
Salmon Woman & Raven by Tom Jay is a recently cleaned and waxed artwork in the City’s collection. 
Maintenance of critical artworks was one of the Arts Program’s work items of 2021.

December 7, 2021
ZOOM MEETING



“The arts are an important expression of how people think of and experience the city and each other. Bellevue 

seeks to foster a strong arts and cultural community chiefly supported through a wide range of artists, art and 

cultural institutions, and arts groups offering a variety experiences to an engaged audience.”

                       				     -City of Bellevue, Comprehensive Plan, Urban Design & the Arts Element
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Tuesday, December 7 2021 Bellevue Arts Commission 

Zoom Meeting:  4:30 p.m. Commission Staff Contact:  425.452.4064 

 
The City of Bellevue Arts Commission meeting for December 7 will be conducted virtually via Zoom 
Webinar. The public can access the meeting here, https://cityofbellevue.zoom.us/j/97229284972 using 
Password: 693323 or by connecting to the Zoom Webinar using Webinar ID: 972 2928 4972and 
Password: 693323. For those members of the public unable to access internet services, a telephone 
option will be made available to listen to the proceedings. The phone number to access the meeting is 
PHONE # +1 253 215 8782, Webinar ID: 972 2928 4972 and Password: 693323. 

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 4:30   
  Chair will call the meeting to order. 
 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES   4:30 – 4:35 
  A. Chair will ask for approval of the agenda. 
  B. Chair will ask for approval of the November 2021 regular meeting minutes. 

 
3. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS       4:35 – 4:45 

There will be no opportunity for oral communications at this meeting. All written comments received 
prior to 3 p.m. on December 7 will be read or summarized into the record at the meeting. If you wish 
to provide written comment to the Arts Commission, please email mstamm@bellevuewa.gov with the 
subject line “Written Communications – December 7”. 

 
4.   ACTION, DISCUSSION, AND INFORMATION ITEMS 

A. BelRed Arts District Framework Plan Update 4:45 – 5:30 
B. 2021 Year-in-Review 5:30 – 5:45  
C. 
D. 

Artspace Market Study 
Donation 

5:45 – 6:05 
6:05 – 6:20 
 
  

5. COMMISSION QUICK BUSINESS    6:20 – 6:25 
 
6. REPORTS           6:25 – 6:30 

A. Commissioners’ Committee and Lead Reports    
  B. Project Updates from Staff    
 
8. ADJOURNMENT         6:30 pm 

  Chair will adjourn the meeting. 
 
Bellevue Arts Commission meetings are wheelchair accessible.  Captioning, American Sign Language 
(ASL), or language interpreters are available upon request.  Please phone at least 48 hours in advance 
425-452-6168 (VOICE) for ADA accommodations. If you are hearing impaired, please dial 711 (TR). 
Please contact the Arts Program at least two days in advance at mstamm@bellevuewa.gov or call 425-
452-4064 if you have questions about accommodations. 

 
  

A g e n d a   

https://cityofbellevue.zoom.us/j/97229284972
mailto:mstamm@bellevuewa.gov
mailto:mstamm@bellevuewa.gov


ARTS COMMISSION MEMBERS 
Maria Lau Hui, Chair 
Ashmita Gulati, Vice Chair 
Carl Wolfteich 
Lydia Aldredge 
Judy Gowdy 
Monik Martinez 
Bhavna Bhargava 
 
COUNCIL LIAISON 
John Stokes 
 
STAFF CONTACTS 
Lorie Hoffman, Arts Community Manager, 425-452-4246 
Manette Stamm, Arts Program Analyst, 425-452-4064 
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BELLEVUE ARTS COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING 

MINUTES 
 

November 2, 2021 Bellevue City Hall 
4:30 p.m. Virtual Meeting 
 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Chairperson Lau Hui, Commissioners Aldredge, 

Bhargava, Gowdy, Wolfteich 
 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Commissioners Gulati, Martinez 
 
STAFF PRESENT:  Lorie Hoffman, Manette Stamm, Department of 

Planning and Community Development; 
Councilmember Stokes  

 
OTHERS PRESENT: Raymond Cullom, Sudeshna Sathe-Dixit, EastHUB 
 
RECORDING SECRETARY: Gerry Lindsay 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:33 p.m. by Chair Lau Hui who presided. All 
Commissioners were present with the exception of Commissioners Gulati and Martinez, both 
of whom were excused.  
 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES 
 
 A. Approval of Agenda  
 
Motion to approve the agenda was made by Commissioner Aldredge. The motion was 
seconded was by Commissioner Gowdy and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
 B. Approval of Minutes 
 
Motion to approve the September 7, 2021, minutes as submitted was made by 
Commissioner Aldredge. The motion was seconded was by Commissioner Wolfteich and 
the motion carried unanimously. 
 
3. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS – None 
 
4. ACTION ITEMS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
 A. Welcome New Arts Community Manager 
 
The Commission took a moment to welcome new Arts Community Manager Lorie Hoffman. 
Ms. Hoffman said she comes from the non-profit world and noted that her last job was as 
executive director of ShoreLake Arts.  
 
 B. EastHUB Update 
 
EastHUB CEO Ray Cullom reminded the Commissioners that EastHUB is a non-profit 
organization that was formed in the spring of 2020 with the mission of bringing the 



community together to make sure that as Bellevue grows it will grow with a cultural heart and 
soul. The organization works with developers and those who own real estate to carve out 
cultural spaces, and seeks to bring the community together to realize collectively what cannot 
be accomplished individually, namely to build and embed an infrastructure of arts and culture 
spaces in Bellevue and throughout the Eastside, and to make sure local organizations that use 
the spaces find them welcoming and user friendly. He introduced Sudeshna Sathe-Dixit, 
director of cultural communications.  
 
Ms. Sathe-Dixit said she has a background in art and currently serves as a member of the 
Sammamish arts commission. She said her unique team of consensus organizers consists of 
people from different communities, including BIPOC communities, to bring an understanding 
of those communities and the arts and culture organizations that exist within them. The 
process provides insight into the kind of cultural and event spaces they are looking for. The 
work is being done through Culture Creates Community which hopefully will become an 
monthly series highlighting different topics. She said her intention was to continue working 
with the city and others on the Eastside to determine what is needed and what is missing.  
 
Ms. Sathe-Dixit said the work is part of the larger cultural mapping project, which is an 
attempt to map spaces around the Eastside and to gain a fuller understanding of the existing 
arts and culture organizations and the communities they serve. The mapping exercise will help 
to identify the gaps and inform the process of how to fill those gaps. The project is expected to 
take two or three years.  
 
Mr. Cullom shared that sponsorships have recently been received from Facebook and Amazon 
to assist with the cultural mapping project. There have to date been two Culture Creates 
Community events. The first was focused on the South Asian community and the second on 
the communities from the former Soviet block countries. The project is drawing inspiration 
from the community. Big beautiful spaces for arts and culture can be built, but if the 
community does not feel that they own them or feel welcome in them, they will not come to 
them.  
 
Mr. Cullom reported that the city contracted with EastHUB to do some live music 
programming, marketing and public relations for the Bellwether arts festival. A sponsorship 
was generated with Amazon to do the work. The organization is in conversations with the city 
about being involved in Bellwether 2022 but at a much earlier date. The way it usually works 
is that as soon as one festival ends, work on the next work begins. In order to turn Bellwether 
into a prominent local event, the planning work must start much earlier, and the work must 
include a much larger awareness campaign.  
 
The Commissioners were informed that EastHUB also ran an interesting and fun event called 
Medina Days in Medina Park in the month of August. The work of soliciting new spaces to 
turn into cultural spaces for the community continues. Discussions are continuing with 
Facebook about spaces in their new campus in the Spring District. Work is also underway by 
EastHUB on an outdoor amphitheater in a master plan community in downtown Sammamish. 
The city of Bellevue has contracted with EasetHUB to create the Eastside Live website, which 
will serve as a cultural information portal for anyone on the Eastside wanting to find out what 
is happening in terms of arts and culture.  
 
Mr. Cullom said CLOUDVUE Playhouse is the big project EastHUB is working on. Since it 
was discussed with the Commission in February, the progress made has included the selection 
of architects and the development of a construction schedule for the building. The 
CLOUDVUE Playhouse will be located on 110th Avenue NE across the street from the 
Bravern, half a block from City Hall between the new Amazon headquarters and the 
CLOUDVUE development, which consists of three highrise towers. The CLOUDVUE 
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developer has made what amounts to a $45 million donation to EastHUB in the form of land 
and infrastructure to allow for the building of a playhouse with a capacity of between 250 and 
1000 given the configuration of the flexible space. The developer is also generously building 
the parking garage and all underground structures, is doing all of the site clearing, and making 
all the connections to light rail and the transit center, all of which will keep the cost of the 
project way down. The building will be flexible in terms of its configurations through the use 
of technology and mechanical gadgetry.  
 
As a result of conversations with the community, the space will be accessible and community 
oriented. The prime users of the space will be local arts and culture groups doing their own 
work, doing work with touring artists and Seattle-based groups, all of which will uniquely 
reflect the Eastside and what Bellevue is all about. No attempt will be made to duplicate what 
exists across the lake in Seattle. EastHUB will also be programming local, national and 
international artists. 
 
The case will be made to the city that CLOUDVUE Playhouse will be a large public amenity. 
The facility will be built for the community to use, and Bellevue groups will be given priority 
in scheduling. There will be a massive indoor lobby space capable of being used as exhibition 
space focused on local history and heritage.  
 
Mr. Cullom shared with the Commissioners renderings of the concept designs for the 
CLOUDVUE Playhouse. He said the agreement with the developer for the donation of the 
land has been finalized. The schematic design work will begin early in the new year and must 
be completed by April 1 in order to be submitted for administrative design review by the city. 
The design development phase will kick off in a year. By October of 2022 the permitting 
process with the city will launch, which is expected to take at least a year. The 
groundbreaking date for the project is slated for March 1, 2023. All construction documents 
must be completed by May 1, 2023, and by October 1, 2023, 75 percent of the construction 
funds must be pledged. Construction on the Playhouse will begin in October 2024, and the 
project is projected to be completed no later than October 2026. The total project cost is 
coming in at between $55 million and $60 million. The EastHUB team will be going to the 
city in the coming months to talk about capital funding support to help realize the building.  
 
Commissioner Aldredge asked if the cultural connection meetings held with groups in the 
community were held virtually. Mr. Collum said they were and added that the hope is that 
soon they will be held live. The meetings were advertised to the community by the groups 
themselves with support from EastHUB. Commissioner Aldredge urged Mr. Collum to keep 
the Commission in the loop.  
 
