

outdated documentation for those claims. Along with that, there are many key questions about need, reliability, safety, 

and impact that PSE tries to avoid answering about Energize Eastside. Why do they offer weak documentation? Why do 

they dodge questions? Because there's no good reason to build Energize Eastside. And there are many reasons to 

abandon the project and begin putting those investments into things we need for the future, such as smart-grid 

technology, demand-side management, clean energy, and batteries. 

I could bring up a variety of concerns about PSE's claims, but I want to focus on the ways they have exaggerated the 

supposed need for Energize Eastside. They started by inflating their projections of future demand for electricity. The UTC 
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has called out the fact that in multiple Integrated Resource Plans (IRPs) submitted over the years by PSE, the inflated 

demands that PSE projects just don't materialize. Of course, making such projections is complex, but nearby utilities 

such as Seattle City Light have adjusted their algorithms over time, avoiding such inflated projections. But PSE has not 

managed to make such adjustments. They prefer to do a poor job at projecting, and hope that people will believe their 

claims about demand—and their claims that Energize Eastside is needed. 

Another way that PSE exaggerates the supposed need for Energize Eastside is by coming up with a scenario through 

which our electrical grid would be stressed past its capacity (implying that we need more capacity). Of course, it's 

important for a utility to look at stress conditions and potential failure scenarios, and to assume that from time to time, 

multiple stress conditions will happen at the same time. In fact, the standards that come from the Federal government 

(NERC) outline how a utility should have emergency response plans to avoid power outages even if two major 

components fail during the year’s biggest demands for electricity. But PSE goes far beyond such a scenario, creating a 

long list of stress conditions that have never happened simultaneously in the Puget Sound area. Based on this list, PSE 

tries to claim that Energize Eastside is somehow needed. But the list has no basis in requirements or in reality. 

These problems with PSE's claims are extremely serious. It would be one thing to be sloppy about the need for a minor, 

non-disruptive project. But consider how expensive, dangerous, and destructive Energize Eastside would be. It would 

cost hundreds of millions of dollars—paid for, with a 9.8% annual profit piled on top, by ratepayers. It would present 

significant danger because the utility corridor is too narrow for the higher voltage, and the corridor is also shared with a 

liquid-fuel line. It would be very destructive, requiring the loss of thousands of mature urban trees that will take many 

decades to replace. We need those trees to clean and cool the air, and to keep storing carbon at this critical time. 

PSE has taken many other questionable steps in the process of trying to push Energize Eastside through, despite 

residents’ many concerns. PSE has made a variety of other unfounded claims (for example, about Energize Eastside 

helping reliability), has refused reasonable requests for documentation of their claims, and has switched claims around 

(winter demand vs. summer demand) without explanation, and without making the corresponding corrections to other 

parts of its documentation. PSE also appears to be sidestepping the normal approach that a utility would take when 

proposing a regional energy project crossing several municipalities. The normal approach would be to submit the 

proposal to the state Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council (EFSEC). It would appear that PSE prefers to pressure local 

governmental entities rather than go to the entity (EFSEC) that is specifically designed to evaluate such a proposal based 

on factual, well-constructed background information. 

Again, I very much appreciate that you are taking the time to learn more about Energize Eastside. I hope you will look 

carefully at the kinds of issues that I and other residents have raised. PSE has chosen to ask local government entities to 

review, piecemeal, its proposals for this large, ill-founded, destructive project. Therefore, it falls to residents like me, and 

Council members like you, to look carefully at what PSE is proposing and how they have gone about making their 

proposals. It also falls to us to ask questions of PSE and, if PSE does not provide full, clear answers, to consider what PSE 

is exaggerating or leaving out, and why. 

Thank you. 

Jennifer Keller 

115 – 146th Ave SE  

Bellevue, WA 98007 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: Bedwell, Heidi

Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2021 4:43 PM

To: 'Lara Prior'

Subject: RE: Energize Eastside Eastside Bellevue public comment

Thank you for providing comments on PSE’s application to construct a transmission line in the City of Bellevue. 
The comments are part of the city’s record and will be considered as the city processes PSE’s application. 
Because you provided comments to the city regarding this application, you will be notified of the public hearing 
when it is scheduled including notification of the Director’s decision and recommendation on the subject 
permits.  

