
CITY OF BELLEVUE 
CITY COUNCIL 

 
Summary Minutes of Regular Session 

 
 
 
 
 
February 20, 2007 Council Chamber 
8:00 p.m. Bellevue, Washington 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Degginger, Deputy Mayor Chelminiak, and Councilmembers Balducci, 

Davidson, Lee, and Noble 
 
ABSENT: Councilmember Marshall 
 
1. Call to Order
  
The meeting was called to order at 8:02 p.m., with Mayor Degginger presiding. 
 
2. Roll Call, Flag Salute
 
Upon roll call by the Deputy City Clerk, all Councilmembers except Mrs. Marshall were present.  
Councilmember Lee led the flag salute. 
 
 (a) Brief Presentation by King County Councilmember Reagan Dunn 
 
King County Councilmember Reagan Dunn reviewed legislation he has sponsored in the areas of 
identity theft, creating an elected auditor (Director of Records, Elections and Licensing) position, 
creating a rural ombudsman position, rural home occupations, methamphetamine enforcement, 
and bus shelters.  Councilmember Dunn commended Councilmember Lee’s role in the action to 
create 100 new bus shelters in King County. 
 
Councilmember Dunn is the new chair of the Transportation Committee and will continue as 
chair of the Regional Transit Committee.  He serves on the RTID (Regional Transportation 
Investment District) Executive Board as the Eastside representative, and Councilmember Jane 
Hague serves as alternate.   
 
Councilmember Dunn reviewed his priorities of full funding for I-405 and for a new SR 520 
bridge with increased capacity.  As a RTID representative, he made a motion to increase funding 
on the SR 520 bridge from $800 million to $1.1 billion, which provides six lanes instead of four 
lanes.  Significant funding is targeted for I-405 improvements, which will directly benefit 
Bellevue.  Councilmember Dunn helped secure funding for elder day services and the KidsQuest 
Children’s Museum in Bellevue.  He will work to ensure the Transit Now plan is implemented 
properly in terms of subarea equity.   
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Councilmember Lee, a member of the Regional Transit Committee, thanked Councilmember 
Dunn for his representation of Bellevue and suburban cities.   
 
Mayor Degginger thanked Councilmember Dunn for his work on behalf of Bellevue citizens and 
regional transportation issues. 
 
3. Communications:  Written and Oral
 
(a) Renay Bennett suggested a change in the Comprehensive Plan to amend Transportation 

Policy TR-67 as follows: Identify, preserve and promote transportation right-of-way for 
regional transit on regional facilities so as not to impact, degrade or damage established 
neighborhoods.  She expressed concern about Sound Transit’s plans to build a high 
capacity train line through Bellevue.  Ms. Bennett submitted a letter providing her 
comments. 

 
(b) Joe Rossman, President of Surrey Downs Community Club, expressed support for Ms. 

Bennett’s proposal to amend the Comprehensive Plan.  He noted that residents support 
and acknowledge the long-range benefits of high capacity transit in general.  Mr. 
Rossman said he lived in Evanston, Illinois, for 20 years, where residential property 
crimes were three to five times higher within 500 feet of a train station than in other 
areas.  Personal crimes (e.g., robbery, armed robbery, assault) were 10 to 15 times higher, 
and murders were 20 to 30 times higher, compared to all other areas of Evanston.  Similar 
trends exist across the country where high capacity transit has been introduced and 
stations are located within residential communities.   

 
(c) King County Councilmember Jane Hague described her support for the Cascade Water 

Alliance and the Transit Now plan.  She noted that money has been set aside for 
partnerships, including the opportunity for a downtown circulator in Bellevue.  She looks 
forward to Bellevue’s participation in discussions regarding new solid waste rates and 
renewing the city’s contract with King County.   

 
(d) Carla Steele, a Vasa Vista resident, expressed support for proposed amendments to the 

Noise Code and urged the City to enforce the regulations.   
 
(e) Connie Bernan expressed concern about global warming and encouraged Bellevue to 

support the U.S. Mayors Climate Protection Agreement. 
 