Commissioner Wolfteich asked if the $55 million to $60 million construction costs would be 
in addition to the $45 million committed by the developer. Mr. Collum explained that the 
developer would be doing all of the site work and underground parking work and then would 
be handing off to the CLOUDVUE projects a closed-up pad on which to build the building.  
 
Commissioner Aldredge asked how the new CLOUDVUE Playhouse would interact and 
avoid competing with the Meydenbauer Center. Mr. Collum said in talking about an 
infrastructure of cultural spaces, what is meant is spaces of all sizes and shapes. The idea is to 
turn all of Downtown Bellevue into a cultural district. The two facilities will not be in 
competition with each other.  
 
Commissioner Gowdy said she looked forward to see the results of the cultural mapping 
project. She asked if amenities in Seattle would be included. Mr. Collum said Seattle would 
be included only as a means of comparison. The goal is to end up with Bellevue and the 
Eastside as a distinct and separate cultural destination. In order to do that, it is necessary to be 



aware of what is happening in the surrounding area. The project is ongoing and is scheduled 
to go live in the spring of 2022. He said he would be happy to provide the Commission with 
regular briefings going forward.  
 
Chair Lau Hui asked if the CLOUDVUE Playhouse project would include green designs. Ms. 
Collum said the intent is to exceed what the city will ask the project to do in terms of LEED 
certification. 
 
 C. Utility Box Wraps Program Call for Artists 
 
Arts Program Assistant Mannette Stamm said the goal for the utility box wrap program was to 
provide opportunities to Eastside artists to help ring character, intrigue and beauty to the 
public realm. The program will address up to 13 boxes in the Downtown area using funds 
provided by Amazon. Artists will be given a stipend of $800 for a single standalone box and 
$1100 for box duos. The program could potentially include boxes in parks. Not all boxes will 
be addressed given the current level of development; many boxes will soon be replaced, and 
for others their future is simply unknown.  
 
In order to be eligible for the call, artists must be on the Eastside roster and living in East 
King County. The application requirements will be the same as for the BelRed iteration of the 
program; specifically artists must submit a statement, a bio, a resume, five images of example 
work and image descriptions. Completed applications must be submitted by December 8. The 
selection criteria are also similar to the BelRed program in that all artists must meet the 
eligibility requirements and must submit a complete application. The applicants will be judged 
on their merit, craftsmanship and originality, and diverse artists are encouraged to apply. A 
panel consisting of one member of the Arts Commission, a member of the Bellevue 
Downtown Association, and two community members and/or arts professionals will make 
recommendations, and the Commission will have final approval of the selected artists and the 
final designs.  
 
Ms. Stamm said the timeline will be a bit longer than for the BelRed program. All of the work 
of printing and installing the wraps should be completed by August 2022.  
 
Commissioner Aldredge asked if artists selected to participate in the BelRed program will be 
eligible to apply for the Downtown program. Ms. Stamm said typically there are no such 
restrictions, though the panel is made aware of any works an artist may have in the city’s 
portable or temporary collection.  
 
Commissioner Aldredge said she has really appreciated seeing the new utility box wraps out 
in the community. She said they are wonderful.  
 
Chair Lau Hui asked if after the BelRed program there had been any feedback from the 
participating artists about the timeline. Ms. Stamm said she included in the proposed schedule 
more time for contracting with the artists. She said the first round took longer than expected. 
However, with an artist agreement established, that element should go a bit faster. More time 
is also included in the timeline for reviewing the layouts and submittals.  
 
Commissioner Aldredge said she was glad to see more money for the artists. Ms. Stamm 
agreed with the need to keep up with inflation.  
 
Councilmember Stokes said the wrap program has been very well received and noted that the 
Council has received many compliments. He said he was glad to see another round being 
launched and added that he hopes the program will continue for a long time. One benefit of 
the wraps is that they inhibit if not completely eliminate graffiti being permanent. The wrap 
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installed on a box at the Lake Hills Connector and SE 8th Street has never been touched and 
people really like it. While small in scale, the project is very impactful. He said the 
Commission has done a great job of fostering the program.  
 
Following up on the EastHUB presentation, Councilmember Stokes said he would get 
together with staff to talk about it. He said he would like to see the Commission have a 
conversation about what can be done to help the organization. The conversation should 
include what the city would like to see included. It would be very health for the Commission 
to have input early in the process.  
 
A motion to approve the wrap program call for artists as presented was made by 
Commissioner Wolfteich. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Aldredge and the 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
 D. 2022 Grant Allocations 
 
Ms. Stamm said the grant application and allocation process timeline had been switched up a 
bit to allow for more time to review guidelines for the grantees and work through the various 
steps. The guidelines were published in July instead of August with only slight revisions made 
to the language for purposes of clarity. The application was open for two months and as 
applications were submitted staff worked to verify eligibility. The allocations committee met 
on October 26 and developed recommendations. If approved by the Commission, the 
recommended grants will be forward to the City Council for approval on November 22. 
Following Council approval, staff will alert the applicants in regard to their awards.  
 
Ms. Stamm said the allocations committee consisted of Commissioners Aldredge, Gowdy and 
Bhargava, along with Bellevue residents and artists Soo Hong and Fred Lisaius. The 
committee followed a very democratic and efficient process. Each of the more than 40 
applications was considered in terms of the quality of their creative engagement, public 
benefit for residents and visitors, and the capacity and sustainability of the various 
organizations and individuals. In the end, the allocations committee recommended a total 
allocation of $145,000 to 43 individuals and non-profit organizations, in addition to two 
Power Up grants of $5000 each. The committee elected not to fund a few special projects 
given various circumstances ranging from budget concerns to project viability. The 
breakdown of the allocations by grantee was included in the Commission packets.  
 
Answering a question asked by Chair Lau Hui, Commissioner Aldredge noted that one 
individual had applied for two project grants. The committee chose to grant one of the two 
special projects but not both. Overall there were only three applications that were not 
recommended for funding. She added that by not funding the three projects that had the 
lowest reviews allowed for getting closer to funding more realistically the remaining projects.  
 
Commissioner Gowdy said she had been impressed by the variety of projects, some large and 
some small. Commissioner Aldredge added that the applicants represented a wide range of 
cultural diversity, which was impressive.  
 
Commissioner Bhargava said serving on the committee was a real eye opener in terms of 
learning how many artists and organizations are operating in Bellevue.  
 
Ms. Stamm said the recommendation from the committee would fund about 53 percent of the 
total amount of funding requested.  
 
A motion to endorse the allocations committee’s 2022 funding recommendations for Eastside 
Arts Partnerships, Special Projects and Power Up as presented was made by Commissioner 



Gowdy. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Bhargava and the motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
5. COMMISSION QUICK BUSINESS – None  
 
6. REPORTS 
 
 A. Commissioners’ Committee and Lead Reports – As Noted 
 
 B. Project Updates from Staff 
 
Ms. Stamm reported that the Downtown Park artist is finally working with the fabricator and 
installer. The Commission will be provided an update on the project soon.  
 
8. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Chair Lau Hui adjourned the meeting at 5:33 p.m.  
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Tuesday, December 7, 2021 Bellevue Arts Commission 

Zoom Meeting:  4:30 pm Commission Staff Contact:  425.452.4064 

 
BelRed Arts District Implementation Plan 
At this meeting, the Arts Commission will be provided an update on the development of an 
implementation plan for the BelRed Arts District.  
 
BACKGROUND 
BelRed is home to the densest cluster of creative businesses, individual artists, and arts and cultural 
organizations in Bellevue. In 2009, the Council-approved BelRed Subarea Plan recognized this by 
highlighting the location of an “Arts Village” in BelRed – roughly at the location of the former location 
of the Pacific Northwest Ballet’s Francia Russell Center. Since that original designation, this general 
area of BelRed has become known as the BelRed Arts District. 
 
Since the original designation as an Arts Village, several community and city efforts to galvanize the 
district have been undertaken, although lacked actionable implementation measures. In the 
intervening years, rents and available space have continued to put pressure on the BelRed arts 
community as development of the area is spurred by the 2009 rezone and coming light rail. 
 
In 2020, Council approved the Bellevue Economic Development Plan. Included in the plan was the 
first reference in a Council-approved plan to the BelRed Arts District as part of a broader strategy to 
support growth of the creative economy. Specific Arts District strategies highlighted within the plan 
include: 
 

CE 2. Develop the built and institutional infrastructure needed to position the BelRed Arts  
District as a major destination.  

 
CE 2.1 Establish a working group to convene, foster and promote the BelRed Arts  

District.  
CE 2.2  Reduce barriers for arts uses and improve prioritization of the arts incentive for new 

development in the BelRed Arts District. 
 
Also in 2020, staff worked with artist Katie Miller to develop the BelRed Arts District Project report 
drawn from extensive community outreach as part of the project. Outreach included a survey with 
over 200 responses and over 60 individual stakeholder interviews. Major themes and key needs that 
emerged from this outreach included: 

• Collaboration should be the foundation in the development of the arts district; 
• Management of the district is desired; 
• Dedicated and sustainable funding;  
• The need to define what Arts means for the BelRed Arts District – what are the components 

that make BelRed unique? 
• Inclusive, affordable, and accessible place for create people to come together; 
• Real commitments on implementation and leadership from the City; 
• Increase visibility and awareness of the district; and 
• Affordability is a major issue. 

 
In 2021, staff contracted with Ambergris Project, an arts and consulting firm, to develop an 
implementation plan for the arts district that draws from an extensive study of precedents and 
findings from the engagement report.  

Information 



 
IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 

 
• Management 
• Visibility 
• Creative space 
• Connection 

Note: Please keep in mind that focus areas and draft strategies are still in early development and 
may change as the draft plan is developed. 

Strategies will be developed to support different components of the focus areas. These include: 

1. Management: 
a. Community Infrastructure  
b. Financial Infrastructure  

2. Visibility: 
a. Branding and Identity  
b. Marking the District – Public art 
c. Awareness – Amplifying the district 

3. Creative Space 
a. Removing Barriers – Making development/permitting of arts spaces easier 
b. Protecting existing space – Mechanisms for keeping the arts where they are 
c. Creating new space – Incentivizing or catalyzing new arts spaces 
d. Public Spaces – Parks, open space, trails and streets 
e. Supportive Spaces – Cafes, restaurants, small retail, etc 

4. Connection 
a. Defining the Center – A dedicated space for the district 
b. Connecting Innovators – Artists and creatives working together 
c. Filling the District – Programs and events 

Feedback from the commission is extremely helpful in developing strategies to support the 
development of the Arts District. 
 



NEXT STEPS 
Staff will work with the consultant, Ambergris Project, on the continued development of this plan. The 
BelRed Arts District Subcommittee will be engaged prior to the next update to the commission.  

