
 
 

       

    

 

 
 

Phone: 425-452-5377 

 

Date: March 31, 2015   

 

To: Sherry Grindeland, Chair and Bellevue Parks & Community Services Board   

 

From: Patrick Foran, Parks & Community Services Director  

 

RE: Name Change for Bovee Park  

 (Informational; Board action requested later) 

____________________________________________________________________________  

 

Summary: 

 

On March 9, the Bellevue City Council directed the Parks & Community Services Board to 

begin the renaming process to rename Bovee Park. 

 

Background: 

 

Ms. Kasia Wilk originally reached out to city staff (via MyBellevue) on June 2, 2014 to request a 

name change for Bovee Park. She stated that she was a victim of abuse by Mr. Charles Bovee, 

the former Mayor for whom the park is named. Staff met with Ms. Wilk in July 2014 to discuss 

the process of a park name change. She then reached out to City Council on February 2, 2015, 

requesting the name change.   

 

The city purchased the four-acre Bovee Park property, located at 1500 108th Avenue Northeast, 

from Bovee’s widow in 1962. 

 

In 1994, a request to rename the park was also brought to the city by another group. In January 

1995, Council voted 6-1 in favor of not changing the park name. (See attachment –City Council 

Minutes dated January 3, 1995.)  

 

 

Park Naming Policy: 

 

Per city policy, the Bellevue City Council has sole authority to designate the names of public 

parks. Unless agreements are in place stating otherwise, Council can change a park name at any 

time and for any reason, with a majority vote.  (Note: It does not appear that the agreement 

between the city and the Bovee family contained any naming restrictions.) 

 

Council Resolution No. 8229 sets forth policies and procedures for naming public parks and 

recreation facilities.  Council has sole authority to name a city park.  Criteria for choosing names 

listed in Resolution No. 8229 are: 
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1) Neighborhood or geographical identification; 

2) A natural or geological feature; 

3) A historical figure or name of historical or cultural significance; and/or 

4) A corporation, non-profit organization, or an individual (living or deceased) who has 

made a significant land and/or monetary contribution to the park system and who has a 

compelling connection to Bellevue and/or the park system. 

 

 

Re-naming Process: 

 

As directed by Council, the Bellevue Parks & Community Services Board should begin the 

renaming process to include:  

 

1) Conducting a public process to obtain addition names for consideration.  

2) Forwarding a naming recommendation or recommended naming options for Council 

consideration.   

 

Proposed Timeline: 

 

April 14 Provide overview of public process to Parks & Community Services Board 

April 14-30 Solicit naming input through various channels 

April 28 Park Board Special Meeting  

May 1-10 Community online voting  

May 12  Park Board selects naming recommendation 

May 18  Park Board forwards naming option(s) to Council  
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