Again, thank you for taking the time to express your interest in the project. You can subscribe to alerts and find 
more information about the permit and process on the city’s permitting page https://bellevuewa.gov/city-
government/departments/development/zoning-and-land-use/public-notices-and-participation-2  

Heidi M. Bedwell (She/Her)

Environmental Planning Manager, Land Use Division 

Development Services Department 

425-452-4862 

How are we doing? 

With the appearance of new cases of the COVID-19 virus in King County the Development Services 

Permit Center has been temporarily closed to walk-in customers and we are requiring residents 

and customers to use online city resources at http://development.bellevuewa.gov. 

From: Lara Prior <lara.prior@outlook.com>  

Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2021 4:40 PM 

To: Bedwell, Heidi <HBedwell@bellevuewa.gov>; LandUseReview <LUZI@bellevuewa.gov> 

Subject: Energize Eastside Eastside Bellevue public comment 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

13606 SE 3rd PL 

Bellevue, WA 98005 

May 27, 2021 

Dear City of Bellevue Planners, 

I am writing you to reject the requested permits by PSE in Bellevue for the Energize Eastside project. 
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12

I believe this project will be unsafe due to the proximity to fuel pipelines, have a detrimental impact on the 

environment, trees and wildlife. I believe this project will increase exposure to harmful radiation and put citizen’s health 

at risk. 

 

The current voltage is considered medium this project would increase to a very high transmission, one that is considered 

harmful to human health. 

Based on years of careful research by volunteers of CENSE and industry experts, I believe Energize Eastside:  

WILL  

- destroy over 2,000 significant trees in Lake Hills and install poles 20-30 feet taller than existing poles.  

- construct dangerous high voltage lines near aging Olympic fuel pipelines.  

- raise our electricity bills for many decades. 

WON'T  

- preserve and protect the beauty or quality of life in Lake Hills.  

- improve reliability of electricity for Lake Hills residents.  

- increase availability of safe, clean energy for any PSE customer. 

I urge the city of Bellevue to protect the homeowners in this community we call home, and the animals and the trees.  

 

Sincerely, 

Lara Prior 

Homeowner in Bellevue for 10 years in Glendale. 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: Chung, Lawrence <lachung@kingcounty.gov>

Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2021 4:13 PM

To: Bedwell, Heidi

Cc: Greene, John

Subject: KC Metro Comment re: Energize Eastside Bellevue North Segment (File Number: 21-104991 LB and 

21-104989 LO)

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

 

Hello Heidi, 

 

King County Metro has received notification regarding Energize Eastside Bellevue North Segment (File Number: 21-

104991 LB and 21-104989 LO) and has the following comments. Please let me know if you have any questions. Thank 

you. 

 

Comment #1: 

“Metro’s System Impact Construction Coordinators would need advance notice on when the construction project will 

start so Metro can request for a copy of the TCP to review.” 

 

Comment #2: 

“If the project will impact any King County Metro bus stops or facilities, please email to busstopprojects@kingcounty.gov

to coordinate.” 

 

Comment #3:  

“For any project updates or changes, please contact Metro via email at Construction.Coord@kingcounty.gov, 

plansreview@kingcounty.gov, and Liz Gotterer at Liz.Gotterer@kingcounty.gov. Refer to 

https://www.kingcounty.gov/transportation/kcdot/MetroTransit/Construction.aspx for more information.” 

 

Best Regards, 

 

Lawrence Chung 

Transit Environmental Planner II 

King County Metro Transit 

201 South Jackson St., MS KSC-TR-0431 

Seattle, WA 98104-3856 

(206) 263-5504 

lachung@kingcounty.gov 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: Carol Cohoe <Carol@aramburu-eustis.com>

Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2021 4:10 PM

To: EBCC; Bedwell, Heidi

Cc: aramburulaw@gmail.com

Subject: PSE EE Proposal, North Segment

Attachments: CENSE 20210527 Att.A LUC 20.20.255.pdf; CENSE 20210527 Comment to EBCC re PSE NS EE.pdf

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

 

Please accept for the record and provide the attached Comment Letter regarding the PSE EE North Segment application 

to the East Bellevue Community Council Members and appropriate Bellevue staff for the upcoming June 1, 2021 public 

meeting. 