ATTACHMENTS  
None 

PRESENTER CONTACT 
Scott MacDonald, Arts Consultant 
Ambergris Project, scott@ambergris-project.com 

STAFF CONTACT 
Lorie Hoffman, Arts Community Manager
425-452-4246, lhoffman@bellevuewa.gov



 
 

Tuesday, December 7 2021 Bellevue Arts Commission 

Zoom Meeting:  4:30 p.m. Commission Staff Contact:  425.452.4064 

 
2021 Year-In-Review 
At today’s meeting, staff will present a review of the 2021 Arts Program work.  
 
ARTS GRANTS 
Grants continue to be an important part of supporting and fostering a vibrant arts community. Last year 
there was a lot of uncertainty around whether grantees would be able to fulfill their grant agreements to 
receive their full granted funds with the pandemic. Luckily, we were able to support most of the 
organizations with either full or partial support. This year proved difficult once again, however, we were 
able to honor all but a few grants – much more than in 2020. We had the most ever grantees apply this 
year, with 46 total applications.  
Recommended 2022 grants were approved by Council on November 22nd. More details about the 2021 
and 2022 grants are below: 

2021 Grants: 
• Total funds: $145,000 
• Total requests: $255,711  
• Awarded organizations or artists: 42 
• New organizations or artists: 12 
  
2022 Grants: 
• Total funds: $145,000 
• Total requests: $272,530 
• Awarded organizations or artists: 43 
• New organizations or artists: 12 

 
PUBLIC ART 
Public art projects took essential steps forward in 2021. These included: 

• Downtown Park NE Corner Artwork by Marc Fornes – City Council approved the fabrication and 
installation contract for this artwork setting it up to be the largest single investment in a public 
artwork in Bellevue’s history. This project is currently in fabrication and will be installed in 2022. 

• 130th Streetscape Artwork by Po Shu Wang – The commission has approved the final design of this 
artwork and staff are now working on a contract for fabrication and installation, which will go to 
Council for approval in 2022. 

• BelRed Streetscape Artwork Concepts by Jill Anholt – The commission provided feedback on two 
early concepts for public art projects in BelRed. The commission recommended moving forward 
with a public art project at 121st and Spring Boulevard. The artist worked with members of the 
Snoqualmie tribe and the Japanese American community to refine the artwork concept for this site. 

• Portable Art Collection – 21 new portable artworks added to the Public Art Collection in 2020 are 
on display at City Hall through the end of the year. On removal, staff will place artworks in their next 
home, dispersed among City-owned buildings.  

• Public Art Collection Maintenance and Restorations – Staff contracted with Artech to perform 
annual maintenance work on the collection and restoration of two artworks – Arc with 4 Forms by 
George Baker and Garden of Alternatives by Brian Goldbloom. Bellevue has not had a regular 
maintenance program in roughly ten years. This contract and work therein will continue into 2022. 

I n f o r m a t i o n 



 
• Utility Boxes – The first phase of the Utility Box Wraps Program proved highly successful, covering 

eight locations in BelRed in 2021. The call for phase two was approved by the commission, and 
staff is currently advertising the call and collecting applications.  
 

BELLWETHER 
Staff successfully pulled off the first Pandemic Bellwether, the third official iteration since Bellwether’s 
shift from a biannual sculpture show to a yearly multidisciplinary festival. In 2021, Bellwether served over 
2,000 at the Bellevue Arts Museum, over one hundred at live music events, and countless others at the 
Botanical Garden. We also had a highly successful panel discussion on censorship in the arts that was 
recorded and now will continue to be a valuable resource accessible online. Additionally, this year 
Bellwether had its first film festival with ten videos sourced from local artists and included three videos 
featuring various Bellevue locations that were filmed in 2020.  
Bellwether supported over 65 artists and included 34 installed artworks at the Bellevue Arts Museum and 
Botanical Garden for all of September.  
 
SUPPORTING EASTSIDE ARTISTS 
Bellevue launched an Eastside Artist Roster in 2020. This roster is open for use by all Eastside cities if the 
artists elect to allow other cities to access their information. The Utility Box Wraps program has greatly 
increased registration on the roster, currently with over 100 artists. This time last year, we only had about 
30 artists registered. Staff have been able to use the roster for advertising various calls and for sourcing 
panelists.  
 
EASTSIDE ARTS AND CULTURE COALITION 
Near the start of the pandemic in the United States, leadership from KidsQuest and the Bellevue Arts 
Museum started meeting regularly to share information. These meetings have continued through 2021 
into an active group that includes a wide range of arts organizations across the Eastside. The group has 
since attracted the attention of King County Council Chair Claudia Balducci and has received a grant to 
continue their work coalescing and organizing on the Eastside.  
 
ARTS COMMISSION 
Due to the pandemic, the Arts Commission’s meetings have continued on Zoom. At this point, we are 
unsure when in-person meetings will resume but are hopeful for a possible hybrid option in the future. This 
year, the commission said farewell to former Chair Philip Malkin and welcomed Bhavna Bhargava.  
 
STAFF 
This year was particularly bittersweet as we said farewell to longtime friend and staff member Scott 
MacDonald. MacDonald has continued work as a consultant on various public art projects, particularly 
managing the completion of the Downtown Park artwork.  
Later in the year, we welcomed the new Arts Community Manager, Lorie Hoffman, who hit the ground 
running during Bellwether. Hoffman has since proven to be a vital team member, with big exciting 
Workplan items coming in 2022.  
 
UPCOMING IN 2022 
Staff will present an update on the 2022 work plan to the commission early next year. 
 
 
STAFF CONTACTS 
Lorie Hoffman, Arts Community Manager, 425-452-4246 
Manette Stamm, Arts Program Analyst, 425-452-4064 
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Criteria BelRed Wilburton Downtown Crossroads

Most 
Appropriate 
Project Type

Mixed use live/
work with creative 
business space 
and artist studios.  
Could also be 
combined with 
shared makers 
and co-working 
type spaces. 
Could be 
combined with 
arts education 
space to 
complement 
developments in 
the Spring District

Mixed use live/
work with creative 
business space 
and artist studios

Mixed use live/
work with more 
emphasis on 
creative retail

Mixed use live/
work with creative 
business space 
and artist studios.  
Could also 
combine culinary 
arts if located 
near the mall, as 
well as potential 
future multicultural 
center

Intangibles

Many nonprofit 
arts orgs are 
currently in this 
area and will need 
to be relocated.  
This location 
could be part of 
the solution

Area envisioned 
as a good place 
for entrepreneurs 
and start-ups

Vibrant area with 
lots of foot traffic; 
planned Grand 
Connections 
trail will increase 
walkability

Connections with 
newer immigrant 
communities 
would be strong 
here

In terms of funding potential, each area is included in the 
Multifamily Property Tax Exemption Program. BelRed offers 
a particular advantage as King County has allocated $10 
million in special funds for affordable TOD housing projects in 
BelRed. Guidelines for this funding are still being developed 
by King County. 

Another key factor in comparing the above potential 
neighborhoods is understanding where creative people want 
to be. This is still unknown and will need to be addressed with 
an arts market study.

Bellwether Art Fair, Ezra Dickinson 
Source: City of Bellevue Bellevue Arts Museum, Downtown

Source: BBBSPS.org
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Local Leadership 
Strong local leadership is essential to the successful development of an Artspace project. Its importance 
cannot be overstated: without someone on the ground to open doors, advocate effectively for the project, 
and keep communication flowing between the developer and the community, there is little chance of 
success. 

Beginning with the Core Group that participates in the entire two-day Preliminary Feasibility Visit, Artspace 
looks for effective local leaders from the very start. Over the course of the stay, the Core Group provides 
valuable information and insights about the community, its history, and its strengths and weaknesses. If a 
project makes the transition from planning to predevelopment, the Core Group is likely to change as well. 
But some local leaders step forward on day 1 and continue until the grand opening. 

In Bellevue, local staff leadership is extremely strong. In addition, the quality of the partners in the room 
for the Funders and Financing Focus Group were reflective of the leadership in the region at many levels. 
There was a true sense of partnership and collaboration that is often rare, especially between the County 
and the City. In the future and as this initiative to creative affordable space for Bellevue’s creative sector 
continues, the arts community needs private sector representation in the core group to underscore the 
efforts of City staff. Adding creative sector voices to the table will also help with the next phase of work in 
determining the market demand for space. 

In Artspace’s first group meeting with City staff and elected officials, the following goals were mentioned 
that underscore the leadership around preserving affordability and Bellevue’s creative sector:

●● Aggressive goals for affordable workforce housing: the creation/preservation of 2,500 
additional homes for households at or below 50% AMI, and 2,000 homes for households 
between 50% and 80% AMI.9

●● Arts are an economic development driver.
●● Give the public more opportunities to interact with the arts.
●● The community values quality of life experiences. 
●● Activate neighborhoods to their fullest potential with character and diversity of uses.
●● More activity concentrated in TOD areas.
●● “Diversity is our Strength. Bellevue welcomes the world.” -City Council Vision Statement
●● Make the arts come to the forefront. Leadership doesn’t want the arts to get squeezed out.

9	 Bellevue Affordable Housing Strategy Report. https://bellevue.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=5201
317&GUID=1FA3F9EF-FEC5-4481-BAD3-CD5EB5E78C89

What is Local Leadership? 

Civic Leadership - Leaders from the public sector, school district, State and County, economic 
development professionals alike all help Artspace projects through different avenues including 
allocation of public funds.

Business Leadership - Representatives from banks, foundations, colleges, real estate professionals, 
developers, as well as individual business owners all play an important part in bolstering lively 
areas and Artspace communities. 

Arts Community Leadership - Artists and arts advocates are known to do so much with few resources 
in many communities, supporting an affordable arts facility can further the momentum for the arts 
and advocates of artist rights. 
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Sustainable Community 
Impact 
In Artspace’s experience, the projects that have the greatest impact make a significant difference in 
their communities over the long term. Often the lasting impact comes in two forms: ensuring affordable 
space for artists and arts organizations; and through the creation of the community that these projects 
facilitate – both in the residents and in the surrounding community. This is reflected in Artspace’s nonprofit 
mission “to create, foster, and preserve affordable space for artists and arts organizations” and the goal of 
“building better communities through the arts.” To accomplish this the development built should align with 
as many broad community goals as possible. Given two otherwise equal development opportunities, it is 
recommended that the City pursue the one with the greater potential upside over the long term. 
 
Bellevue has several opportunities to combine the space needs of the broader creative community as part 
of a mixed-use artist housing project.  

MULTICULTURAL FACILITY 

Councilmember Lee is a strong advocate for a Council-wide initiative to provide low-cost performance and 
studio space for some of the new immigrant community’s cultural groups, events and activities, particularly 
in regard to fostering cross-cultural interaction and understanding. The City Council approved $50,000 in 
its 2017-18 budget to study the interest and needs related to cross-cultural programming, which could 
include but is not limited to an exploration of a possible facility to house this type of programming. City 
Staff has begun this scoping effort and plans to complete it by the end of 2017.

