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Age distribution of Bellevue’s population  Age distribution of Bellevue’s Older Adult (65 +) population  

 

Youth 
The proportion of children in Bellevue has remained 
relatively stable since 1990. Preschool children made up 
5.9% of Bellevue’s population in 1990, 5.6% in 2000 and 
5.5% (+/-0.6%) in 2006-2008. School age children made 
up 17.5% of Bellevue’s population in 1990, 17.5% in 
2000 and 17.4% (+/-) in 2006-2008. According to the 
Bellevue School District, between 1999 and 2009, school 
enrollment increased by 2,241 students or 14.8%, from 
15,070 students in 1999 to 17,311 in 2009.   

Currently in Bellevue there are similar proportions of 
children ages 0 to5, 5 to 10, 10 to 15 and 15 to 19. 

 

Individuals with Disabilities 
According to the 2008 American Community Survey an 
estimated 8.8% (+/-1.6%) of Bellevue’s population had 
a disability in 2008.  Almost 46% of adults age 75 and 
over had one or more disabilities, compared to less 
than four percent of the population under age 35.  
Ambulatory and independent living difficulties were 
the most common forms of disabilities. 

 
Percentages of Bellevue’s Population that had disabilities in 2008 by type of disability. 

 

Disability Type 
Percent of 
population 

Hearing difficulty 2.4% 
Vision difficulty 1.4% 

Cognitive difficulty 3.7% 
Ambulatory difficulty 5.5% 

Self-care difficulty 2.9% 
Independent living difficulty 4.3% 

Age distribution of Bellevue’s Children 
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Bellevue’s population with a disability by age category in 2008. 

Natural Resource Characteristics 

Bellevue’s natural systems of forests, wetlands, and riparian corridors help define our City and make it 

unique. Four major stream systems - Kelsey Creek (which includes Mercer Slough, Lake Bellevue, Kelsey 

Creek, Larsen Lake, Phantom Lake, West Tributary, Valley Creek, and Richards Creek), Coal Creek, Vasa 

Creek, and Lewis Creek - carry surface water to either Lake Washington or Lake Sammamish. These 

stream systems contribute to the wide plant and animal diversity existing in many of our larger wetland 

systems, such as the Mercer Slough and the Lake Hills Greenbelt. 

Bellevue’s urban forest stretches from the shores of Lake Washington and Lake Sammamish to the top 

of Cougar Mountain. The city includes 14 miles of waterfront between the two major lakes, which 

establishes it as a waterfront community and creates interest in water-related recreation activities. 

The City’s topographic variations result in spectacular views of mountains, water, and urban areas. It is 

not surprising that Bellevue residents have placed a high priority on retaining open space and natural 

areas.  It is one of the many reasons they choose to live here. 

Public stewardship of these natural systems is a key element in the park system plan, and many of these 

important systems are owned by Parks & Community Services.  While we have a wealth of natural 

resources in the City, many of these areas are privately owned.  As the population of Bellevue continues 

to grow, remaining environmentally critical areas will come under increasing development pressure.  We 

must continue to acquire key pieces of environmentally critical areas and wildlife corridors. 

The City’s role in protecting and enhancing these natural systems has become increasingly important as 

the City complies with federal and state environmental regulations, such as the Endangered Species Act 

requirements for protecting Chinook salmon and bull trout, the state Shoreline Master Program and the 
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Park Capital Recommendations
Proposed Greenways *

Mountains to Sound Greenway

Lake to Lake Greenway

South Bellevue/Coal Creek Greenway

Marymoor to Cougar Mtn. Greenway

Bel-Red Greenway

Richards Valley Greenway

BSNF Greenway

Subareas

School Property (Public)

City Parks

City of Bellevue

Outside of City

City Limits

Legend

See Bel-Red Subarea Plan

* Refer to the Pedestrian and Bicycle Plan
for complete trail details.

ABC-00

OST-5
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 2010 Park Open Space System Plan - Draft
Capital Project List (20 Year)

2/2/2010

Project # Project Name
Open Space, Greenways, Wildlife Corridors and Trails

OST-1 Mountains to Sound Greenway Trails:  Multi-use Connections x x x x

OST-2 Lake to Lake Greenway Trails: Multi-use Connections x x x x

OST-3 South Bellevue / Coal Creek Greenway Trails: Multi-use Connections x x x

OST-4 Marymoor to Cougar Mountain Greenway Trails:  Multi-use Connections x x x

OST-5 Bel-Red Greenway Trails: Multi-use Connections x x x x

OST-6 Richards Valley Greenway Trails: Multi-use Connections x x

OST-7 Burlington Northern and Santa Fe (BSNF) Greenway Trails:  Multi-use Connections x x x x x