 

Carol Cohoe, Legal Assistant 
Law Offices of J. Richard Aramburu, PLLC 
Please “REPLY ALL” to ensure that Mr. Aramburu also receives your response. 
 
We are located in the Hoge Building at 
705 Second Avenue, Suite 1300 
Seattle, WA 98104-1797 
Telephone (206) 625-9515 | Facsimile (206) 682-1376 
This message may be protected by the attorney-client and/or work product privilege. If you received this message in error 
please notify us and destroy the message. Thank you. 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: Rick Aramburu <Rick@aramburu-eustis.com>

Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2021 1:02 PM

To: Bedwell, Heidi

Cc: Stead, Elizabeth; Warren Halvorsen; hansennp@aol.com; Karen Esayian; Hummer, Betsi; Dhananjaya, 

Hassan; Epstein, Ron; Gooding, Ross; Kasner, Steve; EBCC; Loretta Lopez; Don Marsh

Subject: City Presentation at the EBCC Courtesy Meeting

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

Heidi: 

Your email of yesterday (below) has been forwarded to me by one of the recipients. 

In your email, you say that “Staff will provide an overview of the process, . . . “ In that staff overview, 

CENSE requests that you address the following subject.  

EBCC has previously considered PSE’s 148th overhead transmission line, a 2.89 mile, 115 kV line 

connecting two substations. The transmission line is only partially within EBCC’s area. EBCC disapproved 

the transmission line within its jurisdictional area.  

EBCC’s decision was appealed by PSE to Superior Court; it then appealed the Superior Court’s denial of 

its petition to the Court of Appeals. The City was a party to the case. 

The Court of Appeals unpublished decision contains the language set forth below at page 21-22. 

EBCC’s decision on that part of the North Segment within its jurisdiction will have an impact on the 

larger North Segment. Because of this, CENSE asks whether the City will argue that EBCC’s decision 

would be an improper or illegal extraterritorial decision as it did in PSE v. EBCC in 2017 and requests that 

the City explain its position on this subject during the Staff presentation on June 1. The City position on 

this subject will be important to EBCC and residents within EBCC’s jurisdictional area.  

Thank you in advance for your explanation of the City’s position on this important matter. If you have 

any questions, please contact the undersigned. 

Rick 

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 

Text from Court of Appeals unpublished decision in PSE v. EBCC, No. 74464-0-I (January 30, 2017), pages 

21-22. (Footnotes omitted) 

Here, the EBCC exercised its authority to disapprove within its jurisdiction the conditional use permit 

authorized by Bellevue. Thus, the primary question is whether there was room for the EBCC to exercise 

its discretion in doing so. 

PSE argues, for the first time in its reply brief, that the EBCC "asserts the right to unilaterally affect the 

reliability of power to Bellevue homeowners outside its territory." Because PSE makes this argument for 

the first time in its reply brief, it is too late for us to consider. We decline to do so. 
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However, Bellevue makes a similar argument as a respondent. It argues that the EBCC's decision, if left 

standing, would have an extraterritorial affect because it will affect citizens outside the EBCC's area. 

As we discussed earlier in this opinion, the area over which EBCC has jurisdiction is bounded on the 

north by NE 8th Street. The area includes 148th Avenue S.E., and the service area for the two substations 

to be linked by the project are only partially within the EBCC's area. 

RCW 35.14.040 provides that the EBCC's disapproval "shall not affect the application of any ordinance 

or resolution affecting areas outside the community municipal corporation." Because we hold that PSE 

has met its burden to show that the EBCC's resolution is improper, we need not also decide whether the 

resolution violates the geographical limitations of this statute. Accordingly, that is an issue left for 

decision another day.  

From: "Bedwell, Heidi" <HBedwell@bellevuewa.gov> 

Date: May 26, 2021 at 4:18:23 PM PDT 

To: Loretta Lopez <llopez@mstarlabs.com> 

Cc: Subject: RE: Presentation at the EBCC Courtesy Meeting 

Hi Loretta, 

I’ll try to address all of your questions in this one email response rather than sending separate emails. 

