
CITY OF BELLEVUE 
CITY COUNCIL 

 
Summary Minutes of Regular Session 

 
 
 
 
June 16, 2008 Council Chamber 
8:00 p.m. Bellevue, Washington 
 
PRESENT: Mayor Degginger, Deputy Mayor Balducci and Councilmembers Bonincontri, 

Chelminiak, Davidson, and Lee 
 
ABSENT: Councilmember Noble 
 
1. Call to Order
  
The meeting was called to order at 8:05 p.m., with Mayor Degginger presiding.   
 
2. Roll Call, Flag Salute
   
Upon roll call, all Councilmembers were present with the exception of Mr. Noble.  
Councilmember Chelminiak led the flag salute. 
 
 (a) Proclaiming June 21 and 22 as Bellevue’s 24-Hour Relay Challenge Days 
 
Helena Stephens, Recreation Program Manager, invited the relay team directors for this year’s 
24-Hour Relay Challenge to introduce themselves.  The event will be held on June 21 and 22 in 
Downtown Park.  Primary sponsors include Boeing Credit Union, United Way of King County, 
Soar, King County, Bellevue Kiwanis, and Radford Realtors.  To date, 85 businesses and 
organizations have made nearly $25,000 in contributions for the relay event.   
 
In 2007, 100 teams representing 1,500 youths and adults participated in the relay portion of the 
24-hour event.  This year 115 teams have registered.  The representatives invited the Mayor and 
City Council to help celebrate the 10th anniversary of the 24-Hour Relay Challenge.  They 
thanked the City for its ongoing support of this event. 
 
Deputy Mayor Balducci read a proclamation declaring June 21 and 22 as Bellevue’s 24-Hour 
Relay Challenge Days and encouraging residents to participate in the event. 
 
 (b) Proclaiming June 28 and 29 as Mountains to Sound Greenway Days 
 
Debbie Pettersson, Park Ranger, reported that the 5th Annual Mountains to Sound Greenway 
Days will be held on June 28 and 29.  Activities will be held at Lewis Creek Park, Mercer 
Slough Nature Park, and the Meydenbauer Marina.   
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Cynthia Welti, Executive Director for the Mountains to Sound Greenway, described the 
organization’s mission to encourage enjoyment of the natural environment.  She invited the 
community to participate in this annual event.  Ms. Welti thanked the City for its ongoing 
support. 
 
Mayor Degginger read a proclamation declaring June 28 and 29 as Mountains to Sound 
Greenway Days, and commented on the significance of this asset. 
 
 (c) Police Department Reaccreditation 
 
Police Chief Linda Pillo presented certificates of accreditation for the Police Department and 
Communications Center.  The Department was awarded its first reaccreditation this year since 
becoming internationally recognized three years ago.  Accreditation ensures that the Police 
Department and Communications Center adhere to the highest standards in law enforcement.  
Chief Pillo thanked Captain Todd Simonton, Officer Jim Keene, Captain Jerry Litzau, and 
Communications Supervisor Sheryl Mullen for their hard work on this project.   
 
3. Communications:  Written and Oral
 
(a) Desiree Leigh, Children’s Hospital and Regional Medical Center, thanked the Council for 

its efforts on the Bel-Red redevelopment plan.  She noted that the hospital would like to 
establish a major ambulatory health care center pm 116th Avenue, which is a use not 
currently allowed at that site.  She noted the need for the Medical Institution District 
designation at this site.  Children’s Hospital also needs the first phase of the facility to be 
able to accommodate at least five years of capacity and to become operational within two 
years. 

 
(b) Barbara Eisenstein spoke on behalf of People for Off-Leash Recreation, which maintains 

the dog park on Mercer Island.  She noted the extensive use of the Boeing/Bellevue 
airfield property by dog owners and others during the past 20 years.  She encouraged the 
Council to preserve this off-leash dog area now that the City owns the property.  Ms. 
Eisenstein submitted her comments in writing. 

 
(c) John-Marc Morassutti asked the City to preserve the open meadow on the former 

Boeing/Bellevue airfield property.  He described the wildlife inhabiting the site and 
submitted his comments in writing.   

 
(d) Frank Kuske encouraged the Council to preserve the old Bellevue airfield property as an 

open space.  He submitted his comments in writing. 
 
4. Reports of Community Council, Boards and Commissions:  None. 
 
5. Report of the City Manager
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 (a) Highlights of the 2007 Police Department Annual Report 
 
City Manager Steve Sarkozy opened staff’s presentation of the 2007 Police Department Annual 
Report. 
 
Chief Pillo noted that the report has been distributed to the Council, and it is available on the 
City’s web site as well.  She reviewed 2007 crime statistics and customer survey data, the latter 
of which indicates that 86 percent of survey respondents rated the department’s quality of service 
as good to very high.   
 
