City of Bellevue 5%,
Parks & Community "’é_ T M EMORAN DU M

Services Department g

Phone:  452-5377

Date: ~ February 26,2015

To: Parks & Community Services Board
From: Patrick Fofan, Directeé&

Subject:  Old Bellevue Parking

At the February 10, 2015, Park Board meeting Board Member Van Hollebeke requested information
regarding the work of an ““Ad Hoc” committee working on various aspects of parking issues in Old
Bellevue. Below is a summary of the work to date.

2014 Establishment of a Working Grou
In a letter to City Council on September 22, 2014 (Attachment 1) Mr. Carl Vander Hoek asked the

Council’s support

“...in exploring a private/public partnership between the city and Old Bellevue, setting up a
Local Improvement District or a similar funding mechanism that will increase parking for the
expansion of the Downtown Park and the neighborhood.”

This letter was accompanied by a letter on the same date (Attachment 2) from the Bellevue
Downtown Association, supporting Mr. Vander Hoek’s request. The letter states:

“We respectfully ask the City Council to approve the start of city staff work with stakeholders
on next steps to: build mutual understanding of the problem/need; provide information and
resources regarding district formation; and ensure that staff leadership from parks, planning,
transportation, develop services, the city attorney’s office, and the city manager’s office take
part in the process. The BDA is available to host the meeting(s) and/or help facilitate this
conversation.” :

A similar letter of support was received from the Chamber. Since that time, the City Manager’s
Office convened a work group comprised of members of the Vander Hoek Corporation (VHC), the
BDA, and various individuals from Old Bellevue merchants, who have met with city staff comprised
of the Directors of Parks, Planning, Transportation, Development Services, the City Manager’s Office,
and technical staff, to explore public/private partnerships as requested, related to parking in Old
Bellevue and the Downtown Park. Meetings were held October 14, October 30, December 9, 2014,
and January 30, 2015. Work to date has included:

s  An agreement by the City to hold a Public Open House for all stakeholders with interests in
the Downtown Park in March.




» A review and presentation by the consultant (Gibson) who prepared the 2013 technical
analysis resulting in the planned parking at the Downtown Park with closure of the circle at
the SE corner and installation of the Inspiration Playground. '

»  Presentation by the consultant (Transpo) who prepared, in May 2014, a targeted Parking
Study for Old Bellevue. This study was completed as part of the Downtown Livability
Initiative and explored solutions for parking in Old Bellevue including, parking demand
management strategies, using existing supply more efficiently, and building new capacity.

» A proposal by the city to consider a public/private financial partnership to construct
additional underground structured parking on the west side of Downtown Park along 100"
Avenue NE that would include elements of the Transpo study as well as the formation of a
financial mechanism to support the construction and operation of the structured parking. The

‘proposal has not been explored further.

» Discussion of returning to City Council with a joint recommendation to build a financial
partnership initially proposed by Mr. Vander Hoek in his September letter and supported by
the BDA if a downtown sponsor and financial partner(s) comes forward. The City provided
a scope and estimate to undertake a more comprehensive parking analysis for Old Bellevue
which would include broad public outreach and stakeholder involvement. City staff has
estimated the cost of such a study to be $70,000-$80,000 depending on scope.

» An agreement to review potential revisions to the City Code regarding parking in Old
Bellevue. This work has not been completed. ' '

Further meetings have not been scheduled yet.
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Carl Vander Hoek
3421024 Ave SE Apt 218
Bellevue, WA

9/22/14

‘Bellevue City Council
450 110t AVE NE
P.0. Box 90012
Bellevue, WA 98004

Dear Mayor Claudia Balducci and Honorable Council Members,

ame is Carl Vander Hoek (342 102"d Ave NE #218, Bellevue) and I am a Dewntown

My n :
oday as a representative of the Old Bellevue

resident and property owner and am heret
Merchants Association. We ask for your support in exploring a private/public partnership -

between the city and Old Bellevue, settingup a Local Improvement District or a similar
funding mechanism that will increase parking for the expansion of Downtown Park and the
neighborhood. Currently park expansion plans call for no new parking beyond what is

provided today.
cult to say the least. Customers cannot find

business elsewhere. Additionally, parking for
hey take on street parking away from

Parking in Old Bellevue is extremely diffi
‘parking, so they are starting to take their
employees is not available for many businesses so t
customers, which further impacts businesses.

