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AT HOME & LIVING

A Parent’s Review: Lewis Creek Park
Story Time

Hidden in the hills of Bellevue,
the Lewis Oreek Visitor Center
puts on a gem of a sto

Conveniantly located just five
minutes south of L0, the Lawis

aach month {o listen to slorles , .
that open their eves {o the Ranger Denise helps e kids with ora®t
wonders of nature. Thase fime at the Lewis Creek Visitor Center

regulars come (o “gal away from oy iime.

o

their children in the natural
landscape Lewis Uraek
provides,

kids get to lea
and thelr habilals, and gain an
appreciation for what makes owr

workd beauliful” A bird created af oralt tme ¢
Creel Vigitor Canter story time,

subside as vou head doser o nature, The visilor conter i situated with two
clear glass walls thal looks oul over the Lawis Cresld and the nature
preserve, s quite a sight,

and #s many inhabilants,

Each month has s own nalurs theme, Al our visll, the fealured story was
The Boy Who Drew Birds: A Story of dohn James Audubon by Jacqueline
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Audubon's studies and drawings of birds in thelr natural habital provided
pivolal information that changed the world’s understanding of migration, and
His vears of study and documentation became the foundstion for the
Audubon Soclely.

s

presented the story to the children. As she read, each page becams a
discussion. "What color are the birds on this page? Which one do you think
is the male? Why do vou think they are different colors? asked Ranger

Daniss.
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answers, sach child thinking about and analyzing why a bird might nestin g
cartain ares, or return o the same nest each yvear. Bringing the storvto a
close, she reviewed the vocabulary they had discussed troughout the
book.  was inferesiing o walch how the ranger drew out the children’s

s and built upon thelr understanding of the story angd its Impact on

Al the end of story tme the orafl was Introduced. The children were 1o maks
thair own birds. Ranger Denise again asked guestions about what they
ramamber about how 8 bird looks and asked them to build those features
into their creations.,

Ranger Denise provided each child with malerials, along with a brief
disoussion about each step. This allowed each child o be creative, bul also
o have a goal in mind 1o keep them focused, Mess was also keplio s
minimum with this sirategy, which | appreciated.
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an, and lots of irails o explors. Nexd time T am bringing 8 plonie and we will
sl fo slay for an sllernoon hike before heading back into the wrban sprawl,
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