 (b) Management Brief – Bel-Red Subarea Plan, Rezone, and Land Use Code 

Amendments 
 
Matt Terry, Director of Planning and Community Development, opened staff’s presentation 
regarding Bel-Red Subarea Plan, rezone, and Land Use Code amendments.   
 
Paul Inghram, Comprehensive Planning Manager, reviewed outreach activities and summarized 
public comments on the planning process.  Issues include allowed uses, housing affordability, 
transportation, density levels, developer incentives, and the cost of providing supporting 
infrastructure.  He reviewed additional comments regarding stream restoration, transit, parking, 
building height limits, and the proposed design of the NE 15th/16th corridor.   
 
Dan Stroh, Planning Manager, explained that staff is coordinating with the Urban Land Institute 
(ULI) to form an expert review panel to examine the feasibility of development under the 
proposed regulations and scenarios.  The panel will include commercial and residential 
developers, as well as investment experts.  They will be asked to review the economic model 
reflected in the City’s proposal and to recommend adjustments as needed to support the City’s 
need for funding infrastructure and to ensure that development is feasible. 
 
Mr. Stroh requested Council feedback on whether to proceed with establishing a ULI expert 
review panel for Bel-Red planning activities. 
 
Mayor Degginger expressed concern that it is relatively late in the study process to introduce this 
approach.  He noted that Planning Commissioners generally support the use of developer 
incentives.  However, the Commission is unsure as to the appropriate components of a financing 
package.  Mr. Degginger clarified that it was not the Council’s intent to task the Commission 
will developing a comprehensive financing package.  The City Council is interested in the 
Commission’s recommendations regarding the land use vision and principles, however. 
 
Councilmember Davidson concurred with the Commission’s concerns about the financing 
package, and about whether it will stifle development.  Dr. Davidson suggested that the expert 
panel work directly with the City Council.  However, he expressed concern about how much this 
approach might delay the process.   
 
Deputy Mayor Balducci summarized concerns about whether the City’s assumptions about land 
values and financing tools are accurate.  She supports utilizing an expert panel that would work 
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directly with the Council, as suggested by Councilmember Davidson.   
 
Councilmember Lee concurred with the recommended approach using a ULI expert panel.  He 
encouraged a thorough study of the financial implications for the community. 
 
Responding to Councilmember Chelminiak, Mr. Stroh confirmed that the panel is a technical 
review body and not a policy board.  Staff is looking for feedback as to whether the economic 
modeling makes sense, as well as insight into additional ways to test the City’s assumptions and 
planning principles. 
 
Councilmember Bonincontri supports the Council working directly with an expert panel.   
 
Mr. Stroh responded to additional questions of clarification. 
 
Mayor Degginger noted general Council consensus to proceed with establishing a ULI expert 
review panel.  The Council would like members of the panel to ultimately present the results of 
their review directly to the Council. 
 
Mr. Inghram recalled that the Council previously discussed the issue of supporting the expansion 
of the Medical Institution District to facilitate the development of the Children’s Hospital 
ambulatory care facility.  Such an amendment was to be included in the Bel-Red area 
amendment package.  However, given that that review will likely continue into the fall, staff 
proposes asking the Planning Commission to make an early recommendation on the Medical 
Institution District amendments at its July 9 meeting. 
 
Dr. Davidson expressed support for considering the Medical Institution District issue separately 
in order to expedite amendments specific to that direction.  Councilmember Lee concurred. 
 
Mayor Degginger noted Council consensus to separate the amendment package. 
 
Deputy Mayor Balducci recalled her past reluctance to participate in discussions about the 
former jail property, which was the subject of a King County contract that she administered as a 
function of her employment.  With Children’s Hospital now owning the property, Ms. Balducci 
will participate in discussions and actions.  She expressed support for considering the Medical 
Institution amendment separately. 
 
6. Council Business and New Initiatives
 
→ Councilmember Chelminiak moved to approve the appointment of Kathy George and 

Lynne Robinson to the Parks and Community Services Board.  Ms. Balducci seconded 
the motion. 

 
→ The motion for appointments to the Parks Board carried by a vote of 6-0. 
 
→ Mayor Degginger moved to approve the appointment of Tom Tanaka to the Meydenbauer 

Bay Park and Land Use Plan Steering Committee.  Mr. Chelminiak seconded the motion. 



June 16, 2008 Regular Session 
Page 5 

 
→ The motion for the appointment of Tom Tanaka carried by a vote of 6-0. 
 
Councilmember Chelminiak attended the State Building Council meeting. 
 