4. Reports of Community Councils, Boards and Commissions:  None. 
 
5. Report of the City Manager
 
 (a) Management Brief Providing Early Overview of 2007 Proposed Comprehensive 

Plan Amendments (CPAs) 
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Dan Stroh, Planning Director, noted the Management Brief on 5-1 of the packet summarizing 
proposed 2007 Comprehensive Plan Amendments (CPAs).  The annual application period for 
submitting privately initiated site-specific amendments closed on January 31.  The applications 
go through a threshold review, including a public hearing before the Planning Commission.  The 
Planning Commission makes a recommendation to the City Council regarding which CPA 
proposals should be included in the annual CPA work program.  Staff will return in early spring 
to discuss the Planning Commission’s review and recommendations. 
 
Paul Inghram, Comprehensive Planning Manager, briefly reviewed the five privately initiated 
CPA proposals: 
 

• Vander Hoek Multifamily application to amend the designation for a site at 117 102nd 
Avenue SE from Multifamily-High (MF-H) to Downtown/Old Bellevue (DNTN-OB), 
moving it from the Southwest Bellevue Subarea into the Downtown Subarea.  The site is 
a parking lot zoned R-30 (30 units per acre). 

 
• Factoria Sterling Realty application affecting four parcels north of Factoria Mall, 

including Factoria Cinemas.  The proposed amendments would allow the parcels to 
develop at a floor-area ratio (FAR) of up to 1.0.   

 
• Courter Enterprises application proposes an amendment to allow retail auto sales and 

leasing in the OLB district where Honda Auto Center is located (south of I-90 and west 
of 138th Avenue SE).  Currently auto sales are allowed in OLB districts only on Auto 
Row (116th Avenue).   

 
• Ostrem application proposes amending the Southwest Bellevue Subarea Plan map for a 

site at 839 104th Avenue SE from Single Family-Medium (SF-M) to Single Family-High 
(SF-H).  The site has two existing residential lots separated by a vacated 103rd Avenue SE 
right-of-way. 

 
• Mariner Ridge application by five property owners proposes extending Bellevue’s 

Potential Annexation Area (PAA) to add approximately 50 acres southeast of Bellevue, 
and to establish a Single Family-Medium (SF-M) Comprehensive Plan designation for 
the parcels.  The area is currently in the Issaquah PAA. 

 
A proposal initiated by the Planning Commission suggests amending the Richards Valley 
Subarea Plan to change a Light Industrial (LI) designation to Office Limited Business (OLB) on 
a 5.25-acre parcel at 1331 118th Avenue SE.   
 
Mr. Inghram said that Ms. Bennett, who spoke during Oral Communications, wrote a letter to the 
City Council dated January 30, 2007, regarding her proposed amendments to Comprehensive 
Plan Policy TR-67.  This proposal did not meet the requirements for a privately initiated CPA 
application.  However, Council has the authority to initiate any CPA it chooses at any time. 
 
Councilmember Balducci referred to her proposal in the desk packet responding to Ms. Bennett’s 
suggested policy amendment.  Ms. Balducci suggests revisions to minor instances of outdated 
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language in the Regional Transit section of the Comprehensive Plan.  She supports adding 
language to the Comprehensive Plan to provide more specific direction on the siting of regional 
transit facilities in Bellevue.  Ms. Balducci said she has been told that there are references 
throughout the Comprehensive Plan relevant to regional transit.  She would like the Council to 
be better informed about overall Comprehensive Plan policies related to regional transit 
facilities.  Ms. Balducci suggested reviewing Council’s interest statement as well as any other 
policy documents on this topic as the CPA process moves forward.   
 
Councilmember Davidson agreed that Comprehensive Plan policies regarding regional transit 
should be addressed.  However, he expressed concern that Sound Transit’s planning process is 
moving forward.  He questioned whether this issue can be addressed before the threshold review 
of the other CPA proposals.   
 
Deputy Mayor Chelminiak concurred with the preceding comments.  He suggested not using the 
word regional because it means different things to everyone.  He said regional transit facilities 
are not defined in the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Councilmember Noble encouraged the Council to initiate a review of the Comprehensive Plan to 
address comments made by Ms. Bennett and Councilmember Balducci.  He questioned staff 
about how specific a CPA proposal should be. 
 