OST-8 Greenway Connections/Extensions: Native Growth Protection Areas (NGPA) x

OST-9 Pedestrian and Bicycle Plan implementation (See Ped & Bike Plan) x

Park Facilities
PRK-1 Add Neighborhood Park: Bridle Trails Subarea x

PRK-2 Add Neighborhood Park: Crossroads Subarea x

PRK-3 Add Neighborhood Park: Factoria Subarea x

PRK-4 Add Neighborhood Park: Newport Hills Subarea x

PRK-5

Improve Un-developed Sites: Eastgate/Newcastle Subarea (Norelius/Sunrise Property)
x x

PRK-6 Improve Un-developed Sites: North Bellevue Subarea (Chapin Property) x

PRK-7 Improve Un-developed Sites: Wilburton Subarea (Glendale Property) x

PRK-8 Redevelop Enatai Neighborhood Park x

PRK-9 Continue Phased Development: Airfield Park x

PRK-10 Continue Phased Development: Bellevue Botanical Garden x

PRK-11 Continue Phased Development: Crossroads Park x

PRK-12 Continue Phased Development: Eastgate Park x

PRK-13 Continue Phased Development: Kelsey Creek Park x x

PRK-14 Continue Phased Development: Lewis Creek Park picnic area and trails x

PRK-15 Continue Phased Development: Mercer Slough Natural Area x x x

PRK-16 Continue Phased Development: Robinswood Park x x

PRK-17 Continue Phased Development: Surrey Downs Park x

PRK-18 Continue Phased Development: Wilburton Hill Park x

Active Recreation Facilities
AREC-1 North Bellevue Community Center Addition x

AREC-2 Community Center serving North/Southwest Bellevue x x

AREC-3 Sportsfields: Synthetic Field Surfaces x

AREC-4 Sportsfields: Two lighted ball fields at Marymoor Park x

AREC-5 Sportsfields: Lighted sportsfields at Airfield Park x

AREC-6 Sportsfields: Lighted fields at selected community and school sites x

AREC-7 Sportsfields: Improve school sportsfields x

AREC-8 Sportsfields: Ballfield at Wilburton Hill Park x
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 2010 Park Open Space System Plan - Draft
Capital Project List (20 Year)

2/2/2010

Project # Project Name So
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AREC-9 Off-leash Dog Areas Improvements and Additions x

AREC-10 Alternative Sports Facilities for Diverse Recreation Preferences x

AREC-11 Golf Course Improvements x

AREC-12 Tennis Center Improvements x

AREC-13 Aquatic Center Improvements x

Waterfront Access
H2O-1 Meydenbauer Bay Park x

H2O-2 Meydenbauer Bay Park to Downtown Park Connection x

H2O-3 Connect Enatai Beach Park to Mercer Slough Natural Area x

H2O-4 Complete Enatai Beach Park Phased Development x

H2O-5 SE 40th Boat Launch Addition x

H2O-6 Lake Sammamish Waterfront x

H2O-7 Chism Beach Redevelopment x

H2O-8 Clyde Beach Redevelopment x

H2O-9 Additions to existing waterfront parks x

Parks & Open Space Serving Urban Densities
URB-1 Downtown Subarea: Add NW Neighborhood Park x

URB-2 Downtown Subarea: Downtown Park x

URB-3 Downtown Subarea: Add SE Neighborhood Park ( NE 2nd corner properties) x

URB-4 Downtown Subarea: Ashwood Park x

URB-5 Downtown Subarea: Main Street Linear Buffer Greenway x

URB-6 Downtown Subarea: Add Community Center x

URB-7 Bel-Red Subarea: Open space and Off-Street Trail Development x x

URB-8 Bel-Red Subarea: Multi-purpose Trail Development x x

URB-9 Bel-Red Subarea: Park System Acquisition and Development x x

Partnerships
PTNR-1 Elementary, Middle and High School Site Improvements x

PTNR-2 Partner with Other City departments to Create Parks x

PTNR-3 Partner with other Public Agencies to Create Parks, including but not limited to Bellevue 

School District, Cascade Water Alliance, Sound Transit, Washington State, King County and 

Bellevue College

x

PTNR-4 Aquatic Facility x

PTNR-5 Ice Rink x

PTNR-6 Historic Building Preservation x

PTNR-7 Cultural Arts Center x

PTNR-8 Youth Performing Arts Center x x

See Bel-Red 
Subarea Plan
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