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Bedwell, Heidi

From: Loretta Lopez <llopez@mstarlabs.com>

Sent: Wednesday, April 04, 2018 3:25 PM

To: Bedwell, Heidi

Cc: hansennp@aol.com; Warren Halverson

Subject: RE: One project/Two permits

Heidi, 

 

My mistake- I wrote Lincoln Center (NYC) instead of Lincoln Square. 

 

I understand that the FEIS is not a permit. 

 

I read the FEIS. I read the section about 2 permits. My point is that during Phase 1, Phase 2, DEIS Phase 1 and 

DEIS Phase 2 that the that there was never any reference to the possibility of 2 permits for 1 project. The public 

had no idea that Bellevue would consider the PSE project, for the portion which runs through Bellevue, as 2 

separate projects.  

 

I understand that there will be multiple permits since there are multiple cities. Renton issues 1 permit. 

Newcastle issues 1 permit. Redmond issues 1 permit.  

 

I am trying to understand the City’s position in allowing PSE to file 2 permits for 1 project. 

 

On the issue of this project similar to Sound Transit project - Are you stating that Sound Transit filed for 2 

permits for the Sound Transit project through Bellevue?  

 

Loretta 

 

From: HBedwell@bellevuewa.gov [mailto:HBedwell@bellevuewa.gov]  

Sent: Wednesday, April 04, 2018 11:24 AM 

To: Loretta Lopez 

Subject: RE: One project/Two permits 

 

Loretta, 

We have not received any new information from PSE regarding additional permit submittal.  

 

The purpose of an environmental impact statement is to evaluate potential adverse environmental impacts 

associated with a project. The EIS is not a permit and does not stipulate the required permitting process. The 

Final EIS does reference the permits submitted for the southern portion of the project and the phased 

construction. The Final EIS also explains that the project will require multiple permits from multiple 

jurisdictions.  

 

The permitting process underway in Bellevue is not dissimilar to other linear infrastructure projects (such as 

sound transit or roadway and utility projects), and we are processing the permit applications that have been 

submitted consistent with the provisions in our Land Use Code. The city does not believe we are processing the 

application in a manner inconsistent with our planning and permitting processes.  
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When I have completed my review and prepared a revision request, the information will be posted to the city’s 

permit project webpage. 

 

-Heidi  

 

From: Loretta Lopez [mailto:llopez@mstarlabs.com]  

Sent: Tuesday, April 03, 2018 6:09 PM 

To: Bedwell, Heidi <HBedwell@bellevuewa.gov> 

Cc: hansennp@aol.com; Warren Halverson <whalvrsn1@frontier.com> 

Subject: RE: One project/Two permits 

 

Heidi, 

 

I meant to add the questions, what is the status of the Northern segment. Carol Helland indicated the Northern 

segment (BT) would be filed in June. Is that still the case. 

 

On the issue that the City is allowing PSE to file 2 applications for 1 project, are there other projects has the 

City allowed that adopted this segmented process.  

 

According to PSE the entire linear project has to be built. The is no possibility that ½ of the project would be 

built and then stop. As an example, the Lincoln Center buildings are multistory linear projects. I cannot imagine 

that the City would allow Lincoln Center to file for permits for the foundation and first 10 floors and then file 

an application 6 months later for the following 20 floors.  

 

Please explain why the City is allowing PSE to proceed in manner that is inconsistent with planning and 

permitting processes.  

 

Thank you. 

 

Loretta 

 

 

 

From: Loretta Lopez  

Sent: Monday, April 02, 2018 10:12 PM 

To: 'HBedwell@bellevuewa.gov' 

Cc: hansennp@aol.com 

Subject: One project/Two permits 

 

Heidi, 

 

As members of the Bridle Trails Community Club, we are concerned about the segmentation of the PSE project. 

As you know, there was never any indication during the EIS process that this project was ever to be considered 

as two projects.  

 

Apparently the PSE has convinced the City to allow PSE to proceed as if the PSE project consists of 2 projects 

and therefore will file 2 applications for 2 permits. There are then 2 City recommendations/reports, 2 public 

meetings, 2 hearing before the Hearing Examiner, 2 decisions by the Hearing Examiner, 2 reviews of the 

decision by the City Council, 2 Superior Court Appeals, 2 Court of Appeals proceeding, 2 appeals to the 

Washington Supreme Court.  
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But there is only 1 project.  

 

You mention below that the reason that there the City is allowing 2 applications is because of the way PSE 

chooses to construct the project. You add that you expect that you will request additional information.  

 

Please let us know when you have completed your request to PSE. We want to know why the City is allowing 

PSE to proceed in a manner that is not fair to Bridle Trails residents and will cost the taxpayers more money 

than necessary. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Loretta 

 

-------- Original message -------- 

From: HBedwell@bellevuewa.gov  

Date: 3/30/18 3:28 PM (GMT-08:00)  

To: hansennp@aol.com  

Subject: RE: PSE Conditional Use Materials  

 

Hi Norm, 

City staff are still evaluating PSE’s application. I expect I’ll have a request for additional information. That will 

be available in the file when I have completed my first review of the application and am finished preparing the 

revision letter.  

 

Regarding the project phasing PSE has provided the following information in their application: 

“The existing system is not robust enough to maintain reliable service if the entire facility is taken out of service at one 
time. Therefore, the Energize Eastside Project will be constructed in two phases. This will allow PSE to keep the existing 
115 kV facilities partially in service during construction, which will allow PSE to maintain reliable service to all customers 
during construction. This approach best ensures that PSE continues to deliver reliable electricity to all of PSE’s customers 
during construction.” 

 

Have a nice weekend. 

-Heidi  
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