Mayor Degginger said that the issues presented go beyond the scope of the Transportation 
Element of the Comprehensive Plan.  He is hesitant to direct a review of the entire 
Comprehensive Plan.   
 
Mr. Stroh summarized Council’s interest in more information about how the entire 
Comprehensive Plan addresses transit.  Such a review could lead to a scoping process that would 
identify alternative ways for the Council to initiate a CPA. 
 
Responding to Mayor Degginger, City Manager Steve Sarkozy said he would like to discuss this 
direction with staff before committing to a time line with Council.   
 
 (b) Management Brief Providing Update on Environmental Stewardship Initiative 
 
Sheida Sahandy, Assistant to the City Manager, recalled staff’s presentation to Council during 
the December 11, 2006 Study Session regarding the Environmental Stewardship Initiative.  The 
objectives include enhancement of current operational sustainability practices and the facilitation 
of sustainable practices for the community.  These goals are consistent with Comprehensive Plan 
environmental policies focused on integrating the natural and built environments to create a 
sustainable urban environment. 
 
A work plan has been developed incorporating the concepts of ensuring there are sufficient 
opportunities for feedback from the Council and allowing sufficient time for an organization-
wide understanding of the initiative.  Ms. Sahandy explained that in December the project team 
began compiling a list of the City’s current practices, which will help identify additional 
environmental stewardship opportunities.  Information from two focus groups to be held over the 
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next two weeks will contribute to this process.  Members of these groups have been asked to 
identify best practices in their fields of expertise for discussion.   
 
Ms. Sahandy said staff will return to Council in April to narrow the scope of work based on the 
alternatives presented.  Staff will then conduct a cost-benefit analysis and return in June to 
discuss the proposed plan of action.  Staff can also address potential climate protection measures 
as part of this initiative if directed by Council. 
 
 (c) Amendment to Consent Calendar 
 
Mr. Sarkozy said Agenda Item 8(b) regarding the Surrey Downs property has been postponed to 
March 5. 
 
6. Council Business
 
Dr. Davidson spent two days in Olympia speaking with state legislators.  He attended a WRIA 8 
Salmon Recovery Council, which now combines the former steering committee and forum.   
 
Ms. Balducci attended an event at Bellevue High School regarding the U.S. Mayors Climate 
Protection Agreement.  She attended meetings of the Puget Sound Regional Council Destination 
2030 work group, Eastside Transportation Partnership, and the King County Police Chiefs 
Association. 
 
Mr. Noble, former Chair, attended the Eastside Transportation Partnership meeting in which a 
new Chair and Vice Chair were selected.   
 
Mr. Chelminiak said he and Ms. Balducci attended a meeting of the Disability Board.  Mr. 
Chelminiak testified before the State Legislature’s Utilities and Transportation Commission 
regarding response to this winter’s storms.  He expressed concern about the closure of gas 
stations and presented, as an example, legislation from the state of Florida requiring gas stations 
to have backup power.  Mr. Chelminiak traveled to Olympia with Dr. Davidson to speak with 
legislators about topics including proposed tolls for the I-90 and SR 520 bridges.   
 
Mayor Degginger traveled to Washington, D.C., and met with congressional delegates regarding 
Bellevue’s Federal Legislative Agenda.  He noted interest in funding the NORCOM project, and 
additional topics discussed included West Lake Sammamish Parkway improvements, the Green 
Streets project, and Bellevue Arts Museum. 
 
7. Approval of the Agenda
 

 Deputy Mayor Chelminiak moved to approve the agenda, and Mr. Noble seconded the 
motion. 

 
 The motion to approve the agenda carried by a vote of 6-0. 
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8. Consent Calendar
 
Deputy Mayor Chelminiak noted that Agenda Item 8(b) has been removed from the calendar by 
staff. 
 

 Deputy Mayor Chelminiak moved to approve the Consent Calendar, amended to remove 
Item (b).  Mr. Lee seconded the motion.   

