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Parks & Community Services @ H§ =5
IN
Date: May 5, 2014
To: Parks & Community Services Board
From: Camron Parker, Senior Planner
Parks & Community Services
Subject: Comprehensive Plan Update — Parks, Open Space & Recreation Element Policies

(Board feedback/consensus requested)

At several meetings over the past year, the Board has provided input on various elements of
Bellevue’s Comprehensive Plan. At the May 13 meeting, the Board will review a draft set of
policy edits proposed for the updated Parks, Open Space & Recreation Element.

The Board’s prior feedback on the Element is attached. Added to each recommendation is a
pointer to where that recommendation can be found in the draft policy edits, which are also
attached. The draft policy table starts with the existing policy, offers a description of the type
of change proposed (if any) and why, and then concludes with the draft proposed policy. In
general, proposed changes fall into three categories:

¢ Incorporation of new ideas and direction from the Board, staff and planning projects
such as the Parks & Open Space System Plan, Recreation Plan, etc.

e Streamlining the policies by merging similar policies with similar themes

e Updating dated terminology and references

Thoughtfully consider the proposed edits and to contact me to discuss or ask questions about
any issue prior to the meeting. Following the Board’s review, a final set of policies will be
provided to the Planning Commission with a recommendation for inclusion in the updated
Comprehensive Plan. The chapter, in its current form can be read at this link:
www.bellevuewa.gov/pdf/PCD/CompPlan Vol 1 11.ParksRecOSElemnt.pdf

If you have questions, please contact me at (425) 452-2032 or cparker@bellevuewa.gov.
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Comprehensive Plan Update
Parks, Open Space and Recreation Element

Bellevue Parks & Community Services Board
October 8, 2013 and February 11, 2014

The Commission recommends the following to update the Comprehensive Plan:

DRAFT PoLicy
POINTER
PA-4
PA-13

PA-9
PA-20

PA-1
PA-2
PA-13
Refer to Trans

New-1

PA-13
PA-33

Refer to Trans

Refer to Trans

PA-3
PA-7

PA-37
New-3

Acquisition and development of the parks and open space system must take into
account the location of population growth in Bellevue. A priority should be set for
providing proximal, walkable access to parks and trails for all Bellevue residents and
workers.

Developing parks within an urban environment (Downtown, BelRed, Eastgate) is
imperative to maintaining the City in a Park vision and meeting people’s recreation
needs where they live. Urban parks have unique challenges including the high cost
of land acquisition and designing for intensive use. To be successful in this goal,
private developers and property owners must be partners. The City should promote
policies that support various tools including regulatory incentives to facilitate public
park investments in urban areas. '

The priority that Bellevue has placed on creating physical connectivity between and
among the park and trail system must be maintained into the future. This demands
close alignment between policies relating to parks and trails and policies relating to
active transportation systems (pedestrian and bicycles).

To promote and facilitate increased public enjoyment of the park and trail system,
the City must implement signage and wayfinding techniques to direct individuals to
public access points from nearby streets and trails.

The City in a Park vision can be implemented in areas outside of parks and trails.
Policies that support aesthetic and functional improvements to the city’s street
network should be maintained and strengthened. These improvements can include
street tree planter strips, planted medians and safe and comfortable sidewalks and
bike facilities.

Policies related to mass transit planning should include a factor to consider
improved transit access to the city’s park and trail system.

The practice of proactively acquiring key properties throughout the city for open
space preservation or future park development (particularly on the city’s waterfront)
must continue to be strongly supported in policy.

Decisions related to park development and redevelopment should be strongly tied
to the demographics of the city and neighborhood in which the park exists.
Programs and facilities must match the user’s needs and interests based on age,
culture, ability, incomes, etc. '
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DRAFT PoLicy
POINTER

Include in Goal
Statement

PA-36

PA-34

PA-30
PA-32
PA-40

9.

10.

11.

12.

<<Recommendations 9-12 added from 2/11/14 Board discussion>>

The Parks & Community Services mission, “to build a healthy community” must take
into account physical and mental health as well as environmental health of the city
and the economic health of its residents, businesses and institutions.

As Bellevue continues to diversify in areas of age, income, ethnicity and other
factors, intercultural interactions are an essential element of creating community
and instilling a sense of belonging among Bellevue residents. Maintaining public
trust in Bellevue’s public institutions (city, schools, etc.) is also critical to building
community.

Parks, Opens Space and Recreation policies should emphasize services for Bellevue’s
youth. This includes providing youth and teens with opportunities for leadership
and self-directed programming.

Policies should identify Parks & Community Services role in sustaining and improving
the environmental health of the city, including the provision of environmental
education and stewardship opportunities for Bellevue residents.
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