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East Link Extension Project UpdateEast Link Extension Project Update

Link light rail system
• 19 miles of light rail with 16 stations 

currently in service 

• University Link and Angle Lake opened in 
2016 

• Northgate 2021

• Lynnwood 2023

• Kent / Des Moines  2023

• East Link 2023

• 50+ mile system 2
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East Link overview

Length: 14 miles

Ride times: 

• Mercer Island to UW: 20 min.

• S. Bellevue to Intl. District: 14 min. 

• Overlake  Transit Center to 

Bellevue Transit Center: 10 min.

Rider projection: 50,000 daily by

2030

Budget: $3.7 billion (YOE $)

Start of Service: Targeted 2023 



11/14/2016

3

East Link timeline

Construction Start Dates 

Downtown tunnel: early 2016 

South Bellevue: early 2017

Bel-Red: early 2017

Central Bellevue/Wilburton:                 
early/mid-2017

I-90: mid-2017

Overlake: mid-2017

*subject to change as construction 
contracts are awarded

Judkins Park Station 
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Preparing I-90 for light rail

Getting Across the Expansion Joints
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Mercer Island Station  
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South Bellevue 
Station 

East Main Station 
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Downtown Tunnel 

Downtown Bellevue Tunnel & SEM
What is it?
• This tunneling method removes soil slowly, in small sections 

using an excavator and cutting equipment. The ground is 
quickly supported by spraying concrete on the face of the 
excavation. 

Why this method?
• The downtown Bellevue tunnel is approximately 2,000 feet 

long. The length of the tunnel, along with soil conditions and 
location of the Bellevue Downtown Station at the northern 
portal make this location suitable for SEM tunneling method.

Benefits
• Less disruption to surface streets means fewer traffic impacts
• Fewer noise and vibration impacts than cut-and-cover
• Less soil is removed from the ground, resulting in fewer dust 

impacts and construction traffic 
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I-405 crossing
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Wilburton Station 

Spring District/120th Station 
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Bel-Red/130th Station 

Overlake Village Station 
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Redmond Technology 
Center Station 