One outcome of the study could be to combine the potential physical space needs of a Multicultural 
Facility to be incorporated or adjacent to a future mixed-use affordable workforce artist housing project. A 
Multicultural Facility could be an anchor tenant of a future mixed-use facility.  Such an anchor would add 
street-level vibrancy to a housing project and open the door for future collaborations between the creative 
people living and working in a future facility and the people working and participating in the Multicultural 
Facility’s offerings.  

Combining the space needs of a future potential Multicultural Facility 
should be considered as part of a future mixed-use artist housing project.  
Other creative businesses or nonprofit arts organizations should also be 

considered.

Bollywood Beats, Lunar New Year Celebration Source: City of Bellevue 
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CREATIVE BUSINESSES AND BUSINESSESS 
AND NONPROFITS ARTS ORGANIZATIONS 

As evidenced by many participants in the Artist and Arts 
Organizations Focus Group, there are other organizations and 
businesses that could benefit from long-term affordable space in 
a mixed-use artist housing project. Several organizations who will 
be losing their space from the BelRed District in the coming year 
including the Pacific Northwest Ballet.  These organizations’ space 
needs should be evaluated and quantified as part of a future arts 
market study of Bellevue’s creative sector.  In Artspace’s portfolio 
there are good examples of this sort of partnership, highlighted 
below. 

Best Practices - Artspace and Non-Profit 
Tenant Partnerships

●● Buffalo, NY - The Buffalo Arts and Technology 
Center (BATC) is an anchor tenant in our mixed-use affordable 
artist housing project in Buffalo. The BATC occupies 15,000 sq. 
ft. of space on the first and lower level of the historic electric 
car factory that housing 36 units of artist housing on floors 
2-5. They are a nonprofit subsidiary of Manchester Bidwell out 
of Pittsburgh, PA.  The focus of the BATC is two-fold:  1. To 
provide high quality art instruction to low income children in the 
neighborhood, with an eye toward potential art careers and 2. 
To provide medical technology training to low income adults in 
the neighborhood. They then help place the adults into jobs at 
the nearby medical campus. There is a synergistic relationship 
with both the nearby hospital and the artist residents, some of 
whom act as faculty in the BATC program.

●● St. Paul, MN - Springboard for the Arts is an 
anchor tenant in our mixed-use project in the Lowertown 
Historic District of St. Paul. Springboard provides resources, 
workshops and training for individual artists and small to 
mid-sized arts organizations to help them find access to the 
resources they need to be successful artists. Springboard 
has a symbiotic relationship with artists across our 10 
projects in Minnesota. 

●● Seattle, WA – At the Baker Station Artist Lofts 
in Seattle, Washington, a bilingual daycare serves the 
multicultural needs of the neighborhood. 

●● Dearborn, MI – The City Hall Artspace Lofts has 
an important partner in the Arab American National Museum, 
whose Executive Director joined the Board of Directors at 
Artspace, further solidifying the relationship. 

This report summarizes the findings 
from two studies, “How Artist Space 
Matters” and “How Art Spaces Matter 
II,” which examine the long-term impact 
and sustainability of five Artspace 
projects: the Northern Warehouse 
Artists’ Cooperative, the Tilsner Artists’ 
Cooperative, the Traffic Zone Center for 
Visual Art (all in MN), the Tashiro Kaplan 
Artist Lofts (Seattle, WA), and the 
Riverside Artist Lofts (Reno, NV). These 
studies found that creative spaces 
benefit communities by:

•	 Animating deteriorated historic 
structures and/or underutilized spaces.
•	 Bringing vacant and/or 
underutilized spaces back on the tax 
rolls and boosting area property values.
•	 Fostering the safety and livability 
of neighborhoods without evidence of 
gentrification-led displacement.
•	 Anchoring arts districts and 
expanding public access to the art.
•	 Attracting additional artists, 
arts businesses, organizations, and 
supporting non-arts businesses to the 
area.
Read the full report at: http://www.artspace.
org/ideas-insights/artspace-publications/taking-
measure-creative-placemaking 

TAKING A MEASURE OF 
CREATIVE PLACEMAKING
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SUMMARY AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS
The City of Bellevue is well positioned to pursue an affordable live/work mixed-use facility for artists 
and creatives in the region. With a robust arts and creative community that is getting squeezed by the 
rising cost of real estate and with creatives getting displaced, a need for space is paramount. The State 
of Washington, King County, and Bellevue have resources for affordable housing and transit-oriented 
development available although they are increasingly competitive. When combined with a strong creative 
sector and a new transit system underway, Artspace has a strong sense that the timing is critical for 
Bellevue to focus on the benefits of raising the visibility of their artist community and creating long-term 
affordable space to keep and attract creative people. 

The City’s Comprehensive Plan supports residential density, affordable housing, and the arts. A project in 
the model of an Artspace live/work facility could advance numerous community goals within that plan and 
be an asset to any of the priority neighborhoods or corridors addressed in this report. A development of 
this nature could both help retain artists and arts organizations and attract new ones to the area. This also  
could be a solution to the issue of the need to expand creative spaces and address cultural facility needs 
highlighted in the Creative Edge Bellevue report. 

An Arts Market Study will quantify the need for artist 
live/work, studio/work-only, shared space concepts, 
and other kinds of creative production and exhibition 
spaces, thereby providing reliable information for 
others – including prospective LIHTC investors, 
as well as market-rate developers who might also 
consider creating below-market-rate creative space 
once the market is revealed with the data. Resulting 
data should also be helpful to policy makers to 
encourage further infrastructure investment in support 
of the creative community and creative economy. It is 
also recommended that either the Arts Market Study 
include an additional survey of creative businesses 
and arts organizations, or a series of focus groups 
and meetings be held to gain a clearer understanding 
of the market depth for creative commercial space. 
Results can reveal unique space needs, capacity, and 
interest in new space, and build confidence in the 
philanthropic and lender communities for including 
non-residential space in a future project.  

Artspace strongly recommends the next step 
of an Arts Market Study, to help Bellevue 

understand the depth and breadth of the local 
and regional creative community. 

3:1 Redundancy

In Artspace’s experience, the threshold for market 
strength of an affordable artist housing financed 
project requires a minimum 3:1 redundancy, 
identifying at least 3 interested artists for every 
1 live/work space created. The triple redundancy 
method accounts for factors that may influence 
live/work demand assumptions, including:

●● Interested artists who have 
household incomes at or below 60% 
of the Area Median Income

●● Interested households in which more 
than one artist responded to the 
survey 

●● Interested artists who are currently 
full-time students, and whose 
household incomes/compositions 
are likely to change post-graduation.
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Based on findings from the visit and previously mentioned past experience in the Puget Sound region,  
Artspace’s instinct is that Bellevue can support 75-100 units of artist housing in addition to 10,000 SF 
or more of below-market-rate creative commercial space. These estimates are based on our experience 
using the (3:1) triple redundancy formula, which we’ve found to be effective in markets of Bellevue’s size. 
Instinct however, is not a sufficient reason for bankers and funders to offer a mortgage loan; the statistical 
evidence of market demand can only be provided through an Arts Market Study. 

ADDITIONAL NEXT STEPS
 

●● Project Concept/Potential Sites Discuss priority areas of opportunity with City staff 
and agree upon two potential sites for a mixed-use artist housing project. If possible, begin 
the process to either influence the language in RFPs, as would be the case with the Sound 
Transit OMFE site in the BelRed District, or take steps to tie-up a property for a near-future 
development.

●● Artists and Arts Organizations Add artists and creative business voices to the 
conversation, as well as representatives of culturally distinct arts organizations and groups and 
the Tateuchi Center. If this initiative moves forward, more artists and creative business owners/
entrepreneurs – as well as members of new immigrant communities and communities of color 
– will need to be a part of the leadership to successfully advance this project and ensure it is 
reflective of the Bellevue community.

•	 �Develop capacity building programs and opportunities for artists and organizations to 
interact.  

•	 Consider space for a new Multicultural Facility into a mixed-use artist housing project. 
●● Funders and Financing Bellevue and King County have several funding programs that 

align with the Project Concept. The new King County TOD Fund would be particularly important 
for advancing a project in BelRed, including the Sound Transit OMFE Site.  

●● Local Leadership Encourage leaders within the arts community to formalize an advisory 
group that can help engage the creative community in a future market survey, participate as 
needed in a future development/design process, and serve in an advocacy role. Identify a 
leader or leaders in this group by September 2017.

●● Sustainable Community Impact  Ensure any site and concept aligns with other community 
goals in order to have maximum support. 

Artspace greatly appreciates the opportunity to have visited Bellevue and engaged with and learned from 
its residents and leaders. Artspace came away with a strong sense of the potential for an artist live/work 
mixed-use facility to be a successful venture and an asset to the community. Insights and recommendations 
in this report should help guide a project to the next phase of development with the ultimate goal of 
Bellevue being home to an affordable arts facility.
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Top to Bottom: First residents at the Artspace Tannery Lofts in Santa Cruz, California; Residents in El Barrio’s 
Artspace PS109 in East Harlem, New York; Interior of a live/work unit in the Northern Warehouse Artists’ 
Cooperative in St. Paul, Minnesota; Grand Opening of the Brookland Artspace Lofts in Washington D.C.; 

Exterior of City Hall Artspace Lofts in Dearborn, Michigan.

ARTSPACE PROJECTS AROUND THE COUNTRY
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Appendix I 

ABOUT ARTSPACE
Established in 1979 to serve as an advocate for 
artists’ space needs, Artspace effectively fulfilled 
that mission for nearly a decade. By the late 
1980’s, however, it was clear that the problem 
required a more proactive approach, and Artspace 
made the leap from advocate to developer. Since 
then, the scope of Artspace’s activities has grown 
dramatically. Artspace is now a national leader 
in the field of developing affordable space that 
meets the needs of artists through the adaptive 
reuse of historic buildings and new construction. 

Artspace’s first three live/work projects were 
in Saint Paul: the Northern Warehouse Artists’ 
Cooperative (1990), Frogtown Family Lofts 
(1992), and Tilsner Artists’ Cooperative (1993). In 
the mid-1990s, Artspace broadened its mission 
to include non-residential projects. The first of 
these, The Traffic Zone Center for Visual Art (1995), 
transformed an historic bakery in the Minneapolis 
Warehouse district into 24 studios for mid-career 
artists. 