 
 The motion to approve the Consent Calendar, as amended, carried by a vote of 6-0, and 

the following items were approved: 
 
 (a) Minutes of January 22, 2007 Extended Study Session 
 
 (c) Resolution No. 7512 authorizing execution of a Settlement Agreement and 

Release to settle claims made by Ruth Radesic against the City. 
 
 (d) Resolution No. 7513 authorizing execution of a one-year contract with 

MacDonald-Miller Facility Solutions in the amount of $131,628.80 for preventive 
maintenance on Heating, Ventilation, and Air Conditioning system at City Hall 
for 2007. 

 
 (e) Motion to approve payment of claims for the period February 3 through February 

16, 2007 and payroll for the period January 16 through January 31, 2007. 
 
 (f) Resolution No. 7514 authorizing cancellation of city warrants not presented for 

payment within one year of issuance and directing the transfer of all records of 
such warrants. 

 
 (g) Ordinance No. 5716 repealing Chapter 11.26 of the Bellevue City Code, Fire 

Regulations, because its provisions are duplicative of other portions of City Code; 
and establishing an effective date. 

 
 (h) Resolution No. 7515 authorizing execution of a one-year administrative services 

agreement with Premera Blue Cross in the amount of $577,000 for 2007 medical 
and prescription drug third-party administrator services. 

 
 (i) Resolution No. 7516 authorizing execution of a one-year professional services 

agreement with AMX International in the amount of $596,000 for ongoing 
consulting, implementation, and programming services for the Finance and 
Human Resources System Replacement project.  (CIP Plan No. G-59) 

 
 (j) Motion to award Bid No. 0709 to Merlino Bros., LLC, as lowest responsible 

bidder, for the construction of the Lake Hills Farmers Market shelter in the 
amount of $175,305.66. 
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 (k) Motion to award Bid No. 0717 to Wave Electric, LLC, as lowest responsible 
bidder, for the replacement of ballfield lighting fixtures at Robinswood Park in 
the amount of $60,710.40. 

 
 (l) Motion to award Bid No. 0703 for the 2007 Overlay Program to Watson Asphalt 

Paving Company Inc. as lowest responsible bidder, in the amount of $3,929,097.  
(CIP Plan No. PW-M-1) 

 
 (m) Motion to award Bid No. 0657, concerning Wastewater Pump Station Level 

Monitoring Equipment, Utility Capital Investment Program Fund 4690, to Murrell 
Hickey & Associates, Inc., as lowest responsible bidder, in the amount of 
$36,308.  (CIP Plan No. S-16) 

 
Item Postponed: 
 
 (b) Resolution No. 7511 authorizing execution of all documents necessary to enter 

into a lease with King County for use of a portion of the Surrey Downs property 
for the King County District Court Bellevue Division. 

 
9. Public Hearings:  None. 
 
10. Land Use:  None. 
 
11. Other Ordinances, Resolutions and Motions
 
 (a) Ordinance No. 5717 amending the Bellevue Land Use Code to remove outdated 

cross-references and correct erroneous cross-references and inadvertent mistakes. 
 
Land Use Director Carol Helland recalled that staff conducts an annual amendment of the Land 
Use Code to remove outdated cross-references and to correct errors and inadvertent mistakes.  
She briefly reviewed the proposed revisions, which are described in packet materials beginning 
on page 11-1.   
 
Deputy Mayor Chelminiak noted deletions regarding handicapped parking and clarified that 
these requirements are addressed in other areas of the Code. 
 

 Deputy Mayor Chelminiak moved to adopt Ordinance No. 5717, and Councilmember 
Davidson seconded the motion. 

 
 The motion to adopt Ordinance No. 5717 carried by a vote of 6-0. 

 
 (b) Ordinance No. 5718 repealing Ordinance No. 5649 and amending the Bellevue 

Land Use Code to modify land use permit notice requirements. 
 
Ms. Helland said Ordinance No. 5718 repeals Ordinance No. 5649 and amends the Bellevue 
Land Use Code to modify land use permit notice requirements.  She recalled that Ordinance No. 
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5649 [adopted January 3, 2006] expanded noticing requirements to property owners within 500 
feet.  This ordinance corrects remaining references to 300 feet.   
 

