----- Original Message-----
From: i [mailto_@hotmail.com]

Sent:  Friday, December 21, 2007 03:53 PM Pacific Standard Time

To: Brittingham, Shelley; Sarkozy, Steve

Cc: Miyake, Brad; Bush, Charlie; Barber, Susan; Harris, Pat; Arredondo, Charmaine
Subject: Kudos to City of Bellevue for its fine parks department

Dear Mr. Sarkozy and Ms. Brittingham:

My name i nd I have been a Bellevue resident for over seven years. Moving to the
eastside from Seattle (and before that, Eastern WA) was an adjustment, but I tell everyone that Bellevue is
the best-run and best city imaginable. In addition to the great planning and functional city government, one
of my favorite things to boast about is the Bellevue parks.

My two young daughters visit a Bellevue park almost every day, and we have nicknames for our favorites--
"old park" for Forest Glen Park, "new park" for Meadow Wood park, "park with the bridge" for Lewis Creek
Park, and "garden" for the Botanical Garden--and many others including Newcastle Beach, Robinswood,

etc. Everyone one of these parks is beautifully maintained and unique. Ilove that we have parks that are
walking distance and a short drive, as diverse as a garden and farm and soccer fields.

We have also taken classes in the Parks "Connections" catalog and every one has been outstanding. The
staff are friendly and programs are high quality. We have taken gym classes, and this winter will take a
Chinese class. My daughters love the Kelsey Creek Farm Class, and it's great that suburban kids can learn a
little bit about farm animals and care just a few miles from home.

I'd like to especially compliment the people who work in that department. When Kelsey Creek was flooded
and then had a power outage, the staff personally called us to make sure we knew and then Vicki Barrett
made sure I had my refunds taken care of. I so appreciate their care and commitment.

A few years ago, I filled out a comment card for the neighborhood improvement project. Ireceived a
personal phone call from a city staff member and was so impressed. Last year, I suggested an area on Forest
Drive for a possible park, and again, a staff member personally went to the area to check it out and called me
explaining the reasons why it wasn't possible to develop as a park. One year, one of my more proactive
neighbors received some sort of grant from the city so we could all paint the fences backing to Forest Drive
a matching color. Ihad never heard of a city government being so committed to the neighborhoods.

It probably won't surprise you that I had my kids' birthday party at the new Lewis Creek Park visitor center
(again, assisted by people who actually answered their phone and helped) and now my friends visit that park.
And right across the street, the Bellevue Fire department hosted a fun open house that my kids still talk
about.

I work part-time as an attorney in state government, and am aware of the focus and effort it takes to run a
governmental entity as well as Bellevue does. I have been meaning to write and let you know how much I
appreciate living and raising my family here. This Thanksgiving, when we went around and listed the things
we are thankful for, in addition to family, friends and health, I listed "The Bellevue Parks & Rec
department" and everyone smiled. Ithought I'd share that with you.

My very best wishes to you and your families for a wonderful holiday season.

Gratefully,
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