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Sound Transit’s proposed East Link 
light rail project will tie into the light 
rail line currently under construction 
from Sea-Tac International Airport to 
downtown Seattle and cross Lake 
Washington on the I-90 bridge. Its 
18 miles will ultimately connect the 
Eastside’s biggest population and 
employment centers, including Mercer 
Island, Bellevue, the Bel-Red Corridor, 
Overlake and Redmond.

In September 2006, Sound Transit, the 
Federal Transit Administration (FTA) 
and Washington State Department 
of Transportation (WSDOT) began an 
approximately three year environmental 
review process, including preparing an 
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required. Sound Transit is also conducting environmental 
review on a future extension for downtown Redmond.

Segment details
Segment B contains five light rail route alternatives between 
I-90 and SE 6th Street. All alternatives leave the I-90 center 
roadway at Bellevue Way SE. Four of the alternatives follow 
Bellevue Way north and one of the alternatives continues 
parallel to I-90 on a new bridge across the south edge of 
Mercer Slough. 

Bellevue Way SE (B1; B2-A; B2-E; B3)

The Bellevue Way SE alternatives leave I-90 either surface 
level by existing HOV ramp or elevated over the west-bound 
lanes of I-90. One route (B1) continues along Bellevue 
Way SE north all the way to downtown Bellevue. Two 
route alternatives diverge from Bellevue Way SE following 
112th Avenue SE to downtown Bellevue (one is at-grade, 
B2-A and one is elevated, B2-E) and a fourth option turns 
east from 112th Avenue SE to SE 8th Street and then 
heads north behind commercial buildings to downtown 
Bellevue (B3).

environmental impact statement (EIS). In December 2006, 
the Sound Transit Board identified the light rail routes, 
stations and maintenance facility alternatives that will 
be studied in detail in the East Link Draft EIS. The project 
team is now advancing conceptual engineering on the EIS 
alternatives and preparing the environmental analysis.

Funding to build East Link between Seattle and the 
Overlake Transit Center in Redmond is included in Sound 
Transit 2, also know as Proposition 1, the Mass Transit 
Expansion Proposal that was approved by voters in King, 
Pierce and Snohomish counties on Nov. 4. The proposal 
provides funding for an at-grade or elevated alternative 
in downtown Bellevue. If the Sound Transit Board selects 
a tunnel alternative, additional funding sources will be 
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Travel times
Downtown Seattle to S. Bellevue: Approx. 12 minutes

S. Bellevue to Overlake TC/Microsoft: Approx. 13 to 20 minutes

S. Bellevue to University of Washington Approx. 23 minutes

BNSF Railroad/I-405 Corridor (B7)

The alternative on the east side of Mercer 
Slough would continue east from Bellevue Way 
SE elevated along the north side of I-90, then 
heading north along the BNSF railroad. At SE 8th 
Street, B7 would continue north near I-405/114th 
Avenue SE to downtown Bellevue. 

Stations
South Bellevue Park-and-Ride with 
expanded parking up to 1476 spaces 
(serves all Bellevue Way routes).

SE 8th Street with pedestrian access 
(serves routes along 112th).

118th Ave SE with new park and ride 
for 1000 cars south of SE 8th Street 
(serves Alternative B7/BNSF corridor).

What have we heard?
During the scoping for the EIS and in 
subsequent communications, the West Bellevue 
neighborhoods expressed concern about 
potential neighborhood impacts, in particular 
with the routes along Bellevue Way, and 112th. 
In addition, many indicated a desire to study 
routes near I-405(the B7/BNSF route is preferred 
by many). Others expressed interest in having 
local access to the light rail system at the South 
Bellevue and other stations.

Sound Transit plans, builds and operates regional transit systems and services to improve mobility for the Central Puget Sound. 

For more information, contact Ann Mueller, Community Outreach, at (206) 370-5511 or ann.mueller@soundtransit.org. You can also visit 
Sound Transit’s Website at www.soundtransit.org. Accommodations may be arranged with sufficient notice for persons with disabilities by 
calling (206) 689-4927 or 1-888-713-6030 TTY. To request printed materials in alternative formats, call (206) 689-4927 or 1-888-713-6030 TTY. 
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Sound Transit’s proposed East Link light rail project will 
tie into the light rail line currently under construction from 
Sea-Tac International Airport to downtown Seattle and 
cross Lake Washington on the I-90 bridge. Its 18 miles will 
ultimately connect the Eastside’s biggest population and 
employment centers, including Mercer Island, Bellevue, 
the Bel-Red Corridor, Overlake and Redmond.

In September 2006, Sound Transit, the Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) and Washington State Department 
of Transportation (WSDOT) began an approximately three 
year environmental review process, including preparing an 
environmental impact statement (EIS). In December 2006,  
the Sound Transit Board identified the light rail routes, 
stations and maintenance facility alternatives that will 
be studied in detail in the East Link Draft EIS. The project 
team is now advancing conceptual engineering on the EIS 
alternatives and preparing the environmental analysis.