Since then, Artspace has expanded its range 
of activities to include projects in operation or 
development in more than 20 states across the 
nation. In all, these projects represent nearly 
2,000 live/work units and millions of square feet 
of non-residential community and commercial 
space. Artspace has evolved from a Minnesota 
organization with a few national projects into 
a truly national organization based in the Twin 
Cities, with offices in New York, Los Angeles, 
Seattle, New Orleans, and Washington D.C. 

Artspace programs fall in three broad categories: 
Property Development, Asset Management, and 
Consulting Services. 

Artists at work
With affordable space to live and 
work, our resident artists can unleash 
their creativity

Lively neighborhoods
Our projects spur economic activity 
and dynamic street life in the area.

Sustainable solutions
Our projects provide long-term 
affordable space without ongoing 
fundraising.
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PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT

Development projects, which typically involve the 
adaptive reuse of older buildings, but can also 
involve new construction, are the most visible of 
Artspace’s activities. To date, we have completed 
more than 41 major projects. A dozen more are 
under construction or in the development pipeline. 
Artspace live/work projects are operating from 
coast to coast. 

ASSET MANAGEMENT

Artspace owns or co-owns all of the buildings 
it develops; our portfolio now comprises more 
than $600 million worth of real property. We 
strive to manage our properties so that they will 
be well-maintained, yet remain affordable to the 
low-and moderate-income artists for whom they 
were developed in the first place. Revenues in 
excess of expenses are set aside for preventive 
maintenance, commons area improvements and 
building upgrades. 

CONSULTING SERVICES 

In addition to its roles as developer, owner, 
and manager, Artspace acts as a consultant to 
communities, organizations, and individuals 
seeking information and advice about developing 
affordable housing and work space for artists, 
performing arts centers, and cultural districts, 
often within the context of historic preservation. 
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Appendix II 
PATH OF AN ARTSPACE PROJECT

  
 

THE PATH OF AN ARTSPACE PROJECT 
 
Rome wasn’t built in a day, and neither is an Artspace project. In fact, a typical Artspace 
live/work project takes from four to seven years to complete. Although no two projects are 
precisely alike, they all travel a similar path through the development process.  
 
Here is a brief look at a typical Artspace live/work project as it proceeds from first inquiries 
through feasibility studies, predevelopment, and development to completion and occupancy. 
Please note that this is not an exhaustive list of every activity that goes into an Artspace 
project, and that some actions may occur in a different order. 
 

STEP 1: PRELIMINARY FEASIBILITY 

Overview • Information Gathering and Outreach 

Primary 
Activities 

• Meet with artists, civic leaders, and other stakeholders 

• Conduct public meeting to introduce Artspace and solicit feedback 

• Tour candidate buildings and/or sites 

• Conduct extended outreach as needed to ensure that people from 
underrepresented communities are included in the process 

Deliverables • Written report with recommendations for next steps 

Prerequisites for 
Moving Forward 

• Demonstrated support from local leadership 

• Critical mass of artists and arts organizations with space needs 

• Established base of financial support 

Time frame • 3-5 months, kicked off by a 2-day visit 

Cost • $20,000 

 
  

$25,000
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STEP 2: ARTS MARKET SURVEY 

Overview • Assessing the Need 

Primary 
Activities 

• Assemble a comprehensive list of artists (and arts organizations, if 
applicable) in the area 

• Reach out to artists and creative organizations from diverse arts disciplines, 
ages, ethnic backgrounds, etc., asking them about their space needs 

• Conduct a public meeting to launch the survey and educate the community 
about the project 

• Analyze and report on survey findings 

Deliverables • Written report with recommendations for next steps 

Prerequisites for 
Moving Forward 

• Sufficient number of responses from eligible, interested artists to support 
an Artspace live/work project 

Time frame • 4-6 months 

Cost • $30,000 (artists only) or $42,500 (artists and arts organizations) 
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STEP 3: PREDEVELOPMENT I 

Overview • Determining Project Location and Size 

Primary 

Activities 

• Work with City and other stakeholders to establish (a) preliminary project 
scope and (b) space development program for evaluating building and site 
capacity 

• Analyze candidate buildings/sites with respect to cost, availability, and 
other factors impacting their ability to address development program goals 

• Review existing information about potential site(s) to identify key legal, 
environmental, physical, and financial issues affecting their suitability  

• Negotiate with property owners with goal of obtaining site control 
agreement 

• Continue outreach to artists and arts organizations 

• Connect with potential creative community partners and commercial 
tenants 

Deliverables 

• Confirmation of development space program and goals 

• Assessment of site suitability and identification of any contingent 
conditions to be resolved through continued due diligence 

• Site control agreement or update regarding status of site control 
negotiations  

• Summary of project status 

Prerequisites for 
Moving Forward 

• Site control agreement with property owner 

• Growing stakeholder/leadership group 

• Both parties’ agreement on project scope and feasibility 

Time frame • 3-6 months 

Cost • $150,000 
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Tashiro Kaplan Artist Lofts/Tashiro Arts Building 
Pioneer Square, Seattle, WA

●● Owned and Developed by Artspace in 2004
●● Pioneer Square Community Association was the active community partner 
●● 50 live/work units
●● One, Two, Three Bedroom units range from 800-1,863 SF
●● Flexible floor plans to accommodate different artistic disciplines
●● 28 commercial tenants; including: 4Culture, individual artist studios, artist exhibit co-ops, 15 

commercial galleries, and a coffee shop
●● 130,000 SF total; 59,000 SF commercial 
●● Heart of the First Thursday Art Walk in Pioneer Square
●● Wait-list of 1,850 people
●● 2 building rehab + new construction upper floors 
●● “The TK filled the first floor with active businesses and sidewalk 

life. You felt safer because now there were people moving into 
and out of the businesses after dark .... Before, that part of 
Pioneer Square had very little activity except for people passing 
through — going through it to get from A to B..” — Nora Liu, 
City of Seattle, Department of Planning and Development

Artspace Hiawatha Lofts 
Jackson Place, Seattle, WA

●● Owned and Developed by Artspace in 2008
●● 61 live/work units one block from the Light Rail
●● 89,000 SF total; 5,000 SF commercial 
●● Wait-list of 2,000 people
●● 4-story new construction building 
●● Built at a cost of $17.1 million, the Hiawatha is a four-story 

building with an expansive exterior courtyard and a large 
community room that accommodates a variety of uses, 
including performances and lecture/demonstrations by 
Hiawatha tenants. Designed to recall the industrial buildings 
that formerly dominated the northern end of the Rainier Valley, 
it has large windows, high ceilings and durable surfaces that 
accommodate a wide variety of creative uses

Artspace Mount Baker Lofts  
Mount Baker, Seattle, WA

●● Owned and Developed by Artspace in 2014
●● 57 live/work units; adjacent to Mt. Baker Light Rail Station; 

TOD building
●● 3 stories of residential above small commercial spaces with 

roof deck garden
●● Designed to encourage walk, bike, ped, and transit facilities, it 

has bike storage and reserved car-share parking spaces, but 
no parking garage

●● Studio, 1 bedroom, and 3 bedroom layouts
●● 12 commercial spaces from 275 SF to 1,170 SF 
●● Wait-list of 900 people
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*Incentives may be city-wide or restricted to designated creative or cultural corridors, BIDs, TIF districts,
Redevelopment Areas, etc.

FOR DEVELOPERS/PROPERTY OWNERS

1. Property tax exemption
	� Existing: (4 units and up to 20% of units set aside as affordable to those under 80% AMI, developer 

received property tax exemption for 8-12 years) Currently “Mixed-Use Centers” are the area of 
focus for this incentive. 
�Potential: An additional layer could be applied that extends the exemption time frame for providing 
a preference for artist households and designing/leasing for creative business uses within a 
designated area.

2. Traditional affordable housing/redevelopment/economic development funding (HOME, CDBG,
loans) can be targeted as a priority to developments that include creative public spaces (exhibition/gallery,
workshop/performance space, etc.) or artist housing, within identified creative districts or city-wide. This
could be a strategy for encouraging creative-use development proposals for City issued site development
or funding RFP’s. Prioritizing and including artist live/work housing, or creative space commercial
development as part of the Consolidated and Strategic Plan would be a first step.

3. Development Loan Program or private foundation PRI funding program that provides low interest
capital loans to developers/property owners who offer long-term affordable spaces for creative businesses
and artists.

4. Municipal Art Fund: Expansion to allow for creation of public spaces for the arts (studio, exhibition,
performance etc.). Add a developer percent for public art requirement with options for either on site “art”
or creation of public “art space”. May also incentivize payment into the Municipal Art or other Fund, by
offering a 1% option into the fund or a 2% option for on-site public art/public art space.

5. Density bonus for inclusion of permanently affordable, live/work space for artists. Developers
would include a leasing preference for artists and provide appropriate design.

6. Policy Related: Streamlined planning approval processes; codes and zoning overlays that encourage 
live/work and other creative, non-conventional-uses; relaxed design guidelines or other regulations in
return for the incorporation of long-term affordable creative commercial and residential spaces.

7. Reduced zoning/building fees for the inclusion of permanently affordable space for the arts (working,
retail, creative office, production space etc.)

8. A policy that encourages the creation of an artist preference for the affordable units in any 80/20 deals
occurring in Tacoma and within a designated creative district.

Appendix V 
Creative Space Development Incentives/

Funding Opportunities 
Developed for Tacoma, WA



9. PILOT (Payment in Lieu of Taxes) program that freezes property taxes for a stipulated time period
and within an identified creative corridor or other district. Require that a specific percentage of new space
qualifying for the PILOT be set aside for public arts uses or as affordable space for the creative community.

10. Façade grants and other forgivable, new-business loans for building owners who provide affordable
creative spaces and maintain creative business/artists in those spaces for an agreed upon time period.

FOR CREATIVE BUSINESSES

1. Adopted Arts and Cultural District(s) that provides incentives to “qualified creative businesses” that
relocate or expand within the boundaries and meet specific criteria. Williamsburg VA example includes:
Business Tax rebate, Sales Tax Benefit (1% return of sales taxes generated within a designated time
period), zoning and building fee exemptions for building or expanding within the district.

2. 1% sales and use tax for cultural facilities. Such a fund could provide revolving loans, capital
improvement grants for tenant build-out, for subsidizing long -term master-leases for creative industries
or for providing direct rental subsidy to qualified creative businesses leasing in a commercial building.
Building owners could be required to provide a rental rate reduction in return for the benefit of a long-term
master-lease.

3. Foundation PRI funded program that directs funding to creative businesses for equipment and other
start-up costs. May be forgivable loans if the business remains in operation for a specified time period.

