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No Dragons for Tea
Overview:
No Dragons for Tea is a fire safety book for preschool – 1st grade aged children. The story addresses key fire safety lessons in a non-threatening, empowering and relatable manner.
Standards:
H1.Sa2.Ka – Understand differences between emergency and nonemergency situations
H1.Sa2.Kc – Identify how to call 911 in emergency situations
H1.Sa1.Kc – Identify fire, water, and sun safety rules
Materials:
· Copy of No Dragons for Tea book
· Smoke alarm or picture of a smoke alarm
Instructions:
Introduction
Greet students. Explain that they are going to learn about what to do if there is a fire in their home. 
Show students the smoke alarm and ask what it is called. It has multiple names (fire alarm, smoke alarm, smoke detector, etc. but you want to reinforce “smoke alarm.” Smoke detectors only detect, so if the object makes the alarm noise as well it is a smoke alarm.). Explain that a smoke alarm is like an extra nose that is always smelling for smoke. Even when they are asleep it is always sniffing, and if it smells smoke it will make a very loud beep, beep, beep noise.
If there are no auditory concerns among the students it is appropriate to use the test button on the smoke alarm, to play a recording of a smoke alarm, or to say BEEP, BEEP, BEEP in a manner similar to a smoke alarm.
Ask students where in their home the smoke alarm likes to live. There are multiple correct answers to look for. General locations could be the ceiling or high up on a wall. Emphasize that this is because smoke likes to be up high so putting smoke alarms there means they can smell smoke better. Reinforce locations such as bedrooms, hallways outside of bedrooms, living rooms, playrooms, and on every floor of the home (except attics). Areas like garages, kitchens and bathrooms should not have smoke alarms in them due to the probability of nuisance/false alarms, but you can reinforce that there should be a smoke alarm nearby those locations.
Ask students to raise their hand if they have ever done a fire drill before, reminding them that a fire drill is when they practice what to do if the smoke alarm makes the beep, beep, beep sound. If you have performed one as a class this is a great time to reinforce expectations for fire drills. Then ask students to raise their hand if they have ever done a fire drill with their family at home. There should be fewer hands.
Transition to No Dragons for Tea by explaining that the story today will teach them what to do in case there is a fire at home so they can practice what to do with their families. You can also give a quick summary of the story so that younger children know what to expect as well as telling students there will be three questions at the end to see who was paying close attention.
Body
Read No Dragons for Tea
Discuss the various fire safety topics in the story using the following questions.
Question: After the dragon sneezed and a fire was started, our friend (the protagonist of the story) knew that they needed to get outside. But our silly dragon did something else. What did the dragon do instead of going outside?
Answer: He hid under the rug. Ask students if they should ever hide if there is a fire. You should get a chorus of “nos.”
Question: Our friend grabbed the dragon’s tail and pulled him out from under the rug. Then everyone made it outside by the tree. Yay! Everyone is safe. But then our silly dragon tried to do something else. What did the dragon do after he was already outside and safe?
Answer: He tried to go back inside for his teddy bear. Ask students if they should ever go back inside if there is a fire. Again, you should get a chorus of “nos.” Emphasize that they only go back inside when a firefighter or an adult tells them that it is safe to be inside.
You can reiterate the message in the story that they can get another teddy bear (or  toy or blanket or IPad or whatever their favorite item is) by going to the store or ordering one online. But their teachers at school and their adults at home cannot get another one of them.
Question: The mom in our story knew that she needed help from the firefighters. So, she used the neighbor’s phone to call them. What number do you call for the firefighters? 
Answer: 9-1-1. It is an important number so have students practice it together, first in their normal voices, then their quietest voices, then their silliest voices, etc.
Assessment
Reinforce that you only want to call 9-1-1 if there is an emergency. An emergency is something that a firefighter or police officer can help with. Firefighters don’t just put out fires they help people who are hurt or sick and police officers help when people are in danger.
(This activity is repeated in Firefighters are Friends lesson. Consider using this activity but changing the four options if you have completed that lesson already.)
Ask students to give a thumbs up and then a thumbs down. You can do this multiple times to “warm up their thumbs.” Tell them you will give them four options, and they should give a thumbs up if it is an emergency they should call 9-1-1 for and a thumbs down if it is not an emergency so they should not call 9-1-1.
1. Oh no! There is a fire in my house!
2. I’ve lost my favorite toy. I know I put it right there and now I can’t find it. I’ve looked everywhere, and I think it might be lost.
3. My adult at home fell down and hit their head really hard. Now they’re not waking up. I think they might be hurt.
4. It’s snack time and my adult gave me something I don’t like, and I am not going to eat it.
Conclusion:
Recap what students have learned today (smoke alarms, not hiding, getting outside, when to call 9-1-1) and task them with counting their smoke alarms at home. This is a great time to reinforce colors and shapes as most smoke alarms are white and circular. You can also reinforce months or days of the week by explaining that smoke alarms should be tested every month. Challenge them to talk with their family at home about doing a fire drill together.
If appropriate for the age group, have students practice writing or reading their address.
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