Funding to build East Link between Seattle and the Overlake 
Transit Center in Redmond is included in Sound Transit 2, 
also know as Proposition 1, the Mass Transit Expansion 
Proposal that was approved by voters in King, Pierce and 
Snohomish counties on Nov. 4. The proposal provides 
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Bellevue Way NE 6th Street (C1-T, Tunnel)

This route approaches downtown Bellevue from Bellevue 
Way SE transitioning into a tunnel south of Main Street, 
continues under the NE 6th Street pedestrian corridor, then 
emerges out of the ground between Bellevue City Hall and 
the Meydenbauer Center onto an elevated structure over 
112th Avenue NE and I-405. It then turns north into the BNSF 
railroad right-of-way and on towards the Bel-Red Corridor.

funding for an at-grade or elevated 
alternative in downtown Bellevue. 
If the Sound Transit Board selects a 
tunnel alternative, additional funding 
sources will be required. Sound Transit 
is also conducting environmental 
review on a future extension for 
downtown Redmond.

Segment details
Segment C serves downtown Bellevue 
with alternatives that travel from south 
of Main Street to 116th Avenue NE 
and NE 12th on the east side of I-405. 
There are three tunnel alternatives, 
two elevated alternatives and one 
surface alternative. 

106th Avenue NE (C2-T, Tunnel)

This route approaches downtown Bellevue from either 
112th Avenue SE or the I-405 corridor and then turns west 
into a tunnel south of Main Street, turns north under 106th 
Avenue NE and then east under the NE 6th Street pedestrian 
corridor. The route then emerges out of the ground between 
Bellevue City Hall and the Meydenbauer Center onto an 
elevated structure across 112th Avenue NE and I-405. It 
then turns north into the BNSF railroad right-of-way and 
on towards the Bel-Red Corridor.
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Travel times
Downtown Bellevue to Overlake TC/Microsoft: Approx. 8 to 13 minutes

Downtown Bellevue to University of Washington: Approx. 27 to 31 minutes

Downtown Bellevue to SeaTac Airport: Approx. 52 to 56 minutes

Downtown Bellevue to Downtown Seattle: Approx. 17 to 21 minutes

downtown.  The City of Bellevue is interested 
in a tunnel under downtown Bellevue. Others 
prefer an elevated or at-grade alternative to 

increase the funding available for other transit 
projects and/or extending the line towards 
Redmond.

108th Avenue NE (C3-T, Tunnel)
This route approaches downtown Bellevue from 
either 112th Avenue SE or the I-405 corridor 
and then turns west into a tunnel south of 
Main Street. The route turns north under 108th 
Avenue NE, then emerges out of the ground 
on the north side of NE 12th Street, where it 
travels elevated above 112th Avenue NE and 
onto a new overpass across I-405. 

108th and 110th Avenue NE 
(C4-A: Surface Couplet)
This route approaches downtown Bellevue from 
either 112th Avenue SE or the I-405 corridor 
and then turns west along the south side of 
Main Street. The route turns north with the 
northbound track operating on 110th Avenue 
NE and the southbound track operating on 
108th Avenue NE. The route then turns east 
on the north side of NE 12th Street where it 
travels elevated above 112th Avenue NE and 
onto a new overpass across I-405.

112th Avenue NE (C7-E, Elevated)
This route approaches downtown Bellevue from 
either 112th Avenue NE or the I-405 corridor, 
continues elevated along 112th Avenue NE, 
then turns east on the north side of NE 12th 
Street where it travels onto a new overpass 
across I-405.

110th Avenue NE (C8-E, Elevated)
This route approaches downtown Bellevue from 
the I-405 corridor, continues elevated along I-405 
and then turns west at NE 2nd  Street to 110th 
Avenue NE, then turns north to the north side 
of NE 12th Street where it travels east onto a 
new overpass across I-405. 

Stations
Old Bellevue (serves Route C1).
East Main (serves routes connecting to 
B3 and B7).
Bellevue Transit Center (all routes).
Hospital (C1, C2).
Ashwood/Hospital (C3, C4, C7, C8).

The Hospital or Ashwood/Hospital stations may 
serve as an interim terminus for the project. An 
interim terminus allows for train turnback and 
storage track. Storage tracks are typically located 
past the station and range between 600 and 
800 lineal feet. 

What have we heard?
During the scoping for the EIS and in subsequent 
communications, there was interest in protecting 
the residential neighborhoods adjacent to 

Sound Transit plans, builds and operates regional transit systems and services to improve mobility for the Central Puget Sound. 