FOR ARTISTS AND THEIR FAMILIES 

1. Homeownership assistance
�Existing: “Tacoma Down Payment Assistance” The program allows up to $20,000 in down 
payment assistance with payments deferred for 30 years at a 4% simple interest rate. The 
program combines with the Washington State Housing Finance Commission’s Home Advantage 
first mortgage loan program.
�Potential: Artists and other creative industry workers often qualify for homeownership assistance 
programs but are not aware of the program or may have difficulty having their loans (first and 
second) approved due to independent contractor rather than w-2 income. Outreach to the creative 
community about this and similar opportunities along with underwriter education with regard to 
artist income may help seed more creative worker homeowners in Tacoma.

2. Live/work zoning and similar initiatives that remove obstacles that may prevent artists from operating
a creative business in their home, converting garages into studios, etc. Particularly within a residential or
mixed-use neighborhood targeted for creative uses.

OTHER ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/PRIVATE INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

1. State of Washington’s Building For the Arts capital funding available to qualified nonprofits (may
trigger Davis Bacon wages)

2. Tax Increment Financing to capitalize creative business spaces and nonprofit organizations within the
TIF district

57
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Appendix VI 
PFV QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS 

At the beginning of the focus group meeting of artists and arts organizations, a Creative Space Needs 
Questionnaire was distributed. Each participant was asked to answer the questions as completely as 
possible. The focus of the questionnaire was to collect information about individuals or organizations that 
are interested in renting space in the project. With the understanding that many of the participants would 
not be in need of space, the group was instructed to skip the questions that do not apply to them and to 
feel welcome to add comments to the end of the questionnaire. Below is a summary of the results from 
the 10 artists and creative people who completed the questionnaire. 

Additional Comments 

Other comments and concerns asserted that arts businesses are being driven from BelRed due to 
increasing rents, and there is little affordable rehearsal and performance space. Further there is a need for 
space to display art and help organizations such as ArtForma trying to make creativity more visible. 

Individual Artists 

Creative Pursuits 

Primary Art Discipline(s) 

Discipline 
# of 
Responses* 

Painting 5 
Dance 2 
Mixed Media 2 
Visual Art 2 
Ceramics 1 
Music/ Recording Music 1 
Performing Arts 1 
Photography 1 
Theater 1 
Writing 1 

*Respondents could note more than one discipline.

Do	you	pursue	art/creative	work	full-time?	
Yes	 5	
No	 5	
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Current Workspace 

What	neighborhood	do	you	
studio/practice	your	creative	work?	

Bel-Red	Arts	District	 2	

Bellevue	 1	
Belltown	(Seattle)	 1	
Georgetown	(Seattle)	 1	
Hiawatha	Artspace	(Seattle)	 1	
Kirkland	 1	
Redmond	 1	
West	Seattle	 1	

Current Residential Space 

Do	you	rent	or	own	your	household?	
Rent	 4	
Own	 4	
Other	 1	

What	do	you	pay	monthly	for	your	
housing,	excluding	utilities?	

<$1,000	 4	
$1,000-$2000	 2	
>$2000	 2	

If	no,	would	an	affordable	arts	facility	
further	your	creative	pursuits?		

Yes	 5	
No	 1	

Do	you	rent/own	studio	space	outside	of	
your	home?	

Yes	 3	
No	 7	

If	yes,	what	do	you	pay	monthly,	excluding	
utilities?	

$8,000	 2	
$200	(shared	space)	 1	

Live/Work	Space	
Yes	 No	

Do	you	have	studio/creative	
space	at	home?	 9	 3	
Is	your	home	designed	for	
live/work	uses?	 1	 10	
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Interest in Renting Space 

Rental	Market	Interest	

Type	of	Space	 Yes	 No	
If	yes,	maximum	

you	could	pay	
Affordable	Studio/Workspace	 6	 0	 $300-$8300	
Affordable	Live/Work	Space	 3	 3	 $900-$2000	
Affordable	Living	Only	 1	 4	 N/A	
Shared	Creative	Space	 5	 0	 $50/day	

Neighborhood For	Studio/Workspace For	Housing For	Org/	Business
Bel-Red	Arts	District 2 2 2
Downtown	Bellevue 1 1 1
Bellevue	-	general 1 1 1
Bellevvue	-	I-90	corridor 1 1 2
Issaquah 1 1 1
Sammamish 1 1 1

Neighborhood	Preference

Do	you	know	other	artists/	creatives	that	
would	be	interested	in	renting	affordable	

studio	or	live/work	space?		
Yes	 9	
No	 0	

Organizations 

Creative Spaces and Amenities 

What	type	of	org/business	do	
you	represent?	

Non-profit	 5	
For-profit	 4	
Other	 3	

What	type	of	creative	space	do	you	need?	
Working	Space	 5	
Creative	Office/	Admin	 3	
Performance/Rehearsal	 2	
Storage	 3	
Large	facility	space	 3	
Retail/Storefront	 0	
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Future	org/	business	space	
Yes	 No	

Interested	in	relocating/renting	in	a	
new	multi-use	facility?	 7	 0	
Interested	in	sharing	space/	co-
locating	with	other	arts	organizations?	 7	 0	

What	building	amenities	are	most	needed?	
Performance/	Rehearsal	space	 4	
A/C	 2	
Backstage	space	 2	
Industrial	sink	 2	
Locker-room/Storage	space	 3	
Natural	lighting/windows	 2	
Showcase	window/display	space	 2	
Sprung	floor	 2	
Affordable,	safe	parking	 1	
Dance	studios	w/	5000-6500sqft	 1	
High	ceilings	 1	
Open	space	 1	
Teaching	space	 1	
Ventilation	 1	
Ceramics	center	 1	

Preferred	Type	of	Lease	
Long	Term	1	year	+	 7	
Hourly	 2	
Membership	 0	
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Draft Scope of Work Proposal for Bellevue, WA

October 8, 2021

The City of Bellevue, WA (“City”) has invited Artspace (“Artspace”) to submit a proposal for

an Arts Market Study of Individual Artists/Creatives and Arts Organizations/Creative

businesses. The statistical data and anecdotal input collected will inform the next steps for a

proposed creative space development project. The “Project” will be defined as an affordable,

arts-focused live/work mixed use facility. The Arts Market Study will include an online Arts

Market Survey to collect quantifiable space needs data from individual artists/creatives

living/working in Bellevue and regionally, and Focus Groups held with local arts

organizations/creative businesses on the topic of their affordable space needs and capacity for

new space. The Market Survey will be distributed broadly while the focus groups will be aimed

at local groups/businesses that have been specifically identified by the City of Bellevue. The

purpose of this scope of work (“Purpose”) is to provide the City with market feasibility and

space demand findings that can inform a project concept and next step recommendations.

The target for the market survey will include artists living, working, and/or doing business in

Bellevue, with a broad reach of up to a 50-mile radius of the city. The survey instrument is

designed to assess the demand for space, demographics, and specific space needs in the context

of the proposed project. The focus groups will be used to collect primarily descriptive data

regarding the interest and needs of local arts organizations/creative businesses for new space

in the proposed Project.

* Please note: Work may be conducted both in-person and virtually as appropriate for efficiency,

accessibility and for safety relative to the COVID-19 pandemic. In-person meetings are conditioned

on status of COVID-19 pandemic and mutually agreed upon protocols
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Step I: Arts Market Study (AMS)

The Arts Market Study (AMS) includes an online survey and subsequent analysis of the data

including, types of spaces, amenities, price points, and a description of the creatives who need space.

The survey will collect data from artists living, working, and/or doing business in Bellevue and the

surrounding region. There is an option to reach as wide as a 50-mile radius around Bellevue. The

survey instrument is designed to assess the demand for affordable live/work, studio-only and shared

spaces; reveal the demographics of interested artists and form an interest list for people who may

want space in a completed project. Artspace relies on a local partner (City of Bellevue or assignee) and

a Core Group of project supporters to promote the survey locally and ensure a robust response. The

cost of promotion, stipends for volunteers, design, printing, and other related costs are not included

in this contract and are the responsibility of the City of Bellevue. An additional modest budget is

suggested to support this work. Artspace does provide tools and guidance to this group. Artspace will

deliver a Technical Report of data findings and a Summary Report of Recommendations. These

reports offer insight to inform an Artspace developed project concept as well as to advance projects

lead by local property developers and owners. It may also be used to inform new policies that support

affordable, creative live/work housing and workspace infrastructure. Collected data will reveal

whether demand is sufficient for an Artspace project to proceed to a next, predevelopment phase of

work.

a. Develop and launch an online market survey:

o Prepare a customized survey tool

o Prepare a timeline and task list for all parties

o Create a landing page with “Welcome” content and instructions for survey

respondents

o Purchase a vanity URL for the survey

o Provide resources for local promotion planning and implementation

o Launch and oversee survey *May be a virtual or in-person launch. One-in person

meeting, or two virtual meeting are included in this scope of work. In-person

meetings are conditioned on status of COVID-19 pandemic and mutually agreed upon

protocols.

o Provide weekly updates on survey responses to support promotion strategy
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b. Analyze data and deliver a Summary Report of Recommendations

c. Optional: Report Findings in a public meeting *May be virtual or in-person. One-in person meeting

or two virtual meeting are included in this scope of work. In-person meetings are

conditioned on status of COVID-19 pandemic and mutually agreed upon protocols

Deliverables: Technical Report of data and Summary Report of Findings and Recommendations

Step 2: Focus Groups with Arts Organizations/Creative

Businesses

In order to deliver information about the space needs of local arts/cultural organizations and creative

businesses, that can be used to inform a mixed-use project and/or advance other creative space

opportunities, Artspace proposes Focus Groups. Focus Groups would be held virtually, and information

would be collected through conversations, questionnaires, and online platform activities. Follow-up

smaller group or individual conversations would be conducted as needed to dive deeper into the

capacity and needs of potential anchor tenant or other prioritized groups. Participating

organizations/businesses should be diversely representative and identified by the City of Bellevue with

the assistance of the Core Group.

a. Moderate two focus groups and up to four individual or small-group, follow-up conversations

b. Create a short questionnaire for space needs and capacity information collection

c. Provide a summary of notes and findings that can be used for concept planning new space

Deliverables: Questionnaire and summary of notes and findings

Deliverables

1. Arts Market Study Findings Summary Report
2. Arts Market Study Technical Report of data
3. Summary of focus group notes and findings
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All deliverables will be provided digitally. Up to five (5) hard copies of the Report of Findings
Summary Report and Technical Report can be provided upon request.
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Budget

Two primary Artspace staff will be assigned to lead this work with broader Artspace Consulting and

Development Team support.