Deputy Mayor Balducci attended a Sound Transit open house regarding alternative ballot 
packages for a future voter measure.  She attended meetings of the Eastside Transportation 
Partnership and Eastside Mayors.  Ms. Balducci attended the grand opening of the Crossroads 
water play area and the Sculpture Exhibit opening. 
 
Dr. Davidson attended the opening of the Crossroads water playground.  He attended the 
Council’s budget workshop and a meeting of the Puget Sound Partnership at Lewis Creek Park. 
 
Councilmember Bonincontri attended the opening of the Sculpture Exhibit. 
 
Mayor Degginger participated in a meeting with two other members of the Cascade Water 
Alliance Board; the Mayors of Auburn, Bonney Lake, Sumner, and Buckley; and the Director of 
the Washington State Department of Ecology.  The purpose was to discuss water needs and 
interests as they relate to Cascade’s purchase of Lake Tapps.   
 
7. Approval of the Agenda
 
→ Deputy Mayor Balducci moved to approve the agenda,  and Councilmember Bonincontri 

seconded the motion. 
 
→ The motion to approve the agenda carried by a vote of 6-0. 
 
8. Consent Calendar 
 
Deputy Mayor Balducci noted the memo in Council’s desk packet providing additional materials 
for Agenda Item 8(g). 
 
→ Deputy Mayor Balducci moved to approve the Consent Calendar, amended to incorporate 

the additional information provided in the desk packet for Item 8(g).  Councilmember 
Chelminiak seconded the motion.   

 
→ The motion to approve the Consent Calendar, as amended, carried by a vote of 6-0, and 

the following items were approved: 
 
 (a) Minutes of May 19, 2008 Study Session 
  Minutes of May 19, 2008 Regular Session 
  Minutes of May 27, 2008 Extended Study Session 
 
 (b) Motion to approve payment of claims for the period May 17, 2008 through June 

13, 2008, and payroll for the period May 1, 2008 through May 31, 2008. 
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 (c) Resolution No. 7753 authorizing the City to enter into a three-year Enterprise 
Agreement with Microsoft, in an amount not to exceed $1,178,931 plus any 
applicable taxes, for required Microsoft software licenses necessary for the 
continued and future utilization of Microsoft software products for the City. 

 
 (d) Motion to award Bid No. 8141 to Builders Supply Inc. in the amount of 

$32,550.40 for the Evergreen Park restroom utility installation and site work 
preparation 

 
 (e) Resolution No. 7754 ratifying an amendment to the Countywide Planning Policies 

recognizing the 2007 King County Buildable Lands Report and its findings. 
 
 (f) Motion to award Bid No. 8086, SE 24th Street Sidewalk at 158th and 161st 

Avenues SE to Northend Excavating, Inc., as low bidder, in the amount of 
$51,142.00, to install curb ramps and a portion of sidewalk on SE 24th Street at 
158th Avenue SE, as well as installation of a missing piece of sidewalk on the 
southwest corner of SE 24th Street and 161st Avenue SE. (CIP Plan No. PW-WB-
56 and PW-M-7). 

 
 (g) Resolution No. 7755 authorizing execution of a consultant agreement with KPG, 

Inc., in the amount of $430,000, for urban design and engineering services to 
prepare a conceptual design, streetscape plans, and urban design guides for Main 
Street from Bellevue Way to 116th Avenue NE (CIP Plan No. PW-R-147)  and 
NE 2nd Street from Bellevue Way to 112th Avenue NE (CIP Plan No. PW-R-150) 
and to prepare gateway design concepts for Main Street and Bellevue Way.  The 
scope of work includes development of park concepts for a future linear park 
along NE 2nd Street and potential Downtown  entry treatments at Main 
Street/112th Avenue NE, NE 2nd Street/112th Avenue, and NE 2nd Street/Bellevue 
Way. 

 
 (h) Resolution No. 7756 authorizing execution of an agreement to relinquish a storm 

drainage pipeline easement located across the property currently addressed as 
10503 NE 4th Street that is no longer required by the Storm and Surface Water 
Utility. 

 
 (i) Resolution No. 7757 authorizing execution of agreements to relinquish six 

sanitary sewer pipeline easements no longer required by the Sewer Utility. 
 
 (j) Resolution No. 7758 authorizing execution of a license for a side sewer to King 

County Department of Natural Resources and Parks over a portion of a property 
owned by the Sewer Utility located at 6500 176th Avenue NE, Redmond, 
Washington. 

