A New Housing Choice for Bellevue Families
Detached Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU)

B

What the heck is it? E

The City of Bellevue is exploring changing codes to allow Detached Accessory Dwelling Units within single family residential
land use districts.

Click here to participate in our On-Line Survey:
http://surveys.bellevuewa.gov/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveylD=n4K3793

What is a Detached ADU?

e Small housing unit on the same lot as, but physically separate from, a single family house. They are also known as
Mother-in-Law units or Backyard Cottages.

e The unit may be a stand-alone structure or space above existing detached garages. The size and scale of the units will
be determined under the new codes —most likely they will have a maximum size of 800 square feet or a percentage of
the existing single family home.

e To make sure that the ADU’s fit within the existing neighborhood, a minimum lot size will be considered.

e The property owner must live in either the primary home or the ADU.

e Units may be legally rented.
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Are Detached ADU’s allowed in Bellevue?

Not yet! Currently you are allowed to have an accessory unit that is inside or attached to the main house. The City has
approved 88 attached ADU'’s.

Why Allow Detached ADU’s?

e  “Housing for my aging parent.”

e  “Separate space for my adult children who have moved back home.”

e  “Arental income to help out with the mortgage payment.”

e  “Affordable rental units within the City for our teachers, fire fighters, and people beginning their careers.”
e  “Allows my parents to stay in their home and age in place.”

e  “l can downsize while still living next to my extended family in my current neighborhood.”

...and these are just a few of the reasons!

Where else can you find Detached ADU’s?

Detached ADU’s are allowed in most neighboring jurisdictions, including Kirkland, Mercer Island, Newcastle, Redmond,
Issaquah, Clyde Hill, Yarrow Point and Seattle.

Need More Information?

For more information, please contact Sally Nichols at (425) 452-2727, spnichols@bellevuewa.gov or Toni Pratt at (425)
452-5374, tpratt@bellevuewa.gov.

How Can You Help?

We need your feedback regarding the Detached ADU proposal. The following is a link that will take you to a
quick online survey: http://surveys.bellevuewa.gov/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveylD=n4K3793. Please take a few
minutes to answer the questions.