 Deputy Mayor Chelminiak moved to adopt Ordinance No. 5718, and Councilmember 
Balducci seconded the motion. 

 
 The motion to adopt Ordinance No. 5718 carried by a vote of 6-0. 

 
 (c) Ordinance Nos. 5719, 5720, 5721, and 5722 amending Bellevue City Code 

relative to amplified sound. 
 
Ms. Helland explained that the four ordinances implement Council’s objectives, summarized on 
page 11-66 of the packet, regarding the regulation of amplified sound.  The regulations limit the 
issuance of permits for amplified sound on the same property to a maximum of four days per 
week, impose objective and easily measurable standards, establish escalating monetary fines, and 
clarify permit issuance practices pursuant to the Special Events Code and the Parks Code. 
 
Ms. Helland briefly reviewed three changes since the January 16 Council meeting: 
 

• The ordinances containing amendments to the Special Events Code (BCC 14.50) and 
Parks Code (BCC 3.43.260) have been revised to clarify that violations of a permit issued 
by the Parks Department shall be considered a civil noise infraction, to be enforced as set 
forth in BCC 9.18.   

 
• Section 9.18.040 of the Noise Control Code has been amended to include the definition 

of a noise disturbance. 
 
• Language has been added to each ordinance stating that the local noise regulations differ 

from state regulations and will be submitted to the Department of Ecology for review as 
required by the State Noise Control Act. 

 
 Deputy Mayor Chelminiak moved to adopt Ordinance No. 5719, and Councilmember 

Davidson seconded the motion. 
 

 The motion to adopt Ordinance No. 5719 carried by a vote of 6-0. 
 

 Deputy Mayor Chelminiak moved to adopt Ordinance No. 5720, and Councilmember 
Davidson seconded the motion. 

 
 The motion to adopt Ordinance No. 5720 carried by a vote of 6-0. 

 
 Deputy Mayor Chelminiak moved to adopt Ordinance No. 5721, and Councilmember 

Davidson seconded the motion. 
 

 The motion to adopt Ordinance No. 5721 carried by a vote of 6-0. 
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 Deputy Mayor Chelminiak moved to adopt Ordinance No. 5722, and Councilmember 

Davidson seconded the motion. 
 

 The motion to adopt Ordinance No. 5722 carried by a vote of 6-0. 
 
 (d) Resolutions No. 7517 adopting the Bellevue Action on Climate Protection. 
 
Ms. Sahandy requested Council action on Resolution No. 7517 regarding the Bellevue Action on 
Climate Protection plan.   
 

 Councilmember Davidson moved to approve Resolution No. 7517, and Deputy Mayor 
Chelminiak seconded the motion. 

 
 Councilmember Balducci moved to amend Resolution No. 7517 with the language 

contained in Alternative Two provided in Council’s desk packet.  Mr. Chelminiak 
seconded the motion. 

 
Ms. Balducci said the two goals of the U.S. Mayors Climate Protection Agreement are to join 
cities together to address local issues and to establish firm targets.  She noted that neither of these 
concepts were sufficiently reflected in the proposed resolution.  Ms. Balducci reviewed her 
proposed amendments provided in Council’s desk packet. 
 
Councilmember Noble expressed general support for the proposed amendments.   
 

 Councilmember Balducci accepted a friendly amendment offered by Mr. Noble and Mr. 
Chelminiak to revise the wording in Section 1 to read: “…by taking such actions in our 
own operations and similar actions within our community…”   

 
Councilmember Davidson opposes Alternative Two. He feels this issue has been overly 
politicized.  He has not been provided a copy of the U.S. Mayors Climate Protection Agreement 
and is hesitant to endorse a national movement without fully understanding the local 
implications.  Dr. Davidson supports the original resolution. 
 
Councilmember Lee concurred with Dr. Davidson’s opposition to Alternative Two.  He feels 
Bellevue’s actions would be more productive if based on local needs, goals, abilities, and 
resources.  Mr. Lee supports the original resolution. 
 
Mayor Degginger feels that Alternative Two provides a specific target for local communities.  
He noted the issue has bipartisan support as well as the support of more than 400 mayors.  Mr. 
Degginger sees this issue as one piece of the City’s overall environmental stewardship mission.  
He supports Alternative Two. 
 