For more information, contact Ann Mueller, Community Outreach, at (206) 370-5511 or ann.mueller@soundtransit.org. You can also visit 
Sound Transit’s Website at www.soundtransit.org. Accommodations may be arranged with sufficient notice for persons with disabilities by 
calling (206) 689-4927 or 1-888-713-6030 TTY. To request printed materials in alternative formats, call (206) 689-4927 or 1-888-713-6030 TTY. 
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Sound Transit’s proposed East Link light rail project will 
tie into the light rail line currently under construction from 
Sea-Tac International Airport to downtown Seattle and 
cross Lake Washington on the I-90 bridge. Its 18 miles will 
ultimately connect the Eastside’s biggest population and 
employment centers, including Mercer Island, Bellevue, 
the Bel-Red Corridor, Overlake and Redmond.

In September 2006, Sound Transit, the Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) and Washington State Department 
of Transportation (WSDOT) began an approximately three 
year environmental review process, including preparing an 
environmental impact statement (EIS). In December 2006,  
the Sound Transit Board identified the light rail routes, 
stations and maintenance facility alternatives that will 
be studied in detail in the East Link Draft EIS. The project 
team is now advancing conceptual engineering on the EIS 
alternatives and preparing the environmental analysis.

Funding to build East Link between Seattle and the 
Overlake Transit Center in Redmond is included in Sound 
Transit 2, also know as Proposition 1, the Mass Transit 
Expansion Proposal that was approved by voters in King, 
Pierce and Snohomish counties on Nov. 4. The proposal 
provides funding for an at-grade or elevated alternative 
in downtown Bellevue. If the Sound Transit Board selects 
a tunnel alternative, additional funding sources will be 
required. Sound Transit is also conducting environmental 
review on a future extension for downtown Redmond.

Segment details
In Segment D there are three main route alternatives between 
downtown Bellevue and the Overlake Transit Center: 

NE 16th St/SR 520, NE 16th St/NE 20th St and SR 520.
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NE 16th Street/SR 520 to Overlake Transit Center: 
4 stations (D2-A, Surface)

From downtown Bellevue this route heads east mostly 
at-grade in new right-of-way in the vicinity of NE 16th Street 
then north along 136th Place NE crossing NE 20th Street, 
then east along the south side of SR 520 then elevated 
along the south side of NE 24th over 148th Avenue NE 
transitioning back to grade then north along the west side 
of 152nd Avenue NE and back along SR 520 to Overlake 
Transit Center.

NE 16th Street/SR 520 to Overlake Transit Center: 
4 stations (D2-E, Elevated)

This route follows the same alignment as D2 except that 
it is mostly elevated along NE 16th Street and 136th 
Place NE.

NE 16th Street/NE 20th Street to 
Overlake Transit Center: 4 stations (D3)

This route is the same as Route D2-A, but continues east 
along NE 20th Street rather than SR 520 east of 136th Place 
NE. The route continues in the median of NE 20th Street 
transitioning into a retained cut near Ross Plaza, crossing 

under 148th Avenue NE and returning to 
grade in median of  152nd Avenue NE. 
It then continues along the south side of 
SR 520 to Overlake Transit Center.

BNSF/SR 520 to Overlake: 2
stations (D5)

From downtown Bellevue this route heads 
north elevated in the BNSF right-of-way, 
then east to SR 520 where it runs along 
the south side of SR 520, then into a 
retained cut underneath 148th Avenue 
NE, then at-grade along west side of 
152nd Avenue NE and then along the 
southside of SR 520 to the Overlake 
Transit Center.
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Travel times
Microsoft to Downtown Bellevue: Approx. 8 to 13 minutes

Microsoft to Downtown Seattle: Approx. 25 to 32 minutes

Microsoft to Capitol Hill: Approx. 33 to 40 minutes

Microsoft to University of Washington: Approx. 36 to 43 minutes

Stations
Potentially at 124th Ave NE (D2-A, D2-E, D3).
130th Ave NE (D2-A, D2-E, D3).
Overlake Village (All).
Overlake Transit Center (All).
Potential Interim Terminus.

For financial purposes each Segment D Station location has been 
studied as a potential interim terminus. An interim terminus allows for 
train turnback and storage. Storage tracks are typically located past 
the station and easterly or in the direction of Redmond. Storage tracks 
range between 600 and 800 lineal feet in length.

What have we heard?
During the scoping for the EIS and in subsequent communications, 
many expressed a preference for stations near Overlake Hospital and 
Microsoft. Suggestions were made to enhance transit connections 
to light rail by providing additional park and ride access and timely, 
convenient bus service. 

Sound Transit plans, builds and operates regional transit systems and services to improve mobility for the Central Puget Sound. 

For more information, contact Ann Mueller, Community Outreach, at (206) 370-5511 or ann.mueller@soundtransit.org. You can also visit 
Sound Transit’s Website at www.soundtransit.org. Accommodations may be arranged with sufficient notice for persons with disabilities by 
calling (206) 689-4927 or 1-888-713-6030 TTY. To request printed materials in alternative formats, call (206) 689-4927 or 1-888-713-6030 TTY. 
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