Hours Fee*

Arts Market Study n/a $35,000

o Preparation of customized survey tool

o Host and monitor survey responses

o One or two public meetings to launch survey and to deliver findings. One in-person

or two virtual meetings are included in this scope. TBD

o Technical Report of data

o Summary Report of Recommendations

Focus Groups 20 $5,000

o Moderate two focus groups with selected organizations/businesses

o Conduct up to four follow-up small group or individual conversations

o Develop and distribute a questionnaire to supplement conversations

o Deliver a summary of notes and findings

Arts Market Study n/a $35,000

Focus Groups $5,000

TOTAL FEE $40,000

*Artspace Consulting charges a rate of $250 per hour for consulting work which may include up to

four team members throughout the process.

Step
I

Step
II



6

Additional Notes on Roles and Responsibilities

The City of Bellevue agrees to:

 Assign a main point of contact/proxy for communication with Artspace;

 Coordinate logistics for the execution of the scope of work. Including:

a. Assembling a core group or steering committee of stakeholders to assist with the AMS

implementation and promotion.

b. Identifying and inviting the appropriate individuals and organizations to participate

in public meetings related to the AMS and to the Focus Groups

c. Responding to requests for feedback on reports, survey tools and other deliverables

with timely edits in agreed upon format.

 Budget for necessary staffing, volunteer stipends, design, printing and other AMS

promotional costs that may be incurred.



Tuesday, December 7, 2021 Bellevue Arts Commission 

Zoom Meeting:  4:30 pm Commission Staff Contact:  425.452.4064 

Jerry Lee Donation of Artwork by Gerard Tsutakawa 
At today’s meeting, staff will present a proposed donation to the Bellevue Art Collection by community 
Jerry Lee, the artwork being considered is by artist Gerard Tsutakawa.  

Motion: A motion to recommend approving the donation of the artwork Josho #5 by the artist Gerard 
Tsutakawa and include the artwork into the Bellevue Art Collection. 

BELLEVUE ART COLLECTION’S MISSION 
The City of Bellevue seeks to be a vital platform for cultural exchange and creative inspiration. The City 
turns to living artists to enrich the collective experience of Bellevue’s public places through permanent 
commissions and a growing collection of moveable artworks funded through the Public Art Program. A 
segment of the collection is devoted to artworks that raise the discourse on the defining aspects of 
Bellevue’s civic life, exploring the diverse identities of our residents, converging cultures, international 
connections, technological currents and interplay between nature and the urban experience that 
make Bellevue’s environment unique. Bellevue’s art collection helps document the dynamic moments 
and complexities of Bellevue’s cultural life and is an important resource for future generations.  

BACKGROUND  
Throughout the history of the Bellevue Art Collection, the Arts Commission has voted to accept 
donations of artwork based on various reasons including aesthetics of the work, relevance to the 
collection, availability of sites for the work, artist’s resume, and others. Donated works currently in the 
collection include: 

• Lotus by Verena Schwippert (Surrey Downs Park)
• Rock Totem by James Fitzgerald (Downtown)
• When Then Becomes Now by J. Seward Johnson (Storage)
• Bridle Trails Gazebo (not an artwork but important to the Bridle Trails community)
• Simply Respect by Ashmita Gulati (Portable Works Collection)

LEE DONATION 
Community member Jerry Lee has proposed the donation of an artwork in his collection. The artwork 
is titled Josho #5 by artist Gerard Tsutakawa, created in 2003. The sculpture is bronze, and it 
measures 7 ft and 9 inches tall. The last appraised value of the work was between $30,000 - 
$40,000, with a new appraisal pending. This would be a donation to the Bellevue Art Collection at no 
cost. If accepted into the Bellevue Art Collection, the artwork would be considered part of the public 
art collection and an appropriate instillation site would be identified. Costs to install the work would 
be primarily funded by the City with some help from the artist, Gerard Tsutakawa. 

ABOUT THE ARTIST 
From the artist’s website: 

Gerard Tsutakawa’s sculpture designs reflect a confluence of the cultures and traditions of 
the Pacific Rim. 

Being raised in a Japanese heritage along with the esthetics of other cultures around the 
Pacific Ocean has inspired his design sensibility. Growing up in the beautiful Pacific 

Action & Discussion 



Northwest’s natural environment has helped develop a rich humanistic style to his creative 
process. 

He gathers and uses visual images as bold as a Tongan war club or as sensitive as folded 
origami paper and integrates them into subliminal art forms. 

His first public art sculpture commission was created for the International Children’s Park in 
1979. This sculpture initiated a theme that art can be approachable and interactive; a 
theme which continued for many of his future large outdoor sculpture designs. 

The iconic “MITT” sculpture for the Seattle Mariners Stadium, created in 1999, blended 
both whimsy and baseball history. The public is invited to be a part of the artwork. It is 
designed to be an approachable and accessible creation for the public to enjoy. 

Working primarily in bronze with the technique of welded fabrication, Gerard Tsutakawa 
produces artworks of stunning inventiveness. 

His artwork is an expression of shapes, themes and threads; renderings of form and space; 
giving the viewer a glimpse into the many ideas that visually spark the artist. 

ABOUT THE ARTWORK 
This artwork has had several key 
placements adding to its prominence. On 
loan from the artist, the artwork was on 
display in Washington DC at the office of 
then Secretary of Commerce Gary Locke, 
as part of a display of Northwest Artists. It 
then traveled to Beijing when Locke was 
made Ambassador to China and was sited 
at the Ambassador’s residence. 
(Note: Gary Locke is also a former Governor 
of Washington State and is currently 
serving as the interim president of Bellevue 
College). Upon Locke’s return to the United 
States, Mr. Lee bought the artwork from 
Mr. Tsutakawa and it has been part of the 
collection at the MG2 Corporate 
Headquarters in Seattle since. The artwork 
is currently housed indoors at the MG2 
Corporate Headquarters.  

A NOTE FROM THE DONOR 
“Charlene and I would like to donate the 
Tsutakawa bronze for display on 6th 
street. We would like to encourage others 
to donate sculpture art, following our lead 
in creating a sculpture walk along 6th. “ 

Sincerely, 
Jerry & Charlene Lee 

Former First Lady of WA, Mona Lee Locke, poses with Josho #5 
by Gerard Tsutakawa 



STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the commission accept the donation. Staff’s review of the artwork and the 
artist’s qualifications demonstrates that accepting this artwork into the collection would be a public 
benefit. This review is based off, but not limited to, the following elements: 

• Aesthetic Quality: this artwork is high quality and consistent with the level of expertise
exhibited by other works in the collection.

• Relevance of the artwork to the collection’s mission: this artwork explores themes that are
relevant to current events in the region and across the nation. Underlying themes are
consistent with Council’s commitment to diversity as a strength.

• Siting: due to the artwork free-standing nature and ability to be portable, the sculpture can
be temporarily installed in a number of different indoor sites and won’t run the risk of
incurring storage fees until a permanent outdoor site can be identified.

NEXT STEPS 
• Site analysis for locations options on the Grand Connection
• Schedule of installation

Staff will return to the commission with recommendations for permanent location. 

ATTACHMENTS 
1. Artist Resume

STAFF CONTACT 
Lorie Hoffman, Arts Community Manager 
425-452-4246, lhoffman@bellevuewa.gov

mailto:lhoffman@bellevuewa.gov


Gerard Tsutakawa Resume 
 
SELECTED SCULPTURE COMMISSIONS: 
2019 
“Tonbi, Fountain Sculpture, Amazon Campus, Seattle WA 
“Uzumaki Lisa” Private Residence, Kirkland WA 
“Uzumaki 2019, Bank of Hawaii, Honolulu Hawaii 
“Ocean Series # 5”, private residence, Mercer Island WA 

 
2018 
“Sentinel Series”, Nordstroms Mens Store, New York, NY 
“Uzumaki #12”, private residence, Medina WA 
“Meandering Waters”., private residence, West Seattle WA 

 
2017 
“Floating World”, at the Grotto, Sleeping Lady Mountain Retreat, 
Leavenworth WA 
“Oculus”, sculpture, private residence, Enitai WA 
“Tsurara”, Hanging sculpture, Snow Owl Theater, Leavenworth WA 

 
2016 
“Kia’i” Fountain sculpture, Ala Moana Center, Honolulu HI 
“FiddleFern”, Private Residence, Seattle WA 
“Pagoda Fountain”, Private Residence Bainbridge Island WA. 

 
2015 
Terrace Overlook Decorative Railing, Kubota Garden, Seattle 

 
2014 
“Maru” Sculpture for the Japanese American Language School Memorial, 
University of Washington Tacoma Campus 
“R2D2” Drinking fountain, Kubota Garden, Seattle WA 
“Lady of Spain Series” Private residence, Seattle WA 

 
2013 
“3 Creek Fountain” Private residence, Jackson WY 



 
2012 
Uzumaki #7, Private residence Seattle WA 
“Illusion Dweller”, Stimson Bullitt/Arroyo Natural Area sculpture, Seattle WA 
“Toro” Lantern Series Outdoor Sculpture, Private residence, Bainbridge Island 
WA 
“Voltage” Private residence, Aspen CO 

 
2011 
Rail Panel Design, Edmonds, Sound Transit Platform, 4 panels 
“Standing Wave”, Edmonds Sound Transit Station, reinstalled 
“Salish Sea Circle”, Pope Marine Park, Port Townsend WA 
“Uzumaki Curve” Crescent Plaza, Clayton MO 

 
2010 
“Josho Sculpture” Sec. of Commerce Gary Locke Office, Washington DC and 
U.S Embassy Residence, Beijing China in 2012 
“MITT” 1/4 scale red patina, private residence, Rock Port Massachusetts 

 
2009 
“Fountain of Remembrance”, Pinedale Memorial, Fresno CA 
“Nyujo Gates” Entrance to Japanese Garden at the Washington Park 
Arboretum, Seattle WA 

 
2008 
“Thunderbolt”, Four Seasons Hotel, Seattle WA 
“Uzumaki # 9”, Fenwick & West LLP, Seattle WA. 
“Steppes Fountain” Aljoya, Mercer Island WA 
New Wing Luke Asian Museum Entry Canopy and Pulls Design, Seattle WA 
“Annie Curtis” Sculpture for the Port of Anacortes, Anacortes WA 

 
2007 
“The Coeur” bronze sculpture, Chamber of Commerce Bldg. Coeur d’Alene ID 
“Josho” group of 6 sculptures, Davis Wright Tremaine, Seattle WA 
“Uzumaki # 5” private residence, Seattle WA 

 
2006 



“Sea Serpent” bronze sculpture, The Yacht Oasis, the World’s Oceans 
“Josho series”, private residence, Montesano WA 
“Kagami””, private residence, Kaaawa Oahu, HI 

 
2005 
“The Sun, The Moon, The Stars”, Lincoln Center Bellevue, WA 
Sentinel Series, Sun Valley private residence, Sun Valley, ID 
Ste Michelle Winery, 2002 release, Meritage Artist Label Series 
“Illumination”, Aberdeen Timberland Library, Aberdeen, WA 
“Sentinel Series”, private Residence, Seattle, WA 