Responding to Dr. Davidson regarding the Kyoto Protocol target of a seven percent reduction in 
global warming pollution, Ms. Sahandy said a baseline inventory of current emissions would be 
conducted.  Much of the data is already available but would need to be compiled by staff.  
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Councilmember Balducci noted that technical assistance is available from members of the 
community. 
 

 The amendment to add the language suggested by Councilmember Balducci in 
Alternative Two provided in Council’s desk packet, and the revision accepted as a 
friendly amendment, carried by a vote of 4-2 with Councilmembers Davidson and Lee 
dissenting. 

 
Deputy Mayor Chelminiak introduced his proposed amendment reflected in Alternative Three in 
the desk packet, which states that the Mayor and City Council find that the actions listed in the 
Resolution are consistent with the general goals of the U.S. Mayors Climate Protection 
Agreement and to authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement on behalf of the City. 
 

 Deputy Mayor Chelminiak moved to amend  Resolution No. 7517 by adding Section 2 as 
proposed in Alternative Three, and Ms. Balducci seconded the motion. 

 
 As a friendly amendment, Councilmember Noble suggested it would be appropriate to 

strike the reference to the Mayor from the first sentence because the position is part of the 
City Council under the Council-Manager form of government.  This also avoids the 
internal conflict of having the Mayor authorize, by signing the Resolution, the Mayor’s 
action.  Mr. Chelminiak accepted the amendment. 

 
Councilmember Lee reiterated his concern regarding the financial implications of the U.S. 
Mayors Climate Protection Agreement.  He feels the City’s Environmental Stewardship Initiative 
will be able to address similar issues. 
 
Mr. Chelminiak noted Bellevue’s longstanding leadership in environmental protection and 
expressed support for joining with the agreement. 
 
Councilmember Noble agrees that global warming should be addressed.  However, the U.S. 
Mayors Climate Protection Agreement: 1) Contains political statements that are unacceptable to 
some members of the Council, and 2) Indicates that cities commit to the agreement, the financial 
implications of which are not fully understood.  Mr. Noble noted that the potential responsive 
actions listed in Section 1 of the amendment just adopted (Alternative Two) are not fully 
consistent with the U.S. Mayors Climate Protection Agreement.  He does not accept the addition 
of Section 2 as reflected in Alternative Three. 
 
Responding to Mayor Degginger, Mr. Noble said his review of the U.S. Mayors Climate 
Protection Agreement during the meeting reminded him of issues that were not acceptable to him 
and the Council.   
 

 The motion to amend  Resolution No. 7517 by adding Section 2 as proposed in 
Alternative Three, and further amended to strike the word Mayor from the first sentence 
of Section 2, failed by a vote of 3-3, with Councilmembers Davidson, Lee, and Noble 
opposed. 

 

  



February 20, 2007 Regular Session 
Page 11 

 The motion to approve Resolution No. 7517, as amended, carried by a vote of 4-2, with 
Councilmembers Davidson and Lee opposed. 

 
12. Unfinished Business
 
 (a) Neighborhood Sidewalk Prioritization Process [Study Session Agenda Item 2(c)] 
 
Kris Liljeblad, Assistant Director of Transportation, explained that this item follows up on the 
January 16 report to Council regarding the Neighborhood Livability Action Agenda.  At that 
time, Councilmembers indicated they would like to be involved in discussion about the criteria 
and process to be used in selecting neighborhood sidewalk projects.  During the last budget 
process, the Council set aside $7.5 million in the Supplemental CIP Plan for neighborhood 
investments.  An interdepartmental staff team has been working to address a growing backlog of 
sidewalk projects as well.  Approximately 710 sidewalk projects have been requested through the 
NEP (Neighborhood Enhancement Program) process during the past six years.  Of these, 21 have 
been selected and funded.   
 
Eric Miller, Transportation Capital Programming Manager, defined a neighborhood sidewalk as 
a pedestrian facility connecting neighborhood residents to neighborhood destinations including 
houses, parks, schools, shopping, and transit.  Sidewalks enhance safety and encourage walking 
as part of a healthy lifestyle.   
 