 
 (k) Motion to award Bid No. 8034 for Monthaven Sanitary Sewer Extension to 

Northern Con-Agg, Inc., as low bidder, in an amount not to exceed $475,325.77. 
(CIP Plan No. S-30). 
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9. Public Hearings
 
 (a) Required Public Hearing on Bellevue’s results on the Washington State Auditor’s 

Performance Audit Report on Open Public Records Practices at 30 Government 
Entities, and consideration of response detailing status of implementation of the 
Auditor’s recommendations. 

 
Myrna Basich, Assistant City Manager and City Clerk, described the Washington State Auditor’s 
performance audit report on open public records practices.  The audit identifies best practices 
that public agencies can use to continue to improve their processes in responding to records 
requests.  The audit was conducted under the authority of Initiative 900, which was approved in 
November 2005.  Its primary objectives are to promote accountability and the cost-effective use 
of government funds.   
 
Outreach efforts conducted by the State Auditor’s Office in 2006 and 2007 indicated that citizens 
ranked government accountability as the most important measure of government performance.  
They reported that governments cannot be accountable without openness, and that access to 
public records is a basic measure of accountability and transparency.   
 
The audit involved the 10 largest counties, cities, and state agencies.  For purposes of the audit, 
10 unannounced records requests using different formats were submitted.  Essentially the same 
information was requested from each agency for comparative purposes.  The results were 
measured against the Public Records Act, the Attorney General’s Model Rules, and the 
performance of peers.  The audit report was published in May 2008. 
 
Ms. Basich noted that following tonight’s required public hearing, the City Council must submit 
by July 1 a report to the State Auditor documenting the status of the City’s implementation of 
recommendations, justification for recommendations not implemented, and details of other 
corrective actions.   
 
Bellevue’s performance ranked 3rd among all cities, and 4th in comparison to all 30 entities.  All 
10 responses to requests for public records provided conforming records, and 7 of 10 responses 
were completed faster than average.  Most of Bellevue’s responses occurred in less than a week.  
Ms. Basich said Bellevue was recognized for a number of best practices including: 
 

• Central point of contact for public records. 
• User-friendly web site, and the use of web site referral to provide requested information. 
• Concurrent acknowledgement and response. 
• Meeting the estimated timeframe for providing the requested records. 
• Providing options to the requestor for the format of records to be provided. 
• Providing rationale as to how the information provided was consistent with the request. 
• Exceeding expectations with response. 
• Providing a copy of the original request with the response, restating the letter of request 

within the response, and providing receipts to show payment of copying fees. 
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Ms. Basich reviewed the audit’s three overall observations: 1) Some entities do not 
accommodate a variety of public records requests, 2) Some entities do not provide satisfactory 
explanations for redactions of public records, and some records were improperly redacted, and  
3) Some entities provided the requested public records in a less than timely manner, compared to 
their peers. 
 
Actions to be taken by Bellevue to address the recommendations are: 1) Focused training on 
documenting explanations for redactions and informing the requestor of his or her appeal rights, 
2) Receiving records requests online by year-end 2008, and 3) Implementing technology that will 
reduce the time needed to assemble records for many types of requests.   
 
Ms. Basich requested Council direction to send Bellevue’s report and the draft letter [Page 9-5 of 
meeting packet] to the State Auditor.   
 
→ Deputy Mayor Balducci moved to open the public hearing, and Mr. Chelminiak seconded 

the motion. 
 
→ The motion to open the public hearing carried by a vote of 6-0. 
 
No one came forward to comment. 
 
→ Deputy Mayor Balducci moved to close the public hearing, and Mr. Chelminiak seconded 

the motion. 
 
→ The motion to close the public hearing carried by a vote of 6-0. 
 
Deputy Mayor Balducci commended the City Clerk’s Office for its strong performance in the 
public records audit.   
 
Councilmember Chelminiak congratulated staff as well, noting that the audit demonstrates the 
City’s commitment to providing public records.  Regarding the capability for handling online 
records requests, Mr. Chelminiak noted an issue with some government agencies in which their 
emailed responses to requests were blocked by the recipient’s email system.   
 
Ms. Basich explained that this issue has been addressed for incoming records requests to the 
City, as staff regularly checks the mailbox and spam filters to ensure there are no requests that 
have been improperly intercepted.   
 
Mayor Degginger noted a consensus to proceed with sending the letter and report to the State 
Auditor. 
 
10. Land Use:  None. 
 
11. Other Ordinances, Resolutions and Motions:  None. 
 
12. Unfinished Business:  None. 



June 16, 2008 Regular Session 
Page 9 

 
13. Continued Oral Communications:  None. 
  
14. New Business:  None. 
 
15. Executive Session:  None. 
 
16. Adjournment
 
At 9:40 p.m., Mayor Degginger declared the meeting adjourned. 
 
 
 
Myrna L. Basich 
City Clerk 
 
/kaw 
 

  