 
2004 
Kubota Garden Gate House and Bronze Gates. Seattle Parks Dept. Seattle, 
WA 
“Standing Wave”, Sound Transit and The City of Edmonds, WA 

 
2003 
“Yantra” bronze, private residence, Gig Harbor, WA 
“Family” sculpture group, University House, Issaquah, WA 

 
2002 
“Pio-Pio” sculpture private residence, Seattle, WA 
“Sanju” private residence, Seattle, WA 

 
2001 
“Sensei” sculpture, Jackson Place Comm./WA State Insurance Councils, 
Seattle, WA 
“Confluence”, fountain sculpture, Maritime Heritage Park, City of Bellingham, 
WA 
Sculpture, Law Offices of Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe, Seattle, WA 

 
2000 
Shoemaker Levy Series, private residence, Sausalito, CA 
“Friends Fountain”, private residence, San Francisco, CA 
“Fountain of Seseragi”, Seattle Center, Seattle, WA 
“Kujira” sculptures, private residence, Seattle, WA 
Intiman Theater Gates, Seattle Center, Seattle, WA 



 
1999 
“The Chortle”, fountain sculpture, private residence, Seattle, WA 
The “MITT”, Safeco Field, Seattle, WA 
“Fountain of Dreams”, fountain sculpture, Sleeping Lady, Leavenworth, WA 
“Vital Spring” Fountain, and “Wall Weave” Benaroya Research Institute, 
Seattle, WA 

 
1998 
“Drifting Peaks”, private residence, Bellingham, WA 
“Dwellings”, Safeco Insurance Co. Seattle, WA 
Hanger Holdings, Aviation Methods, Wall Hanging, bronze, Boeing Field 
“Morpheus”, Skyline H.S., Issaquah WA., Wash. State Arts Commission 
“Gathering Fountain”, Whatcom Community College, Bellingham, WA 

 
1997 
“Shall We Dance” fountain, private residence, Medina, WA 
“Sai Sei” private residence, Medina, W A 
“Friends Fountain”, New Tokyo Airport, Northwest Airlines, Narita, Japan 

 
1996 
“Contours”, Museum of Northwest Art, bronze sculpture 
“Otamajakushi”, tadpole sculpture series, Seattle Art Museum, Seattle, WA 
Boeing Aircraft Company, Corporate Offices, Chicago, IL 
“Sun Circle”, City of Auburn, Game Farm Park, Auburn, WA 

 
1995 
Weyerhaeuser Credit Union, Wall Sculpture, Longview, WA 
“Friends Series fountain”, private garden fountain, Seattle, WA 
“Crosscut”, Centralia College, WA State Arts Comm. Art in Public Places 
Program, Centralia, WA 
“Spirit of the Stream” private residence fountain sculpture Mercer Island, WA 

 
1994 
“Vertical Currents” Wall Sculpture, Merrill Lynch, Park Place Bldg., Seattle, 
WA 
“Ambrosia” Fountain, Bon Marche, Bellevue Square, Bellevue, WA 



“Urban Peace Circle Memorial Sculpture” Seattle’s I-90 Lid Park, Seattle, WA 
“Tamago” Heron Park, bronze sculpture, City of Mill Creek, WA 

 
1993 
“Arch Series”, Safeco Corporate Collection, Safeco Classic Awards, Seattle, 
WA 

 
1992 
“Murmuring Lyre” fountain, Spatial Design Consultant, Tokyo, Japan 

 
1991 
“Steps Series Fountain”, private residence, Woodway, WA 
“Ode to the Ancient Forest”, Gateway Tower, Fountain Sculpture, Seattle, 
WA 

 
1989 
“Wave” private residence fountain Woodway, WA 

 
1985 
Steps Series Fountain, J.A. Albertson, Westpark Plaza, Billings, Montana 

 
1978 
International District Children’s Park, “The Dragon,” Seattle Parks Dept., 
Seattle, WA 

 
SELECTED EXHIBITIONS 
2010 
”Reflections and Abstractions”, Woodside/Braseth Gallery, Seattle WA 

 
2008 
“Mind Over Metal” Sculpturesite Gallery, San Francisco CA 

 
2007 
SOFA, Sculpture & Objects of Fine Art, Chicago represented by Sculpturesite 
Gallery 
“Uzumaki 2007” West Edge Sculpture Exhibition, Juror Show, Seattle WA 

 
2006 



“Chokoku”, Foster/White Gallery, Seattle, WA 
 

2005 
Island Museum of Art, solo show, Friday Harbor, San Juan Island, WA 

 
2004 
“Explorations” Foster/White Gallery Seattle, WA 
“On the Edge” Sculpture Exhibition on the Harbor Steps, Seattle, WA 

 
2003 
“Minds Eye”, Foster/White Gallery, Seattle, WA 
“Flow”, Father and Son Exhibit, Port Angeles Fine Arts Center, Port Angeles, 
WA 
George Tsutakawa and Gerard Tsutakawa, Exhibit Safeco Insurance Co. Main 
Office 

 
2002 
“Elements” Show, A New Leaf Gallery, Berkeley, CA 

 
2001 
“Allegories” Foster/White Gallery, Seattle, WA 

 
1998 
“Remember when we thought TV was flat and the center of the universe?” 
Tokyo Metropolitan Museum of Photography, Tokyo, Japan & Festival 
International Du Nouveau Cinema, Montreal, Canada, Henry Art Gallery, U of 
W, Seattle, WA 
10th Anniversary Show, A New Leaf Gallery, Berkeley, CA 

 
1999 
New Works, Foster/White Gallery, Seattle, WA 

 
1996 
“Tenth Anniversary Show” Friesen Gallery, Sun Valley, ID 
“Shapes” Museum Of Northwest Art, La Conner, WA 
“Si. Cu. Mn. Basic Elements” Foster/White Gallery, Seattle, WA Solo Show 
International Snow Arts Festival, Award Winner, Gorky Park, Perm, Russia 

 



1994 
New Works, Foster/White Gallery, Seattle, WA, Solo Exhibit 
Recent Sculptures, Janet Huston Gallery, La Conner, WA 

 
1993 
“Honey I Shrunk The Art”, History of the World Part III Gallery, Stanwood, 
WA 
Microsoft Collection, Summer Show, juried purchase, Redmond, WA 

 
1992 
Bronze & Wood, Foster/White Gallery, Seattle, WA, Solo Exhibit 

 
1991 
“Masterworks: Pacific NW Arts & Crafts Now” Bellevue Art Museum, 
Bellevue, WA, Curator, M. Kangas 
“Ebb & Flow” Foster/White Gallery, Seattle, WA, Fountain & Sculpture 

 
1989 
Juried Exhibit, Center on Contemporary Art, Seattle, WA 

 
1988 
Sculpture Show, Gale Severn Gallery, Sun Valley, ID 

 
1987 
“Seattle Sculpture 1927-1987” Bumberbiennale at the Seattle Center, 
Seattle, WA, Curator Matthew Kangas 

 
1979 
Solo Show, Greenwood Gallery, Seattle WA 

 
1976 
Solo Show , Cicada Gallery, Seattle WA 
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Tuesday, December 7 2021 Bellevue Arts Commission 

Zoom Meeting:  4:30 pm Commission Staff Contact:  425.452.4064 

 
 

PROJECT UPDATES 
 
GENERAL 

 
2021 Funding Cycle and Allocations Committee 
Update: All 2021 awards have been processed and will be sent out to grantees by the end of the year.   
 
2022 Funding Cycle and Allocations Committee 
Update: 2022 awards were approved by council and are now awaiting acceptances.  

 
CIP Cultural Arts Fund 
No update to report. 

 

PLANNING PROJECTS  

Artspace 
Update: An update will be given at this meeting.   
 
BelRed Arts District 
No update to report. 
 
Cultural Compass 
No update to report. 

 

PUBLIC ART 

130th Streetscape Public Art 
Update: An update will be given at this meeting.   
 
121st and Spring Artwork 
Update: An update will be given at this meeting.   

 
Bellwether 2021 
Update: An update will be given at this meeting.   

 
Downtown Park Public Art  
Update: An update will be given at this meeting.   
 
East Link Public Art 
Update: The South Bellevue station Park and Ride is now in operation, two years before light rail will 
begin servicing the station. The station features artwork by Katy Stone and HJH, a joint venture 
consisting of HNTB, Jacobs and Mott McDonald. 
 

R e p o r t s   



Eastside Artist Roster 
Update: An update will be given at this meeting.   
 
Grand Connection 
No updates to report. 
 
Public Art Collection & Maintenance 
Update: An update will be given at this meeting.   
 
Portable Art Collection 
No updates to report. 
 
Utility Box Wraps Program 
No updates to report. 
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Bellevue Arts Commission 

2021 Commissioner Committee Assignments 

GRANTS AND FUNDING COMMITTEE 
Review of equity and process updates to the Grants Program guidelines and application and other issues that 
involve funding the arts. Note: commissioners serving on the grants committee should not also serve on the 
allocations committee.

• Ashmita Gulati
• Maria Lau Hui

ALLOCATIONS COMMITTEE 
Review grant applications and make recommendations to the commission on awards.

• Judy Gowdy
• Lydia Aldredge 
• Bhavna Bhargava

PUBLIC ART COMMITTEE 
Review and inform arts policies, future public art projects, and other issues specific to the Commission’s work 
of providing guidance on public art. One member from the committee would be assigned to serve on the artist 
or artwork selection panel for each upcoming public art project that involves an artist or artwork selection 
panel (one commissioner per project). Initial 2021 projects are the Utility Box Wrap Program and art policies. 
Note: due to the need to draft art policies, it is recommended that at least one commissioner familiar and/or 
passionate about diversity, equity and inclusion serve on this committee.

• Ashmita Gulati
• Lydia Aldredge 

BELLWETHER COMMITTEE 
Advise planning for Bellwether 2022.

• Carl Wolfteich
• Monik Martinez

BELRED ARTS DISTRICT COMMITTEE 
This committee would work to help plan inform implementation of the BelRed Arts District. 2021 projects 
include planning for a future implementation plan for the arts district, engagement with the BelRed Look 
Back, a land use code update, and other initiatives. Note: at least one commissioner on this panel should be 
familiar with how land use codes work, with some knowledge of the land use incentive system.

• Ashmita Gulati
• Carl Wolfteich
• Maria Lau Hui

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS COMMITTEE 
This committee will be focused on any work that may come up throughout the course of 2021 that involves 
community partnerships. Example work could be programs developed in partnership with outside 
organizations to further arts development. An example project could be the Artspace Market Survey.

• Judy Gowdy
• Monik Martinez

Information  
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