I’m glad to hear the direct mailing finally arrived at your home. I was told the printing center located at 

city hall had to send the job out for printing so there was a delay in dropping into the mail. As was 

communicated previously, the required public meeting for Process III decisions is combined with the 

EBCC monthly meeting. The EBCC refers to these meetings as Courtesy Hearings but it’s not a hearing in 

the sense of a decision being made. Refer to the EBCC agenda for packet information 

https://bellevue.legistar.com/MeetingDetail.aspx?ID=868854&GUID=10B249A5-A5D0-4B98-AA80-

9AAEFBAD3EC3&Options=info|&Search= The format is similar to the other meetings we’ve held. Staff 

will provide an overview of the process, PSE will provide an overview of their project, there will be a 

period where interested parties can give comment, then the Council will ask questions.  

Again like the other permitting processes you have been involved with this isn’t the only opportunity to 

provide comments on the project because this meeting is early in the process. Comments are welcome 

throughout the land use review process and are accepted up until staff prepares Director’s decision on 

the Critical Areas Land Use Permit and at any time prior to the closing of the public hearing record on 

the Conditional Use Permit. The notice which had a May 27th date for comment is the minimum 

comment period (14 days) the city is required to have. Again, comments are welcome throughout the 

process and they will be part of the record provided to the City Council and EBCC when they make their 

decisions. Finally, just like the last CUP for the South Segment, the city will hold another informational 

public meeting before holding the hearing on the Director’s recommendation with the hearing 

examiner. The timing and location of that meeting is yet to be determined. I’d suggest you look closely 

at the project web page for detailed information about the project and process. I believe much of what 

you are looking for can be found on this page https://bellevuewa.gov/city-

government/departments/development/zoning-and-land-use/public-notices-and-participation-2 

-Heidi  
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Heidi M. Bedwell (She/Her) 

Environmental Planning Manager, Land Use Division 
Development Services Department 
425-452-4862 

How are we doing?  

 

With the appearance of new cases of the COVID-19 virus in King County the 

Development Services Permit Center has been temporarily closed to walk-in 

customers and we are requiring residents and customers to use online city resources 

at http://development.bellevuewa.gov. 
 

 

 

From: Loretta Lopez <llopez@mstarlabs.com>  

Sent: Wednesday, May 26, 2021 11:27 AM 

To: Bedwell, Heidi <HBedwell@bellevuewa.gov> 

Cc: Stead, Elizabeth <estead@bellevuewa.gov>; Warren Halvorsen <whalvrsn1@frontier.com>; 

hansennp@aol.com; Karen Esayian <kesayian@aol.com> 

Subject: Re: Presentation at the EBCC Courtesy Meeting 

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not 

click or open suspicious links or attachments. 

 

Hi Heidi, 

 

I meant to ask in my previous message above if the City will present any written material at the EBCC 

courtesy meeting on June 1? If so, will the documents be available on a link to the EBCC packet? If not, 

then how can we review them in advance of the meeting? 

 

Thank you. 

 

Loretta 

 

On Wed, May 26, 2021 at 11:11 AM Loretta Lopez <llopez@mstarlabs.com> wrote: 

Hi Heidi, 

 

Are you going to make a presentation at the EBCC meeting in addition to PSE?  

 

Thank you. 

 

Loretta 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: Bedwell, Heidi

Sent: Wednesday, May 12, 2021 10:19 AM

To: 'Lori E'

Subject: RE: Comments on PSE's Energize Eastside permit application

Hi Lori, 

The notice of application and first public meeting is being prepared this week. We have updated our webpage 

https://bellevuewa.gov/city-government/departments/development/zoning-and-land-use/public-notices-and-

participation-2 and will be sending out an alert to all who have subscribed and our interested parties list. Thanks for your 

continued interest and participation in the process. Note that the East Bellevue Community Council refers to the public 

meetings held during their monthly meetings as courtesy hearings. This however is not a decision point like a hearing 

but is rather a first introduction to the project. I suspect this naming of the meeting may cause others confusion as well.  