Of the over 250 events at the park annually over 170,000 visitors come to the park. The
current parking and future plans for the same amount of parking we have today are not
sufficient for these needs or to accommodate Bellevue's future growth projections. When

‘patrons cannot park at the park they overflow in to the streets of Old Bellevue thatare
g needs spills over into adjacent residential

already at capacity. From there parkin
neighborhoods. This is no different from the concerns in the past when Surrey Downs,

Northtowne, and West Bellevue appealed to the city for permit parking in their
neighborhoods.

e residents, park patrons, and Old Bellevue
employees and customers. We need your help to provide more parking for the increased
park use, restaurants and retail businesses in Old Bellevue. We would like to work in
collaboration with the city, residents, property OWners, merchants, the Bellevue Downtown
Association, Bellevue Rotary, and the Chamber of Commerce to find-a solution that better
addresses current and future parking needs and establishes a LID in Old Bellevue to help

pay for the additional cost of increased parking.

A parking garage makes good sense for th

available for employees and residents would also provide a
Ip fund additional parking, Rather than penalizing
which discourages customers and

Making monthly paid parking
source of income for the city that will he
parkers by increasing parking monitoring and ticketing,
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visitors to.the area and would be an on going expense of the park, the Old Bellevue
Merchants’ Association recommends utilizing the land the city currently owns in the most
‘efficient way for the benefit of the community to accommodate the parking needs for
Bellevue and the parks future growth. '

The Old Bellevue Merchants Association has the support of the Bellevue Downtown
Association. We have scheduled meetings with Bellevue Rotary, the Chamber of Commerce,
and the Downtown Bellevue Residents Association and others to-seek their support for
additional parking in the park. Itis an easy sell as it benefits all and costs little. We have also
scheduled a meeting with BDS Consulting who contracts with the City of Seattle to form
"Local Improvement Districts. We request the assistance of the cityin this effort.

When the benefits-are so great and these additional sources of funding, it makes good sense

to support a parking garage at the Bellevue Downtown Park. We look forward to woxjking
with you further on a solution. '

Thank you from the 0Old Bellevue Merchants Association for your consideration.of this issue.

Sincerely,

Carl Vander Hoek

o b VPl

0ld Bellevue Merchant's Association Bpa'rd_ Member
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&f) BELLEVUE DOWNTOW

7 ASSOCIATION :

September 22, 2014

The Honorable Claudia Balducci, Mayor
Bellevue City Council

450 110th Avenue NE

Bellevue, WA 98004

RE: Old Bellevue and Downtown Park parking

Dear Mayor Balducci and Councitmembers:

s Association has surfaced a partnership approach to

As you may be aware, the Old Bellevue Merchant
wntown Park. The Bellevue Downtown Association.

finance public parking for 0ld Bellevue and the Do
supports further work on this concept. Businesses in the 0Old Bellevue area, including some property

owners, have shown interest in forming ‘a special assessment district in Old Bellevue primarily for the
purpose of funding structured parking. This new parking capacity would support businesses in the area
and users of the expanded park. To raise sufficient capital, the plan may require a city contribution anda

pay-parking revenue stream.

We respectfully ask the City Council to-approve the start of city staff work with stakehalders on next

steps to: build mutual understanding of the problem/need; provide information and resources regarding
district formation; and ensure that staff leadership from parks, planning, transportation, development
services, the city attorney’s office, and the city manager’s office take part in the process.

tate this conversation. Thank you for taking

The BDA is available to host the meeting(s) and/or help facili _
tive path forward.

this request under consideration, and we hope for a coopera

‘Sincerely,

Ross Jacobson, Board Chair

‘Patrick Bannon, President

Making A Great Place Together

400 108th Avenue NE, Suite 110« Bellevue, WA 98004 « 425-453-1223 « Fax 425-646-6634 - www.bellevuedowntown.com
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