Capital programs available for funding neighborhood sidewalks are: 1) Stand-alone 
walkway/bikeway CIP (Capital Investment Program) projects; 2) Neighborhood Enhancement 
Program, and 3) Pedestrian Access Improvement Program.  Six neighborhood sidewalk projects 
received full funding in the 2007-2013 CIP Plan.   
 
The NEP’s annual budget is approximately $1.4 million, which is utilized in 13 neighborhood 
areas on a three-year rotating cycle.  The maximum project cost is $150,000, and the program is 
not dedicated to sidewalks.  Of 710 sidewalk requests covering 360 separate or overlapping 
locations, only 98 projects were selected for NEP ballots.  Of these, 21 have been funded.  Most 
of the projects rejected were too expensive for the program. 
 
The Pedestrian Access Improvement Program has an annual budget of $420,000.  It is primarily 
used to improve pedestrian access as a supplement to other programs including the NEP, 
Neighborhood Traffic Calming Program (NTCP), and the overlay program.   
 
Mr. Miller explained that many high-priority neighborhood sidewalk projects fall into the gap 
between the small scale funding available through programs like the NEP and larger, highly 
competitive projects that receive CIP funding.  The interdepartmental team addressing sidewalk 
needs includes the NEP (Department of Planning and Community Development), Transportation 
Planning and Programming, Transportation Neighborhood Services, and Transportation Capital 
Projects, as well as input from Parks and Utilities.   
 
The interdepartmental team has identified 29 projects in 13 NEP areas including: 
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• Bridle Trails – NE 40th Street and 140th Avenue NE, 
• Woodridge – 128th Avenue SE and 123rd Avenue SE, and 
• Somerset – 148th Avenue SE and Somerset Avenue SE. 

 
Criteria used to identify the projects were developed over the years by staff and the 
Transportation Commission for use in the biennial Transportation Facilities Plan (TFP) and CIP 
update processes.  The criteria are based on specific Comprehensive Plan policy language and 
are intended to help link the vision for the community reflected in the Comprehensive Plan to 
capital budget funding decisions.  Mr. Miller reviewed the following criteria identified for 
evaluating neighborhood sidewalk projects: 1) Accident history, 2) Traffic volume, 3) Sidewalk 
linkages, 4) Pedestrian Bicycle Plan, 5) Transportation Facilities Plan (TFP), 6) Destination 
Network, 7) Housing Density, and 8) Overlay program coordination. 
 

 Deputy Mayor Chelminiak moved to extend the meeting until 10:15 p.m., and Mr. Lee 
seconded the motion. 

 
 The motion to extend the meeting until 10:15 p.m. carried by a vote of 6-0. 

 
Councilmember Balducci thanked staff for their work in this area, which is a high priority for 
residents. 
 

 Councilmember Balducci moved to forward the prioritization criteria and process to the 
Transportation Commission for its feedback, and Mayor Degginger seconded the motion. 

 
Mayor Degginger suggested presenting specific questions for the Commission including 
feedback on Comprehensive Plan Policy TR-79 [Page SS 2-45 of the packet] and the scoring 
system presented by staff.   
 
Deputy Mayor Chelminiak expressed concern that more weight is given, for instance, to projects 
that link existing sidewalks versus those that provide new sidewalk segments.  He noted many 
neighborhoods have no sidewalks and should not be penalized for this.   
 
Responding to Dr. Davidson, Transportation Director Goran Sparrman said all projects are 
experiencing rapid cost increases, in part due to the cost of concrete.  The cost of each sidewalk 
project is dependent on its location, the profile of the road, and drainage requirements, the latter 
being a major cost driver.   
 

 The motion to forward the prioritization criteria and process to the Transportation 
Commission for its feedback carried by a vote of 6-0. 

 
13. Continued Oral Communications:  None. 
 
14. New Business:  None. 
 
15. Executive Session:  None. 
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16. Adjournment
 
At 10:05 p.m., Mayor Degginger declared the meeting adjourned. 
 
 
 
Myrna L. Basich 
City Clerk 
 
kaw 

  