 

 

 

Heidi M. Bedwell (She/Her) 

Environmental Planning Manager, Land Use Division 

Development Services Department 

425-452-4862 

How are we doing?  

 

With the appearance of new cases of the COVID-19 virus in King County the Development Services 

Permit Center has been temporarily closed to walk-in customers and we are requiring residents 

and customers to use online city resources at http://development.bellevuewa.gov. 
 

 

 

 

 

From: Lori E <ljdemail@comcast.net>  

Sent: Wednesday, May 12, 2021 10:08 AM 

To: Bedwell, Heidi <HBedwell@bellevuewa.gov> 

Subject: Fwd: Comments on PSE's Energize Eastside permit application 

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

 

Hi Ms Bedwell,  

 

I have asked to be “party of record” and also requested to be notified when any Bellevue public hearing is announced 

for PSE’s Energize Eastside. If the city has announced this and fails to notify citizens or interested "party of record” 

participants then that is a failure to the public process. I have been waiting, I would presume I will be notified as 

requested in the following email on April 13, 2018. Please continue to keep me posted. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Lori Elworth  
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Begin forwarded message: 

 

From: Lori E <ljdemail@comcast.net> 

Subject: Comments on PSE's Energize Eastside permit application 

Date: April 13, 2018 at 12:52:43 PM PDT 

To: HBedwell@bellevuewa.gov 

 

Dear Ms. Bedwell, 

 

Please include me as a “party of record”. 

 

I am writing to ask that the city NOT approve PSE's application to build Energize Eastside because you 

have a responsibility to the citizens. Safety should be your number one priority. PSE won’t take 

responsibility as we have witnessed recently with their responses to the tribes on building without 

permits in Tacoma, and the people in Greenwood for the gas leak and explosion.  

 

Energize Eastside is unnecessary and wasteful of ratepayer funds. It is risky to install tall power poles 

within feet of two half-century-old petroleum pipelines. It damages communities and the environment 

by removing thousands of valuable urban trees. There are less costly ways to enhance the reliability and 

resiliency of the Eastside power grid. 

 

Please notify me when any Bellevue public hearing for this project is announced. 

 

Sincerely, 

Lori Elworth 

8605 129th Ct SE 

Newcastle WA 98056 
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Pittman, Reilly

From: Lori E <ljdemail@comcast.net>

Sent: Wednesday, May 12, 2021 10:08 AM

To: Bedwell, Heidi

Subject: Fwd: Comments on PSE's Energize Eastside permit application

[EXTERNAL EMAIL Notice!] Outside communication is important to us. Be cautious of phishing attempts. Do not click or open 

suspicious links or attachments. 

Hi Ms Bedwell, 

I have asked to be “party of record” and also requested to be notified when any Bellevue public hearing is announced 

for PSE’s Energize Eastside. If the city has announced this and fails to notify citizens or interested "party of record” 

participants then that is a failure to the public process. I have been waiting, I would presume I will be notified as 

requested in the following email on April 13, 2018. Please continue to keep me posted. 

Sincerely, 

Lori Elworth 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Lori E <ljdemail@comcast.net> 

Subject: Comments on PSE's Energize Eastside permit application 

Date: April 13, 2018 at 12:52:43 PM PDT 

To: HBedwell@bellevuewa.gov 

Dear Ms. Bedwell, 

Please include me as a “party of record”. 

I am writing to ask that the city NOT approve PSE's application to build Energize Eastside because you 

have a responsibility to the citizens. Safety should be your number one priority. PSE won’t take 

responsibility as we have witnessed recently with their responses to the tribes on building without 

permits in Tacoma, and the people in Greenwood for the gas leak and explosion.  

Energize Eastside is unnecessary and wasteful of ratepayer funds. It is risky to install tall power poles 

within feet of two half-century-old petroleum pipelines. It damages communities and the environment 

by removing thousands of valuable urban trees. There are less costly ways to enhance the reliability and 

resiliency of the Eastside power grid. 

Please notify me when any Bellevue public hearing for this project is announced. 

Sincerely, 

Lori Elworth 

8605 129th Ct SE 

Newcastle WA 98056 
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