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DATE: June 28, 2013 

  
TO: Sherry Grindeland, Chair 

Members of the Bellevue Parks and Community Services Board 

  
FROM: Camron Parker, Senior Planner, Parks, 452-2032 

cparker@bellevuewa.gov  

Mike Kattermann, AICP, Senior Planner, PCD, 452-2042 

mkattermann@bellevuewa.gov  

  

 

 

SUBJECT: Update on East Link Light Rail Project & Station Area Planning 

(Informational; no Board action requested) 

 

 

At the July 9, 2013 Parks and Community Services Board meeting staff will present an update on 

recent decisions and next steps related to the East Link light rail extension through Bellevue: 

 Finalizing the alignment 

 Sound Transit’s final design phase for the system including stations 

 Bellevue’s Station area planning (SAP) program 

 Implications for Bellevue park facilities 

 

This is being provided as information and no action is required. 

 

FINAL ALIGNMENT 

 

The City and Sound Transit have worked since early 2012 to identify and evaluate potential cost 

savings measures for the East Link project.  This effort is consistent with the 2011 memorandum 

of understanding (MOU) and Council direction.  A particular focus of the cost savings effort has 

been to reduce overall East Link project costs in Bellevue in order to reduce or eliminate the 

City’s contingent $60 million tunnel funding contribution. 

 

In April 2013, the City Council and Sound Transit Board took separate, final actions to 

determine which cost-savings options would be included in the alignment so the project could 

proceed to final design.  The final alignment is shown in Attachment 1 and the four specific 

options selected in April are described below: 

 

1. Bellevue Way SE includes a lidded trench in front of the Winters House and a shared 

driveway at that location for both the Winters House and blueberry farm to the south.  

The retail operation of the blueberry farm will also be relocated close to the shared 

driveway with a reconstructed parking lot.  Adding a HOV (e.g. carpool) lane to Bellevue 

Way is not part of the East Link project, but the City Council may decide to proceed with 

the project at a future date.  It remains in the draft 2013-2024 Transportation Facilities 

Plan that the Transportation Commission recommended to the City Council in June.  The 
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City Council is scheduled to act on the plan in August or September and decide whether 

to add the HOV lane to the city’s overall Capital Investment Program sometime after 

that. 

 

2. An elevated section of 112
th

 Avenue SE at SE 15
th

 Street that will cross over the light rail 

as it transitions from the east side of 112
th

 to the west side of 112
th

.  SE 15
th

 Street will be 

realigned farther north of its current location and continue to provide access to Bellefield 

Office Park and Bellefield Residential Park, though vehicle access will be limited to 

right-in/right-out.   
 

3. SE 4
th

 Street at 112
th

 Avenue SE will be closed to all but emergency vehicles and Surrey 

Downs Park will only be accessible from the neighborhood.  The future site of the 

District Court and the new park access has not yet been determined.  The existing master 

plan for the park will need to be re-examined to reflect the change in vehicular and 

pedestrian access to the park.   
 

4. The Downtown station will be located along the south side of NE 6
th

 Street between 110
th

 

and 112
th

 Avenues NE.  The station will be situated at the north portal of the tunnel on 

the west end and be elevated on the east end before it crosses over 112
th

 Avenue NE.   
 

 

FINAL DESIGN – SOUND TRANSIT 

 

With the alignment set, Sound Transit is proceeding to move from preliminary design (30%) to 

final design.  Sound Transit has begun the process with a series of public meetings to solicit 

input on design concepts and permanent station names.  STart, Sound Transit’s public art 

program, is also beginning its process of selecting artists and identifying opportunities and 

themes.  The City’s Arts Commission and staff are involved in the process and there will be 

opportunities for public input during the design process.  There will be additional meetings in 

Bellevue on the 60% level of design, likely beginning this fall. 

 

STATION AREA PLANNING 

 

In 2008 the City conducted the Light Rail Best Practices project to learn from the experiences of 

other cities in planning for and implementing light rail.  One of the recommendations from that 

effort was to develop station area plans. 

 

The primary objectives of this Station Area Planning work program are to: 

1. Engage the community in a planning process that establishes a clear vision and 

community goals for each station area. 

2. Identify and prioritize City-funded capital investments that enhance the community and 

help to integrate the station with the surrounding area. 

3. Optimize access to the station by pedestrians, bicyclists and transit patrons. 

4. Support the land use vision in Bellevue’s Comprehensive Plan for each neighborhood 

adjacent to light rail and encourage appropriate redevelopment where consistent with the 

City’s land use vision. 
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Station area planning provides the tools to achieve better integration and make the most of the 

light rail system when it is finally operational.  Unlike the light rail project itself, which is Sound 

Transit’s responsibility, this program is completely within the responsibility and authority of the 

City.  Station area planning encompasses the area within a ¼- to ½-mile radius of a station, 

roughly a 5- to 10-minute walk.  It is done at a much more focused level than a broader subarea 

plan (such as for Bel-Red).  Station area planning is distinct from issues that pertain to design, 

construction and mitigation of the light rail facilities themselves. These are addressed through the 

City’s design and mitigation permitting process, which is separate from this program. 

 

The following chart depicts the approximate timeline for the station area planning work and East 

Link.  Work on the plans will be staggered and the issues will vary by station.  However, all of 

the stations will have significant opportunities for public input and connectivity will be an issue 

for every station.  

 

 
 

 

PARK AND TRAIL IMPACTS 

 

Over the past five years, the Board has received periodic presentations and updates on impacts 

that are expected to occur within the Bellevue parks and open space system as a result of the East 

Link project.  With the final alignment selected, the exact impacts are now quantifiable and 

planning for mitigation, relocation and replacement of park land and facilities are underway.  

The presentation will focus on, but will not be limited to, impacts at Mercer Slough Nature Park 

and Surrey Downs Park. 
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At Mercer Slough Nature Park, many of the features and attributes located along the western 

edge of the park are being re-designed to allow for the light rail facility adjacent to Bellevue 

Way.  These facilities include the Sweylocken boat launch, the Overlake Blueberry Farm, the 

Heritage Loop Trail, the historic F.W. Winters House, the Perimeter Loop Trail and the Mercer 

Slough Water Trail (canoe/kayak trail). 

 

At Surrey Downs Park, the activities and features currently located in the park are also being 

reconsidered.  The light rail facility will close the two vehicular and pedestrian access points 

along 112
th

 Avenue SE. Park driveways will be relocated to points accessible from the west, 

through the Surrey Downs neighborhood.  As part of the East Link MOU, the City has 

committed to updating the park’s current master plan, which was adopted in 2009.  The process 

proposed to re-examine the master plan will be included as part the presentation. 

 

NEXT STEPS 

 

Final design by Sound Transit is underway.  Sometime this fall, Sound Transit is expected to 

have another series of open houses on station design.  There will also be outreach on the Sound 

Transit arts program. 

 

There will be ongoing public outreach for the individual station area plans as those progress as 

well as periodic updates to the city’s boards and commissions.  The particular roles of the boards 

and commissions will depend on the implementation recommendations of the individual station 

area plans. 

 

The Board will have an active role in the process to review the Surrey Downs Park master plan. 

That project will be initiated before the end of the year. 

 

Attachments: 

1. Alignment and station area planning map 
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  ATTACHMENT 1 
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